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LETTER OF NOTIFICATION
Ohio Power Company

Poston-Elliott 138kV Structure Relocation Project

4906-6-05

Ohio Power Company (the “Company”) is providing the following information to the Ohio Power Siting 
Board (“OPSB”) in accordance with the accelerated application requirements of Ohio Administrative Code 
Section 4906-6-05.

4906-6-05(B) General Information

B(1) Project Description

The name of the project and applicant's reference number, names, and reference
number(s) of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project
meets the requirements for a Letter of Notification.

The Company proposes the Poston-Elliott 138 kilovolt (“kV”) Structure Relocation Project (the “Project”)
in Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio. The Project consists of relocating Structure 47 approximately 
50-feet to the east of its current location to allow the transmission line to enter a different bay within the 
existing Elliott Substation. The new structure will be a single steel monopole.

The Project will be constructed on a single property currently owned by Ohio University. The Company is 
currently negotiating the right-of-way (ROW) necessary for the Project. The location of the existing and 
proposed locations of the facilities (collectively the “Project Area”) are shown on Figure 1 and Figure 2 in 
Appendix A. 

The Project meets the requirements for a Letter of Notification (“LON”) because it is within the types
of projects defined by Item (1)(d)(iii) of Appendix A to O.A.C. 4906-1-01, Application Requirement 
Matrix For Electric Power Transmission Lines:

(1) New construction, extension or relocation of single or multiple circuit electric power 
transmission line(s), or upgrading existing transmission or distribution line(s) for 
operation at a higher transmission voltage, as follows: 

(b) Line(s) greater than 0.2 miles in length but not greater than two miles in length.
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B(2) Statement of Need

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or natural gas transmission 
line, a statement explaining the need for the proposedfacility.

Structure #47 along the Poston – Elliott 138 kV line needs to be replaced due to non-jurisdictional work at 
Elliott station associated with PJM baseline project ID b2792. The existing structure cannot be reconfigured 
to serve as the new line exit location. The relocation of Structure 47 is required to reduce an outage on the 
existing Elliott 138/69 kV transformer from 12 weeks to 7 weeks.  

The pole replacement will not affect the system topology and, therefore, this Project was not presented to 
PJM. Because the Project does not create a new transmission line, it was not included in the Company's 
Long-Term Forecast Report.

B(3) Project Location

The applicant shall provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed 
lines and substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show 
existing and proposed transmission facilities in the project area.

Figure 1 shows the location of the Project in relation to existing transmission facilities on a United
States Geological Survey 1:24,000 topographic quadrangle. Figure 2 identifies the Project components on 
a 2016 aerial photograph.

B(4) Alternatives Considered

The applicant shall describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed 
location or route is best suited for the proposed facility. The discussion shall include, but 
not be limited to, impacts associated with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or 
engineering aspects of the project.

The Project is located within and adjacent to existing transmission line ROW on a single property owned 
by Ohio University. The Project Area and surrounding land uses consist of wooded hills, and agricultural 
and low-density residential land. The Project does not impact streams or wetlands and minimal tree 
clearing is required for the centerline and structure adjustment. As new Structure #47 will be placed 
adjacent to the centerline of the existing Poston-Elliott 138 kV transmission line on the edge of existing 
transmission ROW, and the Elliott Station is located approximately 125 feet southeast of the transmission 
structure to be relocated, the resulting alignment represents the most suitable and least impactful Project 
solution. Therefore, no alternatives were considered as part of this Project.
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B(5) Public Information Program

The applicant shall describe its public information program to inform affected property 
owners and tenants of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project 
construction and restoration activities.

The Company informs affected property owners and tenants about its projects through several different 
mediums.  Within seven (7) days of filing this LON, the Company will issue a public notice in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the Project Area.  The notice will comply with requirements of OAC Section 4906-
6-08(A)(1-6).  Further, the Company has mailed (or will mail) a letter, via first class mail, to affected 
landowners, tenants, contiguous owners and other landowners the Company may approach for an easement 
necessary for the construction, operation, or maintenance of the Project.  The letter will comply with 
requirements of OAC Section 4906-6-08(B).  The Company maintains a website 
(http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) which provides the public access to an electronic copy of this LON and 
the public notice for this LON.  An electronic copy of the LON will be served to the public library in each 
political subdivision for this Project.  The Company retains right-of-way land agents that discuss Project 
timelines, construction and restoration activities and convey information to affected owners and tenants 
throughout the project.

