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BEFORE THE POWER SITING BOARD OF THE STATE OF OHIO 
 

In the Matter of the Letter of Notification Application of ) 
The Dayton Power and Light Company for a Certificate ) 
of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for a ) 
Reconductor Project of the Bath-Trebein 138 kV ) 
Transmission Line ) 

 
 

Case No. 19-1631-EL-BLN 

 
 

Members of the Board: 

Chairman, Public Utilities Commission 
Director, Development Services Agency 
Director, Department of Health 
Director, Department of Agriculture 
Director, Environmental Protection Agency 
Director, Department of Natural Resources 
Public Member 

 

 
Ohio House of Representatives 
Ohio Senate 

 

To the Honorable Power Siting Board: 

Please review the attached Staff Report of Investigation, which has been filed in accordance with 
Ohio Power Siting Board (Board) rules. The accelerated certificate application in this case is 
subject to an automatic approval process as required by Ohio Revised Code (R.C.) 4906.03 and 
Ohio Administrative Code (Ohio Adm.Code) 4906-6. 

Staff recommends the application for automatic approval January 9, 2020, unless suspended by the 
Board, an administrative law judge, or the chairperson or executive director of the Board for good 
cause shown. If suspended, the Board must render a decision on the application within 90 days 
from the date of suspension. 

Please present any concerns you or your designee may have with this case to my office at least 
four business days prior to January 9, 2020, which is the recommended automatic approval date. 

Sincerely, 

 
Raymond W. Strom 
Chief of Siting, Efficiency and Renewables Division 
Rates and Analysis Department 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 466-7707 
ContactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us 
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OPSB STAFF REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
 

Case Number: 19-1631-EL-BLN 

Project Name: Bath-Trebein 138kV Reconductor Project 

Project Location: Beavercreek Township, Greene County 

Applicant: The Dayton Power and Light Company 

Application Filing Date: October 10, 2019 

Filing Type: Letter of Notification 

Inspection Date: December 31, 2019 

Report Date: January 2, 2020 

Recommended Automatic 
Approval Date: January 9, 2020 

Applicant’s Waiver Requests: none 

Staff Assigned: E. Morrison, R. Holderbaum 

 
 
Summary of Staff Recommendations (see discussion below):   

Application:  Approval   Disapproval   Approval with Conditions 

Waiver:  Approval   Disapproval   Not Applicable 

 
Project Description and Need 

The Dayton Power and Light Company (DP&L or Applicant) is proposing to reconductor the Bath-
Trebein 138 kV transmission line. This line connects the Bath and Trebein substations. The proposed 
reconductor segment is approximately 4.6 miles in length. The old conductor would be used to pull the 
new conductor. Four wood poles would be replaced as a part of the project. All poles to be replaced 
would remain at the same locations. One new pole would be a steel monopole structure while the other 
three would be new wood poles.  

The project is located northwest of Xenia, Ohio, roughly a half mile east of Trebein Road, and is oriented 
in a north-south direction between the two substations. Construction is planned to commence on June 
1, 2020 and finish by June 1, 2021. The estimated cost of the project is $1,300,000.  

The project is being proposed to resolve a North American Electric Corporation (NERC) reliability 
criterion violation. The NERC criterion  is the N-1-1 contingency in Table 1 of NERC TPL-001-4. The 
Bath-Trebein 138 kV line is modeled to overload with the loss of both Greene 345/138 kV 
transformers. The Bath-Trebein  line serves the Dayton metro area, including large customers such as 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base, General Electric, Martin Marietta, Beavercreek Schools, and Greene 
Memorial hospital.. It is a mandated Regional Transmission Expansion Project with PJM Baseline # 
b1270. 
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Nature of Impacts 

 
Land Use 

The new 138 kV conductor would be located within existing D P & L  easement and, except for four 
structures to be replaced, would utilize the existing towers and poles. 

The transmission easement passes through agricultural land, forested land, grass and shrub land, 
residential land, and public right-of-way. The land surrounding the project is utilized for agricultural, 
residential, commercial, and industrial uses. The project would cross approximately three miles of land 
designated as agricultural district land and one mile of agricultural land. 

No parks, schools, churches, wildlife management areas, or nature preserves are located within 1,000 
feet of the project. 
 

