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 Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 

Memo 
To:  Docketing Division 

From: Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, Rail Division 

Cc:  PUCO Legal Department 

Date: 4/6/20 

Re: PUCO Case No. 20-711-RR-FED- In the Matter of a Request for Upgrades to the 
Active Warning Devices at the Norfolk Southern Railway Crossing, S. Main Street/SR 
64, DOT#509-483V, in Fulton County, Ohio. 
 

 

On August 22, 2019, the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) authorized 
funding for Norfolk Southern Railway to modify and upgrade the active warning devices 
at S. Main Street/SR 64, DOT#509-483V, in Fulton County, Ohio. This work will include 
the relocation of the warning devices in the southeast quadrant, removal of the pedestrian 
gates, LED upgrades, and curbing installation. The crossing was surveyed, on May 3, 
2019, and found to warrant the upgrade. The electric utility provider for this crossing is 
Toledo Edison-First Energy Corp. 
 
The project will be paid for with federal funds and is actual cost. The plans and estimates in 
the amount of $89,501.00 have been approved. Construction may commence at once.  
Staff requests a Finding & Order with completion of the project in twelve months. 
Staff requests that the following language be incorporated in the Finding & Order: 
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices 
will be completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible 
for this work. This work includes, but is not limited to: 
 

• Any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as designed and 
visible to the roadway user, and 

 
• MUTCD compliance, including minor roadway work if necessary. 
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 Please serve the following parties of record:

 

 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
Kurt Young 
Public Projects Engineer 
1200 Peachtree Street NE 
Box 123 
Atlanta, GA 30309-3597 
 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
Cayela Wimberly 
Director Grade Crossing Safety 
1200 Peachtree Street NE 
Atlanta, GA 30309-3597 
 
Eastman & Smith LTD. 
Casey Talbott 
Attorney for Norfolk Southern 
One SeaGate 24th Floor 
P.O. Box 10032 
Toledo, OH  43699-0032 
 
Ohio Rail Development Commission 
Cathy Stout 
Safety Manager 
1980 West Broad Street 
Mail Stop #3140 
Columbus, OH 43223 
 
Ohio Department of Transportation 
Aaron Behrman 
District Railroad Coordinator District #2 
317 East Poe Road 
Bowling Green, OH  45801 
 
Village of Swanton 
Rosanna Hoelzle 
Village Administrator 
219 Chestnut Street 
Swanton, OH  43588 
 
Toledo Edison-First Energy Corp. 

 



 

 

 OHIO RAIL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 
 
 
TO:  Randall Schumacher, Chief, Motor Carrier & Rail Enforcement, PUCO 
 
FROM: Cathy Stout, Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 
 
BY: Don Damron, ORDC 
 
SUBJECT: Fulton County, SR 64, S. Main St.  
 DOT# 509483V; PID# 110546 
 NS S&E Project# 10.3256  
 
DATE: March 18, 2020 
  
 
 
The Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) established a diagnostic survey at the subject 
location on 5/3/2019.  The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) attended the review.  
The existing active warning devices have been recommended for a modification including: 1) the 
relocation of the flashing lights and gates in the southeast quadrant to 15’ from track center and 
closer to the roadway to avoid weight intrusion into the sidewalk, 2) the removal of both sets of 
pedestrian gates, and 3) LED upgrades.  Copies of the diagnostic review form and the cost 
estimate are attached. 
 
The project estimates have already been provided by the railroad. ORDC accepts the estimates as 
provided.  Please issue a construction-only order for the LED upgrade outlined above. ORDC 
recommends a twelve (12) month construction timeline. This authorization is made with the 
stipulation and understanding that an approved estimate may contain entries for items or 
activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal participation during the project 
audit.  
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices will be 
completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible for this work.   
 
Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 
 
Attachments:   Construction Authorization  

NS Estimate and Material List 
Diagnostic Review Team Survey 

  Letter Agreement 
  State of Ohio Purchase Order 

Authorization for Plans and Estimates 
   
 
c:   Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, PUCO 

ORDC Project Manager (file) 



 

 

March 18, 2020 

 

Kurt Young 

Administrator, Grade Crossing Program 

Norfolk Southern Corp., Office 7014 

1200 Peachtree St. NE, Box 123  

Atlanta, GA 30309 

 

RE: Construction Authorization  

SR 64, S. Main St., Fulton County, DOT# 509483V, PID# 110546 

NS S&E Project# 10.3256 

 

Dear Mr. Young:  

 

The plan and estimate dated 11/20/2019 for the referenced upgrade project is acceptable.  

