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CONSTRUCTION NOTICE

Ohio Power Company's
Wagenhals-West Canton 138 kV Transmission Line Project

4906-6-05

Ohio Power Company (“AEP Ohio”) provides the following information to the Ohio Power Siting Board
(“OPSB”) pursuant to Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-6-05.

4906-6-05(B) General Information

B(1) Project Description

AEP Ohio proposes the Wagenhals-West Canton 138kV Transmission Line project “Project”, located in
Plain Township, Stark County, Ohio. The purpose of this Project is to install one structure to increase the 
clearance height of the Wagenhals-West Canton 138kV line. The Project will be constructed on existing
AEP Ohio property. Appendix A shows the location of the Project.

The Project meets the requirements for a Construction Notice (“CN”) because it is within the types of 
projects defined by (2)(a) of Appendix A to O.A.C. 4906-1-01, Application Requirement Matrix for Electric 
Power Transmission Lines: 

2. Adding new circuits on existing structures designed for multiple circuit use, replacing conductors
on existing structures with larger or bundled conductors, adding structures to an existing
transmission line, or replacing structures with a different type of structure, for a distance of:

(a) Two miles or less.

The Project has been assigned Case No. 19-0865-EL-BNR

B(2) Statement of Need

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or gas or natural gas 
transmission line, a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility.

This project is to support upgrades to an existing distribution station. This 138kV transmission line
modification is necessary in order to be able to construct the new facilities at the distribution station and
provide proper clearances. In the 2019 AEP Ohio Transco LTFR, the line modification is mentioned in 
form FE-T9 on page 113. It is listed as a project component of the Northeast Canton Station Project. The
PJM number is Supplemental Project S1620. 

B(3) Project Location

The applicant shall provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed 
lines and substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show 
existing and proposed transmission facilities in the Project area.

Figure 2 (in Appendix A) shows the location of the Project in relation to existing transmission lines and
electrical facilities.
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B(4) Alternatives Considered 

The applicant shall describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed 
location or route is best suited for the proposed facility. The discussion shall include, but 
not be limited to, impacts associated with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, 
or engineering aspects of the project.

The proposed pole location was chosen to ensure minimal impacts to the surrounding area. Because the
structure will be placed on AEP Ohio property within the centerline of the existing Wagenhals-West
Canton line, there will be no additional impacts to any areas outside the existing right-of-way (“ROW”) 
corridor. The resulting alignment represents the most suitable and least-impactful pole location
alternative and poses no impacts to socioeconomic, ecological, or engineering aspects. Details
regarding socioeconomic, land use, and ecological information is presented in Section B(10).

B(5) Public Information Program

The applicant shall describe its public information program to inform affected 
property owners and tenants of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe 
for project construction and restoration activities.  

Because the Project will be located fully on AEP Ohio Property, no other property owners or tenants will 
be affected. AEP Ohio maintains a website (http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) on which an electronic
copy of this CN is available. A paper copy of the CN will be served to the public library in each political
subdivision affected by this Project.

B(6) Construction Schedule

The applicant shall provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-
service date of the project.

Construction of the Project is planned to begin in the second quarter of 2019, and the anticipated in-
service date will be approximately July 2019.

B(7) Area Map
The applicant shall provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility with
clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image.

Figure 3 (Appendix A) identifies the proposed location of the new pole along existing alignments of the 
transmission lines on an aerial image with marked streets, roads, and highways.

To visit the site from Columbus, travel north on Interstate 71 approximately 70 miles to U.S. Route 30
East (Exit 176). Travel east on U.S. Route 30 approximately 55 miles to Interstate 77/U.S. Route 62 in
Canton. Travel north on Interstate 77 North /U.S. Route 62 East approximately 4 miles to Exit 107B.
Taking exit 107B, follow U.S. 62 east approximately 2.5 miles to Middlebranch Avenue NE. Turn left and
follow Middlebranch Avenue NE approximately 1 mile to Martindale Road NE. At the intersection, turn
right and continue to follow Middlebranch Avenue NE north approximately 1 mile and arrive at the 
Northeast Canton Station on the right (Project Site). 

B(8) Property Agreements

The Project is located on property owned by AEP Ohio. No other property easements, options, or land
use agreements are necessary to construct the Project or operate the transmission line.
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B(9) Technical Features

The applicant shall describe the following information regarding the technical features of 
the project:

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and 
right-of-way and/or land requirements. 

The transmission line construction will include the following:

Voltage: 138kV
Conductors: 556,500 cm ACSR (26/7) (Wagenhals-W.Canton Ckt) & 565,300 cm ACSS/TW Type 16 

(Wagenhals-Wayview Ckt)
Static Wire:         159,000 cm ACSR (12/7)
Insulators: Polymer
ROW Width: 100 Feet
Structure Types: Double circuit, steel pole, direct embedded, Tangent structure.

