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7.4 Construction Entrance

A construction entrance is a stabilized pad of stone underlain with a geotextile and is used 
to reduce the amount of mud tracked off-site with construction traf c. Located at points 
of ingress/egress, the practice is used to reduce the amount of mud tracked off-site with 
construction traf c.

A construction entrance is applicable where:

• Construction traf c leaves active construction areas and enters public roadways or areas 
unchecked by effective sediment controls;

• Areas where frequent vehicle and equipment access is expected and likely to contribute 
sediment to runoff, such as at the entrance to individual building lots.

Construction entrances address areas that contribute signi cant amounts of mud to runoff 
by providing a stable area for traf c.  Although they allow some mud to be removed from 
construction vehicle tires before they enter a public roads, they should not be the only 
practice relied upon to manage off-site tracking.  Since most mud is ung from tires as they 
reach higher speeds, restricting traf c to stabilized construction roads, entrances and away 
from muddy areas is necessary.

Description

Conditions Where Practice Applies

Planning Considerations
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If a construction entrance is not suf cient to remove the majority of mud from wheels or 
there is an especially sensitive traf c situation on adjacent roads, wheel wash areas may be 
necessary.  This requires an extended width pad to avoid con icts with traf c, a supply of 
wash water and suf cient drainage to assure runoff is captured in a sediment pond or trap.

Proper installation of a construction entrance requires a geotextile and proper drainage to 
insure construction site runoff does not leave the site.  The use of geotextile under the stone 
helps to prevent potholes from developing and will save the amount of stone needed during 
the life of the practice.  Proper drainage may include culverts to direct water under the road-
way or water bars to direct muddy water off the roadway toward sediment traps or ponds.

The area of the entrance must be cleared of all vegetation, roots, and other objectionable 
material.  Geotextile will then be placed the full width and length of the entrance.

Stone shall be placed to a depth of at least 6 inches.  Roads subject to heavy duty loads 
should be increased to a minimum of 10 inches. Surface water shall be conveyed under 
the entrance, through culverts, or diverted via a water bars or mountable berms (minimum 
5:1 slopes) so as to convey sediment laden runoff to sediment control practices or to allow 
clean water to pass by the entrance. 

The stabilized construction entrance shall meet the speci cations that follow.

The entrance shall be maintained in a condition that will prevent tracking or ow of mud 
onto public rights-of-way.  This may require periodic top dressing with additional stone 
or the washing and reworking of existing stone as conditions demand and repair and/or 
cleanout of any structures used to trap sediment.  All materials spilled, dropped, washed, or 
tracked from vehicles onto roadways or into storm drains must be removed immediately.  
The use of water trucks to remove materials dropped, washed, or tracked onto roadways 
will not be permitted under any circumstances.

Mud is allowed to accumulate and is tracked on to public right-of-ways.  The entrance and 
associated construction roads may need dressing with additional stone.

Soft depression areas develop in entrance area.  Stone may not have been underlain with 
geotextile or insuf cient stone base has been provided.

Design Criteria

Maintenance

Common Problems / Concerns
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Specifications
for

Construction Entrance
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1. Stone Size—ODOT # 2 (1.5-2.5 inch) stone shall be used, or 
recycled concrete equivalent.

2. Length—The Construction entrance shall be as long as 
required to stabilize high traffic areas but not less than  
70 ft. (exception: apply 30 ft. minimum to single  
residence lots).

3. Thickness -The stone layer shall be at least 6 inches thick 
for light duty entrances or at least 10 inches for heavy duty 
use.

4. Width -The entrance shall be at least 14 feet wide, but  
not less than the full width at points where ingress or egress 
occurs.

5. Geotextile -A geotextile shall be laid over the entire area 
prior to placing stone. It shall be composed of strong  
rot-proof polymeric fibers and meet the following  
specifications:

Figure 7.4.1

Geotextile Specification for Construction Entrance

Minimum Tensile Strength 200 lbs.

Minimum Puncture Strength 80 psi.

Minimum Tear Strength 50 lbs.

Minimum Burst Strength 320 psi.

Minimum Elongation 20%

Equivalent Opening Size EOS < 0.6 mm.

Permittivity 1×10-3 cm/sec.

6. Timing—The construction entrance shall be installed as 
soon as is practicable before major grading activities.

7. Culvert -A pipe or culvert shall be constructed under the 
entrance if needed to prevent surface water from flowing 
across the entrance or to prevent runoff from being directed 
out onto paved surfaces.

8. Water Bar -A water bar shall be constructed as part of the 
construction entrance if needed to prevent surface runoff 
from flowing the length of the construction entrance and out 
onto paved surfaces.

9. Maintenance -Top dressing of additional stone shall be 
applied as conditions demand. Mud spilled, dropped, 
washed or tracked onto public roads, or any surface 
where runoff is not checked by sediment controls, shall be 
removed immediately. Removal shall be accomplished by 
scraping or sweeping.

10. Construction entrances shall not be relied upon to remove 
mud from vehicles and prevent off-site tracking. Vehicles 
that enter and leave the construction-site shall be restricted 
from muddy areas.

11. Removal—the entrance shall remain in place until the 
disturbed area is stabilized or replaced with a permanent 
roadway or entrance. 

Specifications
for

Construction Entrance
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Filter socks are sediment-trapping devices using compost inserted into a exible, permeable 
tube with a pneumatic blower device or equivalent.  Filter socks trap sediment by ltering
water passing through the berm and allowing water to pond, creating a settling of solids. 

Filter socks are appropriate for limited drainage areas, requiring sediment control where 
runoff is in the form of sheet ow or in areas that silt fence is normally considered accept-
able.  The use of lter socks is applicable to slopes up to 2:1 (H:V), around inlets, and in 
other disturbed areas of construction sites requiring sediment control.  Filter socks also may 
be useful in areas, where migration of aquatic life such as turtles, salamanders and other 
aquatic life would be impeded by the use of silt fence.

Filter socks are sediment barriers, capturing sediment by ponding and ltering water 
through the device during rain events.   They may be a preferred alternative where equip-
ment may drive near or over sediment barriers, as they are not as prone to complete failure 
as silt fence if this occurs during construction.  Driving over lter socks is not recom-
mended; but if it should occur, the lter sock should be inspected immediately, repaired and 
moved back into place as soon as possible.

6.6 Filter Sock

Description

Conditions where practice applies

Planning Considerations
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Typically, lter socks can handle the same water ow or slightly more than silt fence.  For 
most applications, standard silt fence is replaced with 12" diameter lter socks.   However, 
proper installation is especially important for them to work effectively.  

Materials – Compost/mulch used for lter socks shall be weed free and derived from 
a well-decomposed source of organic matter.  The compost shall be produced using an 
aerobic composting process meeting CFR 503 regulations, including time and temperature 
data indicating effective weed seed, pathogen and insect larvae kill.  The compost shall be 
free of any refuse, contaminants or other materials toxic to plant growth.  Non-composted 
products are not acceptable.

Materials should meet the following requirements: pH between 5.0-8.0; 100% passing a 
2" sieve and a minimum of 70% greater than the 3/8" sieve; moisture content is less than 
60%; material shall be relatively free (<1% by dry weight) of inert or foreign man made 
materials.

Level Contour – Place lter socks on the level contour of the land so that ows are dis-
sipated into uniform sheet ow.  Flow coming to lter socks must not be concentrated and 
the lter sock should lie perpendicular to ows.

Flat Slopes – When possible, place lter socks at a 5' or greater distance away from the 
toe of the slopes in order for the water coming from the slopes to maximize space available 
for sediment deposit (see the illustration).  When this is not possible due to construction 
limitations, additional lter socks may be required upslope of the initial lter sock (see the 
chart below for appropriate slope lengths and spacing).