B(6) Construction Schedule

The applicant shall provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service 
date of the project.

The Company anticipates construction of the Project will begin in the fourth quarter of 2020, and the
in-service date (completion date) of the Project will be approximately January 2021.
 
B(7) Area Map
The applicant shall provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility 
with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image.

Figure 1 included in Appendix A identifies the location of the Project Area on a United States Geological 
Survey 1:24,000 quadrangle map. Figure 2 in Appendix A is an aerial map of the Project Area. To visit the 
Project from Columbus, take I-70 E towards Wheeling, West Virginia. Continue on I-70 for approximately 
3.2 miles, taking exit 105A for US-33 E/Southeast Expressway toward Lancaster. Continue on US-33 E for 
68 miles before merging onto OH-32 W/US-33 E/US-50 W towards Pomeroy/Chillicothe.  After 2.0 miles, 
use the left two lanes to take US-50 W/OH-32 W toward Chillicothe/Cincinnati. Follow for 1.2 miles before 
turning right onto S Blackburn Road.  Follow S Blackburn Road for 1.0 mile to the Elliott Substation.

B(8) Property Agreements

The applicant shall provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained 
easements, options, and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the 
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facility and a list of the additional properties for which such agreements have not been 
obtained.

Property Parcel 
Number

Easement Agreement/Option 
Obtained (Yes/No)

A029050101600 No

B(9) Technical Features

The applicant shall describe the following information regarding the technical features of 
the Project:

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and 
right-of-way and/or land requirements.

The transmission line extension construction is estimated to include the following:

Voltage: 138 kV
Conductors: (3) 636kCM ACSR 26/7 “Grosbeak”
Static Wire: (2) 3/8” EHS Steel 7 Strand
Insulators: Polymer deadends
ROW Width: 100-ft
Structure Types: One (1) steel monopole deadend

For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied 
residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the operation 
of the proposed electric power transmission line. The discussion shall include:

B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields

Not applicable. There are no occupied residences or institutions located within 100 feet of the Project. 

B(9)(c) Project Costs 

The estimated capital cost of the project.

The estimated capital cost of the Project, comprised of applicable tangible and capital costs, is 
approximately $330,000 (Class 4).
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B(10) Social and Economic Impacts

The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project.
B(10)(a) Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed 
project, including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected.

The Project is located within Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio.  Land use in the Project Area consists 
of dispersed residences within a rural landscape and agriculture.  Land use of the Project is existing
transmission line ROW, open field, and woodlot.  The closest residence is located approximately 180 feet 
west of the existing Structure #46, which is not being removed.  Additional residential development gets 
slightly denser to the southwest of the Project. The Project will require a minor shift along approximately 
1,200 feet of ROW from existing Structure #46 to the adjusted location of existing Structure#47 and into
Elliott Station.  The shift of existing Structure #47 will occur approximately 600 feet away from the nearest 
residence. The Project will require approximately 1.2 acres of tree clearing.

B(10)(b) Agricultural Land Information

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all 
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application 
within the potential disturbance area of the project.

According to the Athens County Auditor’s Office, as of July 15, 2020, the parcel crossed by the Project
(Parcel No. A029050101600) does not contain registered Agricultural District Land. Additionally, the 
Project Area does not contain active agricultural row crop land (Figure 2 in Appendix A).

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of significant archeological or cultural resources that may be located within the potential 
disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy 
of any document produced as a result of the investigation.

In July 2020, the Company’s consultant conducted Phase I Cultural Resource Management Investigations 
for the Poston-Elliott 138kV Relocation Project in Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio. The fieldwork 
involved visual inspection and photographic documentation methods of investigation. There were no 
archaeological resources identified during these investigations and there were no significant architectural
resources identified. Correspondence from the State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) was received in
August 2020 (Appendix B). The SHPO stated that the Project will have no adverse effect on historic 
properties and that no further archaeological or cultural work is necessary.

