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LETTER OF NOTIFICATION
Ohio Power Company
Poston-Elliott 138kV Structure Relocation Project

4906-6-05

Ohio Power Company (the “Company”) is providing the following information to the Ohio Power Siting
Board (“OPSB”) in accordance with the accelerated application requirements of Ohio Administrative Code
Section 4906-6-05.

4906-6-05(B) General Information
B(1) Project Description

The name of the project and applicant's reference number, names, and reference
number(s) of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project
meets the requirements for a Letter of Notification.

The Company proposes the Poston-Elliott 138 kilovolt (“kV”) Structure Relocation Project (the “Project”)
in Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio. The Project consists of relocating Structure 47 approximately
50-feet to the east of its current location to allow the transmission line to enter a different bay within the
existing Elliott Substation. The new structure will be a single steel monopole.

The Project will be constructed on a single property currently owned by Ohio University. The Company is
currently negotiating the right-of-way (ROW) necessary for the Project. The location of the existing and
proposed locations of the facilities (collectively the “Project Area”) are shown on Figure 1 and Figure 2 in
Appendix A.

The Project meets the requirements for a Letter of Notification (“LON”) because it is within the types
of projects defined by Item (1)(d)(iii) of Appendix A to O.A.C. 4906-1-01, Application Requirement
Matrix For Electric Power Transmission Lines:

(1) New construction, extension or relocation of single or multiple circuit electric power
transmission line(s), or upgrading existing transmission or distribution line(s) for
operation at a higher transmission voltage, as follows:

(b) Line(s) greater than 0.2 miles in length but not greater than two miles in length.
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B(2) Statement of Need

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or natural gas transmission
line, a statement explaining the need for the proposedfacility.

Structure #47 along the Poston — Elliott 138 kV line needs to be replaced due to non-jurisdictional work at
Elliott station associated with PJM baseline project ID b2792. The existing structure cannot be reconfigured
to serve as the new line exit location. The relocation of Structure 47 is required to reduce an outage on the
existing Elliott 138/69 kV transformer from 12 weeks to 7 weeks.

The pole replacement will not affect the system topology and, therefore, this Project was not presented to
PJM. Because the Project does not create a new transmission line, it was not included in the Company's
Long-Term Forecast Report.

B(3) Project Location

The applicant shall provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed
lines and substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show
existing and proposed transmission facilities in the project area.

Figure 1 shows the location of the Project in relation to existing transmission facilities on a United
States Geological Survey 1:24,000 topographic quadrangle. Figure 2 identifies the Project components on
a 2016 aerial photograph.

B(4) Alternatives Considered

The applicant shall describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed
location or route is best suited for the proposed facility. The discussion shall include, but
not be limited to, impacts associated with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or
engineering aspects of the project.

The Project is located within and adjacent to existing transmission line ROW on a single property owned
by Ohio University. The Project Area and surrounding land uses consist of wooded hills, and agricultural
and low-density residential land. The Project does not impact streams or wetlands and minimal tree
clearing is required for the centerline and structure adjustment. As new Structure #47 will be placed
adjacent to the centerline of the existing Poston-Elliott 138 kV transmission line on the edge of existing
transmission ROW, and the Elliott Station is located approximately 125 feet southeast of the transmission
structure to be relocated, the resulting alignment represents the most suitable and least impactful Project
solution. Therefore, no alternatives were considered as part of this Project.
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B(5) Public Information Program

The applicant shall describe its public information program to inform affected property
owners and tenants of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project
construction and restoration activities.

The Company informs affected property owners and tenants about its projects through several different
mediums. Within seven (7) days of filing this LON, the Company will issue a public notice in a newspaper
of general circulation in the Project Area. The notice will comply with requirements of OAC Section 4906-
6-08(A)(1-6). Further, the Company has mailed (or will mail) a letter, via first class mail, to affected
landowners, tenants, contiguous owners and other landowners the Company may approach for an easement
necessary for the construction, operation, or maintenance of the Project. The letter will comply with
requirements of OAC Section 4906-6-08(B). The Company maintains a website
(http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) which provides the public access to an electronic copy of this LON and
the public notice for this LON. An electronic copy of the LON will be served to the public library in each
political subdivision for this Project. The Company retains right-of-way land agents that discuss Project
timelines, construction and restoration activities and convey information to affected owners and tenants
throughout the project.

B(6) Construction Schedule

The applicant shall provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service
date of the project.

The Company anticipates construction of the Project will begin in the fourth quarter of 2020, and the
in-service date (completion date) of the Project will be approximately January 2021.

B(7) Area Map
The applicant shall provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility
with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image.

Figure 1 included in Appendix A identifies the location of the Project Area on a United States Geological
Survey 1:24,000 quadrangle map. Figure 2 in Appendix A is an aerial map of the Project Area. To visit the
Project from Columbus, take 1-70 E towards Wheeling, West Virginia. Continue on 1-70 for approximately
3.2 miles, taking exit 105A for US-33 E/Southeast Expressway toward Lancaster. Continue on US-33 E for
68 miles before merging onto OH-32 W/US-33 E/US-50 W towards Pomeroy/Chillicothe. After 2.0 miles,
use the left two lanes to take US-50 W/OH-32 W toward Chillicothe/Cincinnati. Follow for 1.2 miles before
turning right onto S Blackburn Road. Follow S Blackburn Road for 1.0 mile to the Elliott Substation.

B(8) Property Agreements

The applicant shall provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained
easements, options, and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the
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facility and a list of the additional properties for which such agreements have not been
obtained.

Property Parcel Easement Agreement/Option
Number Obtained (Yes/No)
A029050101600 No

B(9) Technical Features

The applicant shall describe the following information regarding the technical features of
the Project:

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and
right-of-way and/or land requirements.

The transmission line extension construction is estimated to include the following:

Voltage: 138 kV

Conductors: (3) 636kCM ACSR 26/7 “Grosbeak”
Static Wire: (2) 3/8” EHS Steel 7 Strand
Insulators: Polymer deadends

ROW Width: 100-ft

Structure Types: One (1) steel monopole deadend

For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied
residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the operation
of the proposed electric power transmission line. The discussion shall include:

B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields

Not applicable. There are no occupied residences or institutions located within 100 feet of the Project.
B(9)(c) Project Costs

The estimated capital cost of the project.

The estimated capital cost of the Project, comprised of applicable tangible and capital costs, is
approximately $330,000 (Class 4).

Ohio Power Company Poston-Elliott 138kV Structure Relocation Project
August 2020 20-1308-EL-BLN



LETTER OF NOTIFICATION FOR POSTON-ELLIOTT 138K STRUCTURE RELOCATION PROJECT
August 2020

B(10) Social and Economic Impacts

The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project.
B(10)(a) Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed
project, including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected.

The Project is located within Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio. Land use in the Project Area consists
of dispersed residences within a rural landscape and agriculture. Land use of the Project is existing
transmission line ROW, open field, and woodlot. The closest residence is located approximately 180 feet
west of the existing Structure #46, which is not being removed. Additional residential development gets
slightly denser to the southwest of the Project. The Project will require a minor shift along approximately
1,200 feet of ROW from existing Structure #46 to the adjusted location of existing Structure#47 and into
Elliott Station. The shift of existing Structure #47 will occur approximately 600 feet away from the nearest
residence. The Project will require approximately 1.2 acres of tree clearing.

B(10)(b) Agricultural Land Information

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application
within the potential disturbance area of the project.

According to the Athens County Auditor’s Office, as of July 15, 2020, the parcel crossed by the Project
(Parcel No. A029050101600) does not contain registered Agricultural District Land. Additionally, the
Project Area does not contain active agricultural row crop land (Figure 2 in Appendix A).

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence
of significant archeological or cultural resources that may be located within the potential
disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy
of any document produced as a result of the investigation.

In July 2020, the Company’s consultant conducted Phase | Cultural Resource Management Investigations
for the Poston-Elliott 138kV Relocation Project in Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio. The fieldwork
involved visual inspection and photographic documentation methods of investigation. There were no
archaeological resources identified during these investigations and there were no significant architectural
resources identified. Correspondence from the State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) was received in
August 2020 (Appendix B). The SHPO stated that the Project will have no adverse effect on historic
properties and that no further archaeological or cultural work is necessary.

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a list
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of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with siting
and constructing the project.

Coordination with the SHPO, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has been completed and coordination letters can be found in
Appendix B.

A Notice of Intent (NOI) will be filed with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for authorization of
construction storm water discharge under General Permit OHC000005, and the Company will implement
and maintain best management practices as outlined in the project-specific Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan to minimize erosion and sediment to project surface water quality during storm events.

A wetland and stream identification field investigation was completed by the Company’s consultant
(Appendix C). Two intermittent streams and one ephemeral stream were identified within the immediate
vicinity of the Project. No wetlands were identified within the study area. The streams are located within
the existing and proposed transmission line ROW and are spanned by the line between Structures 46 and
47 and impacts to aquatic resources are anticipated. Therefore, a Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit from
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) or Individual Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality
Certification from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (“OEPA”) are not required.

The Project is not located within a Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”) 100-year floodplain
area (FEMA, Flood Insurance Rate Map, Panel 230C, Map Number 39009C0230C, Effective Date
December 18, 2009). Therefore, no floodplain permitting is required for the Project.

There are no other known local, state, or federal requirements that must be met prior to commencement of
the Project.

