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Dangerous, Costly, And when they are Junk the owners will walk away.

Ronald J Murphy
Temperance, Michigan
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Do not allow wind turbins in Lake Erie

James A Herold
North Olmsted, Ohio
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From: Puco ContactOPSB
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: comment 16-1871
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 11:19:14 AM

Can you please add this to the Case for Icebreaker?
Case 16-1871 EL BGN
 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sherri
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sherri Lange
CEO, NA-PAW, North American Platform Against Wind Power 
Executive Director, Canada, Great Lakes Wind Truth
VP Canada, Save the Eagles International
kodaisl@rogers.com
www.na-paw.org
Twitter: #torwinaction
 
Please note that messages to these lists are intended for the private members and invitees
only. If the material is informational, please feel free to circulate. If posting, please consider
copyright laws. Please note that not all the views contained in circulation of news are those of
NA-PAW.  If you have received this in error, please respond to the writer and delete the
message.

Thank you!
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Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2019, 11:11:08 a.m. EDT
Subject: WIND 'FARM' POWER CABLES EXPOSED AT BLOCK ISLAND BEACH
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offshore Wind Cable Exposed at Block Island Beach
 

Offshore Wind Cable Exposed
at Block Is...

 
 

Offshore Wind Cable Exposed at Block
Island Beach
May 24, 2019

Last August swimmers discovered the 34,500-volt cable some 25 feet
offshore in shallow water at Crescent Beach. (State of Rhode Island)

By TIM FAULKNER/ecoRI News staff

As summer approaches on Block Island, the undersea electric cables from the 
nearby offshore wind facility will have a presence at one of New Shoreham’s 
most popular beaches.

The power line from the five-turbine Block Island Wind Farm reaches shore at 
Fred Benson Town Beach and leaves the island for Narragansett at Crescent 
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Buoys, some of them lighted, will mark a no-anchor zone to warn
boaters of the electrical cables below. (National Grid)

Beach to the north. But keeping portions of the cable buried at Crescent Beach 
has been a struggle.

The problem has persisted since 2016. National Grid and Ørsted, formally 
Deepwater Wind, blame subsurface bedrock and boulders from preventing the 
cables from staying buried at a mandated depth of 4-6 feet into the seafloor. 
They also said shifting sand has made them prone to exposure. Hard plastic 
sleeves were installed in 2017 to cover portions of the cables. National Grid 
and Ørsted are now working with the Coastal Resources Management Council 
(CRMC) to fix the problem for good.

At a May 14 meeting, the energy companies told CRMC that a process known 
as directional drilling will be needed to install a new cable at a lower depth. 
Manhole covers will also be added. Monthly progress reports must be 
submitted to CRMC, but the project isn’t expected to be completed until 2021.

“Accretion has occurred at both cable locations, so that provides a bit of a
buffer, but all parties are still moving forward with the permanent solution,”
CRMC spokeswoman Laura Dwyer said.

National Grid initially hoped to have the problem solved this spring, but after 
survey work in December and January, it recognized that the project would 
require more time and engineering.

The Block Island Times has reported that some residents and members of the 
Town Council are frustrated with the slow pace of work and the temporary 
remedies.

“Since early last year, the town of New Shoreham has supported, if not argued 
its absolute necessity, the lowering or relocation of the National Grid and 
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Ørsted subsea cables off Crescent Beach,” New Shoreham town manager 
Edward Roberge told ecoRI News.

Until then, buoys, some of them lighted, will mark a no-anchor zone to warn 
boaters of the electrical cables below. The buoys are scheduled to be installed 
mid-June and removed in the offseason.

The buoys were first deployed last May by National Grid, when its sea-to-shore 
transmission cable was exposed some 200 feet off Town Beach. Three 
months later, in August, swimmers discovered the 34,500-volt 
cable some 25 feet offshore in shallow water at Crescent 
Beach.

National Grid maintains that boaters and swimmers aren’t at the risk of harm, 
the only concern is damage to the “armored” transmission lines.

“The area remains safe for swimming and other water-related activities,” said 
Ted Kresse, spokesman for National Grid
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