Cultural Resources 

The Applicant’s cultural resources consultant performed a literature review and Phase I cultural 
resource management investigation (archaeology and history/architecture) for the project. The 
consultant determined that the project would not involve nor impact any significant cultural 
resources or landmarks, and that no further cultural resource management work was necessary. Staff 
concurs with these findings. The findings were submitted to the Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
(OHPO). Staff concurs with these findings. 
 

Surface Waters 

The proposed project area contains one ephemeral stream, one intermittent stream, and two perennial 
streams, including the Little Miami River, a designated Section 10 navigable waterway and a state 
scenic river. The proposed project area contains 23 wetlands, including twenty Category 2 wetlands 
and three Category 1 wetlands. All wetlands and streams would be aerially spanned by the project. The 
new structures would be installed adjacent to the Bath Substation and outside of stream and wetland 
boundaries.  

The Applicant informed Staff that they will file a Notice of Intent with the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency for a construction stormwater general permit at least 21 days prior to the anticipated 
construction start date of June 1, 2020. The Applicant states a Section 10/Nationwide Permit from the 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) will be necessary for temporary stream impacts. The 
Applicant informed Staff that they anticipate the USACE will concur that the Nationwide Permit 
Program is an acceptable vehicle to obtain authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and 
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 for the project, and that the USACE will complete 
their review between 45 to 60 days following receipt of the application materials from the Applicant.  

The project would impact a FEMA 100-year floodplain. The Applicant has informed Staff that 
construction activities within the floodplain will not result in a net change in surface elevations. 
However, the Applicant has committed to coordinating with the local floodplain administrator 
regarding the need to file for a permit for the project for potential floodplain impacts.  

The Applicant informed Staff that they will have all necessary permits in place and filed on the docket 
of the case prior to commencement of construction. 
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Threatened and Endangered Species 

The Applicant coordinated with Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) to minimize and eliminate potential impacts to state and federal listed 
species and/or suitable habitat that may be found in the project area.   

The project area is within the range of the state and federal endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) 
and the federal threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). As tree roosting species in 
the summer months, the habitat of these species may be impacted by the project. In order to avoid 
impacts to the Indiana bat and the northern long-eared bat, the ODNR, the USFWS, and Staff 
recommend the Applicant adhere to seasonal tree cutting dates of October 1 through March 31 for 
removal of any trees greater than or equal to three inches in diameter. Presence of the Indiana bat has 
been established in the area according to the ODNR, and therefore additional summer surveys would 
not constitute presence/absence in the area. The Applicant has agreed to abide by the seasonal tree 
cutting dates. No impacts to these species are anticipated. 

The project lies within the range of several federal and state listed mussel and fish species. Due to no 
in-water work proposed in perennial streams, no impacts to these species are anticipated. 

The project lies within the range of the state threatened spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata) and the state 
threatened eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus). Due to the location, the type of habitat at the 
project site and within the vicinity of the project area, and the type of work proposed, no impacts to 
these species are anticipated.  

The project lies within the range of the state endangered northern harrier (Circus cyaneus) and the state 
endangered upland sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda). The ODNR DOW states that if suitable habitat 
exists for these species and the habitat cannot be avoided, then construction should be avoided in the 
species habitats during the species nesting periods. The Applicant would avoid construction activities 
in suitable habitat for the northern harrier during the species nesting period of May 15 to August 1 and 
for the upland sandpiper during the period of April 15 to July 31 in order to avoid impacts to the species.  

The project lies within the range of the state threatened Kirtland’s snake (Clonophis kirtlandii). The 
DOW recommends that a habitat suitability survey be conducted along the project route to determine 
if suitable habitat exists for the species. If suitable habitat is determined to be present, the DOW 
recommends that a presence/absence survey be conducted, or an avoidance/minimization plan be 
developed and implemented by an approved herpetologist prior to construction. The Applicant has 
stated to Staff that they will complete any field assessments or surveys that are recommended, and 
continue coordination with the DOW to avoid impacts to listed species. 

 
Conclusion 

Staff’s review of the application included consideration of the requirements listed in R.C. 4906.10. 
Based on Staff’s review, the application meets the necessary criteria for granting a certificate. 
Subject to the following condition, Staff recommends automatic approval of this application on 
January 2, 2020. Staff notes that its recommendation for approval of this application should not be 
construed as a recommendation for approval of cost recovery in any ratemaking proceeding.  



This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

1/2/2020 3:59:52 PM

in

Case No(s). 19-1631-EL-BLN

Summary: Staff Report of Investigation electronically filed by Mr. Jason  Cross on behalf of
OPSB