B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields

For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied 
residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the 
operation of the proposed electric power transmission line.

No occupied residences or institutions are located within 100 feet of the Project. Therefore, no electric and 
magnetic field assessment was conducted nor were alternate designs considered.

B(9)(c) Project Cost

The estimated capital cost of the project.

The capital cost estimate for the proposed Project, which is comprised of applicable tangible and capital 
costs, is approximately $308,000 of a Class 3 estimate. 

B(10) Social and Economic Impacts

The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project:

B(10)(a) Land Use Characteristics

Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed project, 
including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected. 

The Project is located within Plain Township, Stark County, Ohio, approximately 2.0 miles northeast of the 
City of Canton, on the east side of Middlebranch Avenue Northeast. The proposed structure is located on 
southwest corner of the parcel of land where the existing Northeast Canton Station is located. The land use 
at the Project location is industrial (utility ROW and facilities) with a regularly maintained mowed lawn. 
The proposed Wagenhals-West Canton 138 kV transmission line structure will not impact existing land uses 
or future land use patterns near the site; furthermore, it will be located within an existing electric 
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transmission line corridor and within a parcel of an existing station, thereby minimizing visual impacts to 
the area. Vegetation communities within the Project Area include maintained mowed lawn and an emergent 
wetland to the east.   

There are no cemeteries, schools, or other community facilities located within 1,000 feet of the proposed
Project location. Two churches are located within 1,000 feet of the proposed Project location. The nearest
residence is approximately 150 feet to the southwest of the proposed structure. (Appendix A – Figure 3).

B(10)(b) Agricultural Land Information

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all 
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application 
within the potential disturbance area of the project. 

As all work is to be accomplished entirely within an existing station property and existing transmission line 
ROW with no proposed expansion; no agricultural lands, including designated Agricultural Districts, will 
be impacted by the proposed work.

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources

Provide a description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or absence of 
significant archaeological or cultural resources that may be located within the potential 
disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy 
of any document produced as a result of the investigation. 

In January 2019, AEP Ohio’s consultant reviewed the Northeast Canton Station Project site for a cultural
resources impact assessment. The Project area was examined through Phase I cultural resources 
investigation to address archaeological and architectural resources in the Project area. A literature review 
indicated that there are no formally recorded resources located in the Project area. A Phase I archaeological 
survey was conducted in January 2019 utilizing both pedestrian reconnaissance and shovel testing within 
the survey areas. No archaeological sites were identified within the current Project area, and the site was 
found to largely be at least partially disturbed. Therefore, AEP Ohio’s consultant recommends no further
archaeological work and a consideration of “no historic properties or landmarks affected” is 
appropriate for the Project.  

The architectural and historical resources survey was conducted in January 2019 did not result in the 
identification of any historic properties, or properties considered eligible for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places.  AEP Ohio’s consultant recommends a finding of “no historic properties 
affected,” and recommends no further cultural resource management work for the Project. 

These reports for Northeast Canton Station project were submitted to the Ohio Historic Preservation 
Office (“OHPO”) on January 14, 2019. AEP Ohio received concurrence on February 13, 2019 
(Appendix C). 
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B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence 

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have 
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a list
of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with siting
and constructing the project.

Coordination with the Ohio History Connection (OHC), United States Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”), 
and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (“ODNR”) has been completed and coordination letters
can be found in Appendix C.  There are no other known local, state, or federal requirements that must be
met prior to commencement of the Project.

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of
areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks,
floodplains, wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state
wild and scenic rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and
wildlife sanctuaries) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the
project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document
produced as a result of the investigation.

Coordination with Ohio Department of Natural Resources (“ODNR”) Division of Wildlife (“DOW”) was
initiated to obtain Ohio Natural Heritage Database records within a 1-mile radius of the proposed
Northeast Canton Station Study Area. The response letter dated February 25, 2019 (Appendix B)
indicated that a review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database there are no records of state endangered or 
threatened plants or animals within the Project area. Furthermore, the letter states that there are also no
records of state potentially threatened plants, special interest or species of concern animals, or any 
federally listed species. Lastly, the ODNR indicated that they are unaware of any unique ecological sites,
geologic features, animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature preserves, state or 
national parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas within
the Project area.

However, the Project is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered and
federally endangered species. No trees are proposed to be cut as part of this Project, therefore impacts to 
the Indiana bat are not anticipated.

The Project is also within the range of the long-solid (Fusconaia maculate maculate), a state endangered
mussel, and the Iowa darter (Etheostoma exile), a state endangered fish, and due to the location of the
Project, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream, the Project is not likely to
impact these species or other aquatic species.

