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Trump also down-
played U.S. tensions 
with Iran and distanced 
himself from the more 
bellicose views of some 
of his advisers, saying the 
U.S. is “not looking for 
regime change” in Iran.

Tensions in the Middle 
East have racheted up 
in recent weeks, as the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d i s -
p a t c h e d  a n  a i r c r a f t 
carrier to the waters 
near Iran, ordered 1,500 
additional  troops to 
the Middle East and 
t i g h t e n e d  e c o n o m i c 
sanctions, prompting 
many Democrats — as 
well as U.S. allies in 
Europe and Asia — to fear 
that the two nations are 
heading toward combat.

T r u m p ,  h o w e v e r , 
took a more conciliatory 
tone at Monday’s news 
conference.

“These are great people 
— has a chance to be a 
great country with the 
same leadership,” he said 
of Iran. “We’re not look-
ing for regime change. 
I just want to make that 
clear. We’re looking for 
no nuclear weapons.”

That’s a consider-
ably more modest goal 
than top administration 
officials, in particu-
lar national security 
adviser John Bolton, have 
suggested.

T h e  p r e s i d e n t  h a s 
p e r i o d i c a l l y  p u s h e d 
back against his aides’ 
saber rattling toward 
Iran. Whether his com-
ments reflect a true 
difference in views or 
just one of rhetorical 
emphasis has been the 
subject of intense specu-
lation in Washington and 
elsewhere.

Trump also backed 
Abe’s efforts to medi-
ate between the United 
States and Iran, with the 

Japanese prime minister 
reported to be planning 
a visit there next month.

“I do believe Iran would 
like to talk, and if they’d 
like to talk, we’d like to 
talk also,” Trump said. 
“I know for a fact that 
the prime minister is very 
close with the leadership 
of Iran, and we’ll see what 
happens … Nobody wants 
to see terrible things 
happen, especially me.”

North Korea

Trump also contra-
dicted Bolton on the topic 
of North Korea, argu-
ing that Pyongyang had 
not launched ballistic 
missiles this month nor 
violated U.N. Security 
Council resolutions.

“My people think it 
could have been a vio-
lation,” Trump said. “I 
view it differently.”

Referring to the missile 
tests and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, 
Trump said: “I view it as 
a man — perhaps he wants 
to get attention, and per-
haps not, who knows. It 
doesn’t matter. All I know 
is that there have been no 
nuclear tests. There have 
been no ballistic missiles 
going out. There have 
been no long-range mis-
siles going out.”

Japan’s Abe has been 
keen to play down his dif-
ferences with Trump over 
North Korea and stressed 
that the two countries’ 
p ositions were “the 
same.” He said Trump 
had “broken the shell of 
mistrust” with Kim, and 
shared his vision of a 
bright future.

But Abe did not agree 
with Trump when it came 
to the missile launches.

“On May 9th, North 
Korea launched short-
range ballistic missiles, 
and that’s a violation 
of the U.N. Security 
Council’s resolution, so, 
as I have been saying, this 
is quite a regrettable act,” 
he said. 

State visit

The joint news con-
ference wrapped up a 
program tailor-made 
for the president that 
included a visit with the 
new Japanese emperor, a 
round of golf and prime 
seats at a sumo tourna-
ment where Trump got 
to present a “President’s 
Cup” to the winner.

The visit with Japanese 
E m p e r o r  N a r u h i t o 
and Empress Masako 
at the Imperial Palace 
made Trump the first 
foreign leader to be 
welcomed there since 
Naurhito ascended the 
Chrysanthemum Throne 
at the beginning of May. 
First lady Melania Trump 
was also welcomed to the 
palace.

In the evening, the 
Trumps were back at the 
palace for a six-course, 
b l a c k - t i e  b a n q u e t . 
Trump said he was “pro-
foundly honored” to 
have been the first state 
guest of the new impe-
rial era — known as the 
“Reiwa” era  — invoked 
ancient Japanese texts, 
and thanked the people of 
Japan “for their incredi-
ble hospitality and warm 
welcome in this majestic 
land.”

Talking to the media 
b e f o r e  h i s  s u m m i t 
discussions with the 
Japanese leader, Trump 
described Abe as a “truly 
amazing prime minister,” 
and Japan as a “really 
interesting and fabulous 
place.”

“We understand each 
other very well, we’re 
very committed to each 
other as nations, so we 
have a situation where we 
have the best relationship 
that we’ve ever had with 
Japan, and we’re going to 
keep it that way,” he said.

The Los Angeles Time, 
Washington Post and 
Associated Press con-
tributed to this report.
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President Donald Trump 
again called for libel laws to 
be changed after a promi-
nent political scientist and 
think tank leader made up 
a quote and attributed it to 
Trump.

I a n  B r e m m e r ,  t h e 
president of the Eurasia 
Group and a professor at 
NYU’s Stern School of 
Business, tweeted a quote 
he attributed to Trump on 
Sunday afternoon.

“President Trump in 
Tokyo: ‘Kim Jong Un 
is smarter and would 
make a better President 
than Sleepy Joe Biden,’ “ 
Bremmer tweeted.

T h e  t w e e t ,  s t y l e d 
as a direct quote, was 
shared by some people 
who did not check if the 
quote was verified. Rep. 
Ted Lieu, D-Calif., and 
CNN contributor Ana 
Navarro-Cárdenas both 

shared it, according to the 
Washington Examiner.

“People think they 
can say anything and get 
away with it,” Trump 
tweeted Monday morn-
ing. “Really, the libel 
laws should be changed 
to hold Fake News Media 
accountable!”

Trump made waves at a 
news conference in Tokyo 
after he sided with North 
Korea in a war of words 
with Democratic presi-
dential contender and 
former Vice President 
Joe Biden.

“Well, [North Korean 
dictator] Kim Jong Un 
made a statement that 
Joe Biden is a low IQ 
individual,” Trump told 
reporters. “I think I agree 
with him on that.”

B r e m m e r  i n i t i a l l y 
defended the tweet, writ-
ing that he believed it was 
both obviously ludicrous 
“and yet kinda plausible.”

“Especially on twitter, 
where people automati-
cally support whatever 
political position they 
have. That’s the point,” 
he wrote.

B u t  h e  a p o l o g i z e d 

Monday as media cover-
age grew.

“My tweet yesterday 
about Trump preferring 
Kim Jong Un to Biden as 
President was meant in 
jest,” he wrote. “I should 
have been clearer. My 
apologies.”

The ease with which 
misinformation spreads 
on social media remains 
a pressing problem. Last 
week, Facebook, Twitter, 
YouTube and other social 
media companies allowed 
a video that was doctored 
to make House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
a p p e a r  d r u n k  t o  b e 
uploaded and viewed mil-
lions of times.

Trump, who has made 
more than 10,000 false 
or misleading claims 
while in office accord-
ing to The Washington 
Post’s Fact Checker, has 
long said that he would 
like to change U.S. libel 
laws, which shield defen-
dants from guilt unless 
they are proved to have 
made false and defama-
tory statements against 
public officials with mali-
cious intent.

Trump calls out political 
scientist for fake quote

Professor attributes 
made-up tweet 
to president, who 
sees it, calls for 
new libel laws

President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe talk before their summit 

meeting at the State Guest House in Tokyo on Monday. [THE JAPAN NEWS-YOMIURI]
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