


 

       
 

 
 
 
June 4, 2019         In reply refer to: 2019-WOO-43662  
 
Ryan J. Weller, P.I. 
Weller & Associates, Inc. 
1395 West Fifth Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43212 
Email: rweller@wellercrm.com  
 
RE: Section 106 Review- Phase I Archaeological Investigations: Wood County 6-mile (9.6 km) 
138kVReinforcement Project, Plain & Middleton Twps. 
 
 
Dear Mr. Weller 
 
 
This letter is in response to your correspondence received May 16, 2019, including the report of 
Phase I Archaeological Investigations for the Proposed 9.6 km (6 mi) Wood County 138kV 
Reinforcement Project in Plain and Middleton Townships, Wood County, Ohio, submitted by 
Weller & Associates, Inc., and prepared for GPD Group, Inc., who will submit this document to 
the Ohio Power Siting Board on behalf of First Energy. These comments of the SHPO are made 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, as amended, and the associated regulations at 36 CFR Part 800. 
 
This project involves  construction of an approximately 6-mile (9.6 km) new 138kV transmission 
line with a 60-foot (18.2 m) wide easement extending from north-to-south from the community 
of Haskins near Hull Station to Brim Station, just west of Interstate 75, continuing in a westerly 
direction and terminating at the intersection of Bishop and Brim Road.    
 
A literature review was conducted prior to field investigations and determined that no 
previously-documented sites existed within the project, and only one site (33Wo 584) occurred 
within the 1,000-foot-wide (305 m) study corridor.  On April 19 and April 22, 2019, Weller & 
Associates, Inc., conducted surface collections in all areas with greater than 50 % ground surface 
visibility, and excavated a total 12 shovels test units in areas with less than 50% ground surface 
visibility.  As a result, disturbances identified within the area of potential effect (APE) were 
associated with transportation, underground utilities, farming practices, ditch construction and 
ditch dredging activities.  Disturbed areas did not comprise most of the APE which was found to 
be in use as farm lands.  One isolated find was identified during surface collection, Site 33Wo 
585. This single pre-contact period artifact consists of a crude biface fragment made from 
Devonian-age (Columbus-Delaware) chert, but could not be assigned to any specific functional 
or temporal affiliation.  Weller & Associates recommended that Site 33Wo 585 is not eligible for 
inclusion into the National Register of Historic Places and no further work at this site was 
deemed necessary.  
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Based on the information provided, it is my opinion that this project does not hold the potential 
to affect any significant archaeological sites within the APE and no further archaeological 
resources coordination is required unless the scope of work changes or archaeological remains 
are discovered during the course of project development or construction.  Note however, that this 
recommendation does not extend to potential impacts to historic properties in the form of 
buildings, structures, objects, or landscapes, which are being reviewed by my SHPO colleague, 
Joy Williams. 
 
Be advised that this review for archaeological resources has been framed as a Section 106 
decision. This review decision may not extend to other SHPO programs. If you have any 
questions concerning this review, please contact me at 614-298-2049 or by email at 
jschweikart@ohiohistory.org   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
John F. Schweikart, CDBG Program Reviews Manager 
State Historic Preservation Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Joy Williams, SHPO        Serial No. 1079238 
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