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence
of federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened species,
rare species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and species of
special interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a
result of the investigation.

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) County Distribution of Federally-Listed
Threatened, Endangered, Proposed, and Candidate Species (available at
https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/lists/pdf/OhioCtyList29Jan2018.pdf) document was
reviewed to determine the threatened and endangered species known to occur in Athens County. This
USFWS publication listed the following species as occurring within Athens County: Indiana bat (Myotis
sodalis; federally endangered), northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis; federally threatened),
fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaraia; federally endangered), sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus; federally
endangered), pink mucket (Lampsilis abrupta; federally endangered), snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra;
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federally endangered), and American burying beetle (Nicrophorus americanus; federally endangered). A
coordination letter was submitted to the USFWS’ Ohio Ecological Services Field Office on July 8, 2020
seeking technical assistance on the Project for potential impacts to threatened or endangered species. In a
response received on July 15, 2020, USFWS stated that due to the project type, size and location impacts to
federally-listed species or critical habitat are not anticipated.

Several state-listed threatened species, endangered species, and species of concern are listed by the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources (“ODNR™) (available at
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/portals/wildlife/pdfs/species%20and%20habitats/state-
listed%20species/athens.pdf) as occurring, or potentially occurring in Athens County. These state-listed
species are addressed in detail in the Ecological Report (Appendix C). A coordination letter was submitted
to the ODNR Division of Wildlife (“DOW”) on July 8, 2020 seeking technical assistance for potential
impacts to threatened or endangered species in the vicinity of the Project Area. In a response received on
August 10, 2020, ODNR-DOW stated that due to the project type, location and size impacts to state-listed
species or unique and critical habitats are anticipated. ODNR-DOW recommended that the Company
conduct a desktop review of the Project area to identify portals and potential hibernacula for state and
federally-listed bat species. The Company’s consultant completed a desktop review on August 11, 2020.
According to the ODNR’s Ohio Mine data, there are no portals or mines within two miles of the Project area.
Therefore, it is not anticipated that the Project will impact hibernacula that could be used by federally or
state-listed bat species.

Coordination letters from USFWS and ODNR are provided in Appendix B.
B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence
of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, floodplains,
wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild and scenic
rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife
sanctuaries) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a
result of the investigation.

Coordination letters were submitted to the USFWS and ODNR requesting a review of the Project and
identification of areas of ecological concern. The USFWS response received on July 15, 2020 (Appendix B),
indicated there were no federal wilderness areas, wildlife refuges or designated critical habitat within the
vicinity of the Project. The ODNR response received on August 10, 2020 (Appendix B) indicated that
according to the Ohio Natural Heritage Database (ODNR), no known unique ecological sites, geologic
features, animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state natural preserves, state or national
parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas are located within
the Project area.

No properties identified in the National Conservation Easement Database
(http://www.conservationeasement.us) were identified in the Project Area.
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The Project is not located within a Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”) 100-year floodplain
area (FEMA, Flood Insurance Rate Map, Panel 230C, Map Number 39009C0230C, Effective Date
December 18, 2009). Therefore, no floodplain permitting is required for the Project.

Wetland and stream delineation field surveys were completed within the Project Area by the Company’s
consultant in June 2020. The results of the survey are presented in the Ecological Survey Report included
in Appendix C. In general, the habitat encountered within the study area consisted primarily of maintained
transmission line ROW consisting of dense scrub vegetation consisting of nuisance and invasive species
(wild blackberry [Rubus allegheniensis] and autumn olive [Elaeagnus umbellata]), as well-forested areas
and open fields. The primary habitat found in this Project area is not likely to be preferred or critical habitat
for state or federally listed species. Two intermittent streams and one ephemeral stream were identified
within the approximately three-acre Study Area. These streams will either be spanned by the Project or
avoided all together. Therefore, these resources will not be impacted by the Project.

B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.

To the best of the Company’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in substantial
environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.
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August 11, 2020

Mr. Ryan J. Weller
Weller & Associates, Inc.
1395 West Fifth Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43212

RE: Poston-Elliott Structure 47 Relocation Project, Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio
Dear Mr. Weller:

This letter is in response to the correspondence received on July 14, 2020 regarding the proposed Poston-Elliott Structure 47
Relocation Project, Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project. The
comments of the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are made pursuant to Section 149.53 of the Ohio Revised
Code and the Ohio Power Siting Board rules for siting this project (OAC 4906-5). The comments of the Ohio SHPO are
also submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended (54 U.S.C. 306108 [36 CFR 800]).

The following comments pertain to the Phase | Cultural Resource Management Investigations for the Poston-Elliott
Structure 47 Relocation Project in Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio by Weller & Associates, Inc. (2020).

A literature review, visual inspection, shovel probe and shovel test unit excavation was completed as part of the
investigations. No previously identified archaeological resources are located within in the project area and no new
archaeological sites were identified during survey. Our office agrees no further archaeological survey is necessary.

A literature review and field survey were completed as part of the investigations. Two properties fifty years of age or older
were identified within the project area and/or 1,000’ study area that may have a direct line of sight to the project. It is
Weller’s recommendation that the identified properties are not eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places. Our office agrees with Weller’s recommendations of eligibility.

Based on the information provided, we agree that the project as proposed will have no effect on historic properties. No
further coordination with this office is necessary, unless the project changes or unless new or additional historic properties
are discovered during implementation of this project. In such a situation, this office should be contacted. If you have any
questions, please contact me at (614) 298-2022, or by e-mail at khorrocks@ohiohistory.org, or Joy Williams at

jwilliams(@ohiohistory.org. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Krista Horrocks, Project Reviews Manager
Resource Protection and Review

RPR Serial No: 1084853

800 E. 17th Ave., Columbus, OH 43211-2474 « 614.297.2300 « ohiohistory.org



Ohio Department of Natural Resources

MIKE DEWINE., GOVERNOR MARY MERTZ. DIRECTOR

Office of Real Estate

John Kessler, Chief

2045 Morse Road - Bldg. E-2
Columbus, OH 43229
Phone: (614) 265-6621

Fax: (614) 267-4764

August 10, 2020

Kristen Vonderwish

GAI Consultants

6000 Town Center Blvd., Suite 300
Canonsburg, PA 15317

Re: 20-694; AEP-Poston Elliott 138 kV Line Structure Relocation Project

Project: The proposed Project involves the relocation of a structure on the Poston-Elliott 138 kV
Transmission Line adjacent to the Elliott Station.

Location: The proposed project is located in Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above
referenced project. These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the
Department. These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or
federal laws or regulations.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has no records at or within a one-
mile radius of the project area.

A review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database indicates there are no other records of state
endangered or threatened plants or animals within the project area. There are also no records of
state potentially threatened plants, special interest or species of concern animals, or any federally
listed species. In addition, we are unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features,
animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature preserves, state or national
parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas within
the project area. The review was performed on the project area you specified in your request as
well as an additional one-mile radius. Records searched date from 1980.

Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information
from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that
rare species or unique features are absent from that area. Although all types of plant communities
have been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas.

Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.

2045 Morse Rd * Columbus, OH 43229 « ohiodnr.gov



The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that best management practices be utilized to
minimize erosion and sedimentation.

The entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered
and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state
endangered and federally threatened species, the little brown bat (Myaotis lucifugus), a state
endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state endangered species.
During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these species of bats
predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in the
leaves. However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost trees.
If trees are present within the project area, and trees must be cut, the DOW recommends cutting
only occur from October 1 through March 31, conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or
crevices, holes, or cavities, as well as trees with DBH > 20 if possible. If trees are present within
the project area, and trees must be cut during the summer months, the DOW recommends a mist
net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1 through August 15, prior to any cutting.
Mist net and acoustic surveys should be conducted in accordance with the most recent version of
the “OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE GUIDANCE FOR BAT SURVEYS AND TREE
CLEARING”. If state listed bats are documented, DOW recommends cutting only occur from
October 1 through March 31, however, limited summer tree cutting may be acceptable after
consultation with DOW (contact Sarah Stankavich, sarah.stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us).

The DOW also recommends that a desktop or field-based habitat assessment is conducted to
determine if there are potential hibernaculum(a) present within the project area. Habitat
assessments should be conducted in accordance with the current USFWS “Range-wide Indiana
Bat Survey Guidelines” and submitted to Sarah Stankavich, sarah.stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us if
potential hibernacula are present within .25 miles of the project area. If a potential hibernaculum
is found, the DOW recommends a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface disturbance buffer
around the hibernaculum entrance, however, limited summer or winter tree cutting may be
acceptable after consultation with DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface impacts to a
hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the following listed mussel species.
Federally Endangered

club shell (Pleurobema clava)

fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria)

pink mucket (Lampsilis orbiculata)

sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus)

snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra)

State Threatened

black sandshell (Ligumia recta)
fawnsfoot (Truncilla donaciformis)
threehorn wartyback (Obliquaria reflexa)

Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream of sufficient
size, this project is not likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the following listed fish species.
State Endangered
spotted darter (Etheostoma maculatum)




State Threatened

channel darter (Percina copelandi)

paddlefish (Polyodon spathula)

river darter (Percina shumardi)

The DOW recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from April 15 through June 30 to
reduce impacts to indigenous aquatic species and their habitat. If no in-water work is proposed in
a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact these or other aquatic species.

