From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment # 17-2295-EL-BGN Republic Wind Farm & # 18-1607-EL-BGNEmerson Creek Wind Farm
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:22:04 AM

From: Elaine Schultz <emschultz78@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 12:23 PM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: Wind projects # 17-2295-EL-BGN Republic Wind Farm & # 18-1607-EL-BGNEmerson Creek
Wind Farm

Dear Mary Mertz,

| am a resident of Seneca County. | have lived in Seneca County for over 40 years. My husband had
lived in Seneca County all of his life. While he was alive, we enjoyed the nature near us. The biggest
requirement for us, when looking for property to build our family home, was a wooded area to enjoy
all the wildlife that would live there, too. We chose a property that had room to build in front of a
woods. We did not have to destroy any trees on the property when we built our home. As a matter
of fact, we added trees to the property. We enjoy the deer, birds and scampering wildlife.

While my husband’s life on Earth ended about 4 years ago, | still enjoy the property. Our children
and grandchildren also enjoy viewing the wildlife. We’ve had owls, wild turkeys, hummingbirds,
Baltimore orioles, numerous finches and grosbeaks, we have not yet spotted an eagle’s nest on our
property. We love to see them elsewhere in Seneca County and hope to one day have them on our
property, as well.

However, if the industrial wind turbines being proposed are built, I'm afraid that may never happen.
Worse yet, I'm afraid that the ones in other areas of Seneca County will be gone, as well. This is NOT
something that | want to see happen. Our home will be passed on to the next generation of our
family before too long. | sincerely hope that every effort can be made to preserve this property for
wildlife alongside our family.

| have numerous concerns about the wind turbines proposed. The setbacks, the safety, the lack of
power produced, are just a few. But with Seneca County recently being ranked 5% in the number of
bald eagle nests in State of Ohio, | feel it’s important to voice my concern about the eagle’s safety. |
feel that it is our responsibility to speak out for the safety of our wildlife.

Please consider these issues when addressing the matter of wind turbine placement. While | would
much rather not see any placed in Seneca County, | certainly think that the least we could do, is NOT
place them where it would inhibit families or wildlife. Anything that you could do to help in this
endeavor would be appreciated.

Thank you for your consideration in this serious matter.

Elaine Schultz



14650 Township Road 178
Bellevue OH 44811

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment # 17-2295-EL-BGN Republic Wind Farm & # 18-1607-EL-BGN Emerson Creek Wind Farm
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:21:28 AM

From: Jennifer Oney <jenoney29@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 11:43 AM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>

Subject: project #'s - 17-2295-EL-BGN: Republic Wind Farm & 18-1607-EL-BGN: Emerson Creek Wind
Farm.

Dear Mary Mertz,

Please don't allow these massive turbines to come into Ohio and ruin the land and destroy all of the
hard work of rebuilding the Bald Eagle population. Ohio has spent years bringing the eagles back
from near extinction, only to allow these turbines to come in and destroy all of that work?

Over 2 miles of clearance is needed to protect the eagles nests. Please don't take this lightly.

Jennifer Oney
14561 Twp. Rd. 178
Bellevue, OHIO 44811



From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment 17-2295 and 18-1607
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:22:35 AM

From: jane MOTLEY <jhmotley@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2020 8:46 AM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: Please help protect Ohio's wildlife and migratory birds

Dear Director Mertz,

| am writing to urge you and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources to protect the
nests of Northwest Ohio's Bald Eagle population. Currently six industrial wind turbines
projects are trying to locate hundred's of massive turbines throughout Erie and
Seneca Counties. The proposed turbine siting in both projects falls within the
Mississippi Flyway and is the corridor that thousands of migratory birds seasonally
use to fly to and from the northern United States and Canada.

In particular | am concerned about the siting of turbine's in the Emerson Creek Wind
Farm 18-1607-EL-BGN and the Republic Wind Farm 17-2295-EL-BGN projects.
These turbine's are proposed too close to active eagle's nests. According to the
Apex's own literature, turbines need to have at least a 2.5 mile buffer from all eagle
nests. Many of the wind turbines in these two projects are being sited much to close
to identified active nests.

Please help protect Erie and Seneca's Counties migratory pathways, birds and
wildlife by speaking out to denying these two project's application. We thank you for
your time and careful consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Mark and Jane Motley
Bellevue, Ohio



From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment 17-2295 and 18-1607
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:21:02 AM

From: Ann Wright <sunshinecherryfestival@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 9:12 AM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: Protect bald eagles

Seneca County ranks 5th in the state of Ohio for bald eagles. For this reason Seneca County area is
NOT a responsible place to site industrial wind turbines.

