
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
 
 
In the Matter of Commission’s  : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI 
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline   :  
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2  : Case No 89-8041-PL-TRF 
 

COBRA PIPELINE COMPANY, LTD’S RESPONSE TO THE PUCO’S OCTOBER 21, 
2020 ORDER IN CASE NO. 89-8041-PL-TRF 

 
 Cobra Pipeline Company, LTD (“Cobra”), the respondent in this proceeding, is engaged 

in the transportation of natural gas within the State of Ohio, and, as such, is defined as a pipeline 

company under Section 4905.03(f) of the Ohio Revised Code (“O.R.C.”).  As a pipeline 

company, Cobra is further defined as a public utility under O.R.C. §4905.02.   

Pursuant to O.R.C. §4905.30, a public utility must have its tariff filed with the Public 

Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCO” or “Commission”).  Cobra’s Tariff No. 1 (“Tariff No. 

1”) was filed with the Commission on June 29, 2007 in Case No. 89-8041-PL-TRF.  Cobra’s 

Tariff No. 1 was later amended on May 9, 2008 and April 16, 2009. 

On September 18, 2020, Cobra filed its Tariff No. 2 (“Tariff No. 2”) with the 

Commission in Case No. 89-8041-PL-TRF.   The Commission then issued an Opinion and Order 

(“Order”), dated October 21, 2020, that suspended Cobra’s Tariff No. 2 and ordered an 

investigation into Cobra’s Tariff No. 2.  The Commission Ordered investigation was docketed as 

Case No. 20-1613-PL-COI.  To comply with the Commission’s Order, Cobra has filed this 

Response (“Response”).    Cobra also agrees to supply, to the best of its ability, information 

requested by the Commission’s staff in the course of its investigation of Tariff No. 2. 

 Cobra files the following exhibits in support of Tariff No. 2: 

1) Business Description; 

2) Statement of Ownership; 
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3) Statement of Management; 

4) Employee Information; 

5) 2019 Annual Report to the PUCO; 

6) Most Recent IRS Tax Filings; 

7) Balance Sheet created for time period between June 1, 2019 to May 31, 2020; 

8) Income Statement created for time period between June 1, 2019 to May 31, 2020; 

9) Plant In Service/Identification of Used and Useful Property; 

10) Capital Accounts; 

11) Statement of Operating Expenses created for time period between June 1, 2019 to May 

31, 2020; 

12) Pro Forma Operating Expenses reflecting changes in expenses going forward; 

13) Retained Earnings; 

14) PUCO Tariff No. 2; 

15) Identification of Company’s Rates under Tariff No. 2; 

16) Contact Information; 

17)  Working Capital Spreadsheet created for time period between June 1, 2019 to May 31, 

2020; 

18) Verification of Contents. 

 Considering the statements made above, Cobra requests that the Commission determine 

the rates and charges contained in Tariff No. 2 to be reasonable, or in the alternative determine 

what rates should be charged by Cobra in order to provide Cobra with a reasonable level of 

compensation for its provision of safe and secure utility service to its customers. 

 



3 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

        /s/ Michael D. Dortch   
      Michael D. Dortch (0043897) 
      Justin M. Dortch (00900048)      
      KRAVITZ, BROWN, & DORTCH, LLC 
      65 East State Street, Suite 200 
      Columbus, Ohio 43215 
      Phone (614) 464-2000 
      Fax: (614) 464-2002 
      E-mail: mdortch@kravitzllc.com 
         jdortch@kravitzllc.com  
 
      Attorneys for Respondent 
      COBRA PIPELINE COMPANY, LTD 
 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
The PUCO’s e-filing system will serve notice of this filing upon counsel for the parties and 

the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio.   Further, I hereby certify that a true and 
accurate copy of the foregoing was served upon counsel for the parties this December 8, 2020, by 
electronic mail: 

 
James F. Lang     Werner L. Margard III 
N. Trevor Alexander    Assistant Attorney General 
Mark T. Keaney     Office of the Ohio Attorney General 
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan, & Aronoff 30 East Broad Street 
41 S. High Street    16th Floor 
1200 Huntington Center    Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Columbus, Ohio 43215    werner.margard@ohioattorneygeneral.com  
jlang@beneschlaw.com 
talexander@beneschlaw.com  
mkeaney@beneschlaw.com 
 

 
   

         
         /s/ Michael D. Dortch   

 
 



  BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
 
 
In the Matter of Commission’s  : 
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline   : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI 
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2  : 
 
 

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
 
Cobra Pipeline Co., LTD (“Cobra” or the “Company”) was founded in 2005. In February 

2008, Cobra acquired pipeline systems from Columbia Gas Transmission. Cobra owns and 

operates 217 miles of intrastate pipeline for the mainline transmission of natural gas in Ohio. The 

Cobra pipeline includes three separate systems referred to as Churchtown, Holmesville, and 

North Trumbull. Customers include local distribution companies, natural gas marketing 

companies, as well as commercial and industrial users.  