The project is within the range of the timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus), a state endangered
species, and a federal species of concern. The timber rattlesnake is a woodland species. In
addition to using wooded areas, the timber rattlesnake also utilizes sunlit gaps in the canopy for
basking and deep rock crevices known as den sites for overwintering. Due to the location, the
type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to
impact this species.

The project is within the range of the eastern spadefoot toad (Scaphiopus holbrookii), a state
endangered species. This species is found in areas of sandy soils that are associated with river
valleys. Breeding habitats may include flooded agricultural fields or other water holding
depressions. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work
proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species.

The project is within the range of the midland mud salamander (Pseudotriton montanus
diastictus), a state threatened species. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the project
area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species.

Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we
recommend that this project be coordinated with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment.
The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need for any
floodplain permits or approvals for this project. Your local floodplain administrator contact

information can be found at the website below.

http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community
%20Contact%20List 8 16.pdf

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Sarah Tebbe,
Environmental Specialist, at (614) 265-6397 or Sarah.Tebbe@dnr.state.oh.us if you have
questions about these comments or need additional information.

Mike Pettegrew
Environmental Services Administrator (Acting)



From: Ohio, FW3 <ohio@fws.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 8:46 AM

To: Kristen Vonderwish; Joshua Noble

Cc: nathan.reardon@dnr.state.oh.us; Parsons, Kate

Subject: AEP Poston Elliott 138 kV Line Structure Relocation Project, Athens
Co

EXTERNAL E-MAIL MESSAGE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services Office
4625 Morse Road, Suite 104
Columbus, Ohio 43230
(614) 416-8993 / Fax (614) 416-8994

TAILS# 03E15000-2020-TA-1817
Dear Ms. Vonderwish,

The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your recent correspondence requesting
information about the subject proposal. We offer the following comments and recommendations
to assist you in minimizing and avoiding adverse impacts to threatened and endangered species
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq), as amended (ESA).

Federally Threatened and Endangered Species: The endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and
threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) occur throughout the State of

Ohio. The Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat may be found wherever suitable habitat
occurs unless a presence/absence survey has been performed to document absence. Suitable
summer habitat for Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats consists of a wide variety of
forested/wooded habitats where they roost, forage, and breed that may also include adjacent and
interspersed non-forested habitats such as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges of agricultural
fields, woodlots, fallow fields, and pastures. Roost trees for both species include live and
standing dead trees >3 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) that have any exfoliating bark,
cracks, crevices, hollows and/or cavities. These roost trees may be located in forested habitats as
well as linear features such as fencerows, riparian forests, and other wooded

corridors. Individual trees may be considered suitable habitat when they exhibit the
characteristics of a potential roost tree and are located within 1,000 feet of other forested/wooded
habitat. Northern long-eared bats have also been observed roosting in human-made structures,
such as buildings, barns, bridges, and bat houses; therefore, these structures should also be
considered potential summer habitat. In the winter, Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats
hibernate in caves, rock crevices and abandoned mines.

Seasonal Tree Clearing for Federally Listed Bat Species: Should the proposed project site
contain trees >3 inches dbh, we recommend avoiding tree removal wherever possible. If any
caves or abandoned mines may be disturbed, further coordination with this office is requested to
determine if fall or spring portal surveys are warranted. If no caves or abandoned mines are



present and trees >3 inches dbh cannot be avoided, we recommend removal of any trees >3
inches dbh only occur between October 1 and March 31. Seasonal clearing is recommended to
avoid adverse effects to Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats. While incidental take of
northern long-eared bats from most tree clearing is exempted by a 4(d) rule

(see http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html), incidental take of
Indiana bats is still prohibited without a project-specific exemption. Thus, seasonal clearing is
recommended where Indiana bats are assumed present.

If implementation of this seasonal tree cutting recommendation is not possible, a summer
presence/absence survey may be conducted for Indiana bats. If Indiana bats are not detected
during the survey, then tree clearing may occur at any time of the year. Surveys must be
conducted by an approved surveyor and be designed and conducted in coordination with the
Ohio Field Office. Surveyors must have a valid federal permit. Please note that in Ohio summer
mist net surveys may only be conducted between June 1 and August 15.

Section 7 Coordination: If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding provided,
federal permits required to construct), then no tree clearing should occur on any portion of the
project area until consultation under section 7 of the ESA, between the Service and the federal
action agency, is completed. We recommend the federal action agency submit a determination
of effects to this office, relative to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, for our review
and concurrence. This letter provides technical assistance only and does not serve as a
completed section 7 consultation document.

Stream and Wetland Avoidance: Over 90% of the wetlands in Ohio have been drained, filled, or
modified by human activities, thus is it important to conserve the functions and values of the
remaining wetlands in Ohio (https://epa.ohio.gov/portals/47/facts/ohio_wetlands.pdf). We
recommend avoiding and minimizing project impacts to all wetland habitats (e.g., forests,
streams, vernal pools) to the maximum extent possible in order to benefit water quality and fish
and wildlife habitat. Additionally, natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be
preserved to enhance beneficial functions. If streams or wetlands will be impacted, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers should be contacted to determine whether a Clean Water Act section
404 permit is required. Best management practices should be used to minimize erosion,
especially on slopes. Disturbed areas should be mulched and revegetated with native plant
species. In addition, prevention of non-native, invasive plant establishment is critical in
maintaining high quality habitats.

Due to the project type, size, and location, we do not anticipate adverse effects to any other
federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species, or proposed or designated critical
habitat. Should the project design change, or additional information on listed or proposed
species or their critical habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of the
action that were not previously considered, coordination with the Service should be initiated to
assess any potential impacts.

Thank you for your efforts to conserve listed species and sensitive habitats in Ohio. We
recommend coordinating with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources due to the potential for
the proposed project to affect state listed species and/or state lands. Contact Mike Pettegrew,



Acting Environmental Services Administrator, at (614) 265-6387 or
at mike.pettegrew(@dnr.state.oh.us.

If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact
our office at (614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

e
\F (,\[,\( LU J (/\u/

Patrice M. Ashfield
Field Office Supervisor

cc: Nathan Reardon, ODNR-DOW
Kate Parsons, ODNR-DOW
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1.0 Introduction

GAI Consultants, Inc. (GAl), on behalf of AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (AEP Ohio Transco),
completed an ecological survey for the Poston-Elliott 138 kilovolt (kV) Line Structure Relocation Project
(Project) located in Athens County, Ohio (OH). The proposed Project involves the relocation of a
structure along the Poston-Elliott 138 kV Transmission Line adjacent to the Elliott Station.

Ecological survey was conducted on June 11, 2020. The Project study area consisted of a 3.0-acre
area, as shown in Figure 1.

The Project study area is located within the Coates Run-Hocking River [United States Geological
Survey (USGS) Hydrologic Unit Code #050302040804] watershed.

This report details the results of the ecological survey regarding the existence of aquatic resources
within the Project area (Figure 2).

2.0 Methods

2.1 Wetlands

The 1987 USACE Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual (Wetlands Delineation Manual)
(USACE, 1987) and the 2012 Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation
Manual: Eastern Mountain and Piedmont Region, Version 2.0 (Regional Supplement) (USACE, 2012)
describe the methods used to identify and delineate wetlands that fall under the jurisdiction of the
USACE. This approach recognizes the three parameters of wetland hydrology, hydrophytic vegetation,
and hydric soils to identify and delineate wetland boundaries. In accordance with the Wetlands
Delineation Manual and Regional Supplement, GAl completed preliminary data gathering and onsite
inspections.

211 Preliminary Data Gathering

The preliminary data gathering is used to compile and review information that may be helpful in
identifying wetlands and/or areas that warrant further inspection during the investigation. The
preliminary data gathering includes a review of the following:

» USGS 7.5-minute topographic mapping for The Plains (USGS, 1977) and
Athens (1985), OH (Figure 1);

» United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), National Wetlands Inventory
(NWI) mapping (USFWS, 2019) (Figure 2);

» Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), National Flood Hazard
Layer (FEMA, 2019) (Figure 2); and

» United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation
Service (USDA-NRCS, 2019) soil mapping (Figure 2).

Topographic mapping is used to identify mapped streams and the overall shape of the
landscape in the Project area to determine potential locations for wetlands, such as floodplains
and depressions. NWI mapping is used to determine locations where probable wetlands are
located based on infrared photography. Soil mapping is reviewed to determine the location and
extent of mapped hydric soils that have a high probability of containing wetlands.

2.1.2 Onsite Inspection

The methodology described in the Regional Supplement identifies areas meeting the definition
of a wetland by evaluating three parameters: hydrology, vegetation, and soil. During the on-site
inspection, GAl staff traversed the Project study area on foot to determine if any indicators of
wetlands were present. When indicators of wetlands are observed, an observation point is
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established, and a Wetland Determination Data Form (Data Form) is completed to determine if
all three wetland indicators are present.

The presence of wetland hydrology is determined by examining the observation point for
primary and secondary indicators of wetland hydrology. The presence of any primary indicator
signifies the presence of wetland hydrology, or the presence of two or more secondary
indicators signifies the presence of wetland hydrology.

Vegetation is characterized by four different strata. This includes trees [woody plants,
excluding vines, three inches or more in diameter at breast height (DBH)], saplings/shrubs
(woody plants, excluding vines, less than three inches DBH and greater than or equal to

3.28 feet tall), herbs (non-woody plants, regardless of size, and all other plants less than

3.28 feet tall), and woody vines (greater than 3.28 feet tall). In general, trees and woody vines
are sampled within a 30-foot radius, saplings and shrubs are sampled within a 15-foot radius,
and herbs are sampled within a five-foot radius.