Norfolk Southern Corp. may proceed with the construction of the proposed modification to the 

existing grade crossing active warning system in accordance with the abbreviated plan.  

 

The estimate of $89,501.00 is acceptable and reimbursement is limited to $89,501.00.  However, 

this amount does not include the cost for the required concrete curb work which is considered 

part of the total project cost.  The reimbursement limit will be increase based on estimates 

received for the concrete curb work.  Please note: this project involves the relocation of an 

existing warning device; therefore, the railroad must provide ORDC with a plan stamped by a 

professional engineer licensed in the State of Ohio prior to acceptance and close out of the 

project. 

 

This construction authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that the approved 

estimate may contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible 

for federal participation during the project audit.    Additional costs must be approved in writing 

by the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) prior to being incurred.  Emergency verbal 

authorizations by ORDC may be permitted and will be confirmed by ORDC in writing within ten 

(10) business days of the verbal approval. 

 

This authorization is contingent upon Norfolk Southern Corp. accepting the following 

instructions: 

 

1. The NS project foreman will furnish written notification five (5) working days prior to 

the date work will start at the project site to Don Damron, ORDC, email 

don.damron@dot.ohio.gov , cell 614-917-8466, and to the Public Utilities Commission 

of Ohio at Jill.henry@puc.state.oh.us.  The NS project foreman will also notify the same 

of any stops and re-starts of the work activity and of the date work was completed for the 

project. 

mailto:Jill.henry@puc.state.oh.us
mailto:Jill.henry@puc.state.oh.us


 

 

 

2. NS will arrange for utilities to be located at the project site by the Ohio Utilities 

Protection Service (OUPS) prior to any construction activities at the site.  Utilities that 

are not participating members of the service must be contacted directly by NS.  

 

3. The NS project foremen will notify Don Damron at (614) 917-8466 (cell) or 

don.damron@dot.ohio.gov (email) of any changes in the scope of work, cost overruns, 

material changes, etc. which are not included in the approved plan and estimate and 

secure approval of same before the work is performed. 

 

4. Open cut of roadways is not permitted except in unusual circumstances and must be 

coordinated with the local highway authority and preapproved by ORDC. 

 

5. NS will furnish two (2) copies of each partial bill to ORDC.  Please find the enclosed 

ODOT Purchase Order to reference when billing. 

 

6. NS will furnish two (2) copies of the final all-inclusive bill to ORDC stating the exact 

dates of starting and completing work, the initial and final dates of construction and 

location where the accounts may be audited. 

 

7. This installation will include any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as 

designed and meet MUTCD. 

 

Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Donald J. Damron 

Project Manager 

 

 

C: Randall Schumacher, Chief, Motor Carrier & Rail Enforcement, PUCO 

 Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, PUCO 

 Heather Hamilton, ORDC 

 ORDC (file) 

 

mailto:don.damron@dot.ohio.gov
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***Purchases - Others***

Meals and Lodging: $5,976.94

Rental of Equipment: $8,170.45

(2 Trucks, 1 Backhoe w/ Trailer
and 1 Pipe-Pusher for 7 Days)

Construction Supervision Vehicle: $1,249.81

Purchases - Other Total: $15,397.20

***Material And Additives***

Material Cost: $33,035.00

Sales and Use Tax: $2,643.00

Material Handling Freight: $3,303.50

Material Total: $38,981.50

***Labor And Additives***

Labor Cost: $14,070.00

(6 man crew at $2,010.00 a day for: 7 days)

Payroll Tax & Overheads: $11,996.08

Preliminary Engineering: $4,946.03

Construction Supervision: $4,109.85

Labor Total: $35,121.96

Project Cost: $89,500.66

Scrap / Salvage Credit: $0.00

Project Total: $89,501.00

20-Nov-19

Detailed Estimate for Grade Crossing Warning Devices

City/State: SWANTON, OH Road: MAIN ST.

