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May 6, 2021 

 

Via Electronic Filing 

 

Ms. Tanowa Troupe 

Administration/Docketing 

Ohio Power Siting Board 

180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor 

Columbus, Ohio  43215-3793 

 

Re: Juliet Energy Project, LLC, Case No. 20-1760-EL-BGN 

 

Dear Ms. Troupe: 

 

On March 12, 2021, Juliet Energy Project, LLC (“Juliet”) filed an application for 

authority to construct up to 101 megawatt (“MW”) solar-powered energy project and its related 

infrastructure within approximately 683-acre project area in Weston and Milton townships, 

Wood County, Ohio.  Attached for filing in the above-referenced case is a copy of the March 23, 

2021 Ohio State Historic Preservation Office’s concurrence with Juliet’s historic Phase I 

Archaeological Reconnaissance.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dylan F. Borchers 

 

Attachment 

 



 

       

 

    
         In reply refer to: 

2020-WOO-50116 

March 23, 2021 

 
Ryan J. Peterson 

Cardno, Inc. 

3901 Industrial Boulevard 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46254 

 

RE: Section 106 Review-Phase I Archaeological Reconnaissance, Juliet Solar Project, Weston and 

Milton Townships, Wood County, Ohio. 

 

Dear Mr. Peterson: 

 

This letter is in response to the correspondence received on February 24, 2021 regarding the proposed 

Juliet Solar Project that is being permitted by the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB). We appreciate the 

opportunity to comment on this project. The comments of the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO) are made pursuant to Section 149.53 of the Ohio Revised Code requesting cooperation among 

state agencies in the preservation of historic properties, Ohio Administrative Code Chapters 4906-4-08 

(D). The comments of the Ohio SHPO are also submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 

106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 U.S.C. 306108 [36 CFR 800]). 

 

The proposed undertaking involves the construction of a 101 megawatt (MW) solar energy facility and 

its’ related infrastructure within a proposed 664-acre parcel, which is defined as the direct Area of 

Potential Effect (APE). The following review and comments pertain only to the Phase I Archaeological 

Reconnaissance: Juliet Solar Project, Weston and Milton Townships, Wood County, Ohio by Cardno, Inc. 

(Cardno) (2021). The architectural component will be submitted in a stand-alone report, and therefore the 

review will be under a separate cover.  
 

The archaeological survey involved a literature review, shovel test unit excavations, surface collection, 

and visual inspection of the entire APE, as defined above. The literature review revealed no previously 

surveyed areas overlap the APE, however four previously documented sites (33WO133, 33WO136, 

33WO138, 33WO139) are either within or immediately adjacent to the APE. None of these were re-

identified during the current survey.  

 

The survey did result in the identification of 24 previously undocumented archaeological sites, 

33WO587-33WO610. Sites 33WO587-33WO591 are documented as isolated finds of either prehistoric or 

historic-era affiliations. Sites 33WO593-33WO596 and 33WO598-33WO610 are documented as either 

historic-era scatters or multicomponent (prehistoric/historic-era) scatters. The prehistoric components are 

represented by a small amount of artifacts. The historic-era scatters represent refuse disposal locales or 

are associated with residential/farmsteads that do not appear to be associated with important persons, 

events, or have the ability to convey important information locally or regionally. Based on the data 

presented in the report, the SHPO concurs with Cardno that these sites are not considered eligible, 

including both components of the multicomponent sites, for inclusion to the National Register of Historic 

Places (NRHP).  

 

Sites 33WO592 and 33WO597 are historic-era sites represented by a moderate to dense scatter of 

artifacts. Site 33WO592 also has an isolated prehistoric component. However, the historic-era component 
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at 33WO592 is represented by 342 artifacts. Cartographic information indicates that this site was first 

owned/occupied by Ira B. Horner in 1886. A structure was present at this locale up until 1936, though the 

1951 aerial indicates only the footprint and yard lot are present. Mr. Horner was a Corporal in the 65 Ohio 

Infantry during the Civil War and was wounded at Stones River, Tennessee in 1862. He was also 

imprisoned at the Andersonville Prison but was released during a prisoner of war exchange in 1865. He is 

also noted for surviving an explosion on the steamboat “Sultana” in 1865, which is considered the worst 

maritime disaster in U.S. history. He was also active in the local Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) 

group. Mr. Horner is listed in the 1880 and 1900 census as a farmer living in Weston Township with his 

family. He died in 1917 and is buried in the Weston Cemetery. Given the amount and presence of mid-

late 19th century to early 20th century historic-era artifacts recovered from the site in conjunction with the 

archival data, the SHPO concurs with Cardno that either avoidance or a Phase II assessment is necessary 

in order to better determine if the site is eligible for the NRHP under Criteria B and/or D.  

 

Site 33WO597 is also recommended by Cardno for avoidance or additional Phase II testing. This site is 

documented at the 1886 mapped structural location of Isaac Neifer. A total of three structures are mapped 

on the 120-acre parcel with one labeled as “No. 108”, which may indicate a school or other public 

building. By 1912, the parcel is owned by Amos Neifer, who, according to archival documents, is listed 

as a councilman in Bowling Green, Ohio in 1892. Prior to this, in 1859 he is the deputy postmaster and by 

1873, became the postmaster. Cartographic information revealed that the structure is no longer depicted 

on the 1936 map or the 1951 aerial. Based on the information presented in the report, the SHPO concurs 

with Cardno that either avoidance or a Phase II assessment is necessary in order to better determine if the 

site is eligible for the NRHP under Criteria B and/or D. 

 

If avoidance of sites 33WO592 and 33WO597 are not feasible, then Phase II work plans should be 

developed and submitted to our office prior to the commencement of field work. Minimally, the Phase II 

should focus on additional archaeological testing/geophysical survey and more cartographic and archival 

research. If these sites are to be avoided, then the SHPO requests that a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) be drafted that will outline the final design plan of the solar facility and appropriate mitigation 

and avoidance plans for the sites. The avoidance plan should include a minimum 50-ft buffer around the 

established site boundary to ensure that no incidental impacts occur during construction. The buffer 

should be clearly marked in the field (e.g., silt fence) to help minimize the impacts.  

 

We look forward to further coordination, including reviewing the MOU, regarding this project. If you 

have any questions concerning this review, please contact me by email at 

sbiehl@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Stephen M. Biehl, Project Reviews Coordinator (archaeology) 

Resource Protection and Review 

State Historic Preservation Office 
                     RPR Serial No. 1087524 

 
"Please be advised that this is a Section 106 decision. This review decision may not extend to other SHPO programs." 
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