When evaluating an area for the presence of hydrophytes, classification of the indicator status
of vegetation is based on The National Wetland Plant List: 2016 Update of Wetland Ratings
(Lichvar et al., 2016). The list of possible indicator statuses for plants is as follows:

» Obligate Wetland (OBL) - Obligate Wetland plants occur in standing water or in
saturated soils.

» Facultative Wetland (FACW) - Facultative Wetland plants nearly always occur
in areas of prolonged flooding or require standing water or saturated soils but
may on rare occasions, occur in non-wetlands.

» Facultative (FAC) - Facultative plants occur in a variety of habitats, including
wetland and mesic to xeric non-wetland habitats but often occur in standing
water or saturated soils.

» Facultative Upland (FACU) - Facultative Upland plants typically occur in xeric
or mesic non-wetland habitats but may frequently occur in standing water or
saturated soils.

» Obligate Upland (UPL) - Obligate Upland plants almost never occur in water or
saturated soils.

Presence of hydrophytic vegetation is determined by using a Rapid Test, Dominance Test or
Prevalence Index. The Rapid Test finds a vegetation community to be hydrophytic if all
dominant species are OBL or FACW. Hydrophytic vegetation is considered present based on
the Dominance Test if more than 50 percent of dominant species are OBL, FACW, or FAC.
The Prevalence Index weighs the total percent of vegetation cover based on the indicator
status of each plant. Hydrophytic vegetation is considered present when the Prevalence Index
is less than or equal to (=) 3.0 (USACE, 2012).

To determine the presence of hydric soils, soil data is collected by digging a minimum 16-inch
deep sail pit. The soil profile is studied and described, while possible hydric indicators are
examined. Soil indicators described in the Wetlands Delineation Manual and Regional
Supplement are used to determine the presence of hydric soils. The presence of any of these
indicators signifies a hydric soil.

If all three parameters including wetland hydrology, a dominance of hydrophytic vegetation,
and hydric soils are identified at a single observation point, the area is determined to be a
wetland. Once a wetland is identified, the boundary is delineated.

Wetland boundaries are determined by looking for locations in which one of the three wetland
indicators would transition into an upland characteristic. When the transition is identified, a
Data Form is completed in the Upland Area. Wetland boundaries are then marked in the field
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using pink flagging labeled “WETLAND DELINEATION.” The locations of the flags are
recorded using a Global Positioning System (GPS) unit. Each wetland is codified with a unique
identifier indicating the feature type and number (e.g., W001).

Wetlands are then classified using the Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of
the United States as modified for NWI Mapping Convention. This system classifies wetlands
based on topographic position and vegetation type. Palustrine system wetlands found within
the study area are classified as Palustrine Emergent (PEM), Palustrine Scrub-Shrub (PSS),
Palustrine Forested (PFO), or Palustrine Unconsolidated Bottom (PUB) based on aerial
coverage of the vegetative community across the extent of the wetland boundary (Cowardin
etal., 1979).

2.2 Waterbodies

As with wetlands, Sections 404 and Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and state regulations
protect waterbodies in OH. Generally, waterbodies are defined as environmental features that have
defined beds and banks, ordinary high water mark (OHWM), and contain flowing or standing water for
at least a portion of the year.

2.21 Preliminary Data Gathering

During the preliminary data gathering, the USGS 7.5-minute topographic mapping is examined
for the presence of mapped waterbodies including perennial and intermittent streams. In
addition, the topographic mapping is used to identify areas likely to contain unmapped
waterbodies including ephemeral streams (USGS, 1963, 1978) (Figure 1).

The OEPA 401 Water Quality Certification for the 2017 Nationwide Permits Stream Eligibility
Web Map (OPEA, 2017) is used to determine eligibility for coverage under the 401 Water
Quality Certification (WQC) for the 2017 Nationwide Permits (NWPs). Furthermore, the map is
used to identify any ineligible areas that may require a CWA Section 401 individual permit from
the OEPA should stream impacts occur within the Project area (OEPA, 2017) (Figure 3).

2.2.2 Onsite Inspection

During the onsite inspection, GAl staff traversed the study area, concurrently with the wetland
inspection, whereby waterbodies are identified. Waterbodies are identified based on the
morphological and hydrologic characteristics of the channel and the presence of aquatic
macroinvertebrates.

When a waterbody is identified, field measurements are collected. The measurements include
top of bank width, top of bank depth, pool depth, water depth, OHWM width, and OHWM
depth. A detailed description of substrate composition is also recorded. Waterbodies are then
delineated using white flagging marked with the GAIl stream code (e.g., S001). The tops-of-
bank for streams wider than 10 feet are delineated, while the centerline of smaller streams is
delineated. The locations of the flags are recorded using a sub-meter-capable hand-held GPS
unit.

2.3 RTE Species

GAI conducts a literature review of potential RTE species in the vicinity of the Project study area.
Potential habitat for RTE species as a result of the literature review is noted during the ecological
survey.

2.3.1 Preliminary Data Gathering

A request for review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database (ONHD) is submitted to the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) to determine if any state-listed Threatened or
Endangered species occur within a one-mile radius of the Project area. A request is also
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submitted to the USFWS Ohio Ecological Services Field Office to determine if any federally-
listed Threatened or Endangered species occur within the vicinity of the Project area.

2.3.2 Onsite Inspection

During the onsite inspection, GAl staff traverse the study area in conjunction with the wetland
and waterbody inspections to determine if suitable habitat for state- and/or federally-listed RTE
species is present within the study area.

3.0 Results

3.1 Wetlands
3.1.1  Preliminary Data Gathering

Desktop review of available USFWS NWI digital data for the Project revealed no NWI mapped
wetlands located within the Project study area (USFWS, 2017).

According to the USDA-NRCS soil mapping, five soil map units are located within the Project
study area (Figure 2). None of the soil map units are classified as hydric or known to contain
hydric inclusions.

3.1.2 Onsite Inspection
No wetlands were identified within the Project study area.
3.1.3 Regulatory Discussion

The USACE guidance divides waterbodies into three groups: Traditionally Navigable Waters
(TNWs), non-navigable Relatively Permanent Waters (RPWSs), and non-navigable Non-RPWs.
TNWs are waterbodies which have been, are, or may be susceptible to use in interstate
commerce, including recreational use of the waterbody. RPWs are waterbodies that flow
year-round, or at a minimum seasonally, by exhibiting continuous flow for at least

three consecutive months, but are not TNWs. Non-RPWs are waterbodies that do not flow
continuously for at least three consecutive months, are not TNWs or RPWs, but typically
exhibit characteristic beds, banks, and OHWM (USACE, 2007).

The status of wetlands is determined partly based on the classification of the waterbody that
the wetland is associated with, and the degree of that association. Wetlands that abut or are
adjacent to TNWs are jurisdictional. Wetlands that abut RPWs are jurisdictional. Wetlands that
are adjacent to RPWs and wetlands that abut or are adjacent to Non-RPWs must be subjected
to the Significant Nexus Test (SNT) to determine their jurisdictional status. Generally, the
USACE considers wetlands that are isolated, meaning that they are not associated with any
other surface water feature, as non-jurisdictional; and wetlands that abut or are adjacent to
Non-RPWs as needing further examination by the USACE to determine and verify whether
they exhibit a significant nexus to waters of the United States. If these wetlands exhibit a
significant nexus, they are jurisdictional; if not, they are not subject to USACE jurisdiction
(USACE, 2007).

Wetlands that do not exhibit an association with any surface water are categorized as
“isolated” under present USACE guidance and policy (USACE, 2007). These wetlands are
regulated by the OEPA Division of Surface Water, and may require an Isolated Wetland
Permit.

As regulated by Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) rules 3745-1-50 through 3745-1-54, wetlands
were also evaluated using the ORAM to determine the appropriate wetland category. Any
wetland score that fell within a gray zone between categories was scored one of two ways.
Either the wetland was assigned to the higher of the two categories or it was assessed using a
non-rapid method to determine its quality (Mack, 2001). The category assigned to a particular
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3.2

3.3

wetland determines the requirement, if any, for additional levels of protection administered by
the OEPA.

Waterbodies
3.2.1 Preliminary Data Gathering

Desktop review of the available USGS topographic mapping revealed no previously mapped
stream segments located within the Project study area (Figure 1). Desktop review of OEPA’s
Stream Eligibility Web Map revealed the Project is located within an eligible area for automatic
401 WQC coverage (Figure 3).

3.2.2 Onsite Inspection

Three stream segments were identified and delineated within the Project study area. Two were
classified as intermittent and one was classified as ephemeral. Information on the delineated
waterbodies and their classifications can be found in Table 1, and photographs of the identified
streams are included in Appendix A.

3.2.3 Regulatory Discussion

As with wetlands, present USACE guidance and policy determines the jurisdictional status of
waterbodies identified during the Project. TNWs and RPWs are jurisdictional. Non-RPWs must
be subjected to the SNT by USACE to determine their jurisdictional status. If Non-RPWs
exhibit a Significant Nexus, as defined in USACE guidance documents, they are jurisdictional.
If not, they do not fall under the jurisdiction of the USACE.