MilePost: CD-306.9 DOT/AAR: 509483V

State Proj. No.: PID# 110546 County: FULTON

S&E Proj. No.: 10.3256 File Number:

Man Days: 42

Estimated on: 20-Nov-19 Estimated by: wgtg9

Estimate valid for 1 year from date of estimate



City: SWANTON

Road: MAIN ST.

Mile Post: CD-306.9

Drawing Number: 36003068

State ProjectNumber: PID# 110546

County: FULTON

A A R Number: 509483V

Project Number: 10.3256

File Number:

New File Number: CX0115747

WBS: F-05970

Store Number:

Supervisor: T.A. SLOCUM

Tax Code: 3500

Vendor to supply the following copies after pricing:

1 Set - Material Management with original Invoice
2 Sets - with plans shipped in car with material
1 Set - S&EGen. Supt. Construction w/copy of invoice

Norfolk Southern Railway
Highway Crossing Signalization Program - Material List

Do not substitute items without permission from S & E Engineering

1:49 PMWednesday, November 20, 
2019
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Location:  SWANTON OH S&E Proj. No.:  10.3256 AFE No.:  F-05970 Drawing No.:  36003068

Store No.:  P.O.Number: Date Required: Date Shipped: Vendor:  Xorail

Qty. Class-Item-CD UI
Price

per Item Total Price Item Description
Quantity 
Shipped

Quantity Installed
Date       Date       Date

Quan.     Quan.     Quan.

Quantity 
Returned 
(Credit)

Special 
Instructions

2 670-119241-4 EA $27.06 $54.12 ARRESTOR, LIGHTNING HEAVY DUTY CLEAR VIEW SAFETRAN 
022585-1X

300 465-939422-4 LF $3.01 $903.00 CABLE, UG 12 CONDUCTOR NO 14 AWG SOLID EACH 
CONDUCTOR WITH 5/64 IN INSULATION 10 MIL

300 465-292929-4 LF $4.12 $1,236.00 CABLE, UG 5 COND. NO. 6 AWG SOLID COPPER CABLE TO 
MEET NS CORP. SPEC. FOR SIGNAL

2 670-793404-4 EA $1,245.20 $2,490.40 COUNTERWEIGHT PKAGE, 17-24'GATE S'TRAN S- MECH ONLY, 
STAINLESS, TO INCLUDE HUB, SUPPORT ARMS

4 670-760012-4 EA $41.80 $167.20 COVER, FOR 1 WAY FLASHING LIGHT ASSY.  18 OZ. BLACK 
VINYL COATED NYLON. ====TO COVER 2 LAMPS====

1 670-986650-4 EA $355.00 $355.00 DISPOSAL, CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS AND CLEANING X'ING 
EQUIPMENT CONTAINER

4 670-000003-4 EA $255.85 $1,023.40 FILL/STONE #57, QUANITY IS BASED ON TRUCK LOAD PLUS 
DELIVERY COST

1 670-015231-4 EA $613.80 $613.80 FOUNDATION, DIXIE,S-2 GATE 2'6"X2'6"X5'6" ASSEMBLED

2 670-005377-4 EA $328.35 $656.70 GATE ARM, ALUMINUM, 17-24 FT, ARM ASSEMBLY, INCLUDES 
GATE GUARD FOR GATE LIGHT CABLE. HIGH INTENSITY 
VERTICAL STRIPES. 

2 670-092155-4 EA $176.00 $352.00 LAMP ASSY, LED GATE ARM KIT (INCLUDES 3 LAMPS 
COMPLETE WITH CABLES AND MTG. HARDWARE) REC #: 9298-
1120

2 670-005058-4 EA $1,892.88 $3,785.76 LAMP ASSY, LED, 5” MAST BACK TO BACK LIGHTS (IPN: 042003-
L487XNS)

2 670-637778-4 EA $1,424.91 $2,849.82 MAST, 5" ALUMINUM 13'10" WITH DOUBLE JCT. BOX BASE. 
S'TRAN P# 070519-11AX.