The Project is also within the range of the spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata), a state threatened species.
Due to the location, the type of habitat present at the Project site and within the vicinity of the Project
area, and the type of work proposed, this Project is not likely to impact this species.

As part of the ecological study completed for the Project, a coordination letter was submitted to the
USFWS Ohio Ecological Services Field Office on January 15, 2019, seeking technical assistance on the
Project for potential impacts to federally threatened or endangered species. In their response letter dated
February 13, 2019 (Appendix B), the USFWS indicated that due to the project, type, size, and location, 
they do not anticipate that the proposed Project will adversely affect federally endangered, threatened,
proposed or candidate species. The USFWS letter did not include comments specific to federally listed
species.

Based on the nature of the proposed Project activities and habitat characteristics of the surrounding
vicinity, construction impacts to protected species are not anticipated.
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B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern

As all work is to be accomplished entirely within an existing sub-station property and existing transmission 
line rights-of-way with no expansion of rights-of-way, no areas of ecological concern occur within the 
project area. A map of the proposed pole location and environmental assets are presented in Figure 4. 

B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.

To the best of AEP Ohio’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in significant
environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.
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1.0 Introduction 
GAI Consultants, Inc. (GAI), on behalf of American Electric Power Ohio Transmission Company (AEP), 
completed an ecological survey for the Northeast Canton Station Expansion Project (Project) located in 
Stark County, Ohio (OH). The proposed Project involves the expansion of the existing Northeast 
Canton Station. 
Ecological surveys were completed on January 16, 2019 and February 7, 2019. The Project study area 
consists of an approximately 4.65 -acre area, including the existing station and immediately 
surrounding area, as shown on Figure 1. 

The Project study area is located within the City of Canton-Middle Branch Nimishillen Creek (United 
States Geological Survey [USGS] Hydrologic Unit Code [HUC] #050400010504) watershed. 

This report details the results of the ecological surveys regarding the existence of aquatic resources 
within the Project area (Figure 2). The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Wetland 
Determination Data Forms are provided in Appendix B and Ohio Rapid Assessment Method for 
Wetlands (ORAM) Data Forms are provided in Appendix C. 

2.0 Methods 
2.1 Wetlands 
The 1987 USACE Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual (Wetlands Delineation Manual) 
(USACE, 1987) and the 2010 Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation 
Manual: Midwest Region, Version 2.0 (Regional Supplement) (USACE, 2010) describe the methods 
used to identify and delineate wetlands that fall under the jurisdiction of the USACE. This approach 
recognizes the three (3) parameters of wetland hydrology, hydrophytic vegetation, and hydric soils to 
identify and delineate wetland boundaries. In accordance with the Wetlands Delineation Manual and 
Regional Supplement, GAI completed preliminary data gathering and onsite inspections. 

2.1.1 Preliminary Data Gathering 

The preliminary data gathering is used to compile and review information that may be helpful 
in identifying wetlands and/or areas that warrant further inspection during the investigation. 
The preliminary data gathering included a review of the following: 

 USGS 7.5-minute topographic mapping for Canton East (1985), Canton West 
(1986), Hartville (1985) and North Canton (1985), OH (Figure 1); 

 United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), National Wetlands Inventory 
(NWI) mapping (USFWS, 2017) (Figure 2); 

 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), National Flood Hazard Layer 
(FEMA, 2015) (Figure 2); and 

 United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(USDA-NRCS, 2017) soil mapping (Figure 2). 

Topographic mapping is used to identify mapped streams and the overall shape of the 
landscape in the Project area to determine potential locations for wetlands, such as floodplains 
and depressions. NWI mapping is used to determine locations where probable wetlands are 
located based on infrared photography. Soil mapping is reviewed to determine the location and 
extent of mapped hydric soils that have a high probability of containing wetlands. 
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2.1.2 Onsite Inspection 