Streams are generally defined as environmental features that have defined beds and banks, an
OHWM, and contain flowing or standing waters for at least a portion of the year (USACE
2005). Streams were classified as perennial, intermittent, or ephemeral based upon presence
of flow, estimated duration of flow, stream bed characteristics, and presence of aquatic biota.
The USACE Jurisdictional Determination Form Instructional Guidebook (USACE, 2007) was
used to determine stream classification and flow status.

As regulated by OAC Chapter 3745-1-24, streams were also assessed according to OEPA
guidance using either the HHEI for watersheds less than one square mile in size, or the
Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) for watersheds between one and 20 square miles
in size.

RTE Species

3.3.1 Preliminary Data Gathering

Desktop review of ODNR, Division of Wildlife’s Ohio’s Listed Species revealed

338 Endangered or Threatened Species of Concern, and Species of Interest located in OH

(ODNR, 2017). Eighteen of the state-listed species are considered federally endangered, and
four are federally threatened.

A review of the USFWS County Distribution of Federally-Listed Threatened, Endangered,
Proposed, and Candidate Species for Ohio, as well as the USFWS Information for Planning
and Consultation (IPaC) website revealed three federally Endangered or Threatened species
that may occur within the Project study area (USFWS, 2017). The list of species includes the
following:

» Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) - Endangered;
» Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) - Threatened; and
» American Burying Beetle (Nicrophorus americanus).
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In addition to the species listed above, there are 10 migratory bird species that may occur
within the Project study area.

3.3.2 Onsite Inspection

Potential habitat for RTE species was evaluated within the Project study area. In general, the
habitat encountered within the study area consisted of maintained transmission line right-of-
way across forested area and open fields. One intermittent and two ephemeral streams were
identified within the study area. No wetlands were identified. Due to the lack of sustained
hydrology, no habitat was present within the study area suitable for the amphibian, mussel,
insect, and fish species listed in Table 2. Therefore, no impact to these species is anticipated.
Additionally, the landscape that is present within the study area (maintained transmission line
right-of-way across forested area and open fields) is not suitable for the bird, mammal, plant,
and reptile species identified in Table 2, and no impact to these species is anticipated.
Although habitat for the state-listed bat species is present within the study area, impacts to the
species is not anticipated due to the implementation of winter clearing (April 1-Septemeber 30)
for the Project. Therefore, no impact to federally or state listed species is anticipated to occur
as a result of construction of the Project.

Representative photographs of the identified habitat types are included in Appendix A.
3.3.3 Regulatory Discussion

State-listed RTE species fall under the jurisdiction of the ODNR, Division of Wildlife, while
federally-listed species are covered under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. The Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Act aim to extend protection to certain bird
species that fall under the jurisdiction of the USFWS. Based on the desktop review and onsite
inspection, informal consultation with the ODNR and USFWS was initiated to determine if any
activities associated with the proposed Project may affect state- and/or federally-listed RTE
species. The ODNR and USFWS consultation letters were submitted on July 8, 2020. The
USFWS responded to the request for information on July 15, 2020 stating that due to the
project type, size, and location, impacts to federally-listed species or critical habitat are not
anticipated. This included the Indiana bat, Northern long-eared Bat, and American Burying
Beetle. The ODNR responded to the request for information on August 10, 2020 stating that
due to the project type, size, and location, impacts to state-listed species or critical habitat are
not anticipated. However, ODNR recommended that a desktop review of the Project area
should be completed to locate potential portals and hibernacula that may be used by state and
federally listed bat species. GAlI completed the desktop analysis on August 10, 2020 and no
mines or portals were located within two miles of the Project area. Therefore, the Project is not
likely to impact hibernacula that could be used by federally or state-listed bat species.

4.0 Conclusions

An ecological survey was conducted within the Project study area on June 11, 2020. One ephemeral
stream and two intermittent streams were identified within the Project Study Area. No wetlands were
identified within the Project study area. Due to the habitat types present within the study area, coupled
with the responses from the USFWS and ODNR, no impact to federally or state listed species is
anticipated to occur as a result of construction of the Project.

Summaries of the delineated streams are provided in Table 1, and a map of their locations is depicted
on Figure 2. Representative photographs of the Study Area and Resources are included in Appendix A.
HHEI Data Forms are provided in Appendix B.
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Photograph 4. Stream S002, Downstream, Facing Northeast
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Photograph 6. Stream S003, Downstream, Facing Southwest
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Field Methods for Evaluating Primary Headwater Streams in Ohio Version 4.0
Ohio EPA, Division of Surface Water October 2018

ﬁhio Primary Headwater Habitat Field Evaluation Form

HHEI Score (sum of metrics 1+2+3)

-\ gurs g

sme naneLocaton MOSION BA\LEYL . L,

SMTE NUMBER RIVER BAS‘EN( JOF )OI Rver cooe DRANAGE AREA imi) SISV |
LENGTH QF STREAM REACH (ft; LAT LONG RIVER MLE
pate (o ‘ |\ ;ZU scorer AN comvents _ oty X ONV-0O0\

NOTE: Compiete All items On This Form - Refer to “Fieid Evaluation Manual for Ohio's PHWH Streams" for instructions

STREAM CHANNEL MODIFICATIONS: ™ EJNone | NATURAL CHanweL [Jrecoveren [] Recovering [JRECENT OR NO RECOVERY

1. SUBSTRATE (Estimate pen:ent(of svery type present). Check OMLY{wp pr_edomine.nt substr_ute TYFEboxes HHEI
(Max of 32% Add total number of significant substrate types found (Max of 8} Final metric score is sum ofboxes A & B
TYPE PERCENT TY PERCENT Metric
CJC] BLOR SLABS (16 pta] :@5‘5 SLT (3pY] Points
(0[] BOULDER (»256 mm) [16pts] O[] LEAF PACKWQODY DEBRIS [3pts]
[J[] BEDROCK [16pts] (0[] FWNE DETRTUS [3pts] o i::xs:r:oe
(O[O coBBLE (85-256 mm)[12pts] ?{I? (][0 CLAYorHARDPAN [0 pt] — - -
R :%D GRAVEL (2-64 mm) [9pts] ) OO0 Muck [opts]
={7] SAND (<2mm) [6 pts] OO0 arTFcaL Bpts] \d(

Taotal of Percentages of

SCORE OF TWO MOST PREDOMINATE SUBSTRATE TYPES: TOTAL NUMBER OF SUBSTRATE TYPES: -

|

Bidr Slabs, Soulder, Cobble. Bedrock Z () (A) C\ (B) = I A+B
1
|

2. Maximum Pool Depth (Measure the meaximum pool depthwithin the 61 metar (200 feat) evaluation reach at the Pool Depth
time of evaluation. Avord plurge pools from road cuiverts or storm water pipes’  (Check ONLY one box): Max = 30
(1 > 30 centimeters [20 pts] [0 Secm-t0cm(15pts]
] »>225-30 cm[30pts] [0 <Scm [Spts]
(0 =10-225cm5pts] ¥ NO WATER OR MOIST CHANNEL [Opts] ; ' O
COMMENTS MAXIMUM POOL DEPTH (centimeters): O l
3. BANK FULL WIDTH {(Measuredas the sverage of 3 - 4 measurements) (Check ONLYoneboxk Bankfull
0 > 4.0 meters (> 13) [30 pts] [l >t0m-15m (>33 -4 8)[15pts] Width
O >30m-20m(>97-13)[25pts] K <10m(<33)5pts] Max=30
] >15m-20m(>4'8 .9 7[20pts] ‘
2)||=
COMMENTS AVERAGE BANKFULL WIDTH {meters)
This information mysgtaiso be completed
RIPARIAN ZOME AND FLOODPLAIN QUALITY o NOTE: RiverLeft(L)and Right (R) as fooking downstreama
RIPARIAN WICTH FLOOCBLAIN QUALTY (MostPredominant per Sank;)
L R (Per Bank} L R LR
PRl wide »(0m [0 mature Forest wetiang (O canservationTilage
[0 Woderate s-10m . Immature Forest Sheub or Cld Fiekd {1[C]  Urban or Industrial
OO wearrow <em [C] Resuential, Park, New Field OO open Pasture, Row Crop
OO Hone (O[3 Fenced Pasture O] winng or Construction
COMMENTS
FLOW REGIME (A! Time of Evaluation)  (Check OMLY ane pox};
[ streamFowing Moist Channel, solated pocls. ne fow (intermetent’
D Subsurface flow with isolated ponis (interstiai Pry channel. no walter (aphemeral
COMMENTS
SINUOSITY Number ofbends per 51 m (200 ft) cfchanned) {Check OHLY ane box}
[] none 10 2.0 0 30
[ o= , Is 25 O -3
STREAM GRADIENT ESTIMATE
] Flat o580« {"] Flat to Maderate @oderate FRELSR 3 [ Mederate to Sevare [] severeg e =

Ooet 1L Azstian Page |



ADOITIONAL STREAM MFORMATION (This Information Must Also be Completedy

QHEI PERFORMED? [JYex~JNo QHE! Score (lf'Yes. Attach Completed QHE! ferm)

DOWWNSTRE. ESIGNA USE(S;
B WWH Mame: m\{\f LAVN Distance fromEvatuated Stream
3 CAH Name: \ Distance fram Evauated Stream
3 EVWWH Name: Oiatance fromEvanated Stream