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have 
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a list 
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of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with siting 
and constructing the project.

Coordination with the SHPO, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has been completed and coordination letters can be found in
Appendix B.

A Notice of Intent (NOI) will be filed with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for authorization of
construction storm water discharge under General Permit OHC000005, and the Company will implement
and maintain best management practices as outlined in the project-specific Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan to minimize erosion and sediment to project surface water quality during storm events.

A wetland and stream identification field investigation was completed by the Company’s consultant 
(Appendix C).  Two intermittent streams and one ephemeral stream were identified within the immediate 
vicinity of the Project. No wetlands were identified within the study area. The streams are located within 
the existing and proposed transmission line ROW and are spanned by the line between Structures 46 and 
47 and impacts to aquatic resources are anticipated. Therefore, a Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) or Individual Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (“OEPA”) are not required.

The Project is not located within a Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”) 100-year floodplain 
area (FEMA, Flood Insurance Rate Map, Panel 230C, Map Number 39009C0230C, Effective Date 
December 18, 2009). Therefore, no floodplain permitting is required for the Project. 

There are no other known local, state, or federal requirements that must be met prior to commencement of 
the Project.

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened species, 
rare species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and species of 
special interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a 
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a 
result of the investigation.

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) County Distribution of Federally-Listed 
Threatened, Endangered, Proposed, and Candidate Species (available at 
https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/lists/pdf/OhioCtyList29Jan2018.pdf) document was 
reviewed to determine the threatened and endangered species known to occur in Athens County. This 
USFWS publication listed the following species as occurring within Athens County: Indiana bat (Myotis 
sodalis; federally endangered), northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis; federally threatened), 
fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaraia; federally endangered), sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus; federally 
endangered), pink mucket (Lampsilis abrupta; federally endangered), snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra; 
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federally endangered), and American burying beetle (Nicrophorus americanus; federally endangered). A
coordination letter was submitted to the USFWS’ Ohio Ecological Services Field Office on July 8, 2020 
seeking technical assistance on the Project for potential impacts to threatened or endangered species. In a 
response received on July 15, 2020, USFWS stated that due to the project type, size and location impacts to 
federally-listed species or critical habitat are not anticipated.

Several state-listed threatened species, endangered species, and species of concern are listed by the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources (“ODNR”) (available at 
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/portals/wildlife/pdfs/species%20and%20habitats/state-
listed%20species/athens.pdf) as occurring, or potentially occurring in Athens County. These state-listed 
species are addressed in detail in the Ecological Report (Appendix C).  A coordination letter was submitted 
to the ODNR Division of Wildlife (“DOW”) on July 8, 2020 seeking technical assistance for potential 
impacts to threatened or endangered species in the vicinity of the Project Area. In a response received on 
August 10, 2020, ODNR-DOW stated that due to the project type, location and size impacts to state-listed 
species or unique and critical habitats are anticipated. ODNR-DOW recommended that the Company 
conduct a desktop review of the Project area to identify portals and potential hibernacula for state and 
federally-listed bat species. The Company’s consultant completed a desktop review on August 11, 2020. 
According to the ODNR’s Ohio Mine data, there are no portals or mines within two miles of the Project area. 
Therefore, it is not anticipated that the Project will impact hibernacula that could be used by federally or 
state-listed bat species.

Coordination letters from USFWS and ODNR are provided in Appendix B.

B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, floodplains, 
wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild and scenic 
rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife 
sanctuaries) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a 
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a 
result of the investigation.

Coordination letters were submitted to the USFWS and ODNR requesting a review of the Project and
identification of areas of ecological concern. The USFWS response received on July 15, 2020 (Appendix B),
indicated there were no federal wilderness areas, wildlife refuges or designated critical habitat within the 
vicinity of the Project. The ODNR response received on August 10, 2020 (Appendix B) indicated that 
according to the Ohio Natural Heritage Database (ODNR), no known unique ecological sites, geologic 
features, animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state natural preserves, state or national 
parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas are located within 
the Project area.