The methodology described in the Regional Supplement identifies areas meeting the definition 
of a wetland by evaluating three parameters: hydrology, vegetation, and soil. During the on-
site inspection, GAI staff traversed the Project study area on foot to determine if any indicators 
of wetlands were present. When indicators of wetlands were observed, an observation point 
was established, and a Wetland Determination Data Form (Data Form) was completed to 
determine if all three wetland indicators were present. 
The presence of wetland hydrology is determined by examining the observation point for 
primary and secondary indicators of wetland hydrology. The presence of any primary indicator 
signifies the presence of wetland hydrology, or the presence of two (2) or more secondary 
indicators signifies the presence of wetland hydrology. 
Vegetation is characterized by four (4) different strata. This included trees (woody plants, 
excluding vines, three inches or more [≥3.0”] in diameter at breast height [DBH]), 
saplings/shrubs (woody plants, excluding vines, less than three inches [>3.0”] DBH and 
greater than or equal to [≥] 3.28 feet tall), herbs (non-woody plants, regardless of size, and all 
other plants less than [<] 3.28 feet tall), and woody vines (greater than [>] 3.28 feet tall). In 
general, trees and woody vines are sampled within a thirty-foot (30.0’) radius, saplings and 
shrubs are sampled within a fifteen-foot (15.0’) radius, and herbs are sampled within a five-
foot (5.0’) radius. 
When evaluating an area for the presence of hydrophytes, classification of the indicator status 
of vegetation is based on The National Wetland Plant List: 2016 Update of Wetland Ratings 
(Lichvar et al., 2016). The list of possible indicator statuses for plants is as follows: 

 Obligate Wetland (OBL) - Obligate Wetland plants occur in standing water or in 
saturated soils;  

 Facultative Wetland (FACW) - Facultative Wetland plants nearly always occur in 
areas of prolonged flooding or require standing water or saturated soils but may 
on rare occasions, occur in non-wetlands; 

 Facultative (FAC) - Facultative plants occur in a variety of habitats, including 
wetland and mesic to xeric non-wetland habitats but often occur in standing water 
or saturated soils;  

 Facultative Upland (FACU) - Facultative Upland plants typically occur in xeric or 
mesic non-wetland habitats but may frequently occur in standing water or 
saturated soils; and 

 Obligate Upland (UPL) - Obligate Upland plants almost never occur in water or 
saturated soils. 

Presence of hydrophytic vegetation is determined by using a Rapid Test, Dominance Test or 
Prevalence Index. The Rapid Test finds a vegetation community to be hydrophytic if all 
dominant species are OBL or FACW. Hydrophytic vegetation is considered present based on 
the Dominance Test if more than fifty percent (50%) of dominant species are OBL, FACW, or 
FAC. The Prevalence Index weighs the total percent of vegetation cover based on the indicator 
status of each plant. Hydrophytic vegetation is considered present when the Prevalence Index 
is less than or equal to (≤) 3.0 (USACE, 2010). 
To determine the presence of hydric soils, soil data is collected by digging a minimum sixteen 
inch (16.0”) deep soil pit. The soil profile is studied and described, while possible hydric 
indicators were examined. Soil indicators described in the Wetlands Delineation Manual and 
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Regional Supplement are used to determine the presence of hydric soils. The presence of any 
of these indicators signifies a hydric soil. 
If all three parameters, including wetland hydrology, a dominance of hydrophytic vegetation 
and hydric soils, are identified at a single observation point, the area is determined to be a 
wetland. Once a wetland is identified, the boundary is delineated. 

Wetland boundaries are determined by looking for locations in which one of the three wetland 
indicators would transition into an upland characteristic. When the transition is identified, a 
Data Form is completed in the Upland Area. Wetland boundaries are then marked in the field 
using pink flagging labeled “WETLAND DELINEATION.” The locations of the flags are recorded 
using a Global Positioning System (GPS) unit. Each wetland is codified with a unique identifier 
indicating the feature type and number (e.g., W001). 
Wetlands are then classified using the Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of 
the United States as modified for NWI Mapping Convention. This system classifies wetlands 
based on topographic position and vegetation type. Palustrine system wetlands found within 
the study area are classified as Palustrine Emergent (PEM), Palustrine Scrub-Shrub (PSS), 
Palustrine Forested (PFO), or Palustrine Unconsolidated Bottom (PUB) based on aerial 
coverage of the vegetative community across the extent of the wetland boundary (Cowardin et 
al., 1979). 

2.2 Waterbodies 
As with wetlands, Sections 404 and 401 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and state regulations protect 
waterbodies in OH. Generally, waterbodies are defined as environmental features that have defined 
beds and banks, ordinary high-water mark (OHWM), and contain flowing or standing water for at least 
a portion of the year. 

2.2.1 Preliminary Data Gathering 

During the preliminary data gathering, the USGS 7.5-minute topographic mapping is examined 
for the presence of mapped waterbodies including perennial and intermittent streams. In 
addition, the topographic mapping is used to identify areas likely to contain unmapped 
waterbodies including ephemeral streams (USGS, 1978 and 1986) (Figure 1). 

The OEPA 401 Water Quality Certification for Nationwide Permits Stream Eligibility Web Map 
(OEPA, 2017) is used to determine eligibility for coverage under the 401 Water Quality 
Certification (WQC) for the 2017 Nationwide Permits (NWPs). Furthermore, the map is used to 
identify any ineligible areas that may require a CWA Section 401 individual permit from the 
OEPA should stream impacts occur within the Project area (OEPA, 2017) (Figure 3). 