Flow Around Ends – In order to prevent water owing around the ends of lter socks, 
the ends of the lter socks must be constructed pointing upslope so the ends are at a higher 
elevation.

Vegetation – For permanent areas, seeding lter socks is recommended to establish veg-
etation directly in the sock and immediately in front and back of the sock at a distance of 5 
feet.  Vegetating on and around the lter socks will assist in slowing down water for ltra-
tion creating a more effective longer-term sediment control.

Drainage Area: Generally lter socks are limited to ¼ to ½ acre drainage area per 100 foot 
of the sediment barrier. Speci c guidance is given in the chart below.

Slope Ratio (H:V) 8" 12" 18" 24"

0% - 2%           10% - 20%       125 250 300 350

10% - 20%       50:1 - 10:1 100 125 200 250

2% - 10%         10:1 - 5:1 75 100 150 200

20% - 33%        5:1 - 2:1 50 75 100

>50%                >2:1 25 50 75

Note: For larger drainage areas, see standards for temporary diversions, sediment traps and sediment basins.  

Design Criteria

Table 6.6.1  Maximum Slope Length Above Filter Sock and Recommended Diameter
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Dispersing flow – Sheet ow and runoff should not exceed berm height or capacity in 
most storm events.  If over ow of the berm is a possibility, a larger lter sock should be 
installed or an alternative sediment control should be used.

Maintenance – Filter socks should be regularly inspected to make sure they hold their 
shape, are ponding, and allowing adequate ow through.  If ponding becomes excessive, 

lter socks should be replaced. Used lter socks may be cut and the compost dispersed and 
seeded to prevent captured sediment from being resuspended.

Removal – When construction is completed on site, the lter socks may be cut and dis-
persed with a loader, rake, bulldozer or other device to be incorporated into the soil or left 
on top of the soil for nal seeding. The mesh netting material will be disposed of in normal 
trash container or removed by the contractor.

Standard Speci cation for Compost for Erosion/Sediment Control (Filter Berms) AASHTO 
Designation: MP-9 http://www.iaasla.org/NEWS/FILES/AASHTO-Filterberm6.doc

References
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Specifications
for

Filter Sock

1. Materials – Compost used for filter socks shall be weed, 
pathogen and insect free and free of any refuse, contami-
nants or other materials toxic to plant growth.  They shall 
be derived from a well-decomposed source of organic 
matter and consist of a particles ranging from 3/8" to 2".

2. Filter Socks shall be 3 or 5 mil continuous, tubular, HDPE 
3/8" knitted mesh netting material, filled with compost 
passing the above specifications for compost products.

INSTALLATION:  

3. Filter socks will be placed on a level line across slopes, 
generally parallel to the base of the slope or other 
affected area. On slopes approaching 2:1, additional 
socks shall be provided at the top and as needed mid-
slope.

4. Filter socks intended to be left as a permanent filter or 
part of the natural landscape, shall be seeded at the time 
of installation for establishment of permanent vegetation.

5. Filter Socks are not to be used in concentrated flow  
situations or in runoff channels.

MAINTENANCE:

6. Routinely inspect filter socks after each significant rain, 
maintaining filter socks in a functional condition at all 
times.

7. Remove sediments collected at the base of the filter 
socks when they reach 1/3 of the exposed height of the 
practice.

8. Where the filter sock deteriorates or fails, it will be 
repaired or replaced with a more effective alternative.

9. Removal – Filter socks will be dispersed on site when no 
longer required in such as way as to facilitate and not 
obstruct seedings. 



Slope Stability Specifications 

On hillside areas with slopes of 3:1 or steeper, fiber rolls shall be used as slope interruption 
devices.  Fiber rolls consist of biodegradable materials such as, wood excelsior, rice or wheat 
straw or coconut fibers rolled and bound into a tight tubular roll and placed on slopes to intercept 
runoff, and reduce flow velocity.  The rolls shall be installed on the contour of the land so that 
they are perpendicular to the flow.  The ends of the rolls shall extend into an area of stable 
vegetation and be pointed upslope into an area of to discourage flow.  For slopes of 2:1 or 
greater and 12” diameter rolls should be installed on 25’ intervals down the slope for slopes of 
3:1, 9” diameter rolls should be installed on 50’ intervals.  The rolls should be installed prior to 
seeding and can remain as a permanent slope stability feature.

Disturbed areas are to be seeded and mulched as soon as possible.  This will prevent soil 
erosion and the possible slope instability.  For slopes of 2:1 or greater or if seeding is taking place 
early spring or after October 15, it will be necessary to utilize erosion control blankets over the 
seeding.  The erosion control blankets shall be coconut fiber with jute netting.  Another option is 
use of a high performance hydraulic mulch designed for steep slopes such as HydraCX2™
Extreme Slope Matrix , Flexterra® High Performance-Flexible Growth Medium™ or equivalent
product should be used for the seeding.
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7.9  Mulching

A protective layer of mulch, usually of straw, applied to bare soil is used to abate erosion 
by shielding it from raindrop impact.  Mulch also helps establish vegetation by conserving 
moisture and creating favorable conditions for seeds to germinate.

Mulch should be used liberally throughout construction to limit the areas that are bare and 
susceptible to erosion.  Mulch can be used in conjunction with seeding to establish vegeta-
tion or by itself to provide erosion control when the season does not allow grass to grow.  
Mulch and other vegetative practices must be applied on all disturbed portions of construc-
tion-sites that will not be re-disturbed for more than 21 days.

See speci cations for Mulching.

Additional mulching is necessary to cover exposed soil conditions when observed during 
routine maintenance inspections. 

Description

Conditions Where Practice Applies

Design Criteria

Maintenance
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The application of synthetic binders must be conducted in such a manner as to not be intro-
duced into watercourses. 

Weather considerations must be addressed to ensure the application of synthetic binders are 
not washed away and introduced into watercourses.

The use of a mulch cover is not recommended for areas, which will exhibit higher veloci-
ties than 3.5 feet/second.  An erosion control matting is recommended for areas which will 
exhibit higher velocities.

Areas which have been mulched should be inspected and maintained if necessary every 7 
days or within 24 hours of a rain event greater than or equal to 0.5 inches to ensure ade-
quate protection.

Common Problems / Concerns
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Specifications
for

Mulching

1. Mulch and other appropriate vegetative practices shall be 
applied to disturbed areas within 7 days of grading if the 
area is to remain dormant (undisturbed) for more than 21 
days or on areas and portions of the site which can be 
brought to final grade.

2. Mulch shall consist of one of the following:

at the rate of 2 tons/ac. or 90 lb./1,000 sq. ft. (two to 
three bales). The straw mulch shall be spread uniformly 
by hand or mechanically so the soil surface is covered. 
For uniform distribution of hand-spread mulch, divide 
area into approximately 1,000 sq.ft. sections and place 
two 45-lb. bales of straw in each section.

2,000 lb./ac. or 46 lb./1,000 sq. ft.

and rolled erosion control products applied according to 
manufacturer’s recommendations or wood mulch/chips  
applied at 10-20 tons/ac.

3. Mulch Anchoring - Mulch shall be anchored immediately 
to minimize loss by wind or runoff. The following are 
acceptable methods for anchoring mulch.

set straight to punch or anchor the mulch material into 
the soil. Straw mechanically anchored shall not be finely 
chopped but be left generally longer than 6 inches.

recommendations, following all placement and anchoring 
requirements. Use in areas of water concentration and 
steep slopes to hold mulch in place.

such as Acrylic DLR (Agri-Tac), DCA-70, Petroset, Terra 
Tack or equal may be used at rates recommended by the 
manufacturer. All applications of Sythetic Binders must 
be conducted in such a manner where there is no contact 
with waters of the state.

for anchoring straw. The fiber binder shall be applied at 
a net dry weight of 750 lb./acre. The wood cellulose fiber 
shall be mixed with water and the mixture shall contain a 
maximum of 50 lb./100 gal. of wood cellulose fiber. 
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Description

7.8  Temporary Seeding

Temporary seedings establish temporary cover on disturbed areas by planting appropri-
ate rapidly growing annual grasses or small grains.  Temporary seeding provides erosion 
control on areas in between construction operations.  Grasses, which are quick growing, are 
seeded and usually mulched to provide prompt, temporary soil stabilization.  It effectively 
minimizes the area of a construction site prone to erosion and should be used everywhere 
the sequence of construction operations allows vegetation to be established.

