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The Local Residents file this memorandum in opposition to Republic Wind’s motion to 

exclude Mark Shieldcastle’s testimony about bats and bat studies.  Republic Wind claims that 

Mr. Shieldcastle does not have the requisite experience with bats. 

Mr. Shieldcastle has 45 years of experience in wildlife management and studies.  He has 

a Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife Management from Ohio State University.  For 33 years, 

he was a wildlife biologist for the Ohio Division of Wildlife, dealing not only with bird species, 

but mammal species as well.  For the last 27 years, he has been the research director for the 

Black Swamp Bird Observatory on wildlife issues.  See Mr. Shieldcastle’s resume, which is 

attached to his direct testimony as Exhibit A. 

Republic Wind’s motion presumes that a wildlife expert cannot express opinions on bats 

and bat studies without having previously conducted field studies of bats.  This presumption is 

inaccurate.  Certain principles for conducting accurate wildlife surveys apply universally, 

regardless of the species.  For example, he is fully capable of expressing educated opinions about 

the proper techniques for conducting accurate wildlife surveys, because he has conducted 

numerous wildlife surveys of birds and mammals.  He has conducted banding operations or has 

supervised banding operations of almost a million birds using mist nets.  Since bats also are 
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caught in mist nets and banded to trace their subsequent travels, Mr. Shieldcastle’s experience 

with bird surveys and banding translates well to the same activities for bats.  Accordingly, he has 

the necessary knowledge and experience to express expert opinions on bats and bat surveys, and 

Republic Wind’s motion should be denied.   

Respectfully submitted, 
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