No properties identified in the National Conservation Easement Database
(http://www.conservationeasement.us) were identified in the Project Area.
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The Project is not located within a Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”) 100-year floodplain 
area (FEMA, Flood Insurance Rate Map, Panel 230C, Map Number 39009C0230C, Effective Date 
December 18, 2009). Therefore, no floodplain permitting is required for the Project. 

Wetland and stream delineation field surveys were completed within the Project Area by the Company’s 
consultant in June 2020. The results of the survey are presented in the Ecological Survey Report included 
in Appendix C. In general, the habitat encountered within the study area consisted primarily of maintained 
transmission line ROW consisting of dense scrub vegetation consisting of nuisance and invasive species 
(wild blackberry [Rubus allegheniensis] and autumn olive [Elaeagnus umbellata]), as well-forested areas
and open fields. The primary habitat found in this Project area is not likely to be preferred or critical habitat 
for state or federally listed species. Two intermittent streams and one ephemeral stream were identified 
within the approximately three-acre Study Area. These streams will either be spanned by the Project or 
avoided all together.  Therefore, these resources will not be impacted by the Project.

B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions 
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.

To the best of the Company’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in substantial
environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.
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 Phase I Cultural Resource Management Investigations for the Poston-Elliott 
Structure 47 Relocation Project in Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio 



Office of Real Estate
                John Kessler, Chief
2045 Morse Road – Bldg. E-2

Columbus, OH  43229
Phone: (614) 265-6621

                                                               Fax: (614) 267-4764

August 10, 2020

Kristen Vonderwish
GAI Consultants
6000 Town Center Blvd., Suite 300
Canonsburg, PA 15317

Re: 20-694; AEP-Poston Elliott 138 kV Line Structure Relocation Project

Project: The proposed Project involves the relocation of a structure on the Poston-Elliott 138 kV 
Transmission Line adjacent to the Elliott Station.

Location: The proposed project is located in Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above 
referenced project.  These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the 
Department.  These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource 
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or 
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or
federal laws or regulations.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has no records at or within a one-
mile radius of the project area. 

A review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database indicates there are no other records of state 
endangered or threatened plants or animals within the project area. There are also no records of 
state potentially threatened plants, special interest or species of concern animals, or any federally 
listed species. In addition, we are unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features, 
animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature preserves, state or national 
parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas within 
the project area. The review was performed on the project area you specified in your request as 
well as an additional one-mile radius. Records searched date from 1980.

Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information 
from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that 
rare species or unique features are absent from that area. Although all types of plant communities 
have been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas.

Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.



The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided 
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that best management practices be utilized to 
minimize erosion and sedimentation.

The entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered 
and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state 
endangered and federally threatened species, the little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), a state 
endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state endangered species.
During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these species of bats 
predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in the 
leaves. However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost trees.
If trees are present within the project area, and trees must be cut, the DOW recommends cutting 
only occur from October 1 through March 31, conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or 

If trees are present within 
the project area, and trees must be cut during the summer months, the DOW recommends a mist 
net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1 through August 15, prior to any cutting.
Mist net and acoustic surveys should be conducted in accordance with the most recent version of 
the “OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE GUIDANCE FOR BAT SURVEYS AND TREE 
CLEARING”. If state listed bats are documented, DOW recommends cutting only occur from 
October 1 through March 31, however, limited summer tree cutting may be acceptable after 
consultation with DOW (contact Sarah Stankavich, sarah.stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us).

The DOW also recommends that a desktop or field-based habitat assessment is conducted to 
determine if there are potential hibernaculum(a) present within the project area. Habitat 
assessments should be conducted in accordance with the current USFWS “Range-wide Indiana 
Bat Survey Guidelines” and submitted to Sarah Stankavich, sarah.stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us if 
potential hibernacula are present within .25 miles of the project area. If a potential hibernaculum 
is found, the DOW recommends a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface disturbance buffer 
around the hibernaculum entrance, however, limited summer or winter tree cutting may be 
acceptable after consultation with DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface impacts to a 
hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the following listed mussel species.
Federally Endangered
club shell (Pleurobema clava)
fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria)
pink mucket (Lampsilis orbiculata)
sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus)
snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra)

State Threatened
black sandshell (Ligumia recta)
fawnsfoot (Truncilla donaciformis)
threehorn wartyback (Obliquaria reflexa)

Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream of sufficient 
size, this project is not likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the following listed fish species.
State Endangered
spotted darter (Etheostoma maculatum)



State Threatened
channel darter (Percina copelandi)
paddlefish (Polyodon spathula)
river darter (Percina shumardi)
The DOW recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from April 15 through June 30 to 
reduce impacts to indigenous aquatic species and their habitat. If no in-water work is proposed in 
a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact these or other aquatic species.