MAPPING: ATTACH COPIES OF MAPS, INCLUDING THE ENTIRE WATERSHED AREA CLEARLY MARK THE SITE LOCATION.

hens, O \

QW‘) CU - Township/City

County:

MISCELLANEQUS )]
STl S
Base Flow Conditions? |'-r-m,l¥_ Dste of last preciptation M Quunttty:Q,L

Proto-dacumentation Notes

USGSs Ouadrantie Name: NRCS Soil Map DEQA NRCS 5Sod Mag Stream Order:

Ehlevated Turbidity ?(*r/N}: [ g Canopy (% open): _‘L

‘Aere samples collected for waterchemistry? (YN Lab Sample # or D (attach results):

— I —_
Field Measures:Temp {°C} Dizsolved Oxygen {mgi pH (54 Conductivity {umbos/cm)

—

—

—_———

is the sampling reach representstive ofthe stream (v/M) %__ If not, expian

Additional commanis/description of poliution impacts

BIOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

|Record 3/l observanors beiow

Fish Observed? (Y/N) \\S Species observed (ifknown)

Frogs or Tadpoles Observed? (vVIN) Speces coserved (iIf known)

Salamanders Observedhvnh.&_ Species observed iif known),

Agquatic Macroinvertebrates Obaerved? (/N Species observed (if known

Comments Regarding Biokegy:

S

{

Scnnet 15 Aeigion Rapge I

Im;lﬁd! umﬁpmlamf\ﬁ\ and other lutmo/g “of mh‘“t far site svfluation mda narrative dmt:nphon of om‘i\l_n-uuoc_'n =3 _ \

‘ TS /@Y\\f\)\% = /




Field Methods for Evaluating Primary Headwater Streams in Ohio Version 4.0
Ohio EPA, Division of Surface Water October 2018

7 hio Primary Headwater Habitat Field Evaluation Form

HHEI Score (sum of metrics 1+2+3)

SITE NaMELOCATION TN Ao 1
SITE NUMBER RIVER BASI ~TRvEr cooe DRANAGE AREA (mity LASAM | -
LENGTH OF sminm REACH (fh) LAT RIVER WILE

LONG
DATE SCORER éb—% COMMENTS %“"{CUJ -DOA

NOTE: Complete All tems On This Form - Refer to “Field Evaluation Manual for Ohio's PHWH Streams” for Instructions

STREAM CHANNEL MODIFICATIONS: TJNONE « NATURAL CHANNEL [JReECOVERED [] RECOVERiNG [JRECENT OR NO RECOVERY

1. SUBSTRATE (Estimate percent of every type present). Check ONL Y{wo predominant subsirate TYFE boxes HHEI
(Max of 323, Add total number of significant substrate types found (Max of 8} Final metric scare is sum af boxes 4 & B
TYPE PERCENT TYPE PERCENT Metric
(][O BLDR SLABS {6 pts} - L] st ey Points

[J[] BOULDER (»256 mm) [16 pts] ) D LEAF PACKWOOQDY DEBRIS [3 pts] -
[J[] BEDROCK [18pts] Y \®) (][] Fm™E DETRITUS [3pts] —_ ‘ o
CJ[O CcOBBLE (65-258 mm) [12 pts] ) D [1 CLAY or HARDPAN [0 pt) R
O 8 GRAVEL (2-64 mm) [9 pts] ) OO0 wuck opts]

g SAND (<2 mm) (6 pts] = OO aRTFicAL [3pts] |
Total of Percentages of )™\ |
Bidr Slabs, Boulder, Cobble. Bedrock ) (A) | e B) |— A+B
SCORE OF TWO MOST PREDOMINATE SUBSTRATE TYPES: \) TOTAL NUMBER OF SUBSTRATE TYPES: b |
2. Maximum Pool Depth (Messure the maximiam pool depthwithin the 61 meder (200 feet) evaluation reach atthe ' Pool Depth
lime of evaiuation Avoid punge pools framroad culverts or storm water ppes’  (Check ONLY one box) Max = 30
{1 > 30 centimeters [20 pts] (1, Scm-10cm [15pta)
O »225-30cm[30pts] :E( <5cm [Spts]
[] »10-225cm[25pts) [(] NO WATER OR MOIST CHANNEL [Opts) I
COMMENTS MAXIMUM POCL DEPTH {centlmmiz@

3. BANK FULL VWADTH (Measuredas the average of 3 -4 measurements) (Check QALY anebox}k Bankfull
[1 »4.0meters (> 13 [30 pts] BX s1o0m-1.5m (>33 -4 8)45pts] | Width
O >30m-40m¢=97-13}[25pts] O <1.0mi<3 3} 5pts] | Max=30
D >1.5m-3.0m(>48"-% 7{20 pte] ~

|
| \5
COMMENT S AVERAGE BANKFULL WIDTH (meters) q' s
This information must also be completed
RIPARIAN ZONE AND FLOODPLAIN QUALITY o NOTE: RiverLeft(L}and Right (R} as woking dawnstreama
RIPARIAN WIDTH ELOODPLAIN QUALITY {MostPredominant per Sank;
L R {Per Bank} L R L R
Side > 10m Mature Forest, Vetland O conseration Tilage
[ Woderate s-1om immature Forest, Shrub or O Fieid ][] Urban or Industrial
(OO narrow<Sm [[C] Resdential, Park, New Field [0 open Pasture, Raw Crop
OO Nene [J[O0 Fenced Pasture OO  winng or Construction
COMMENTS
FLOW REGIME /At Time of Evatuationi Check OfvL Yane box )
<= Stream Fowing ] Moist Channel, solated pools. ne flaw (intermdtent
|:] Subsurface flow with isolated peois | mterstitial D Dry channel no water (ephemeral)
ZOMMENTS
SINUQSITY (Humber ofpends per 51 m (200 i afchannel} (Check QNLY one dox)
None . 13 2.0 0 30
H 05 SEL 15 E 28 O =
STREAM GRADIEMT ESTIMATE
] Fat 3530« ] Fiat to Moderate \@‘Jderate 1YY [] Mecderate to Severe ] Severe wem e
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ADDITIONAL STREAM INFORMATION (This Information Must Also ba Complemsd)

QHE! PERFORMED? I:lYes\,Ean QHE! Score {if Yes. Attach Campleted QHE! form)
COWNSTREAM SiGNATED SE(S)
“SEWNH Name: ) ‘\J& U\\[\ Distance from Evaiuated Stream
g CWH MName: Distance fromEvatuated Stream
] EWH Name: Cigtance framEvaiuated Siream

MAPPING: ATTACH COPIES OF MAPS, INCLUGING THE ENTIRE WATERSHED AREA CLEARLY MARK THE SITE LOCATION

USGS Quadrani!e Name. NRCS Soil Map Page NRCi T}d Map Stream Crder:

/\' \/\Vt\l“j C.L"/" 5 Township/City: /\\\,—Q V\&)f(y :

County:

MISCELLANEQUS
(10l70 LD
Sase Flow Condttions? (v, Date of last preciptation: (-_ﬂ \ | Quantity: >

Photo-documentation Notes:

Elevatad Turbidity ?(Y N ) B_ Canopy (% opem:_(L

‘Were samples collected for waterchemistry? (YN Lab Sample # or £ (attach resufts j.—

: - —— i
Field Measures:Temp {*C} Dissolved Oxygenimgl, ———— pH(SU ) Conductivity {umhos/cm}
Is the sampling reach representative of the stream v/ If not, explan:

Additional comments/descnption of pollution impacts

BIOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS
{Reczcea all observations below)

Fish Qbserved? YN} ‘ g Species observed (if knawn )

Frogs or Tadpoles Observed? (¢/N) Specwes observed (itknown)

Salamanders Observed? (YN} ‘\ Spacies observed (iIf known |,

Aquatic Macroinvertebrates Observed? (/N Species observed [if known)

Comments Regarding Swicgy:

DRAWING AND NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF STREAM REACH (T be completed)
/’" _ F Includﬂmporunl Imdtn.lr and Mhorhl)mrﬂ of interest for site miu.ltmnanda rrativ scription dltnnrumtfi}uﬂion

-_"-.__‘_\_-_'_,f{
X
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Field Methods for Evaluating Primary Headwater Streams in Ohio Version 4.0

Ohio EPA, Division of Surface Water October 2018
hio Primary Headwater Habitat Field Evaluation Form
ey HHEI Score (sum of metrics 1+2+3)

i

SITE NAMELOCATION _ Fasetid A 1ot ,
SITE NUMBER RVER BasN D020 UDU=Rner cooe oramace area ims SISAN]
LENGTH OF STREAM REACH (f) %—f} LAT RIVER MKLE

LOMG
paTe ( 0‘ W70 scorer YALN comments O (N DO

NOTE: Complete All ltems On This Form - Refer to “Field Evaluation Manual for Ohio's PHWH Streams” for Instructions