2.2.2 Onsite Inspection 
During the onsite inspection, GAI staff traversed the study area, concurrently with the wetland 
inspection, whereby waterbodies were identified. Waterbodies were identified based on the 
morphological and hydrologic characteristics of the channel and the presence of aquatic 
macroinvertebrates. 
When a waterbody is identified, field measurements are collected. The measurements include 
top of bank width, top of bank depth, pool depth, water depth, OHWM width, and OHWM 
depth. A detailed description of substrate composition is also recorded. Waterbodies are then 
delineated using white flagging marked with the GAI stream code (e.g., S001). The tops-of-
bank for streams wider than ten feet (>10.0’) area delineated, while the centerline of smaller 
streams are delineated. The locations of the flags are recorded using a sub-meter-capable 
hand-held GPS unit. 
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2.3 Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species 
GAI conducted a literature review of potential Rare, Threatened, and Endangered (RTE) species in the 
vicinity of the Project study area. Potential habitat for RTE species as a result of the literature review 
was noted during the ecological survey. 

2.3.1 Preliminary Data Gathering 

A request for review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database (ONHD) is submitted to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) to determine if any state-listed Threatened or 
Endangered species occur within a one-mile (1.0 mi) radius of the Project area. A request is 
also submitted to the USFWS Ohio Ecological Services Field Office to determine if any 
federally-listed Threatened or Endangered species occur within the vicinity of the Project area. 

2.3.2 Onsite Inspection 
During the onsite inspection, GAI staff traversed the study area in conjunction with the 
wetland and waterbody inspections to determine if suitable habitat for state- and/or federally-
listed RTE species are present within the study area. 

3.0 Results 
3.1 Wetlands 

3.1.1 Preliminary Data Gathering 

Desktop review of available USFWS NWI digital data for the Project revealed no NWI mapped 
wetlands located within the Project study area (USFWS, 2017). 

According to the USDA-NRCS soil mapping, four (4) soil map units are located within the 
Project study area (Figure 2). None of the soil map units are classified as hydric and none are 
known to contain hydric inclusions. 

3.1.2 Onsite Inspection 

One (1) PEM wetland was identified and delineated within the Project study area. In order to 
document site conditions, USACE Data Forms were completed for the wetland and upland 
reference. Information on the delineated wetland can be found in Table 1 and photographs of 
the wetland are included in Appendix A. 

3.1.3 Regulatory Discussion 

The USACE guidance divides waterbodies into three (3) groups: Traditionally Navigable Waters 
(TNWs), non-navigable Relatively Permanent Waters (RPWs), and non-navigable Non-RPWs. 
TNWs are waterbodies which have been, are, or may be susceptible to use in interstate 
commerce, including recreational use of the waterbody. RPWs are waterbodies that flow year-
round, or at a minimum seasonally, by exhibiting continuous flow for at least three (3) 
consecutive months, but are not TNWs (USACE, 2007). Non-RPWs are waterbodies that do not 
flow continuously for at least three consecutive months, are not TNWs or RPWs, but typically 
exhibit characteristic beds, banks, and OHWM (USACE, 2007). 

The status of wetlands is determined partly based on the classification of the waterbody that 
the wetland is associated with, and the degree of that association. Wetlands that abut or are 
adjacent to TNWs are jurisdictional. Wetlands that abut RPWs are jurisdictional. Wetlands that 
are adjacent to RPWs and wetlands that abut or are adjacent to Non-RPWs must be subjected 
to the Significant Nexus Test (SNT) to determine their jurisdictional status. Generally, the 
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USACE considers wetlands that are isolated, meaning that they are not associated with any 
other surface water feature, as non-jurisdictional; and wetlands that abut or are adjacent to 
Non-RPWs as needing further examination by the USACE to determine and verify whether they 
exhibit a significant nexus to waters of the United States. If these wetlands exhibit a significant 
nexus, they are jurisdictional; if not, they are not subject to USACE jurisdiction (USACE, 2007). 
Wetlands that do not exhibit an association with any surface water are categorized as 
“isolated” under present USACE guidance and policy (USACE, 2017). These wetlands are 
regulated by the OEPA Division of Surface Water, and may require an Isolated Wetland Permit. 
As regulated by Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) rules 3745-1-50 through 3745-1-54, wetlands 
were also evaluated using the ORAM to determine the appropriate wetland category. Any 
wetland score that fell within a gray zone between categories was scored one of two ways. 
Either the wetland was assigned to the higher of the two categories or it was assessed using a 
non-rapid method to determine its quality (Mack, 2001). The category assigned to a particular 
wetland determines the requirement, if any, for additional levels of protection administered by 
the OEPA. 

