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Dear Director Pelanda,
 
We are writing to you as a member of the Ohio Power Siting Board to let you know our
opposition to the Union Solar Project, case #20-1405-EL-BGN.
 
Two weeks ago, we received a letter from attorneys representing ACCIONA Energy USA
Global LLC, outlining a proposed 325-megawatt solar project near our home in York
Township in Union County, Ohio.  We were identified as an adjacent landowner to the
Union Solar Project.  Many of our neighbors have signed contracts with the company to
lease their land for 30 years.  This is the first that we had heard of the project despite the
fact that they have reportedly been in our area approaching landowners for more than a
year.  Both the land owners and ACCIONA Energy have kept this project very secretive. 
 
We were born and raised in Union County.  After college, we moved away briefly but
quickly discovered that as our family grew, we wanted them to grow up on the backroads of
Union County just as we had.  So, we purchased 5 acres of partially wooded land in rural
Union County and built our dream home in 1995.   Our children grew up watching the deer,
turkey, opossum, groundhogs, raccoon and fox run through our yard and listening to the
coyotes howl and owls hoot at night.  We enjoy the solitude and the landscape.  Now we
are grandparents of three small children.  We have dreamed of the day we could share all
of that with them, too.  Living amongst hard working farmers who have been stewards of
the land around us up to this point, we thought our dream was safe.  Sadly, if this project is
approved, much of what we love about where we live will be taken away from not only me,
but from my neighbors who own only their home and a little bit of acreage.  All of that is in
danger of disappearing under the proposed project and we feel like we don’t have a
voice.  This project affects many more landowners than the 20 that signed their land
away.  We are writing to ask you for your help in stopping this project from going
further.  We don’t know where to turn.  We feel blindsided and hopeless and like we do not
have options or a voice. We would be grateful for an in person meeting to discuss this
matter further. 
 
The proposed solar project map is very vague but as best we can tell, there are maybe 20
land owners who signed a 5 year option to lease the land for 30 years. They stand to make
a lot of money at our expense. We know these people. Many of them do not live near the
land that will be turned into a solar farm.  They will not have to look out their window over
glaring acre after acre of glass and steel.  They will not have to hear the hum from the
panels.  They will not have to deal with the dust from lack of vegetation.  They will not have
to live with the disruption that comes with years of construction.  These farmers own many
acres of land and many own multiple houses.  We own 5 acres and one house on which we
are still paying a mortgage.  
 
We have been told by ACCIONA Energy that there is nothing to suggest that our home will
lose its value.  They do not have supporting data to back this up.  Why would anyone buy a
house across from a solar farm?    
 
There has been a Facebook page set up for folks in Union County who oppose the solar
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farm https://www.facebook.com/groups/1255045444864341.  Citizens Against Union
County Solar Farm currently has 300 members (added in just one week) who all oppose
solar farms in Union County.  As people have joined, others are saying that multiple
companies are approaching landowners daily to try to lease their land. Is this what we want
for Union County? Is this what we want for Ohio? Why is this company interested in Union
County, Ohio when the energy produced will not power our own homes?
 
The 2016 State of the States National Summary (American Farmland Trust) found that the
area that is being proposed has a high productivity, versatility and resiliency value
(PVR).  The higher PVR values indicate higher suitability for long-term, intensive crop
production, especially for food crops such as fruits, nuts, vegetables and staple
grains.  Why are we allowing companies to destroy valuable and productive land in
Ohio?  It is my understanding that the ground will not be useable after the project is finished
in 30 years.  Are we going to be the generation that leaves our problems for our children
and grandchildren?  
 
You can read more here: 
https://csp-fut.appspot.com/downloads/AFT_FUT_PVR_Fact_Sheet.pdf
 
We care about how the landscape of my hometown will be affected and wecare about the
destruction of productive land, and our main concern right now is our family and our
home.  We are worried about how this solar farm directly across from our house will
negatively impact our lives.  We do not want it.  Please help us. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.  If you are available for an in person
meeting, we can be reached at 937-243-0274, or at this email address.
 
Sincerely, 
Jovonny & Merry Smith
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