QOur area is NOT compatible for these proposed massive industrial wind turbines projects
*17-2295-EL-BGN: Republic Wind Farm

*18-1607-EL-BGN: Emerson Creek Wind Farm

It is important that nesting eagles in Seneca County need larger territories than eagles nesting along
rivers and lakes. These nests are further apart in Seneca County for that reason. Eagle nests should
have a 2.5 mile buffer zone from industrial wind turbines.

Better yet, don't allow utility scale turbines in Seneca County at all, to protect the migratory
pathways for birds and bats through our county.

Thank you.

Ann Wright



From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment 17-2295 and 18-1607
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:19:07 AM

From: Ed Clark <ethog3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2020 10:19 AM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>; Sherrod Brown
<Senator_Brown@brown.senate.gov>; rep70@ohiohouse.gov; rep98@ohiochouse.gov; Rob
McColley <mccolley@ohiosenate.gov>; Rep. Bill Seitz <rep30@ohiochouse.gov>; Cicchillo, Joseph
<Joseph.Cicchillo@ohiohouse.gov>; DJ Swearengen <rep89@cohichouse.gov>; State Senator Dave
Burke <burke@cohiosenate.gov>; rep83@chiohouse.gov; rep69@chichouse.gov;
rep95@ohiohouse.gov; rep52 @ohiohouse.gov; rep62 @ohiohouse.gov; rep73@ohichouse.gov;
rep86@ohiohouse.gov; rep43@cohiohouse.goy; State Senator Andrew Brenner
<brenner@ohiosenate.gov>; coley@ohiosenate.gov; State Senator Frank Hoagland
<hoagland@ohiosenate.gov>; State Senator Matt Huffman <huffman@ohiosenate.gov>; Nathan
Manning <manning@ohiosenate.gov>; rulli@ohiosenate.gov; Dick Stein <rep57@chiohouse.gov>;
Luttmann, Christine <Christa.l uttmann@governor.ohio.gov>; rep85 <rep85@ohiohouse.gov>;
Randazzo, Samuel <Samuel.Randazzo@puco.ohio.gov>; Bick, Caroline
<Caroline.Bick@mail.house.gov>; Representative Craig S. Riedel <Rep28@chichouse.gov>; Senator
Chuck Grassley <Senator@grassley.senate.gov>; Senator Larry Obhof <Obhof@ohiosenate.gov>;
Mike Dewine@Governor.ohio.gov; Van Kirk, Robert <ROBERT.VANKIRK@OHIOHOUSE.GOV>;
foxfriends@foxnews.com; Theresa Gavarone <tgavarone@ohiosenate.gov>; rep53@ohiohouse.gov
Subject: Protect Bald Eagles in Seneca County

All,

With the recent news of Seneca County ranking 5th in the state of Ohio we put together this video
to showcase that the Seneca County area is NOT a responsible place to site as many as SIX
Industrial Wind Turbine Projects.

Our area is NOT compatible for these proposed massive industrial wind turbine projects. Please
refer to project #'s - 17-2295-EL-BGN: Republic Wind Farm & 18-1607-EL-BGN: Emerson Creek
Wind Farm.

It is important to note in your email that nesting eagles in Seneca County need larger territories
than eagles nesting along rivers and lakes. These nests are further apart in Seneca County for
that reason. Eagle nests should have a 2.5 mile buffer zone from industrial wind turbines. Better
yet, don't allow utility scale turbines in Seneca County at all, to protect the migratory pathways for
birds and bats through our county.

https://youtu.be/81PAcitmooA

Thank You
Ed Clark






From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment 17-2295 and 18-1607
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:17:15 AM
Attachments: image001.png
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From: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 12:05 PM

To: 'cpopad5@hotmail.com' <cpopad5@hotmail.com>
Cc: Colvin, Brittney <Brittney.Colvin@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: RE: eagles nest in Ohio

Der Chris,

Thank you for reaching out and sharing your concerns about the application to construct the
Republic Wind Farm proposed by Republic Wind LLC, designated as case number 17-2295-EL-BGN by
the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) and the Emerson Creek Wind Farm proposed by Firelands Wind,
LLC designated as case number 18-1607-EL-BGN. | want to assure you that my staff at the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources and | are very mindful of your concerns to protect bald eagles and
take them very seriously as we assess all ecological, socioeconomic, and other impacts prior to
making any determinations on these cases.