W001-PEM-CATMOD2 is assumed to be hydrologically connected to the offsite waterbody, 
Middle Branch Nimishillen Creek. The jurisdictional status provided in Table 1 is the opinion of 
GAI and must be confirmed by USACE and state agencies through the Jurisdictional 
Determination (JD) process.  

3.2 Waterbodies 
3.2.1 Preliminary Data Gathering 

Desktop review of the available USGS topographic mapping revealed no previously mapped 
stream segments located within the Project study area (Figure 1). Desktop review of OEPA’s 
Stream Eligibility Web Map revealed the Project is located within a watershed categorized as 
“Eligible” for automatic 401 WQC coverage (Figure 3). 

3.2.2 Onsite Inspection 

No stream segments were identified within the Project study area. 

3.2.3 Regulatory Discussion 

As with wetlands, present USACE guidance and policy determines the jurisdictional status of 
waterbodies identified during the Project. TNWs and RPWs are jurisdictional. Non-RPWs must 
be subjected to the SNT by USACE to determine their jurisdictional status. If Non-RPWs exhibit 
a Significant Nexus, as defined in USACE guidance documents, they are jurisdictional. If not, 
they do not fall under the jurisdiction of the USACE (USACE, 2017). 

Streams are generally defined as environmental features that have defined beds and banks, an 
OHWM, and contain flowing or standing waters for at least a portion of the year (USACE, 
2005). Streams were classified as perennial, intermittent, or ephemeral based upon presence 
of flow, estimated duration of flow, stream bed characteristics, and presence of aquatic biota. 
The USACE Jurisdictional Determination Form Instructional Guidebook (USACE, 2007) was 
used to determine stream classification and flow status. 

As regulated by OAC Chapter 3745-1-24, streams were also assessed according to OEPA 
guidance using either the HHEI for watersheds less than one square mile (<1.0 mi2) in size, or 
the Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) for watersheds between one and 
twenty square miles (1.0-20.0 mi2) in size. 
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3.3 Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species 
3.3.1 Preliminary Data Gathering 

Desktop review of ODNR, Division of Wildlife’s Ohio’s Listed Species revealed 336 Endangered, 
Threatened, Species of Concern, and Species of Interest located in OH (ODNR, 2017). 
Seventeen (17) of the state-listed species are considered federally endangered, and four (4) 
are federally threatened. 
A review of the USFWS County Distribution of Federally-Listed Threatened, Endangered, 
Proposed, and Candidate Species for Ohio, as well as the USFWS Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) website revealed two (2) federally Endangered or Threatened species that 
may occur within the Project study area (USFWS, 2017). The list of species includes the 
following: 

 Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) - Endangered; and, 
 Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) - Threatened  

In addition to the species listed above, there are seven (7) species of migratory birds that may 
occur within the Project study area. 

3.3.2 Onsite Inspection 

Potential habitat for RTE species was evaluated within the Project study area. In general, the 
habitat within the study area consists of maintained lawn and forested edge. No streams were 
identified within the study area. Representative photographs of the identified habitat types are 
included in Appendix A. 

3.3.3 Regulatory Discussion 

State-listed RTE species fall under the jurisdiction of the ODNR, Division of Wildlife, while 
federally-listed species are covered under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. The Bald 
and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Act aim to extend protection to certain bird 
species that fall under the jurisdiction of the USFWS. Based on the desktop review and onsite 
inspection, informal consultation with the ODNR and USFWS has been initiated to determine if 
any activities associated with the proposed Project may affect state- and/or federally-listed 
RTE species. The ODNR and USFWS consultation letters were submitted on January 15, 2019, 
and are provided in Appendix D. A response from the USFWS was received on February 13, 
2019 and a response from the ODNR was received on February 25, 2019. Both response 
letters are provided in Appendix D 

4.0 Conclusions 
Ecological surveys were conducted within the Project study area on January 16, 2019 and February 7, 
2019. One (1) PEM wetland was identified within the Project study area. No stream segments were 
identified within the Project study area. A summary of the delineated aquatic feature is provided in 
Table 1 and a map of its location is depicted on Figure 2. Photographs of the wetland are included in 
Appendix A. Wetland Determination Data Forms documenting the investigation are provided in 
Appendix B and the ORAM Data Form is provided in Appendix C. 
The jurisdictional status of this feature is considered preliminary and should be confirmed with the 
USACE and state agencies through the formal JD process.
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Photograph 1. Wetland W001-PEM-CATMOD2, Facing South 

 

 
Photograph 2. Wetland W001-PEM-CATMOD2, Facing West
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Photograph 3. Representative upland habitat, Facing North 

 