The project is within the range of the timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus), a state endangered
species, and a federal species of concern. The timber rattlesnake is a woodland species. In 
addition to using wooded areas, the timber rattlesnake also utilizes sunlit gaps in the canopy for 
basking and deep rock crevices known as den sites for overwintering. Due to the location, the 
type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to 
impact this species.

The project is within the range of the eastern spadefoot toad (Scaphiopus holbrookii), a state 
endangered species. This species is found in areas of sandy soils that are associated with river 
valleys. Breeding habitats may include flooded agricultural fields or other water holding 
depressions. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work 
proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species.

The project is within the range of the midland mud salamander (Pseudotriton montanus 
diastictus), a state threatened species. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the project 
area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species.

Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we
recommend that this project be coordinated with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment.

The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need for any 
floodplain permits or approvals for this project. Your local floodplain administrator contact
information can be found at the website below.

http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community
%20Contact%20List_8_16.pdf

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Sarah Tebbe,
Environmental Specialist, at (614) 265-6397 or  Sarah.Tebbe@dnr.state.oh.us if you have 
questions about these comments or need additional information.

Mike Pettegrew
Environmental Services Administrator (Acting)
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Ecological Survey Report



















































A
th

en
s

C
ou

nt
y

PR
O

JE
C

T 
LO

C
AT

IO
N

0
2,

00
0

4,
00

0
1,

00
0

Fe
et

D
R

AW
N

 B
Y:

 E
FJ

C
H

EC
KE

D
: E

AD
D

AT
E:

 7
/1

4/
20

20
AP

PR
O

V
ED

: J
JN

PO
S

TO
N

-E
LL

IO
TT

 1
38

 k
V

 L
IN

E
ST

R
U

C
TU

R
E

 R
E

LO
C

AT
IO

N
 P

R
O

JE
C

T
AM

ER
IC

AN
 E

LE
C

TR
IC

 P
O

W
E

R

FI
G

U
R

E 
1

PR
O

JE
C

T 
LO

C
AT

IO
N

 M
AP

LE
G

EN
D

St
ud

y 
A

re
a

C
ou

nt
y 

Bo
un

da
ry

p

 G
:\R

20
00

62
.1

3 
- G

IS
\M

XD
\W

D
SI

R
\F

ig
1_

P
ro

je
ct

_L
oc

at
io

n_
20

20
_0

7_
14

.m
xd

AT
H

EN
S 

C
O

U
N

TY
, O

H
IO

R
EF

ER
E

N
C

E:
 U

SG
S 

7.
5'

 T
O

PO
G

R
A

PH
IC

 Q
U

AD
R

AN
G

LE
S:

 T
H

E
PL

AI
N

S 
(1

97
7)

 A
N

D
 A

TH
EN

S 
(1

98
5)

, O
H

IO
, O

BT
AI

N
ED

TH
R

O
U

G
H

 E
SR

I U
SA

 T
O

PO
 M

AP
S,

 N
AT

IO
N

AL
 G

EO
G

R
AP

H
IC

TO
PO

 A
N

D
 U

SG
S,

 A
C

C
ES

SE
D

 0
7/

20
20

.