As you may know, Power Siting staff at the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) issued reports
of investigation on Republic Wind LLC’s application in July 2019 and Firelands Wind, LLC’s application
in March 2020. PUCO staff consulted with various staff within the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, including those within the Division of Wildlife whose responsibility is to conserve and

improve fish and wildlife resources and their habitats for sustainable use and appreciation by all.
Effective science-based management of Ohio's fish and wildlife resources incorporates the complex
relationships among fish and wildlife, their habitats, and the interaction of people.

The staff’s investigation found bald eagle nests within the 2-mile buffer surrounding both projects. In
both cases, staff recommended to the Board that Republic Wind, LLC and Firelands Wind, LLC be
required to coordinate with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to assure that
impacts to bald eagles are minimized. If the USFWS determines that impacts to bald eagle are likely,
they can require the applicants to develop and implement an Eagle Conservation Plan in accordance
with federal guidance and permit regulations. In addition, prior to any turbine becoming
commercially operational, Republic Wind, LLC and Firelands Wind, LLC must submit a post-
construction bird and bat monitoring plan to the ODNR Division of Wildlife and for power siting staff
review and approval. This monitoring plan also requires confirmation from the USFWS and should be
consistent with the ODNR-approved, standardized protocol, as outlined in the ODNR’s On-Shore Bird
and Bat Pre-and-Post-Construction Monitoring Protocol for Commercial Wind Energy Facilities in
Ohio.



Both applications are still under consideration by the full Board. | appreciate and share your passion
and commitment to the safety and protection of fellow Ohioans, native species, and our landscape.
My staff and | will keep your comments in mind as we continue with our thorough review of this
application.

Sincerely,

Mary C. Mertz

Director

Ohio Department of Natural Resources
2045 Morse Road, D-3

Columbus, OH 43229

Office number: 614-265-1005

Fax number: 614-261-9601

Marv Meriz@DNR state oh us

www_Ohiodnr_gov

EOQ

This message is intended solely for the addressee(s). Should you receive this message by mistake, we
would be grateful if you informed us that the message has been sent to you in error. In this case, we

also ask that you delete this message and any attachments from your mailbox, and do not forward it
or any part of it to anyone else. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: chris popa <cpopa45@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2020 5:02 PM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: eagles nest in Ohio

ODN Director Mary Mertz,

Case number: 17-2295-EL-BGN: Republic Wind Farm
Case number: 18-1607-EL-BGN: Emerson Creek Wind Farm

May 17, 2020

ODN Director Mary Mertz,

| reside in Richmond Township, Huron County which is located next to Seneca County. | am
aware of the proposed industrial wind warms being proposed for Huron, Seneca, Sandusky
and Erie Counties. | have read the articles which have been printed in the local papers
regarding the bald eagle nests in the State of Ohio. The bald eagle which was once an
endangered species is making a comeback. According to the article in the Willard Times-
Junction 707 bald eagle nests have been confirmed in Ohio. In another article | read that the



counties with the highest number of nest are close by-Sandusky County #2, Erie County #3
Seneca County #5 and Huron County is #13. It has taken a lot of time and a lot of work for this
to happen. The proposed industrial wind turbines for this area will not be good the bald eagle
and their continued growth. The eagles are beautiful to watch, please help protect them.
Another concern is the migratory birds and the bats. The industrial wind turbines would have
a detrimental effect on these species as well.

| am asking you to say NO to the proposed industrial wind turbines in Huron, Erie, Seneca, and
Sandusky Counties.

Chris Popa

3336 Willoughby Rd

Willard, Ohio 44890

CC: ODNR Director Mary Mertz

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not
click links or open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click the Phish Alert
Button if available.



From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment 17-2295 and 18-1607
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:23:16 AM

From: yhn9495@frontier.com <yhn9495@frontier.com>
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2020 9:00 AM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: Republic Wind and Emerson Creek Wind

Dear Mary,

Industrial Wind Turbines (IWT) in Seneca County are a bad idea. Research has concluded that this
region of Ohio is a migratory bird corridor. If gigantic rotating blenders would be allowed, the birds, bats,
eagles, and other protected species will be destroyed in large numbers.