Temporary seeding should be applied on exposed soil where additional work (grading, etc.) 
is not scheduled for more than 21 days.  Permanent seeding should be applied if the areas 
will be idle for more than one year. 

This practice has the potential to drastically reduce the amount of sediment eroded from 
a construction site.  Erosion control ef ciencies greater than 90% will be achieved with 
proper applications of temporary seeding.  Because practices used to trap sediment are 
usually much less effective, temporary seeding is to be use even on areas where runoff is 
treated by sediment trapping practices.  Because temporary seeding is highly effective and 
practical on construction sites, its liberal use is highly recommended.

Conditions Where the Practice Applies

Planning Considerations
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Speci cations follow these explanations of important aspects of temporary seeding. 

Plant Selection: Select the plants appropriate from the table in the Speci cations for 
Temporary seeding.  Choose varieties of tall fescue that are endophyte free or have non-
toxic endophytes.  Seeding rates for dormant seedings are increased by 50 percent.  More 
information on dormant seedings is given in the permanent seeding section.

The length of time the area will idle and the season in which seeding occurs should in u-
ence the selection of seeding species.  For areas remaining idle for over a year, a mixture 
containing perennial ryegrass is recommended.  Cereal grains (rye, oats and wheat) are 
included in some of the mixtures as cover crops.  These are annual plants that will die after 
producing seed.  Realize that oats will not over-winter and continue to grow as wheat and 
rye do.

Site preparation: Temporary seeding is best done on a prepared soil seedbed of loose 
pulverized soil.   However, seedings should not be delayed, if additional grading operations 
are not possible.  At a minimum, remove large rock or debris that will interfere with seeding 
operations.  If the ground has become crusted, a disk or a harrow should be used to loosen 
the soil.  Overall the best soil conditions will exist immediately after grading operations 
cease, when soils remain loose and moist. 

Soil amendments:  A soil test is necessary to adequately predict the need for lime and 
fertilizer.  Seedings that are expected to be long lasting (over 1-3 months), should have 
lime and fertilizer applied as recommended by a soil test.  In lieu of a soil test, fertilizer can 
be broadcast and worked into the top inch of soil at the rate of 6 pounds/1000 ft2 or 250
pounds per acre of 10-10-10 or 12-12-12.

Seeding Methods:  Seed shall be applied uniformly with a cyclone spreader, drill, culti-
packer seeder, or hydroseeder.  When feasible, seed that has been broadcast shall be covered 
by raking or dragging and then lightly tamped into place using a roller or cultipacker.  If 
hydroseeding is used, the seed and fertilizer will be mixed on-site and the seeding shall be 
done immediately and without interruption.

Areas failing to establish vegetative cover adequate to prevent erosion shall be reseeded as 
soon as such areas are identi ed.

Seeding performed during hot and dry summer months shall be watered at a rate of 1 inch 
per week.

• Insuf cient topsoil or inadequately tilled, limed, and/ or fertilized seedbed results in poor 
establishment of vegetation.

• An overly high seeding rate of nurse crop (oat, rye or wheat) in the seed mixture results 
in over competition with the perennials.

• Seeding outside of seeding dates results in poor vegetation establishment and a decrease 
in plant hardiness.

• An inadequate rate of mulch results in poor germination and failure.

Design Criteria

Maintenance

Common Problems / Concerns
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Specifications
for

Temporary Seeding

Seeding Dates Species Lb./1000 ft2 Lb/Acre

March 1 to August 15                 Oats
Tall Fescue
Annual Ryegrass

3
1
1

128 (4 Bushel)
40
40

Perennial Ryegrass
Tall Fescue
Annual Ryegrass

1
1
1

40
40
40

Annual Ryegrass
Perennial Ryegrass
Creeping Red Fescue
Kentucky Bluegrass

1.25
3.25
0.4
0.4

55
142
17
17

Oats
Tall Fescue
Annual Ryegrass

3
1
1

128 (3 bushel)
40
40

August 16th to November Rye
Tall Fescue
Annual Ryegrass

3
1
1

112 (2 bushel)
40
40

Wheat
Tall Fescue
Annual Ryegrass

3
1
1

120 (2 bushel)
40
40

Perennial Rye
Tall Fescue
Annual Ryegrass

1
1
1

40
40
40

Annual Ryegrass
Perennial Ryegrass
Creeping Red Fescue
Kentucky Bluegrass

1.25
3.25
0.4
0.4

40
40
40

November 1 to Feb. 29                 Use mulch only or dormant seeding

Note: Other approved species may be substituted.

1. Structural erosion and sediment control practices such 
as diversions and sediment traps shall be installed and 
stabilized with temporary seeding prior to grading the rest 
of the construction site.

2. Temporary seed shall be applied between construction 
operations on soil that will not be graded or reworked 
for 21 days or greater.  These idle areas shall be seeded 
within 7 days after grading.

3. The seedbed should be pulverized and loose to ensure the 
success of establishing vegetation. Temporary seeding 
should not be postponed if ideal seedbed preparation is 
not possible.

4. Soil Amendments—Temporary vegetation seeding rates 
shall establish adequate stands of vegetation, which may 
require the use of soil amendments.  Base rates for lime 
and fertilizer shall be used.

5. Seeding Method—Seed shall be applied uniformly with a 
cyclone spreader, drill, cultipacker seeder, or hydroseeder.  
When feasible, seed that has been broadcast shall be 
covered by raking or dragging and then lightly tamped 
into place using a roller or cultipacker.  If hydroseeding  
is used, the seed and fertilizer will be mixed on-site and 
the seeding shall be done immediately and without  
interruption.

Table 7.8.1  Temporary Seeding Species Selection



36            CHAPTER 7   Soil Stabilization

Mulching Temporary Seeding
1. Applications of temporary seeding shall include mulch, 

which shall be applied during or immediately after seeding.  
Seedings made during optimum seeding dates on favor-
able, very flat soil conditions may not need mulch to achieve 
adequate stabilization.

2. Materials:

• Straw—If straw is used, it shall be unrotted small-grain 
straw applied at a rate of 2 tons per acre or 90 lbs./ 1,000 
sq. ft.  (2-3 bales)

• Hydroseeders—If wood cellulose fiber is used, it shall be 
used at 2000 lbs./ ac. or 46 lb./ 1,000-sq.-ft.

• Other—Other acceptable mulches include mulch mattings 
applied according to manufacturer’s recommendations or 
wood chips applied at 6 ton/ ac.

3. Straw Mulch shall be anchored immediately to minimize 
loss by wind or water.  Anchoring methods:

• Mechanical—A disk, crimper, or similar type tool shall be 
set straight to punch or anchor the mulch material into 
the soil.  Straw mechanically anchored shall not be finely 
chopped but left to a length of approximately 6 inches.

• Mulch Netting—Netting shall be used according to the 
manufacturers recommendations.  Netting may be neces-
sary to hold mulch in place in areas of concentrated runoff 
and on critical slopes.

• Synthetic Binders—Synthetic binders such as Acrylic DLR 
(Agri-Tac), DCA-70, Petroset, Terra Track or equivalent may 
be used at rates recommended by the manufacturer.