 
Photograph 4. Representative upland habitat, Facing East 
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Photograph 5. Representative upland habitat, Facing West 

 

 
Photograph 6. Representative upland habitat, Facing Southwest 
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Ohio Rapid Assessment Method for Wetlands (ORAM) 

Data Forms
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APPENDIX D 
ODNR and USFWS Correspondence  



Paul R. Baldridge, Chief 

Phone: (614) 265-6649 
 Fax: (614) 267-4764 



Myotis sodalis

Carya ovata
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americana Populus deltoides Acer saccharinum
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3720 Dressler Road Northwest   F  330.433.2694 
Canton, Ohio 44718 

January 15, 2019 
Project C170352.73 

Environmental Review Staff 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Wildlife - Ohio Natural Heritage Program 
2045 Morse Road, Building G-3 
Columbus, Ohio 43229-6693 

American Electric Power 
Northeast Canton Station Expansion Project 
Request for Technical Assistance Regarding Threatened 

and Endangered Species and Critical Habitat 
Stark County, Ohio 

Dear Staff: 
GAI Consultants, Inc. (GAI), on behalf of American Electric Power (AEP), is requesting information 
regarding state- and federally-listed threatened and endangered species in the vicinity of the Northeast 
Canton Station Expansion Project (Project) in Stark County, Ohio. As part of this request, please also 
provide information specific to any threatened and endangered bats. GAI is also requesting the locations 
of any known golden or bald eagle nests known in the area. 
The proposed Project involves the expansion of the existing Northeast Canton Station within the AEP 
owned property.  
The study area for the Project is shown on the attached map (Figure 1). The habitat within the study 
area consists of maintained lawn and forest edge. Project shapefiles have been included to aid in your 
review. 
GAI and AEP thank you in advance for your assistance. Please contact me at 234.203.0773 or via email at 
r.zack@gaiconsultants.com if you have any questions or require further information. 

Sincerely, 
GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 
Rita E. Zack 
Project Environmental Specialist 
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  Project Shapefiles
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3720 Dressler Road Northwest   F  330.433.2694 
Canton, Ohio 44718 

January 15, 2019 
Project C170352.73 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ohio Ecological Services Field Office 
4625 Morse Road, Suite 104 
Columbus, Ohio 43230 

American Electric Power 
Northeast Canton Station Expansion Project 
Request for Technical Assistance Regarding Threatened 

and Endangered Species and Critical Habitat 
Stark County, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Everson: 
GAI Consultants, Inc. (GAI), on behalf of American Electric Power (AEP), is requesting information 
regarding state- and federally-listed threatened and endangered species in the vicinity of the Northeast 
Canton Station Expansion Project (Project) in Stark County, Ohio. As part of this request, please also 
provide information specific to any threatened and endangered bats. GAI is also requesting the locations 
of any known golden or bald eagle nests known in the area. 
The proposed Project involves the expansion of the existing Northeast Canton Station within the AEP 
owned property.  
The study area for the Project is shown on the attached map (Figure 1). The habitat within the study 
area consists of maintained lawn and forest edge. Project shapefiles have been included to aid in your 
review. 
GAI and AEP thank you in advance for your assistance. Please contact me at 234.203.0773 or via email at 
r.zack@gaiconsultants.com if you have any questions or require further information. 

Sincerely, 
GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 
Rita E. Zack 
Project Environmental Specialist 
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CONSTRUCTION NOTICE FOR THE WAGENHALS-WEST CANTON 138 KV TRANSMISSION LINE 
PROJECT

Appendix C Agency Coordination Letters





Paul R. Baldridge, Chief 

Phone: (614) 265-6649 
 Fax: (614) 267-4764 



Myotis sodalis

Carya ovata
Carya laciniosa Carya cordiformis Fraxinus nigra
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Fraxinus americana Quercus imbricaria

Quercus rubra Ulmus rubra Ulmus
americana Populus deltoides Acer saccharinum
Sassafras albidum Quercus stellata Quercus alba

Fusconaia maculata maculata

Etheostoma exile

Clemmys guttata
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Canton, Ohio 44718 

January 15, 2019 
Project C170352.73 

Environmental Review Staff 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Wildlife - Ohio Natural Heritage Program 
2045 Morse Road, Building G-3 
Columbus, Ohio 43229-6693 

American Electric Power 
Northeast Canton Station Expansion Project 
Request for Technical Assistance Regarding Threatened 

and Endangered Species and Critical Habitat 
Stark County, Ohio 

Dear Staff: 
GAI Consultants, Inc. (GAI), on behalf of American Electric Power (AEP), is requesting information 
regarding state- and federally-listed threatened and endangered species in the vicinity of the Northeast 
Canton Station Expansion Project (Project) in Stark County, Ohio. As part of this request, please also 
provide information specific to any threatened and endangered bats. GAI is also requesting the locations 
of any known golden or bald eagle nests known in the area. 
The proposed Project involves the expansion of the existing Northeast Canton Station within the AEP 
owned property.  
The study area for the Project is shown on the attached map (Figure 1). The habitat within the study 
area consists of maintained lawn and forest edge. Project shapefiles have been included to aid in your 
review. 
GAI and AEP thank you in advance for your assistance. Please contact me at 234.203.0773 or via email at 
r.zack@gaiconsultants.com if you have any questions or require further information. 

