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On May 10, 2019, AT&T Ohio (Applicant) filed an ATA seeking to revise its P.U.C.O. Tariff 
No. 20. The Applicant proposes to revise the terms and conditions of the basic local exchange 
service (BLES) known as Lifeline. The Lifeline program helps low-income households obtain 
voice service through a monthly discount from the telephone company designated as an eligible 
telecommunications carrier (ETC). 

Congress granted states the authority in 47 U.S.C. 214(e)(1) to designate telephone companies as 
ETCs which allows the ETC to receive monetary support for the Lifeline and High Cost 
programs of the federal Universal Service Fund (USF).  

On September 7, 2017, AT&T Ohio filed a petition with the Commission to confirm 
relinquishment of its ETC designation in certain portions of its service area in Ohio. AT&T Ohio 
requested relinquishment of its ETC designation in those certain areas because it is no longer 
eligible to receive support from the High Cost USF due to the changes in the Connect America 
Fund (CAF, formerly the High Cost fund) program now focusing support to high-speed 
broadband and voice in areas where these services are unavailable. Thus, AT&T Ohio will 
continue to offer the Lifeline program, with the monthly discount, in those retained areas in 
which it receives CAF monies only. For the rest of its service territory, this Commission granted 
AT&T Ohio’s request to relinquish its ETC designation on March 13, 2019, with an effective 
date of relinquishment as June 11, 2019.  

Additionally, AT&T Ohio provided the 60-day, 30-day, and bill message customer notices which 
were in compliance with 4901:1-6-07, O.A.C. and the customer notice directives ordered in the 
Commission Order granting the ETC designation relinquishment. 

For more specific information regarding AT&T Ohio’s ETC relinquishment see Staff’s Report 
filed February 8, 2019 at this link: 



http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/DocumentRecord.aspx?DocID=6b646993-bc39-48ec-8ba5-
1a09b10da59e and the Commission’s Order granting the relinquishment filed March 13, 2019 at 
this link: http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/DocumentRecord.aspx?DocID=2c8da292-d4ec-4615-a3ad-
d1e243948b93  

Therefore, pursuant to 4901:1-6-14(H)(2) O.A.C. of the Telephone Company Procedures and 
Standards, an application to make a material change in the terms and conditions of an existing 
BLES by a LEC must be filed as an ATA tariff amendment subject to the thirty-day automatic 
approval process. Staff reviewed all documents and exhibits filed with this application and finds 
them to be compliant with Commission rules. Thus, Staff has determined that the request to 
revise the Applicant’s PUCO Tariff No. 20 appears to satisfy the Commission’s requirements set 
forth in 4901:1-6-14 of the Administrative Code.  Staff recommends that this application be 
approved on June 9, 2019 with an effective date of June 11, 2019, as requested by the company.  
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