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MOTION FOR AN EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE 

MEMORANDUM CONTRA APPLICATIONS FOR REHEARING

 AND 
REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED RULING 

BY

THE OFFICE OF THE OHIO CONSUMERS’ COUNSEL


The Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (“OCC”), on behalf of all the electric residential utility consumers in Ohio, moves the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCO” or “Commission”) for a five-day extension of time for the filing of memorandum contra applications for rehearing, pursuant to Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-12 and 4901-1-13. A five-day extension would extend the filing deadline from Monday, February 24, 2014 to Saturday, March 1, 2014. By operation of the PUCO’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the new deadline for filing memorandum contra would be Monday, March 3, 2014.
  Furthermore, OCC seeks an expedited ruling, which the PUCO may issue immediately, under the special provision in Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-12(C) for extensions of five days or less.  The reasons supporting this request, along with an explanation of the need to determine the filing deadline on an expedited basis, are set forth in the attached Memorandum in Support.
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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 
I. INTRODUCTION 

In this proceeding the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCO” or “the Commission”) conducted its five-year review of its rules (that specify the minimum service quality, safety, and reliability requirements concerning the supply of electric service in the state.)
  On October 16, 2013, the PUCO adopted amendments that allow residential customers to opt-out of having their electricity usage measured with a new advanced (“smart”) meter instead of a traditional meter.
  In that Order, the PUCO indicated that it was still evaluating stakeholder proposals regarding amendments to the remainder of the rules in Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-10.
 
In a January 15, 2014 Finding and Order, the PUCO released its decision on the remainder of the stakeholder proposals regarding definitions contained in Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-10.  On February 14, 2014, seven stakeholders filed applications seeking rehearing on that PUCO Order.  Per the PUCO’s rules, memoranda contra applications for rehearing are due on February 24, 2014.
 OCC now seeks a five-day extension of time to file a memorandum contra. 
II.
APPLICABLE PROCEDURAL RULES
Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-13(A) permits parties to move for extensions of time to file testimony.  That rule provides for the granting of such motions for “good cause shown.” 

Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-12(C) allows parties to request an expedited ruling on their motions.  If the motion requests an extension of time to file pleadings or other papers of five days or less, then the Commission or the Attorney Examiner may issue an immediate ruling without awaiting the filing of a memorandum contra.
  

III.
ARGUMENT

OCC seeks a five-day extension of time to file a memorandum contra applications for rehearing pursuant to Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-13(A).  This extension of time would change the deadline for filing memorandum contra from Monday, February 24, 2014 to Saturday, March 1, 2014. By operation of the PUCO’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the due date for filing memorandum contra would be Monday, March 3, 2014.
  Furthermore, OCC seeks an expedited ruling, which the PUCO may issue immediately, under the special provision in Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-12(C) for extensions of five days or less. 
The extension is requested because OCC needs additional time to review and evaluate the seven applications seeking rehearing and determine if OCC opposes any of the requests for rehearing. Additionally, a state holiday (President’s Day) and two weekends fell within the ten-day response period provided by the PUCO’s Rules.
 Accordingly, OCC has shown that there is good cause for granting the requested extension of time. The extension will not cause undue delay, and should not work to prejudice any party. OCC would maintain that the new filing deadline should apply to all memorandum contra applications for rehearing. For these reasons, the PUCO should grant OCC’s Motion for an Extension of Time to File Memorandum Contra Applications for Rehearing. Furthermore, OCC requests a ruling on this Motion on an expedited basis, considering the current deadline for filing memorandum contra is February 24, 2014.
IV.
CONCLUSION


For the reasons stated above, the PUCO should grant OCC’s Motion based upon the OCC’s showing of good cause.  Furthermore, the PUCO should grant this Motion on an expedited basis.  
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� Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-07(A).


� Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-10.


� October 16, 2013 Finding and Order, Attachment B at pages 4-5 (Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-10-01 and 4901:1-10-05).


� October 16, 2013 Finding and Order at pages 4-5.  


� Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-35(B).


� See Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-12(C).


� Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-07(A).


� Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-35(B).






