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Description: Recommended Changes to Ohio Pipeline Safety Regulations
Below are recommendations to Ohio Pipeline Safety Regulations, in response to public
comment request by PUCO. NOTE: these are written from a public citizen perspective, and
the appropriate language should be developed by PUCO attorneys.
Require PUCO to actively solicit input from diverse group of stakeholders including those
with expert knowledge about pipeline safety, people responsible for protecting communities
and vulnerable populations, and citizens directly impacted by pipeline safety, instead of just
representatives from the oil & gas pipeline industry. These could include:
Thought Leaders such as PHMSA Risk Modeling Work Group, PIPPA, Pipeline Safety
Coalition, Common Ground Alliance
Safety professionals such as State Fire Marshall’s State Fire Marshall's Association, medical
professions, first responders, municipal safety directors, insurance companies
Elected officials and citizens representing communities throughout the State of Ohio
Require greater emphasis on human safety, including:
Prior to uprating/upgrading high-pressure pipelines (transmission & distribution) in HCA’s:
Demonstration of need and that upgrade/uprating represents the best solution to address need
among reasonable alternatives, including non-pipeline solutions
Require segment specific risk identification (including impact of co-existing
hazards/vulnerabilities on human safety) and specific avoidance, mitigation and minimization
IM plans
Notification of changes provided to safety professionals and elected leaders responsible for
area in which segment is located, including review of impact on existing safety plans and
vulnerable properties such as schools, nursing homes, medical facilities, and places where lots
of people congregate
Evaluating stakeholder recommendations detailed above and impact on improving public
safety
Determining legislative changes needed to address inadequacies with 3rd party damage
prevention programs to pipelines, and specific targets for reducing these incidents. (In Ohio,
3rd Party Damage to Natural Gas Pipelines occurs at a rate of about 13 times/day, according to
Common Ground Alliance Report.)
Require training, certification and continuing education (understanding of current best
practices and latest industry knowledge) of the following types of professionals/technicians
members of PUCO Staff involved in pipeline regulation management, and decision making
construction managers, pipefitters, welders, etc.
individuals responsible for maintaining or evaluating pipeline safety employed by companies
and/or representing companies (i.e. subcontractors) that transport, distribute or deliver natural
gas through high pressure transmission and/or distribution pipelines
Change pipeline safety requirements to include:
Shut off enhancements - shorter distances between shut off valves and automatic shut off
valves with increased pressure sensitivity on existing and new high-pressure pipelines
Require existing and new high-pressure distribution lines in HCA’s to be managed according
to transmission line IM standards
Include Pipeline Siting Regulations in review and make the following changes:
Include new section on application requiring Human Safety Risk Assessment that contains
identification of segment specific risks to human safety (including co-occurring risks),
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probabilities of occurrence and consequences, as well as risk avoidance, minimization and
mitigation plans
Include new section on application which contains complete cost/benefit analysis and non-
pipeline solutions for addressing need
Set back zones of at least 660 feet for new high-pressure pipelines in HCA’s, per PHMSA’s
“Consultation Zones and Planning Areas”.

Jane Rice
Cincinnati, Ohio
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