• Wood-Cellulose Fiber—Wood-cellulose fiber binder shall be 
applied at a net dry wt.  of 750 lb./ac.  The wood-cellulose 
fiber shall be mixed with water and the mixture shall contain 
a maximum of 50 lb. / 100 gal.

Specifications
for

Temporary Seeding
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7.10  Permanent Seeding

Perennial vegetation is established on areas that will not be re-disturbed for periods longer 
than 12 months.  Permanent seeding includes site preparation, seedbed preparation, planting 
seed, mulching, irrigation and maintenance.

Permanent vegetation is used to stabilize soil, reduce erosion, prevent sediment pollution, 
reduce runoff by promoting in ltration, and provide stormwater quality bene ts offered by 
dense grass cover.

Permanent seeding should be applied to:

• Any disturbed areas or portions of construction sites at nal grade.  Permanent seeding 
should not be delayed on any one portion of the site at nal grade while construction on 
another portion of the site is being completed.  Permanent seeding shall be completed in 
phases, if necessary.

• Areas subject to grading activities but will remain dormant for a year or more.

Vegetation controls erosion by reducing the velocity and the volume of overland ow and 
protects bare soil surface from raindrop impact.  A healthy, dense turf promotes in ltration
and reduces the amount of runoff.  The establishment of quality vegetation requires selec-
tion of the right plant materials for the site, adequate soil amendments, careful seedbed 
preparation, and maintenance.

Description

Conditions Where Practice Applies

Planning Considerations
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Soil Compaction—Storm water quality and the amount of runoff both vary signi cantly
with soil compaction.  Non-compacted soils improve stormwater in ltration by promoting:
• dense vegetative growth;
• high soil in ltration & lower runoff rates;
• pollutant ltration, deposition & absorption; and
• bene cial biologic activity in the soil.
Construction activity creates highly compacted soils that restrict water in ltration and root 
growth.  The best time for improving soil condition is during the establishment of perma-
nent vegetation.  It is highly recommended that subsoilers, plows, or other implements are 
speci ed as part of nal seedbed preparation.  Use discretion in slip-prone areas.

Minimum Soil Conditions—Vegetation cannot be expected to stabilize soil that is unstable 
due to its texture, structure, water movement or excessively steep slope.  The following 
minimum soil conditions are needed for the establishment and maintenance of a long-lived 
vegetative cover.  If these conditions cannot be met, see the standards and speci cations for 
Topsoiling.
• Soils must include enough ne-grained material to hold at least a moderate amount of 

available moisture.
• The soil must be free from material that is toxic or otherwise harmful to plant growth.

See speci cations for permanent seeding below.

1. Expect emergence within 4 to 28 days after seeding, with legumes typically following 
grasses.  Check permanent seedlings within 4 to 6 weeks after planting.  Look for:
• Vigorous seedlings;
• Uniform ground surface coverage with at least 30% growth density;
• Uniformity with legumes and grasses well intermixed;
• Green, not yellow, leaves.  Perennials should remain green throughout the summer, at 

least at the plant bases.

2. Permanent seeding shall not be considered established for at least 1 full year from the 
time of planting.  Inspect the seeding for soil erosion or plant loss during this rst year.  
Repair bare and sparse areas.  Fill gullies.  Re-fertilize, re-seed, and re-mulch if required.  
Consider no-till planting.  A minimum of 70% growth density, based on a visual inspec-
tion, must exist for an adequate permanent vegetative planting.

• If stand is inadequate or plant cover is patchy, identify the cause of failure and take 
corrective action: choice of plant materials, lime and fertilizer quantities, poor seedbed 
preparation, or weather.  If vegetation fails to grow, have the soil tested to determine 
whether pH is in the correct range or nutrient de ciency is a problem.

• Depending on stand conditions, repair with complete seedbed preparation, then over-seed 
or re-seed.

• If it is the wrong time of year to plant desired species, over-seed with small grain cover 
crop to thicken the stand until timing is right to plant perennials or use temporary seed-
ing.  See Temporary Seeding standard.

Design Criteria

Maintenance
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 Site Preparation

1. Subsoiler, plow, or other implement shall be used to 
reduce soil compaction and allow maximum infiltration.  
(Maximizing infiltration will help control both runoff rate and 
water quality.)  Subsoiling should be done when the soil 
moisture is low enough to allow the soil to crack or fracture.  
Subsoiling shall not be done on slip-prone areas where 
soil preparation should be limited to what is necessary for 
establishing vegetation.

2. The site shall be graded as needed to permit the use of con-
ventional equipment for seedbed preparation and seeding.

3. Topsoil shall be applied where needed to establish  
vegetation.

Seedbed Preparation

1. Lime—Agricultural ground limestone shall be applied to 
acid soil as recommended by a soil test.  In lieu of a soil 
test, lime shall be applied at the rate of 100 pounds per 
1,000-sq. ft. or 2 tons per acre.

2. Fertilizer—Fertilizer shall be applied as recommended by a 
soil test.  In place of a soil test, fertilizer shall be applied at a 
rate of 25 pounds per 1,000-sq. ft. or 1000 pounds per acre 
of a 10-10-10 or 12-12-12 analyses.

3. The lime and fertilizer shall be worked into the soil with 
a disk harrow, spring-tooth harrow, or other suitable field 
implement to a depth of 3 inches.  On sloping land, the soil 
shall be worked on the contour.

Seeding Dates and Soil Conditions

Seeding should be done March 1 to May 31 or August 1 
to September 30.  If seeding occurs outside of the above-
specified dates, additional mulch and irrigation may be 
required to ensure a minimum of 80% germination.  Tillage 
for seedbed preparation should be done when the soil is dry 
enough to crumble and not form ribbons when compressed 
by hand.  For winter seeding, see the following section on 
dormant seeding.

Dormant Seedings

1. Seedings should not be made from October 1 through 
November 20.  During this period, the seeds are likely  
to germinate but probably will not be able to survive  
the winter.

2. The following methods may be used for “Dormant Seeding”:

add the required amounts of lime and fertilizer, then mulch 
and anchor.  After November 20, and before March 15, 
broadcast the selected seed mixture.  Increase the seeding 
rates by 50% for this type of seeding.

-
tions permit, prepare the seedbed, lime and fertilize, apply 
the selected seed mixture, mulch and anchor.  Increase the 
seeding rates by 50% for this type of seeding.

seeder, or hydro-seeder (slurry may include seed and fertil-
izer) on a firm, moist seedbed.

is used, the seedbed should be firmed following seeding 
operations with a cultipacker, roller, or light drag.  On sloping 
land, seeding operations should be on the contour where 
feasible.

Mulching

1. Mulch material shall be applied immediately after  
seeding. Dormant seeding shall be mulched.  100%  
of the ground surface shall be covered with an  
approved material.  

2. Materials

straw applied at the rate of 2 tons per acre or 90 pounds 
(two to three bales) per 1,000-sq. ft. The mulch shall be 
spread uniformly by hand or mechanically applied so the soil 
surface is covered.  For uniform distribution of hand-spread 
mulch, divide area into approximately 1,000-sq.-ft. sections 
and spread two 45-lb. bales of straw in each section.

applied at 2,000 lb./ac. or 46 lb./1,000 sq. ft.

control mattings or blankets applied according to manufac-
turer’s recommendations or wood chips applied at 6 tons 
per acre.