STREAM CHANNEL MODIFICATIONS: :‘B‘m NATURAL CHANNEL [JRECOVERED [ recovering DRECENT OR NQ RECOVERY

1. SUBSTRATE (Estimate percent of every type present). Chack OML Yiwg predominant substrate TYFE boxes HHEI
Max of 32} Addtotai number of significant substrate types found (Max of 3} Final metric score s sum ofboxes A& 8
TYPE PERCENT XY PERCENT Metric
{J[J BLOR SLABS [16pts] B E SLT [3p4] Points
(J[C] ©OQULDER (»256mm) [16 pta] O |:] LEAF PACK/WOOQDY DEBRIS [3pts) | b
(O] BEDROCK [16pts] (O[O FMWe DETRITUS [3pts] i:ax‘:r:()”
][O0 coBBLE (65-256 mm)[12pts) ][0 CLAYorHARDPAN [0 pt] o
CJ[] SRAVEL 2-64 mm) [9pts] OO0 wmuck fopts] '
=L sAND (<2mm) (6 pts] OO0 ARTFICAL [3pts) B ‘ \
Total of Percentages of lo
Bidr Slabs, Soulder, Cobble. Bedrock (A} (B) A+B
SCORE OF TWO MOST PREDOMINATE SUBSTRATE TYPES: q TOTAL NUMBER OF SUBSTRATE TYPES: 5 !
2. Maximum Poal Depth (Measure the maximum pooi depth within the 61 meter (200 feat) evaluation raach atthe Pool Depth
time of evaluatien Avod plinge pools fromroad culverts ar storm water pmpes:  (Check ONLY one box):
> 30 centimeters [20 pts] O] sem-10cm[15pts)
[0 =225-30cm[20pts] B <5cm [Spts]
0 =10-225cm[25pts] [[J] NO WATER OR HOIST CHANNEL [Opts] ¢ '
COMMENTS MAXIMUM POOL DEPTH (centimeters); §
3. BANK FULL WIDTH (Measuredas the averageof 3 -4 measurements] (Check ONLYonebox} | Bankfull
[0 > 4.0 meters > 13 [30 pts] )Elf »>1dm-15m (>3 3 -4 8)[15pts] | Width
] »30m-40m(>97-13)[26pts] [0 s<tomi<?3)[5pts] Max=30
0O >15m-30m{>48 -9 7)[20pts] .
il 1]
COMMENTS AVERAGE BANKFULL WIDTH {meters) L\' ] '

This information mystalso be completed
RIPARIAN ZONE AND FLOODPLAIN QUALITY & NOTE: RiverLeft(L)and Right (R) as icoking downstreama

RIPARIAN #IDTH FLOODPLAIN QUALTY (MostPredominant per Bank}
LR iPer Bank} L R L R
%Ej Wide »10m (1[0 Mature Forest, wetland [(J[] Conservation Tilage
[ ™oderate s.10m - immature Forest, Shrub or O Field (][] Urban or industrial
OO narrow <5m [J[C] Resdential Park, New Fieid OO open Pasture Row Crop
O ene [0 Fenced Pasture OO winng or Construction

COMMENTS
FLOW REGIME (At Tirme of Evaluatron) (Check ONLYone box:

>§ Stream Flowing [T Moist Channel, isciated poals no flaw (intermatent;

|:] Subsurface flows with Isolated pools (intersiitial) D Cry channel no water ephemeral:
COMMENTS
SINUOSITY (Humber of bends per 81 m (200 ft; efchanne!} (Check DMLY one oox}

H None 19 D 2.0 ] 3¢
e 1s 0] 2s d -3

STREAM GRADIENT ESTIMATE

[JFiat o5 ewc e [T} Fiat to Mogerate w::derate FEEL R S [[] Hoderate to Severe [] Severe v
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ACOITHONAL STREAM IMFORMATION (This Information Must Also be Completed)

QHEI PERFORMED? D‘Yeb@n QHE! Score 11f v es. Attach Completed QHE! form;
DOWNSTREALL DESIGNA E| Si
SEINWH Name: 1\ {\ Distance fromEvaiuated Stream
0 CwH Meme: Distance fromEvaiated Stream
0 EWH MName: Cistance fromEvaasted Stream

MAPFING: ATTACH COPIES OF MAPS, INCLUDING THE ENTIRE WATERSHED AREA. CLEARLY WARK THE SITE LOCATION

USGS Quadrangle Name: NRCS Soil Mag Page NRCS Td Map Stream Order:
County; A’\)(UU\'—D C O - Township/City: {\\m V’\3 ( /\
MISCELLANEQUS 50 I

Basge Flow Condtiong? (WN.A%_ Date of last precpiation: ( f “O\ZO Qunntity

Phota-documentation Notes

Elevated Turbidity (v N; _&_ Canapy (% open) L

‘Were samples collected for water chemistry? (/M Lab Sample & or D (attach resuits):

pH S} " Conductivty {umhos/cm)

Field Measures Temp {°C) Dizsolved Oxygen {mg/l}

g the sampling reach representative ofthe stream v/, #_ If not, explam

additicnal commenta/descrption of pollution Impacts:

BIOL CGICAL DBSERVATIONS
[Record all observations tedow}

Fish Observed? (YN} ‘ A Species obsersed [if (nown
Frogs or Tadpoies Obaerved™ (vVIN) HS Speces obserded i(f known)

Salamandars Obsearved? (v Species observed (if known;

Aquatic Macroinvertgbrates Chserved? (/M) I 5\ Species observed (if known

Comments Regarding Bwoiegy:

DRAWING AND NARRATIVE DESL‘.leTION OF STREAM REACH. (This must be pl te
(’ |nn{udoampa‘mnllytﬁmnruun othar festures ulmv)rm tor site slaluation ndamrrntlvo jmpaonod atr ,‘1 Ior.ataun

-
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From: Ohio, FW3 <ohio@fws.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 8:46 AM

To: Kristen Vonderwish; Joshua Noble

Cc: nathan.reardon@dnr.state.oh.us; Parsons, Kate

Subject: AEP Poston Elliott 138 kV Line Structure Relocation Project, Athens
Co

EXTERNAL E-MAIL MESSAGE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services Office
4625 Morse Road, Suite 104
Columbus, Ohio 43230
(614) 416-8993 / Fax (614) 416-8994

TAILS# 03E15000-2020-TA-1817
Dear Ms. Vonderwish,

The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your recent correspondence requesting
information about the subject proposal. We offer the following comments and recommendations
to assist you in minimizing and avoiding adverse impacts to threatened and endangered species
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq), as amended (ESA).

Federally Threatened and Endangered Species: The endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and
threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) occur throughout the State of

Ohio. The Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat may be found wherever suitable habitat
occurs unless a presence/absence survey has been performed to document absence. Suitable
summer habitat for Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats consists of a wide variety of
forested/wooded habitats where they roost, forage, and breed that may also include adjacent and
interspersed non-forested habitats such as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges of agricultural
fields, woodlots, fallow fields, and pastures. Roost trees for both species include live and
standing dead trees >3 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) that have any exfoliating bark,
cracks, crevices, hollows and/or cavities. These roost trees may be located in forested habitats as
well as linear features such as fencerows, riparian forests, and other wooded

corridors. Individual trees may be considered suitable habitat when they exhibit the
characteristics of a potential roost tree and are located within 1,000 feet of other forested/wooded
habitat. Northern long-eared bats have also been observed roosting in human-made structures,
such as buildings, barns, bridges, and bat houses; therefore, these structures should also be
considered potential summer habitat. In the winter, Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats
hibernate in caves, rock crevices and abandoned mines.

Seasonal Tree Clearing for Federally Listed Bat Species: Should the proposed project site
contain trees >3 inches dbh, we recommend avoiding tree removal wherever possible. If any
caves or abandoned mines may be disturbed, further coordination with this office is requested to
determine if fall or spring portal surveys are warranted. If no caves or abandoned mines are



present and trees >3 inches dbh cannot be avoided, we recommend removal of any trees >3
inches dbh only occur between October 1 and March 31. Seasonal clearing is recommended to
avoid adverse effects to Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats. While incidental take of
northern long-eared bats from most tree clearing is exempted by a 4(d) rule

(see http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html), incidental take of
Indiana bats is still prohibited without a project-specific exemption. Thus, seasonal clearing is
recommended where Indiana bats are assumed present.

If implementation of this seasonal tree cutting recommendation is not possible, a summer
presence/absence survey may be conducted for Indiana bats. If Indiana bats are not detected
during the survey, then tree clearing may occur at any time of the year. Surveys must be
conducted by an approved surveyor and be designed and conducted in coordination with the
Ohio Field Office. Surveyors must have a valid federal permit. Please note that in Ohio summer
mist net surveys may only be conducted between June 1 and August 15.

Section 7 Coordination: If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding provided,
federal permits required to construct), then no tree clearing should occur on any portion of the
project area until consultation under section 7 of the ESA, between the Service and the federal
action agency, is completed. We recommend the federal action agency submit a determination
of effects to this office, relative to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, for our review
and concurrence. This letter provides technical assistance only and does not serve as a
completed section 7 consultation document.

Stream and Wetland Avoidance: Over 90% of the wetlands in Ohio have been drained, filled, or
modified by human activities, thus is it important to conserve the functions and values of the
remaining wetlands in Ohio (https://epa.ohio.gov/portals/47/facts/ohio_wetlands.pdf). We
recommend avoiding and minimizing project impacts to all wetland habitats (e.g., forests,
streams, vernal pools) to the maximum extent possible in order to benefit water quality and fish
and wildlife habitat. Additionally, natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be
preserved to enhance beneficial functions. If streams or wetlands will be impacted, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers should be contacted to determine whether a Clean Water Act section
404 permit is required. Best management practices should be used to minimize erosion,
especially on slopes. Disturbed areas should be mulched and revegetated with native plant
species. In addition, prevention of non-native, invasive plant establishment is critical in
maintaining high quality habitats.