The Company derives its revenue from transmission and meter fees.  The pipeline is 

classified as a Hinshaw Pipeline operating under section 1(c) of the Natural Gas Act, thereby 

reporting to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (‘FERC”).   Hinshaw pipelines, by 

definition, operate within a single state, but can transport gas. Cobra is regulated by the Public 

Utility Commission of Ohio (“PUCO”) which governs the rates that the Company is permitted to 

charge its customers for intrastate transportation of natural gas pursuant to the express authority 

granted to the PUCO by the Ohio General Assembly in Chapter 4909 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

The PUCO also governs the safety of the pipelines.  



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

In the Matter of Commission’s :
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2 :

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP

Cobra Pipeline Company LTD (“Cobra”) is currently owned in the following manner:

1) Richard M. Osborne Trust – Mr. Richard M. Osborne Trustee – 85.93%
2) FCCC Co. II, LLC – 14.07%

Cobra anticipates that these ownership portions will be dissolved during its Bankruptcy Case, 

docketed as Case No. 19-15961 in the United State Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of 

Ohio. The types and percentages of ownership that will exist upon reorganization in Bankruptcy 

is not known at this time. These percentages and types of ownership will be negotiated as part of 

the Bankruptcy proceedings. 



 
 BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
 
 
In the Matter of Commission’s  : 
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline   : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI 
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2  : 
 
 

STATEMENT OF MANAGEMENT 

 

1. Business Consulting Associates, LLC, was hired as the President and Chief Executive 
Officer (“CEO”) of Cobra Pipeline Company, Ltd. (“Cobra”) on June 18, 2020.   A copy 
of the employment agreement (“Employment Agreement”) is attached as Exhibit A.  A 
copy of Cobra’s Resolution approving the Employment Agreement is attached as Exhibit 
B. 

 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

In the Matter of Commission’s :
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2 :

PLACEHOLDER FOR EMPLOYEE INFORMATION







BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

In the Matter of Commission’s :
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2 :

PLACEHOLDER FOR BALANCE SHEET



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

In the Matter of Commission’s :
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2 :

PLACEHOLDER FOR INCOME STATEMENT



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

In the Matter of Commission’s :
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2 :

PLACEHOLDER FOR PLANT IN SERVICE



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

In the Matter of Commission’s :
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2 :

PLACEHOLDER FOR CAPITAL ACCOUNTS



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

In the Matter of Commission’s :
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2 :

PLACEHOLDER FOR OPPERATING EXPENSES



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

In the Matter of Commission’s :
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2 :

PLACEHOLDER FOR OPPERATING EXPENSES – PRO FORMA



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

In the Matter of Commission’s :
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2 :

PLACEHOLDER FOR RETAINED EARNINGS





























































BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
 
 
In the Matter of Commission’s  : 
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline   : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI 
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2  : 
 
 

STATEMENT OF COMPANY’S RATES UNDER TARIFF NO. 2 
 
 
 

 FIRM SERVICE RESERVATION CHARGE:   $1.09 per MCF 
 

a. Commodity Charge:     $0.10 per MCF 
b. Authorized Overrun Firm Service    $1.09 per MCF 
c. Unauthorized Overrun Firm Service   $1.19 per MCF 

 
 
 INTTERUPTABLE SERVICE:     $1.09 per MCF 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
 
 
In the Matter of Commission’s  : 
Investigation of Cobra Pipeline   : Case No.20-1613-PL-COI 
Company, LTD’s Tariff No. 2  : 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

 Counsel for Company 
 
 Michael D. Dortch 
 Justin M. Dortch 
 Kravitz, Brown & Dortch, LLC 
 65 East State Street 
 Suite 200 
 Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 Phone: (614) 464-2000 
 Fax: (614) 464-2002 
 Email: mdortch@kravitzllc.com  
  jdortch@kravitzllc.com  

 
 
 

 Company Contact 
 
 Jessica Carothers 
 Cobra Pipeline Company, LTD 
 8635 East Avenue 
 Box 1420 
 Mentor, Ohio 44061 
 Phone: (440) 255-1945 
 Fax: (440) 255-1985 
 Email: jcarothers@cobrapipeline.com 

 





This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

12/10/2020 11:14:23 AM

in

Case No(s). 20-1613-PL-COI, 89-8041-PL-TRF

Summary: Response COBRA PIPELINE COMPANY LTD RESPONSE TO THE PUCO
OCTOBER 21 2020 ORDER IN CASE NO 89 8041 PL TRF electronically filed by Mr. Michael
D. Dortch on behalf of Cobra Pipeline Company LTD