S0
03

S0
02

S0
01

W
hC

B
rE

N
ew

1A
F

W
hD

Vb
D

G
uD

W
hE

W
hE

W
hE

D
tF

G
uC

W
hE

Vb
E

W
hE

W
hE

W
hF

W
hD

U
pC

Vb
E

U
pD

N
ew

1A
F

N
ew

1A
F

D
tE

W
hC

W
hE

Li
c1

B
1

AT
H

EN
S

TO
W

N
SH

IP

AT
H

EN
S

C
O

U
N

TY
, O

H
IO

PR
O

JE
C

T 
LO

C
AT

IO
N

0
20

0
40

0
10

0
Fe

et

FI
G

U
R

E 
2

R
ES

O
U

R
C

E 
LO

C
AT

IO
N

 M
AP

LE
G

EN
D

St
re

am

St
ud

y 
A

re
a

N
W

I W
et

la
nd

10
0-

Ye
ar

 F
lo

od
pl

ai
n

FE
M

A 
Fl

oo
dw

ay

So
il 

Ty
pe

 B
ou

nd
ar

y

p

 G
:\R

20
00

62
.1

3 
- G

IS
\M

XD
\W

D
SI

R
\F

ig
2_

R
es

ou
rc

e_
Lo

ca
tio

n_
M

ap
_2

02
0_

07
_1

4.
m

xd

R
EF

ER
EN

C
E

S:
 E

SR
I W

O
R

LD
 IM

A
G

E
R

Y 
(C

LA
R

IT
Y

),
AR

C
G

IS
 O

N
LI

N
E,

 A
C

C
ES

SE
D

 0
7/

20
20

. W
O

R
LD

TR
A

N
S

PO
R

TA
TI

O
N

, E
SR

I, 
D

EL
O

R
M

E,
 H

ER
E

,
M

AP
M

Y
IN

D
IA

, T
O

M
TO

M
, ©

 O
PE

N
ST

R
E

ET
M

A
P

C
O

N
TR

IB
U

TO
R

S
, A

N
D

 T
H

E 
G

IS
 U

SE
R

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y,

O
B

TA
IN

E
D

 T
H

R
O

U
G

H
 E

SR
I A

R
C

G
IS

 O
N

LI
N

E
, A

C
C

E
SS

ED
07

/2
02

0.
 N

AT
IO

N
AL

 W
ET

LA
N

D
 IN

VE
N

TO
R

Y 
(N

W
I)

W
E

TL
AN

D
S

, U
S

FW
S

, 2
01

9.
 N

AT
IO

N
A

L 
FL

O
O

D
 H

A
ZA

R
D

LA
Y

ER
, F

E
D

ER
A

L 
E

M
E

R
G

E
N

C
Y 

M
AN

A
G

E
M

E
N

T 
AG

EN
C

Y
(F

E
M

A)
, O

H
IO

, 2
01

9.
 S

O
IL

 S
U

R
V

EY
 G

E
O

G
R

A
PH

IC
(S

SU
R

G
O

) D
AT

AB
AS

E,
 U

SD
A

/N
R

C
S

, 2
01

9.
 O

H
IO

D
EP

A
R

TM
EN

T 
O

F 
N

AT
U

R
AL

 R
ES

O
U

R
C

ES
 (O

D
N

R
) L

AN
D

,
20

18
.

D
R

AW
N

 B
Y:

 E
FJ

C
H

EC
KE

D
: E

AD
D

AT
E:

 7
/1

4/
20

20
AP

PR
O

V
ED

: J
JN

PO
S

TO
N

-E
LL

IO
TT

 1
38

 k
V

 L
IN

E
ST

R
U

C
TU

R
E

 R
E

LO
C

AT
IO

N
 P

R
O

JE
C

T
AM

ER
IC

AN
 E

LE
C

TR
IC

 P
O

W
E

R

AT
H

EN
S 

C
O

U
N

TY
, O

H
IO



S0
03

S0
02

S0
01

Ho
ck

in
g

Ri
ve

r (
W

W
H)

MargaretCreek(WWH)

PR
O

JE
C

T 
LO

C
AT

IO
N

0
60

0
1,

20
0

30
0

Fe
et

FI
G

U
R

E 
3

ST
R

EA
M

 E
LI

G
IB

IL
IT

Y 
M

AP
LE

G
EN

D
St

re
am

N
H

D
 S

tre
am

W
Q

S 
St

re
am

St
ud

y 
A

re
a

O
hi

o 
EP

A 
S

tre
am

 E
lig

ib
ili

ty
:

In
el

ig
ib

le

Po
ss

ib
ly

 E
lig

ib
le

El
ig

ib
le

p

 G
:\R

20
00

62
.1

3 
- G

IS
\M

XD
\W

D
SI

R
\F

ig
3_

S
tre

am
_E

lig
ib

ili
ty

_M
ap

_2
02

0_
07

_1
4.

m
xd

R
EF

ER
EN

C
E

S:
 E

SR
I W

O
R

LD
 IM

A
G

E
R

Y,
 M

AX
AR

 (2
01

6)
,

AR
C

G
IS

 O
N

LI
N

E,
 A

C
C

ES
SE

D
 0

7/
20

20
. W

O
R

LD
TR

A
N

S
PO

R
TA

TI
O

N
, E

SR
I, 

D
EL

O
R

M
E,

 H
ER

E
,

M
AP

M
Y

IN
D

IA
, T

O
M

TO
M

, ©
 O

PE
N

ST
R

E
ET

M
A

P
C

O
N

TR
IB

U
TO

R
S

, A
N

D
 T

H
E 

G
IS

 U
SE

R
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y,
O

B
TA

IN
E

D
 T

H
R

O
U

G
H

 E
SR

I A
R

C
G

IS
 O

N
LI

N
E

, A
C

C
E

SS
ED

07
/2

02
0.

 S
TR

EA
M

 E
LI

G
IB

IL
IT

Y,
 O

H
IO

 E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
TA

L
PR

O
TE

C
TI

O
N

 A
G

EN
C

Y 
(O

E
PA

), 
20

17
. N

H
D

 S
TR

EA
M

S,
N

AT
IO

N
AL

 H
YD

R
O

G
R

AP
H

Y 
D

AT
A

SE
T 

(N
H

D
), 

U
S

G
S,

 2
01

8.
W

Q
S 

S
TR

EA
M

S
, O

H
IO

 W
AT

E
R

 Q
U

A
LI

TY
 S

TA
N

D
AR

D
S

,
20

10
.

D
R

AW
N

 B
Y:

 E
FJ

C
H

EC
KE

D
: E

AD
D

AT
E:

 7
/1

4/
20

20
AP

PR
O

V
ED

: J
JN

PO
S

TO
N

-E
LL

IO
TT

 1
38

 k
V

 L
IN

E
ST

R
U

C
TU

R
E

 R
E

LO
C

AT
IO

N
 P

R
O

JE
C

T
AM

ER
IC

AN
 E

LE
C

TR
IC

 P
O

W
E

R

AT
H

EN
S 

C
O

U
N

TY
, O

H
IO





































July 8, 2020 
Project R200062.13 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 
 

PROJECT LOCATION MAP 



ATHENS
COUNTY

ATHENS
TOWNSHIP

0 2,000 4,0001,000
Feet

DRAWN BY: KJB
CHECKED: EFJ

DATE: 7/8/2020
APPROVED: 

LEGEND
Proposed Transmission

Township Boundary

County Boundary

p

 G:\R200062.13 - GIS\MXD\RTE\RTE_Location_Map_2020_07_08.mxd

REFERENCE: USGS 7.5' TOPOGRAPHIC QUADRANGLES: THE PLAINS (1977) AND ATHENS (1985), OHIO, OBTAINED THROUGH ESRI USA TOPO MAPS, NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC TOPO AND USGS, ACCESSED 07/2020.

ATHENS COUNTY, OHIO

PROJECT LOCATION

POSTON-ELLIOTT 138kV
STRUCTURE RELOCATION

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER

PROJECT LOCATION MAP



Office of Real Estate
                John Kessler, Chief
2045 Morse Road – Bldg. E-2

Columbus, OH  43229
Phone: (614) 265-6621

                                                               Fax: (614) 267-4764

August 10, 2020

Kristen Vonderwish
GAI Consultants
6000 Town Center Blvd., Suite 300
Canonsburg, PA 15317

Re: 20-694; AEP-Poston Elliott 138 kV Line Structure Relocation Project

Project: The proposed Project involves the relocation of a structure on the Poston-Elliott 138 kV 
Transmission Line adjacent to the Elliott Station.