Due to the project type, size, and location, we do not anticipate adverse effects to any other
federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species, or proposed or designated critical
habitat. Should the project design change, or additional information on listed or proposed
species or their critical habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of the
action that were not previously considered, coordination with the Service should be initiated to
assess any potential impacts.

Thank you for your efforts to conserve listed species and sensitive habitats in Ohio. We
recommend coordinating with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources due to the potential for
the proposed project to affect state listed species and/or state lands. Contact Mike Pettegrew,



Acting Environmental Services Administrator, at (614) 265-6387 or
at mike.pettegrew(@dnr.state.oh.us.

If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact
our office at (614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Patrice M. Ashfield
Field Office Supervisor

cc: Nathan Reardon, ODNR-DOW
Kate Parsons, ODNR-DOW



Canton Office T 330.433.2680
[ 3720 Dressler Road Northwest F 330.433.2694
Canton, Ohio 44718

gai consultants

July 8, 2020
Project R200062.13

Ms. Patrice M. Ashfield

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Ohio Ecological Services Field Office
4625 Morse Road, Suite 104
Columbus, Ohio 43230

American Electric Power

Poston — Elliott 138 kV Line Structure Relocation Project
Request for Technical Assistance Regarding Threatened
and Endangered Species and Critical Habitat

Athens County, Ohio

Dear Ms. Ashfield:

GAI Consultants, Inc. (GAI), on behalf of American Electric Power (AEP), is requesting information
regarding state- and federally-listed threatened and endangered species in the vicinity of the Poston-
Elliott 138 Kilovolt (kV) Line Structure Relocation Project (Project) in Athens County, Ohio. As part of this
request, please also provide information specific to any threatened and endangered bats. GAl is also
requesting the locations of any known golden or bald eagle nests known in the area.

The proposed Project involves the relocation of a structure on the Poston-Elliott 138 kV Transmission
Line adjacent to the Elliott Station.

The study area for the Project is shown on the attached map (Figure 1). The habitat within the study area
consists mainly of maintained transmission line right-of-way across forested area, open fields, residential
and urban areas. Project shapefiles have been included to aid in your review.

GAIl and AEP thank you in advance for your assistance. Please contact me at 234.203.0772 or via email
at k.vonderwish@gaiconsultants.com if you have any questions or require further information.

Sincerely,
GAI Consultants, Inc.

K ax AN~

Kristen L. Vonderwish
Project Environmental Specialist

Attachments:  Attachment 1 (Project Location Map)
Project Shapefiles

gaiconsultants.com
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PROJECT LOCATION MAP

gaiconsultants.com



' L ATHENS:
52 COUNTY..

-

LEGEND
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Ohio Department of Natural Resources

MIKE DEWINE. GOVERNOR MARY MERTZ. DIRECTOR

Office of Real Estate

John Kessler, Chief

2045 Morse Road - Bldg. E-2
Columbus, OH 43229
Phone: (614) 265-6621

Fax: (614) 267-4764

August 10, 2020

Kristen Vonderwish

GAI Consultants

6000 Town Center Blvd., Suite 300
Canonsburg, PA 15317

Re: 20-694; AEP-Poston Elliott 138 kV Line Structure Relocation Project

Project: The proposed Project involves the relocation of a structure on the Poston-Elliott 138 kV
Transmission Line adjacent to the Elliott Station.

Location: The proposed project is located in Athens Township, Athens County, Ohio.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above
referenced project. These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the
Department. These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or
federal laws or regulations.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has no records at or within a one-
mile radius of the project area.

A review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database indicates there are no other records of state
endangered or threatened plants or animals within the project area. There are also no records of
state potentially threatened plants, special interest or species of concern animals, or any federally
listed species. In addition, we are unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features,
animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature preserves, state or national
parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas within
the project area. The review was performed on the project area you specified in your request as
well as an additional one-mile radius. Records searched date from 1980.

Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information
from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that
rare species or unique features are absent from that area. Although all types of plant communities
have been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas.

Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.
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The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that best management practices be utilized to
minimize erosion and sedimentation.

The entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered
and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state
endangered and federally threatened species, the little brown bat (Myaotis lucifugus), a state
endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state endangered species.
During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these species of bats
predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in the
leaves. However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost trees.
If trees are present within the project area, and trees must be cut, the DOW recommends cutting
only occur from October 1 through March 31, conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or
crevices, holes, or cavities, as well as trees with DBH > 20 if possible. If trees are present within
the project area, and trees must be cut during the summer months, the DOW recommends a mist
net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1 through August 15, prior to any cutting.
Mist net and acoustic surveys should be conducted in accordance with the most recent version of
the “OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE GUIDANCE FOR BAT SURVEYS AND TREE
CLEARING”. If state listed bats are documented, DOW recommends cutting only occur from
October 1 through March 31, however, limited summer tree cutting may be acceptable after
consultation with DOW (contact Sarah Stankavich, sarah.stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us).

The DOW also recommends that a desktop or field-based habitat assessment is conducted to
determine if there are potential hibernaculum(a) present within the project area. Habitat
assessments should be conducted in accordance with the current USFWS “Range-wide Indiana
Bat Survey Guidelines” and submitted to Sarah Stankavich, sarah.stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us if
potential hibernacula are present within .25 miles of the project area. If a potential hibernaculum
is found, the DOW recommends a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface disturbance buffer
around the hibernaculum entrance, however, limited summer or winter tree cutting may be
acceptable after consultation with DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface impacts to a
hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the following listed mussel species.
Federally Endangered

club shell (Pleurobema clava)

fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria)

pink mucket (Lampsilis orbiculata)

sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus)

snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra)

State Threatened

black sandshell (Ligumia recta)
fawnsfoot (Truncilla donaciformis)
threehorn wartyback (Obliquaria reflexa)

Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream of sufficient
size, this project is not likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the following listed fish species.
State Endangered
spotted darter (Etheostoma maculatum)




State Threatened

channel darter (Percina copelandi)

paddlefish (Polyodon spathula)

river darter (Percina shumardi)

The DOW recommends no in-water work in perennial streams from April 15 through June 30 to
reduce impacts to indigenous aquatic species and their habitat. If no in-water work is proposed in
a perennial stream, this project is not likely to impact these or other aquatic species.

The project is within the range of the timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus), a state endangered
species, and a federal species of concern. The timber rattlesnake is a woodland species. In
addition to using wooded areas, the timber rattlesnake also utilizes sunlit gaps in the canopy for
basking and deep rock crevices known as den sites for overwintering. Due to the location, the
type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to
impact this species.

The project is within the range of the eastern spadefoot toad (Scaphiopus holbrookii), a state
endangered species. This species is found in areas of sandy soils that are associated with river
valleys. Breeding habitats may include flooded agricultural fields or other water holding
depressions. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work
proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species.

The project is within the range of the midland mud salamander (Pseudotriton montanus
diastictus), a state threatened species. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the project
area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species.

Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we
recommend that this project be coordinated with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment.
The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need for any
floodplain permits or approvals for this project. Your local floodplain administrator contact

information can be found at the website below.

http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community
%20Contact%20List 8 16.pdf

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Sarah Tebbe,
Environmental Specialist, at (614) 265-6397 or Sarah.Tebbe@dnr.state.oh.us if you have
questions about these comments or need additional information.

Mike Pettegrew
Environmental Services Administrator (Acting)



Canton Office T 330.433.2680
[ 3720 Dressler Road Northwest F 330.433.2694
Canton, Ohio 44718

gai consultants

July 8, 2020
Project R200062.13

Environmental Review Staff

Ohio Department of Natural Resources

Division of Wildlife - Ohio Natural Heritage Program
2045 Morse Road, Building G-3

Columbus, Ohio 43229-6693

American Electric Power

Poston — Elliott 138 kV Line Structure Relocation Project
Request for Technical Assistance Regarding Threatened
and Endangered Species and Critical Habitat

Athens County, Ohio

Dear Staff:

GAI Consultants, Inc. (GAI), on behalf of American Electric Power (AEP), is requesting information
regarding state- and federally-listed threatened and endangered species in the vicinity of the Poston-
Elliott 138 Kilovolt (kV) Line Structure Relocation Project (Project) in Athens County, Ohio. As part of this
request, please also provide information specific to any threatened and endangered bats. GAl is also
requesting the locations of any known golden or bald eagle nests known in the area.

The proposed Project involves the relocation of a structure on the Poston-Elliott 138 kV Transmission
Line adjacent to the Elliott Station.

The study area for the Project is shown on the attached map (Figure 1). The habitat within the study area
consists mainly of maintained transmission line right-of-way across forested area, open fields, residential
and urban areas. Project shapefiles have been included to aid in your review.

GAl and AEP thank you in advance for your assistance. Please contact me at 234.203.0772 or via email
at k.vonderwish@gaiconsultants.com if you have any questions or require further information.

Sincerely,
GAI Consultants, Inc.

K o AN~

Kristen L. Vonderwish
Project Environmental Specialist

Attachments:  Attachment 1 (Project Location Map)
Project Shapefiles

gaiconsultants.com
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PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on

8/17/2020 4:37:44 PM

Case No(s). 20-1308-EL-BLN

Summary: Notice Poston-Elliott (20-1308-EL-BLN) Structure Relocation Project Final
Application for OPSB electronically filed by Tanner Wolffram on behalf of Ohio Power
Company