Specifications
for

Permanent Seeding
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Seed Mix
Seeding Rate

Notes:
Lbs./acre Lbs./1,000   Sq. Feet

General Use

Creeping Red Fescue
Domestic Ryegrass
Kentucky Bluegrass

20-40
10-20
20-40

1⁄2-1
1⁄4-1⁄2
1⁄2-1

For close mowing & for waterways with <2.0 
ft/sec velocity

Tall Fescue 40-50 1-1 1⁄4

Turf-type (dwarf) Fescue 90 2 1⁄4

Steep Banks or Cut Slopes

Tall Fescue 40-50 1-1 1⁄4

Crown Vetch
Tall Fescue

10-20
20-30

1⁄4-1⁄2
1⁄2-3⁄4

Do not seed later than August

Flat Pea
Tall Fescue

20-25
20-30

1⁄2-3⁄4
1⁄2-3⁄4

Do not seed later than August

Road Ditches and Swales

Tall Fescue 40-50 1-11⁄4

Turf-type
(Dwarf) Fescue
Kentucky Bluegrass

90
5

2 1⁄4
0.1

Lawns

Kentucky Bluegrass 
Perennial Ryegrass

100-120 2
2

Kentucky Bluegrass
Creeping Red Fescue

100-120 2
1-1/2

For shaded areas

3. Straw and Mulch Anchoring Methods

Straw mulch shall be anchored immediately to minimize loss by 
wind or water.

set straight to punch or anchor the mulch material into 
the soil.  Straw mechanically anchored shall not be finely 
chopped but, generally, be left longer than 6 inches.

manufacturer’s recommendations.  Netting may be neces-
sary to hold mulch in place in areas of concentrated runoff 
and on critical slopes.

-
mended by the manufacture or at the rate of 160 gallons per 
acre.

(Agri-Tac), DCA-70, Petroset, Terra Tack or equivalent may 
be used at rates specified by the manufacturer.

at a net dry weight of 750 pounds per acre.  The wood 
cellulose fiber shall be mixed with water with the mixture 
containing a maximum of 50 pounds cellulose per 100 gal-
lons of water. 

Irrigation

Permanent seeding shall include irrigation to establish vegeta-
tion during dry weather or on adverse site conditions, which 
require adequate moisture for seed germination and plant 
growth.

Irrigation rates shall be monitored to prevent erosion and dam-
age to seeded areas from excessive runoff.

Note:  Other approved seed species may be substituted.

Table 7.10.2   Permanent Seeding



PE
R

M
A

N
EN

T 
SE

ED
 M

IX
ES

Sl
op

e S
ta

bi
lit

y &
 N

at
ur

al 
Co

rri
do

rs
 S

ee
d 

Mi
x 

Sw
ale

 an
d 

Re
te

nt
io

n 
Ar

ea
 S

ee
d 

Mi
x 

oz
/ac

oz
/ac

51
2

Av
en

a 
sa

tiv
a

51
2

Av
en

a 
sa

tiv
a

16
0

Lo
liu

m
 m

ult
iflo

ru
m

 
16

0
Lo

liu
m

 m
ult

iflo
ru

m
 

oz
/ac

re
oz

/ac
re

Gr
as

se
s

16
An

dr
op

og
on

 g
er

ar
dii

 
8

Ca
re

x f
ra

nk
ii

16
Bo

ut
elo

ua
 cu

rti
pe

nd
ula

2
El

eo
ch

ar
is 

ob
tu

sa

48
El

ym
us

 ca
na

de
ns

is 
8

Ca
re

x v
ulp

ino
ide

a

48
El

ym
us

 vi
rg

ini
cu

s
32

Pa
nic

um
 vi

rg
at

um

32
Sc

hiz
ac

hy
riu

m
 sc

op
ar

ium
 

2
Sc

irp
us

 a
cu

tu
s

16
So

rg
ha

str
um

 n
ut

an
s

oz
/ac

re
Fo

rb
s

oz
/ac

re
2

As
cle

pia
s i

nc
ar

na
ta

Sw
am

p m
ilk

we
ed

1
M

on
ar

da
 fis

tu
los

a
2

As
ter

 no
va

e-
an

gli
ae

Ne
w 

En
gla

nd
 A

ste
r

2
Co

re
op

sis
 la

nc
eo

lat
a

2
Eu

pa
tor

ium
 pe

rfo
lia

tum

4
Ru

db
ec

ka
 h

irt
a

1
He

len
ium

 au
tum

na
le

Au
tum

n S
ne

ez
ew

ee
d

2
So

lid
ag

o 
ne

m
or

ali
s 

2
Mo

na
rd

a f
ist

ulo
sa

2
So

lid
ag

o 
sp

ec
ios

a
2

Ra
tib

ida
 pi

nn
ata

Ye
llo

w 
Co

ne
flo

we
r

2
Ru

db
ec

kia
 su

bto
me

nto
sa

Sw
ee

t B
lac

k-E
ye

d S
us

an

La
wn

 M
ix 

– S
un

 to
 p

ar
tia

l s
ha

de

lb
s/a

cr
e

20
Lo

liu
m

 m
ult

iflo
ru

m
 

An
nu

al 
Ry

eg
ra

ss
Fa

rm
 L

an
e A

re
a S

ee
d 

Mi
x 

10
0

Po
a 

pr
at

en
sis

 
Ke

ntu
ck

y B
lue

gr
as

s
10

0
Lo

liu
m

 p
er

en
ne

Pe
re

nn
ial

 R
ye

gr
as

s
oz

/ac 51
2

Av
en

a 
sa

tiv
a

La
wn

 M
ix 

–S
ha

de
16

0
Lo

liu
m

 m
ult

iflo
ru

m
 

lb
s/a

cr
e

20
Lo

liu
m

 m
ult

iflo
ru

m
 

An
nu

al 
Ry

eg
ra

ss
oz

/ac
re

10
0

Po
a 

pr
at

en
sis

 
Ke

ntu
ck

y B
lue

gr
as

s
64

Tr
ifo

liu
m

 p
ra

te
ns

e
10

0
Fe

stu
ca

 ru
br

a
Cr

ee
pin

g R
ed

 F
es

cu
e

32
Tr

ifo
liu

m
 re

pe
ns

W
hit

e C
lov

er

Pe
rm

an
en

t M
at

rix

Re
d C

lov
er

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 M

at
rix Gr

as
se

s
Se

ed
 O

ats
An

nu
al 

Ry
eg

ra
ss

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 M

at
rix Gr

as
se

s

Sw
itc

hg
ra

ss

Ha
rd

 S
tem

 R
us

h

Se
ed

 O
ats

An
nu

al 
Ry

eg
ra

ss

Pe
rm

an
en

t M
at

rix

Fr
an

k’s
 S

ed
ge

Bl
un

tS
pik

e R
us

h

Fo
x S

ed
ge

Gr
ey

 G
old

en
ro

d

Sh
ow

y G
old

en
ro

d

Ca
na

da
 W

ild
 R

ye

Vi
rg

ini
a W

ild
 R

ye

Lit
tle

 B
lue

ste
m

Ind
ian

 G
ra

ss

Se
ed

 O
ats

Gr
as

se
s

Te
m

po
ra

ry
 M

at
rix

An
nu

al 
Ry

eg
ra

ss

Pe
rm

an
en

t M
at

rix

Gr
as

se
s

Bi
g B

lue
ste

m

Si
de

-O
ats

 G
ra

ma

Be
rg

am
ot

Fo
rb

s

Bo
ne

se
t

Be
rg

am
ot

Gr
as

se
s

Gr
as

se
s

La
nc

ele
af 

co
re

op
is

Bl
ac

k-e
ye

d S
us

an



October 2007 Chapter 7 247 

SITE MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

Concrete washout areas are 
designated locations within 
a construction site that are 
either a prefabricated unit 
or a designed measure that 
is constructed to contain 
concrete washout. Concrete 
washout systems are typi-
cally used to contain wash-
out water when chutes and 
hoppers are rinsed following 
delivery. 