Sincerely, 
GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 
Rita E. Zack 
Project Environmental Specialist 
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Attachments: Attachment 1 (Project Location Map) 
  Project Shapefiles



January 15, 2019 
Project C170352.73 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 
 

PROJECT LOCATION MAP 



# *

N
or

th
ea

st
C

an
to

n 
St

at
io

n
PL

A
IN

TO
W

N
SH

IP
N

IM
IS

H
IL

LE
N

TO
W

N
SH

IP

ST
A

R
K

 C
O

U
N

TY
,

O
H

IO

P
R

O
JE

C
T 

LO
C

A
TI

O
N

0
2,

00
0

4,
00

0
1,

00
0

Fe
et

D
R

AW
N

 B
Y:

 J
TH

C
H

E
C

K
E

D
: E

FJ
D

AT
E

: 1
/1

5/
20

19
A

P
P

R
O

V
E

D
:

N
O

R
TH

E
A

S
T 

C
A

N
TO

N
 S

TA
TI

O
N

EX
PA

N
S

IO
N

 P
R

O
JE

C
T

AM
E

R
IC

A
N

 E
LE

C
TR

IC
 P

O
W

ER

PR
O

JE
C

T 
LO

C
AT

IO
N

 M
AP

LE
G

EN
D

# *
Su

bs
ta

tio
n

S
tu

dy
 A

re
a

C
ou

nt
y 

B
ou

nd
ar

y

To
w

ns
hi

p 
B

ou
nd

ar
y

p

 G
:\C

17
03

52
.7

3 
- G

IS
\M

X
D

\A
ge

nc
y_

C
on

su
lta

tio
n\

P
ro

je
ct

_L
oc

at
io

n_
20

19
_0

1_
15

.m
xd

S
TA

R
K

 C
O

U
N

TY
, O

H
IO

R
EF

ER
EN

C
E

: U
S

G
S

 7
.5

' T
O

PO
G

R
AP

H
IC

 Q
U

AD
R

AN
G

LE
S:

C
AN

TO
N

 E
A

ST
 (1

98
5)

, C
A

N
TO

N
 W

ES
T 

(1
98

6)
, H

AR
TV

IL
LE

(1
98

5)
, A

N
D

 N
O

R
TH

 C
A

N
TO

N
 (1

98
5)

, O
H

IO
, O

BT
AI

N
ED

TH
R

O
U

G
H

 E
SR

I U
SA

 T
O

PO
 M

AP
S,

 N
AT

IO
N

AL
G

E
O

G
R

A
PH

IC
 T

O
P

O
 A

N
D

 U
S

G
S

, A
C

C
ES

SE
D

 0
1/

20
19

.





 
 

 

Canton Office    T  330.433.2680 
3720 Dressler Road Northwest   F  330.433.2694 
Canton, Ohio 44718 

January 15, 2019 
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United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ohio Ecological Services Field Office 
4625 Morse Road, Suite 104 
Columbus, Ohio 43230 

American Electric Power 
Northeast Canton Station Expansion Project 
Request for Technical Assistance Regarding Threatened 

and Endangered Species and Critical Habitat 
Stark County, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Everson: 
GAI Consultants, Inc. (GAI), on behalf of American Electric Power (AEP), is requesting information 
regarding state- and federally-listed threatened and endangered species in the vicinity of the Northeast 
Canton Station Expansion Project (Project) in Stark County, Ohio. As part of this request, please also 
provide information specific to any threatened and endangered bats. GAI is also requesting the locations 
of any known golden or bald eagle nests known in the area. 
The proposed Project involves the expansion of the existing Northeast Canton Station within the AEP 
owned property.  
The study area for the Project is shown on the attached map (Figure 1). The habitat within the study 
area consists of maintained lawn and forest edge. Project shapefiles have been included to aid in your 
review. 
GAI and AEP thank you in advance for your assistance. Please contact me at 234.203.0773 or via email at 
r.zack@gaiconsultants.com if you have any questions or require further information. 

Sincerely, 
GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 
Rita E. Zack 
Project Environmental Specialist 
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