According to nature.org, migrating wildlife need a SAFE haven for some much needed rest and food.
Two very important revenue generating activities would also disappear. The first is the birding community
that come from all over to witness all the splendor mother nature has to offer. Secondly, the duck and
goose hunting enthusiasts. Wind turbines will adversely affect the number of waterfowl until none return

to this area.

Wind turbine companies may say birds will figure out how to “fly around” them, but we all know that is not
the case as evidenced by photos from other turbine plants. Birds fly, they die. The end.

| oppose the Republic Wind and Emerson Creek wind projects:
17-2295-EL-BGN
18-1607-EL-BGN

Thank you for taking the time to consider such a long-term impact on our great state of Ohio.

D. Kalb



From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment 17-2295
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:18:16 AM

From: Deb H <hayyou87@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 8, 2020 5:19 PM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: Please protect the Bald Eagles from Industrial Wind

Ms. Mertz

Please consider all the active eagle nests in or near the Republic Wind LLC and protect those eagles
with a 2.5 mile buffer around nests from turbines. We don’t have the same resources for eagles in
Seneca County as the regions along the Lake and rivers. They need a larger territory. Do not let these
turbines encroach on their feeding area or we won’t have eagles for long in Seneca County.

Sincerely, Deb Hay
14040 Township Rd 178, Bellevue, OH 44811

Deb



From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment 17-2295-el-bgn & 18-1607-el-bgn
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:16:17 AM

From: Norman Wurm <apwurml@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 16, 2020 10:36 PM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: Wind turbines 17-2295-el-bgn & 18-1607-el-bgn

I'm sending this in regards to a eagle's that was new this spring. It is located half a mile south of our
home. And there is also a nature reserve a half a mile east of our home. There is supposed to be at
least 6 turbines with in 1.5 miles of our house . Please say no to these wind turbines. They are going
to have a negative effect on on wild life in this area. Thank you. Norman Wurm

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not
click links or open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click the Phish Alert
Button if available.



From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment 17-2295-EL-BGN and 18-1607-EL-BGN
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:20:15 AM

From: charles morsher <morsherfam@roadrunner.com>
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2020 12:14 PM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: Bald Eagles nests 17-2295-EL-BGN

https://voutu.be/81PAcitmooA

17-2295-EL-BGN: Republic Wind Farm & 18-1607-EL-BGN: Emerson Creek Wind Farm

Dear Mary Mertz ;

This email is in reference to the Bald Eagle nests which are located in our state. Currently
there are over 700+ nests within our state borders. Out of the eighty-eight counties in the
great state of OHIO, counties along or near Lake Erie have the largest number of bald eagle
nests. This is due to the abundance of food and nesting habitats. Sandusky county has 50 bald
eagle nests, Erie county has 32 and Seneca County ranks 5th in the state for it's 24 eagle nest
sightings. Once on the brink of extinction in Ohio, in 1979 there were only four nesting pairs
found along the Lake Erie cost. We now see how the majestic eagles have come back, but for
how long? Those three counties together; Sandusky, Erie and Seneca, have a total of over 106
nests. In just those three counties alone which is over 15% of the TOTAL nests sighting in all of
Ohio. Seneca County is currently fighting to keep wind turbines from coming into the area. |
find it frustrating, nonsensical and hypocritical that the state of Ohio especially the OPSB and
the ODNR would consider allowing massive wind turbines into these three countries. The
turbines that are proposed in Seneca county, of which | live are to be over 600+ in height, for a
point of reference, the St. Louis Arch is 630 feet tall. Would you like having something of that
magnitude outside of your home? | am against the wind turbines for MANY reasons: Karst,
health, shadow flicker, decrease in property values and for the killing of birds, bats and bald
eagles. Miss Mertz, as the director of OD&R | believe you to be a person of common sense and
| implore you to take the time, watch the video, educate yourself and see for yourself that:
“Everything that glitters is NOT gold.”