Purpose 

Specifications 

Concrete washout systems are implemented to reduce the discharge of pollutants 
that are associated with concrete washout waste through consolidation of solids 
and retention of liquids. Uncured concrete and associated liquids are highly alka-
line which may leach into the soil and contaminate ground water or discharge to 
a waterbody or wetland which can elevate the pH and be harmful to aquatic life. 
Performing concrete washout in designated areas and into specifically designed 
systems reduces the impact concrete washout will have on the environment. 

Site Management 

� Complete construction/installation of the system and have washout locations 
operational prior to concrete delivery. 

� Do not wash out concrete trucks or equipment into storm drains, wetlands, 
streams, rivers, creeks, ditches, or streets. 

� Never wash out into a storm sewer drainage system. These systems are typi-
cally connected to a natural conveyance system. 

� Where necessary, provide stable ingress and egress (see Temporary Con-
struction Ingress/Egress Pad on page 17). 

� It is recommended that washout systems be restricted to washing concrete 
from mixer and pump trucks and not used to dispose of excess concrete or 

Concrete Washout 
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residual loads due to potential to exceed the design capacity of the washout 
system. Small amounts of excess or residual concrete (not washout water) 
may be disposed of in areas that will not result in flow to an area that is to be 
protected.  

� Install systems at strategic locations that are convenient and in close prox-
imity to work areas and in sufficient number to accommodate the demand for 
disposal. 

� Install signage identifying the location of concrete washout systems. 
 

 

Location 

� Locate concrete washout systems at least 50 feet from any creeks, wetlands, 
ditches, karst features, or storm drains/manmade conveyance systems. 

� To the extent practical, locate concrete washout systems in relatively flat 
areas that have established vegetative cover and do not receive runoff from 
adjacent land areas. 

� Locate in areas that provide easy access for concrete trucks and other 
construction equipment. 

� Locate away from other construction traffic to reduce the potential for 
damage to the system. 

 

General Design Considerations 

� The structure or system shall be designed to contain the anticipated washout 
water associated with construction activities. 

� The system shall be designed, to the extent practical, to eliminate runoff 
from entering the washout system. 

� Runoff from a rainstorm or snowmelt should not carry wastes away from the 
washout location. 

� Washout will not impact future land uses (i.e., open spaces, landscaped ar-
eas, home sites, parks). 

� Washout systems/containment measures may also be utilized on smaller  
individual building sites. The design and size of the system can be  
adjusted to accommodate the expected capacity. 

 

Prefabricated Washout Systems/Containers 

� Self-contained sturdy containment systems that are delivered to a site and 
located at strategic locations for concrete disposal. 
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� These systems are manufactured to resist damage from construction equip-
ment and protect against leaks or spills. 

� Manufacturer or supplier provides the containers. The project site manager 
maintains the system or the supplier provides complete service that includes 
maintenance and disposal. 

� Units are often available with or without ramps. Units with ramps lend them-
selves to accommodate pump trucks. 

� Maintain according to the manufacturer’s recommendations. 
 

Designed and Installed Units 

These units are designed and installed on site. They tend to be less reliable than 
prefabricated systems and are often prone to failure. Concrete washout systems 
can be constructed above or below grade. It is not uncommon to have a system 
that is partly below grade with an additional containment structure above grade. 
 

� Washout systems shall utilize a pit or bermed area designed and maintained 
at a capacity to contain all liquid and concrete waste generated by washout 
operations. 

� The volume of the system must also be designed to contain runoff that drains 
to the system and rainfall that enters the system for a two-year  
frequency, 24-hour storm event. 

 

 

� Below Grade System 

�� A washout system installed below grade should be a minimum of ten  
feet wide by ten feet long, but sized to contain all liquid and waste 
that is expected to be generated between scheduled cleanout periods. 
The size of the pit may be limited by the size of polyethylene 
available. The polyethylene lining should be of adequate size to 
extend over the entire excavation. 

�� Include a minimum 12-inch freeboard to reasonably ensure that the 
structure will not overtop during a rain event. 

�� Line the pit with ten millimeter polyethylene lining to control seepage. 

�� The bottom of excavated pit should be above the seasonal high water  
table. 

 

� Above Grade System 

�� A system designed and built above grade should be a minimum of  
ten feet wide by ten feet long, but sized to contain all liquid and waste 
that is expected to be generated between scheduled cleanout periods.  
The size of the containment system may be limited by the size of 
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polyethylene available. The polyethylene lining should be of 
adequate size to extend over the berm or containment system. 

�� The system design may utilize an earthen berm, straw bales,  
sandbags, or other acceptable barriers that will maintain its shape  
and integrity and support the polyethylene lining. 

�� Include a minimum four-inch freeboard as part of the design. 
 
 

Washout Procedures 

� Do not leave excess mud in the chutes or hopper after the pour. Every effort 
should be made to empty the chutes and hopper at the pour. The less material 
left in the chutes and hopper, the quicker and easier the cleanout. Small 
amounts of excess concrete (not washout water) may be disposed of in areas 
that will not result in flow to an area that is to be protected. 

� At the washout location, scrape as much material from the chutes as possible 
before washing them. Use non-water cleaning methods to minimize the 
chance for waste to flow off site. 

� Remove as much mud as possible when washing out. 

� Stop washing out in an area if you observe water running off the designated 
area or if the containment system is leaking or overflowing and ineffective. 

� Do not back flush equipment at the project site. Back flushing should be  
restricted to the plant as it generates large volumes of waste that more than 
likely will exceed the capacity of most washout systems. If an emergency 
arises, back flush should only be performed with the permission of an on-site 
manager for the project. 

� Do not use additives with wash water. Do not use solvents or acids that may 
be used at the target plant. 

 

Materials  

� Minimum of ten millimeter polyethylene sheeting that is free of holes, tears, 
and other defects. The sheeting selected should be of an appropriate size to 
fit the washout system without seams or overlap of the lining (designed and 
installed systems). 

� Signage. 

� Orange safety fencing or equivalent. 

� Straw bales, sandbags (bags should be ultraviolet-stabilized geotextile 
fabric), soil material, or other appropriate materials that can be used to  
construct a containment system (above grade systems). 
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� Metal pins or staples at a minimum of six inches in length, sandbags, or  
alternative fastener to secure polyethylene lining to the containment system. 

� Non-collapsing and non-water holding cover for use during rain events 
(optional). 

Installation 

Prefabricated Washout Systems/Containers 

� Install and locate according to the manufacturer’s recommendations. 
 

 

Designed and Installed Systems 

� Utilize and follow the design in the storm water pollution prevention plan to 
install the system. 

� Dependent upon the type of system, either excavate the pit or install the 
containment system. 

� A base shall be constructed and prepared that is free of rocks and other 
debris that may cause tears or punctures in the polyethylene lining. 

� Install the polyethylene lining. For excavated systems, the lining should  
extend over the entire excavation. The lining for bermed systems should be 
installed over the pooling area with enough material to extend the lining over 
the berm or containment system. The lining should be secured with pins, sta-
ples, or other fasteners. 

� Place flags, safety fencing, or equivalent to provide a barrier to construction 
equipment and other traffic. 

� Place a non-collapsing, non-water holding cover over the washout facility 
prior to a predicted rainfall event to prevent accumulation of water and  
possible overflow of the system (optional). 

� Install signage that identifies concrete washout areas. 

� Post signs directing contractors and suppliers to designated locations. 

� Where necessary, provide stable ingress and egress (see Temporary 
Construction Ingress/Egress Pad on page 17) or alternative approach pad 
for concrete washout systems. 
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Maintenance 
 

� Inspect daily and after each storm event. 

� Inspect the integrity of the overall structure including, where applicable, the 
containment system. 

� Inspect the system for leaks, spills, and tracking of soil by equipment. 

� Inspect the polyethylene lining for failure, including tears and punctures. 

� Once concrete wastes harden, remove and dispose of the material. 