2 670-521147-4 EA $3,850.87 $7,701.74 MECHANISM, GATE MODEL S-40, WITH CONTACT HEATER, 
COMPLETE W/RELAY S'TRAN # 074000-W00090

5 670-000001-4 EA $726.23 $3,631.15 MISC. EXPENSE, MATERAIL/FILL

1 000-000000-4 EA $7,000.00 $7,000.00 MISC. EXPENSE, UNDERGROUND BORING

2 670-018542-4 EA $47.30 $94.60 PADLOCK, ABLOY 5/16" X 1" SHACKLE CLEARANCE KEYED FOR 
C&S DEPT USE; INCLUDES ETCHING;

2 465-002899-4 EA $46.37 $92.74 REEL, CABLE DISPOSABLE FOR CROSSING SIGNAL PACKAGES

1:49 PMWednesday, November 20, 
2019
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Location:  SWANTON OH S&E Proj. No.:  10.3256 AFE No.:  F-05970 Drawing No.:  36003068

Store No.:  P.O.Number: Date Required: Date Shipped: Vendor:  Xorail

Qty. Class-Item-CD UI
Price

per Item Total Price Item Description
Quantity 
Shipped

Quantity Installed
Date       Date       Date

Quan.     Quan.     Quan.

Quantity 
Returned 
(Credit)

Special 
Instructions

2 435-805560-4 EA $4.84 $9.68 SAND, 25LB BAG FOR CABLE ENTRANCE INTO THE SHELTER

1 670-330382-4 RL $17.90 $17.90 TAPE, THOR 3" DURATEC, ORANGE 1000' LENGTHS. "WARNING 
STOP DIGGING"

Total Material: $33,035.01

1:49 PMWednesday, November 20, 
2019
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   APPROVED BY STATE    APPROVED BY RAILROAD    CAR NUMBER    SEAL NUMBER
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August 22, 2019 

 

Kurt Young 

Administrator, Grade Crossing Program 

Norfolk Southern Corp., Office 7014 

1200 Peachtree St. NE, Box 123  

Atlanta, GA 30309 

 

RE: Authorization for Engineering, Plans and Estimates for Grade Crossing Warning Device Upgrade  

 Fulton County; SR 64, S. Main St.; DOT# 509-483V; PID# 110546 

 

Dear Mr. Young: 

  

A diagnostic review was held at the above grade crossing on 5/3/2019.  The existing active warning 

devices have been recommended for a modification including: 1) the relocation of the flashing lights and 

gates in the southeast quadrant to 15’ from track center and closer to the roadway to avoid weight 

intrusion into the sidewalk, 2) the removal of both sets of pedestrian gates, and 3) LED upgrades. 

 

Norfolk Southern Corp. is authorized to proceed with the engineering design, site layout plans and cost 

estimates for this project. This authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that any field 

work needs prior approval before work begins. This authorization is made with the stipulation and 

understanding that an approved estimate may contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and 

found to be ineligible for federal participation during the project audit. Please note that the railroad must 

provide ORDC with a plan stamped by a professional engineer licensed in the State of Ohio prior to 

acceptance and close out of the project. 

 

The ORDC is not requesting that the PUCO issue an Order at this time.  After ORDC receives and 

approves the engineering, site plans and cost estimates, a construction-only Order will be requested from 

PUCO.  Please submit the preliminary engineering to ORDC within 90 days of receipt of this letter. 

 

The diagnostic review form is attached.  Please note any recommendations made by the team about 

requirements for this location.  Any minor roadway work necessary for MUTCD compliance should be 

incorporated into the PE and such costs will flow through the railroad reimbursement process. 

 

The ORDC Project Manager for this project is Don Damron.  I can be reached at 614-466-2509 (office), 

or 614-917-8466 (cell), or don.damron@dot.ohio.gov, if you have any questions. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Donald J. Damron 

Project Manager 

 

Copies:  Randall Schumacher, Chief, Rail Division, PUCO 

  Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, PUCO 

  Heather Hamilton, ORDC and ORDC (file) 

Attachments: 3 (Diagnostic Review Team Survey, letter agreement, purchase order)  

mailto:don.damron@dot.ohio.gov




























This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

4/13/2020 4:45:01 PM

in

Case No(s). 20-0711-RR-FED

Summary: Application In the Matter of a Request for Upgrades to the Active Warning Devices
at the Norfolk Southern Railway Crossing, S. Main Street/SR 64, DOT#509-483V, in Fulton
County, Ohio. electronically filed by Mrs. Jill A Henry on behalf of PUCO/Rail Division
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