Respectfully,
Linda Morsher

7355 Township Road 81
Bellevue, Ohio 44811
morsherfam@roadrunner.com




From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: Public Comment for Republic Wind (Case #17-2295-EL-BGN) and Emerson Creek Wind (Case # 18-1607-EL-BGN)
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:13:13 AM

From: Natalie Kaltenbach <patgourd@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 7:39 AM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>

Subject: Republic Wind (Case #17-2295-EL-BGN) Emerson Creek Wind (Case # 18-1607-EL-BGN)

Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Mary Mertz, Director

May 18, 2020

Ms. Mertz,

| am writing to express my opposition to two proposed industrial wind projects (17-2295-EL-BGN,
Republic Wind and 18-1607-EL-BGN, Emerson Creek Wind) currently in the pending phase of the Ohio
Power Siting Board's approval process. | live in the footprint of the proposed Emerson Creek project.
Although | have many unanswered concerns regarding these projects, my comments today are specific to
the protection of our national symbol, the American Bald Eagle. Although no longer on the endangered
species list, it is still protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle Preservation Act. In 1979, there were just
four nesting pairs of eagles in Ohio. For approximately twenty years beginning in the mid 1980's,
concerted efforts took place to restore the Bald Eagle population in Ohio. The Ohio Department of Natural
Resources undoubtedly played a major role in those efforts using our tax dollars to do so. Those efforts
paid off as there are now just over 700 nesting pairs in Ohio, and growing. 121 of those nests or over
17% are in just a four county area (Erie, Sandusky, Seneca and Huron) which are the proposed sites for
the two projects mentioned above. Include Ottawa County which borders Sandusky and Erie counties and
this five county area in North Central Ohio is home to nearly 30% of the nesting pairs in Ohio. Nesting
pairs average 1.5 offspring per year so there will be approximately 740 new and existing eagles combing
the skies in this five county area. Obviously the eagles aren't aware of county lines drawn on a map so it
stands to reason that the approximately 300 offspring will be spreading out looking for food and suitable
nesting sites.

Some additional questions/concerns:

o How many eagles are the wind developers allowed to “take™ with their permits - “take” is defined as
harassing, harming, pursuing, hunting, shooting, wounding, killing, trapping, capturing or collecting
or attempting to engage in such conduct.” What if they exceed their allowable “take”?

» How much does such a permit cost the developer? | have heard it is tens of thousands of dollars.
Since the wind companies are heavily subsidized, | can only assume that some of our tax dollars
would now be used to purchase such a permit that would allow the “taking” of the eagles that other
tax dollars originally were used to restore the population.

» Who monitors and reports the “take™? The wind developer? Unlike the staff of the OPSB, there is
not a lot of community trust in these companies to self-monitor.

Does it really make sense to build 650 foot towers with blades rotating at nearly 200 mph in the area of
the state where the protected eagle population is thriving? | think not.

Natalie Kaltenbach



Huron County



From: Puco ContactOPSB

To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment Republic Wind#17-2295-EL-BGN and Emerson Creek #18-1607-EL-BGN
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:24:51 AM

From: Patricia Zerman <54linky5@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2020 10:03 AM

To: Mertz, Mary <Mary.Mertz@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: Republic Wind#17-2295-EL-BGN and Emerson Creek #18-1607-EL-BGN

Director Mertz:

| would like to state my opposition to the proposed Industrial Wind Turbine projects, both
Republic Wind #17-2295-EL-BGN and Emerson Creek #18-1607-EL-BGN. | am asking that
before any approvals are given to Apex or any other wind company, that your organization
reviews all of the information available regarding the hazards of turbines.

These turbine companies have promised great financial benefits, but | believe this is only to
mask their actual detriment to life!

Seneca Co has ranked 5™ in the state for their eagle population. These nesting birds should
have at least 2.5 miles of hazard-free flight area for hunting and free flight. Obviously, erecting
600"+ turbines is detrimental to their safety. Unfortunately, Bowling Green witnessed what
these massive machines will do to these birds! One can’t help but wonder how many other
birds and bats have been slaughtered by turbines? What happens to the area insect
population, when the bat population is dramatically decreased by the turbines? How many
humans will be impacted by the insect-borne diseases? West Nile? The pandemic we are
experiencing now, should give us all pause to consider the effect these turbines would have
on our ecosystem.

These turbines will not only adversely affect our bird and bat population, what about the other
direct effects to humans? Ohio has many Karst formations. Destroying any of these areas can
cause dramatic effects to wells, waterflow, flooding, sink holes. Consider the effect of shadow
flicker and noise pollution on mental health!

Considering the current devastating financial situation in the United States caused by the
pandemic, the resulting decrease in property values caused by massive industrial wind
turbines will only intensify the destruction of our land.

Please consider the health, safety and well-being of all the residents in your decisions.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Patricia A Heuring Zerman
property in Seneca Co & Huron Co Ohio
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