� Excess concrete should be removed when the washout system reaches  
50 percent of the design capacity. Use of the system should be discontinued 
until appropriate measures can be initiated to clean the structure. Prefabri-
cated systems should also utilize this criterion, unless the manufacturer has 
alternate specifications. 

� Upon removal of the solids, inspect the structure. Repair the structure as 
needed or construct a new system. 

� Dispose of all concrete in a legal manner. Reuse the material on site, recycle, 
or haul the material to an approved construction/demolition landfill site.  
Recycling of material is encouraged. The waste material can be used for  
multiple applications including but not limited to roadbeds and building.  
The availability for recycling should be checked locally. 

� The plastic liner should be replaced after every cleaning; the removal of  
material will usually damage the lining. 

� The concrete washout system should be repaired or enlarged as necessary to 
maintain capacity for concrete waste. 

� Concrete washout systems are designed to promote evaporation. However,  
if the liquids do not evaporate and the system is near capacity it may be  
necessary to vacuum or remove the liquids and dispose of them in an accept-
able method. Disposal may be allowed at the local sanitary sewer authority 
provided their National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits  
allow for acceptance of this material. Another option would be to utilize a 
secondary containment system or basin for further dewatering. 

� Prefabricated units are often pumped and the company supplying the unit 
provides this service. 

� Inspect construction activities on a regular basis to ensure suppliers, contrac-
tors, and others are utilizing designated washout areas. If concrete waste is 
being disposed of improperly, identify the violators and take appropriate  
action. 
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� When concrete washout systems are no longer required, the concrete wash-
out systems shall be closed. Dispose of all hardened concrete and other mate-
rials used to construct the system. 

� Holes, depressions and other land disturbances associated with the system 
should be backfilled, graded, and stabilized. 
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7.5  Dust Control

Dust control involves preventing or reducing dust from exposed soils or other sources dur-
ing land disturbing, demolition and construction activities to reduce the presence of air-
borne substances which may present health hazards, traf c safety problems or harm animal 
or plant life.

In areas subject to surface and air movement of dust where on-site and off-site damage is 
likely to occur if preventive measures are not taken.

Construction activities inevitably result in the exposure and disturbance of soil.  Fugitive 
dust results from both construction activities and as a result of wind erosion over the 
exposed earth surfaces.  Large quantities of dust are typically generated in heavy construc-
tion activities, such as road construction and subdivision, commercial or industrial develop-
ment, which involve disturbing signi cant areas of the soil surface.  Research of construc-
tion sites has established an average dust emission rate of 1.2 tons/acre/month for active 
construction.  Earth-moving activities comprise the major source of construction dust emis-
sions, but traf c and general disturbance of the soil also generate signi cant dust emissions.

Planning for dust control involves limiting the amount of soil disturbance at any one time as 
a key objective.  Therefore, phased clearing and grading operations (minimize disturbance-
phasing) and the utilization of other stabilization practices can signi cantly reduce dust 
emissions.  Undisturbed vegetative buffers (minimum 50-foot widths) left between graded 
areas and protected areas can also be very helpful in dust control by providing windbreaks 
and non-erosive areas.

Description

Conditions Where Practice Applies

Planning Considerations
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A number of measures can be utilized to limit dust either during or between construction 
stages or once construction is complete.  Generally the same methods that are used to limit 
erosion by limiting exposure of soils to rainfall can be used to limit dust including: stabiliz-
ing exposed soils with mulch, vegetation or permanent cover.  Additional methods particu-
lar to dust control include managing vehicles and construction traf c, road treatment and 
treatment of exposed soil with chemical stabilizers.  

Vegetative Cover – The most effective way to prevent dust from exposed soil is to provide 
a dense cover of vegetation.  In areas subject to little or no construction traf c, vegetative 
stabilization reduces dust drastically.  Timely temporary and permanent seedings must be 
utilized to accomplish this.  See TEMPORARY SEEDING & PERMANENT SEEDING.

Mulch - When properly applied, mulch offers a fast, effective means of controlling dust.  
Mulching is not recommended for areas within heavy traf c pathways.  Binders or tacki -
ers should be used to tack organic mulches.  See MULCHING.

Rough Graded Soils – Leaving the soil in a temporary state of rough grade, where clods 
rather than attened soils predominate the surface can reduce the amount of dust generated 
from areas during periods of higher winds.   This must be balanced by the need to reach a 
stage where the soil can be stabilized and may be only be necessary when high winds are 
predicted.

Watering - This is the most commonly used dust control practice.  The site is sprinkled 
with water until the surface is wet before and during grading and is repeated as needed.  It 
offers fast protection for haul roads and other heavy traf c routes.  Watering should be done 
at a rate that prevents dust but does not cause soil erosion.  Wetting agents are also available 
to increase the effectiveness of watering and must follow manufacturers instructions.

Chemical Stabilizers/Wetting Agents – Many products of this type are available and are 
usually most effective on typical mineral soils but may not be on predominantly organic 
soils such as muck.  Users are advised to pay attention to the limitations and instructions 
regarding each product. The following table lists various adhesives and provides corre-
sponding information on mixing and application:

Adhesive Water Dilution 

(Adhesive: Water)

Nozzle Type Application Rate 

Gallon/Acre

Latex Emulsion 12.5:1 Fine 235

Resin in Water 4:1 Fine 300

Acrylic Emulsion (No-traffic) 7:1 Coarse 450

Acrylic Emulsion (Traffic) 3.5:1 Coarse 350

Stone - Stone can be used to stabilize roads or other areas during construction using 
crushed stone or coarse gravel.  Research has shown the addition of bentonite to limestone 
roads (not igneous gravel) has shown bene ts in reducing dust.

Design Criteria

Table 7.5.1  Adhesives for Dust Control
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Windbreaks and Barriers – Where dust is a known problem, existing windbreak vegeta-
tion should be preserved.  Maintaining existing rows of trees or constructing a wind fence, 
sediment fence, or similar barrier can help to control air currents and blowing soil.  Place 
barriers perpendicular to prevailing air currents at intervals of about 15 times the barrier 
height.  

Calcium Chloride - This chemical may be applied by mechanical spreader as loose, dry 
granules or akes at a rate that keeps the surface moist but not so high as to cause water pol-
lution or plant damage.  Liquid application of a 35% calcium chloride solution is common.  
Note: application rates should be strictly in accordance with suppliers’ speci ed rates.

Street Cleaning - Paved areas that have accumulated sediment from construction sites 
should be cleaned daily, or as needed, utilizing a street sweeper or bucket -type loader or 
scraper. 

Most dust control measures, such as applications of water or road treatments will require 
monitoring and repeat applications as needed to accomplish good control.

Vegetation is removed from large areas of the construction site and left barren for long 
periods of time.

Continuous, scheduled monitoring of the construction site conditions is not made.

Operation and Maintenance

Common Problems / Concerns
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Specifications
for

Dust Control

1. Vegetative Cover and/mulch – Apply temporary or perma-
nent seeding and mulch to areas that will remain idle for 
over 21 days.  Saving existing trees and large shrubs will 
also reduce soil and air movement across disturbed areas.  
See Temporary Seeding; Permanent Seeding; Mulching 
Practices; and Tree and Natural Area Protection practices.

2. Watering – Spray site with water until the surface is wet 
before and during grading and repeat as needed, especially 
on haul roads and other heavy traffic routes.  Watering shall 
be done at a rate that prevents dust but does not cause 
soil erosion.  Wetting agents shall be utilized according to 
manufacturers instructions.

3. Spray-On Adhesives – Apply adhesive according to the fol-
lowing table or manufacturers’ instructions.

Adhesive
Water Dilution 

(Adhesive: Water)

Nozzle 

Type

Application 

Rate Gal./Ac.