Location: The proposed project is located in Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above 
referenced project.  These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the 
Department.  These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource 
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or 
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or
federal laws or regulations.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has no records at or within a one-
mile radius of the project area. 

A review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database indicates there are no other records of state 
endangered or threatened plants or animals within the project area. There are also no records of 
state potentially threatened plants, special interest or species of concern animals, or any federally 
listed species. In addition, we are unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features, 
animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature preserves, state or national 
parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas within 
the project area. The review was performed on the project area you specified in your request as 
well as an additional one-mile radius. Records searched date from 1980.

Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information 
from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that 
rare species or unique features are absent from that area. Although all types of plant communities 
have been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas.

Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.



The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided 
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that best management practices be utilized to 
minimize erosion and sedimentation.

The entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered 
and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state 
endangered and federally threatened species, the little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), a state 
endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state endangered species.
During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these species of bats 
predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in the 
leaves. However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost trees.
If trees are present within the project area, and trees must be cut, the DOW recommends cutting 
only occur from October 1 through March 31, conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or 

If trees are present within 
the project area, and trees must be cut during the summer months, the DOW recommends a mist 
net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1 through August 15, prior to any cutting.
Mist net and acoustic surveys should be conducted in accordance with the most recent version of 
the “OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE GUIDANCE FOR BAT SURVEYS AND TREE 
CLEARING”. If state listed bats are documented, DOW recommends cutting only occur from 
October 1 through March 31, however, limited summer tree cutting may be acceptable after 
consultation with DOW (contact Sarah Stankavich, sarah.stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us).

The DOW also recommends that a desktop or field-based habitat assessment is conducted to 
determine if there are potential hibernaculum(a) present within the project area. Habitat 
assessments should be conducted in accordance with the current USFWS “Range-wide Indiana 
Bat Survey Guidelines” and submitted to Sarah Stankavich, sarah.stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us if 
potential hibernacula are present within .25 miles of the project area. If a potential hibernaculum 
is found, the DOW recommends a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface disturbance buffer 
around the hibernaculum entrance, however, limited summer or winter tree cutting may be 
acceptable after consultation with DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface impacts to a 
hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the following listed mussel species.
Federally Endangered
club shell (Pleurobema clava)
fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria)
pink mucket (Lampsilis orbiculata)
sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus)
snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra)

State Threatened
black sandshell (Ligumia recta)
fawnsfoot (Truncilla donaciformis)
threehorn wartyback (Obliquaria reflexa)

Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream of sufficient 
size, this project is not likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the following listed fish species.
State Endangered
spotted darter (Etheostoma maculatum)



State Threatened
channel darter (Percina copelandi)
paddlefish (Polyodon spathula)
river darter (Percina shumardi)
The DOW recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from April 15 through June 30 to 
reduce impacts to indigenous aquatic species and their habitat. If no in-water work is proposed in 
a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact these or other aquatic species.

The project is within the range of the timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus), a state endangered
species, and a federal species of concern. The timber rattlesnake is a woodland species. In 
addition to using wooded areas, the timber rattlesnake also utilizes sunlit gaps in the canopy for 
basking and deep rock crevices known as den sites for overwintering. Due to the location, the 
type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to 
impact this species.

The project is within the range of the eastern spadefoot toad (Scaphiopus holbrookii), a state 
endangered species. This species is found in areas of sandy soils that are associated with river 
valleys. Breeding habitats may include flooded agricultural fields or other water holding 
depressions. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work 
proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species.

The project is within the range of the midland mud salamander (Pseudotriton montanus 
diastictus), a state threatened species. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the project 
area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species.

Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we
recommend that this project be coordinated with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment.

The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need for any 
floodplain permits or approvals for this project. Your local floodplain administrator contact
information can be found at the website below.

http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community
%20Contact%20List_8_16.pdf

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Sarah Tebbe,
Environmental Specialist, at (614) 265-6397 or  Sarah.Tebbe@dnr.state.oh.us if you have 
questions about these comments or need additional information.

Mike Pettegrew
Environmental Services Administrator (Acting)
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