Latex Emulsion 12.5:1 Fine 235

Resin in Water
Acrylic Emulsion
(No-traffic)

4:1 Fine 300

Acrylic Emulsion
(No-traffic)

7:1 Coarse 450

Acrylic Emulsion 
(Traffic)

3.5:1 Coarse 350

4. Stone – Graded roadways and other suitable areas will be 
stabilized using crushed stone or coarse gravel as soon as 
practicable after reaching an interim or final grade.  Crushed 
stone or coarse gravel can be used as a permanent cover to 
provide control of soil emissions.

5. Barriers – Existing windbreak vegetation shall be marked 
and preserved.  Snow fencing or other suitable barrier 
may be placed perpendicular to prevailing air currents at 
intervals of about 15 times the barrier height to control air 
currents and blowing soil.  

6. Calcium Chloride - This chemical may be applied by 
mechanical spreader as loose, dry granules or flakes at 
a rate that keeps the surface moist but not so high as to 
cause water pollution or plant damage.  Application rates 
should be strictly in accordance with suppliers’ specified 
rates.

7. Operation and Maintenance  - When Temporary Dust Control 
measures are used; repetitive treatment should be applied 
as needed to accomplish  
control.

 Street Cleaning - Paved areas that have accumulated 
sediment from construction should be cleaned daily, or as 
needed, utilizing a street sweeper or bucket -type endloader 
or scraper.

Table 7.5.1  Adhesives for Dust Control



 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 3 
SWP3 Inspection Forms and SWP3 Amendments, Grading, and 

Stabilization Log 



 

 

AEP OHIO TRANSMISSION COMPANY, INC. 
SEAMAN-ADAMS 138 KV LINE REBUILD AND LAWSHE 69 KV LINE EXTENSION PROJECT 

STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN (SWP3) INSPECTION FORM 
 

Date: ________________   Inspector’s Name/Title: __________________________________________________________________ 

Inspector’s Company: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Inspector Qualified in accordance with Part VII.BB of Permit:    Yes   No (Document Qualifications in Appendix 3 of SWP3) 

Inspection Type:  Weekly (once every seven calendar days) 

  Storm Event (0.5 inch or greater) Date: ____________ Amount: ____________ Duration: ____________ 
Rain Event(s) Since Last Inspection: 

Date: ____________  Amount: ________  Duration: _________ Date: ____________  Amount: ________  Duration: _________ 

Date: ____________  Amount: ________  Duration: _________ Date: ____________  Amount: ________  Duration: _________ 

Did any discharges occur during these events?    No   Yes, Location: ________________________________________________ 

Current Weather:    Clear   Cloudy   Fog   Rain   Snow   Sleet   High Winds   Other: __________ Temp: _______ 

Current Discharges:    No   Yes, Location: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence of Sediment/Pollutants Leaving the Site?    No   Yes, Location: _____________________________________________ 

Has Seeding Taken Place?    No   Yes, Location/Seed tag photo included: ___________________________________________ 

Erosion and Sediment Control Features / BMPs Inspected:  

 Filter Sock 
Location(s) (Structure # (STR#)): ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Properly anchored/installed:    Yes   No  Repairs Needed:    Yes   No  

Sediment Removal Required (Sediment one-third height for sock):    Yes   No 
Action Required/Taken/Location(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Orange Barrier Fence 
Location(s) (Wetland / Access Road / STR#): _______________________________________________________________________ 
Properly anchored/installed:    Yes   No  Repairs Needed:    Yes   No  
Action Required/Taken/Location(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Construction Entrance 
Location(s) (Reference intersection of road and nearest STR#): ________________________________________________________ 
Entrance Stabilized:    Yes   No Evidence of mud tracked on roadway:    Yes   No 
Action Required/Taken/Location(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Material Storage Areas (Including waste containers, fuel areas) 

Material Storage Areas located on site and shown on the SWP3:    Yes   No 

Materials properly contained and labeled:    Yes   No  Evidence of spills or releases:    Yes   No   
Action Required/Taken/Location(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 Concrete Washouts 
Location(s) (Access Road / STR#): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Properly installed and located at least 50 feet from wetlands/streams/ditches/storm drains:    Yes   No 

Replacement needed (concrete reaches 50 percent of the system):    Yes   No   
Action Required/Taken/Location(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Comments / Additional Control Measures Recommended: _________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If BMP modifications are made, you must update the SWP3 drawings and document changes on the SWP3 amendment log. 
 
Inspector’s Signature: _____________________________________________________  Date: _______________________ 



 

 

AEP OHIO TRANSMISSION COMPANY, INC. 
SEAMAN-ADAMS 138 KV LINE REBUILD AND LAWSHE 69 KV LINE EXTENSION PROJECT 

 
STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN 

AMENDMENTS, GRADING, AND STABILIZATION LOG 
 

Date: __________________ Inspector’s Name/Title: ____________________________________________________________ 

Location and Description of Grading and Stabilization Activities  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amendments to SWP3: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Date: __________________ Inspector’s Name/Title: ____________________________________________________________ 

Location and Description of Grading and Stabilization Activities 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amendments to SWP3: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Date: __________________ Inspector’s Name/Title: ____________________________________________________________ 

Location and Description of Grading and Stabilization Activities 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amendments to SWP3: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________



 

 

AEP OHIO TRANSMISSION COMPANY, INC.  
SEAMAN-ADAMS 138 KV LINE REBUILD AND LAWSHE 69 KV LINE EXTENSION PROJECT 

 
SUMMARY SWP3 INSPECTION RECORDS – FOR TCRs 

 
I have completed a review of the SWP3 inspections completed on the project for the period of ______________ to 
______________. 

The following major observations were made relating to the implementation of the SWP3 and review of the inspection log. 
 
Inspector Qualifications: 

 The inspections were performed by “qualified inspection personnel” knowledgeable in the principles of erosion and sediment 
control and skilled in assessing the effectiveness of control measures. 

 The inspections were NOT performed by “qualified inspection personnel” knowledgeable in the principles of erosion and 
sediment control and skilled in assessing the effectiveness of control measures. 

 Corrective Measures were taken on ______________ to provide “qualified inspection personnel” at the site. 

Permit Compliance Observations: 

 The project was in compliance with the SWP3 and permit during the review period.  

 The project was NOT in compliance with the SWP3 and permit during the review period as noted below: 

  Non-compliance issues included: 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Corrective Measures were taken on ______________ to correct the above non-compliance issues. 

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance 
with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted.  Based on 
my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, 
the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete.  I am aware that there are 
significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations. 

Name: _______________________________________________ 
Title: ________________________________________________ 
Signature: ____________________________________________ 
Date: ________________________________________________ 
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Duty to Inform Contractors and Subcontractors Signature Form 



 

AEP OHIO TRANSMISSION COMPANY, INC.  
SEAMAN-ADAMS 138 KV LINE REBUILD AND LAWSHE 69 KV LINE EXTENSION PROJECT 

 
DUTY TO INFORM CONTRACTORS AND SUBCONTRACTORS SIGNATURE FORM 

 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have been informed of the terms and conditions of the Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency’s General NPDES Permit for Storm Water Associated with Construction Activity, and have reviewed and understand the 
conditions and responsibilities of the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan for the AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
Seaman-Adams 138 kV Line Rebuild and Lawshe 69 kV Line Extension Project. I understand that Inspectors shall meet 
the qualifications outlined in Part VII.BB. of Ohio EPA Permit No.: OHC000005. 
 

Printed Name Company Signature Date 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 



This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 
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2/26/2021 5:31:41 PM

in

Case No(s). 20-1495-EL-BLN

Summary: Notice Proof of Compliance with Condition (3) and associated exhibit for the
Seaman-Adams 138 kV Transmission Line Rebuild Project electronically filed by Tanner
Wolffram on behalf of AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.


