
It is my understanding that the Ohio Power Siting Board will begin adjudicatory hearings with regard to Duke’s 
Proposed Central Corridor Pipeline Extension, Case 16-0253-GA-BTX, on April 9, 2019. Both of the routes 
being considered go through high consequence, inner suburbs where thousands of people live, work, shop, and 
seek medical care. Suburbs such as Pleasant Ridge, Blue Ash, Reading, Sycamore Township, and Golf Manor 
are communities where citizens frequently walk or bike to schools, houses of worship, libraries, and shopping. 
They are characterized by tree-lined streets and mature plantings. Placing a 500 psi, 20-inch diameter pipeline 
in these suburbs will absolutely destroy the charm and functioning of these communities and have a negative 
impact on them for decades to come. 
 
Once the pipeline is completed, Duke states that they will restore the trees and other plantings to their prior 
condition. This is misleading and closer to deception. If they take down a tree because it is on top of a pipeline 
there is no way they can put it back. Even if they do put up trees fifty feet away, there is no way they can 
possibly replace or restore a 100-year old oak tree, for example, or any other large, mature trees. Nor will they 
adequately compensate the owners of the properties for their ongoing financial loss. When trees are removed, 
energy costs for the property owners will increase since there will no longer be trees to provide shade for the 
homes, another contribution to climate change. That increase in energy costs will not be just a one-time loss, but 
an ongoing expense.  Once the trees are cut down the wildlife they support and that people enjoy feeding and 
watching, such as birds and squirrels, will also disappear. Duke does not permit anything other than grass to be 
planted over, or in close proximity, to pipelines. The loss of habitat and wildlife will have a negative impact on 
the quality of life on the residents of these communities and on their property values. 
 
Studies have shown that people who are happiest are not the ones who have the most money or the largest 
homes but those who have a strong support system as well as a strong connection to their community. The 
communities that are on the path of the proposed pipelines are ones that support a strong social connection 
between neighbors. These neighborhoods often have houses with front porches, sidewalks, neighborhood 
schools, and other amenities frequently missing in newer subdivisions. The older suburbs with their smaller 
houses are more likely to attract a diversity of different age and ethnic groups living there than newer suburbs. 
In many cases there are several generations of families living in the same neighborhood. These suburbs are 
unique in that they attract everyone from young families who are living in what are typically referred to as 
starter homes to empty nesters and senior citizens. They are people who can least afford the financial burden 
that will occur if a high-pressure pipeline is placed on or near their property. Placing a high-pressure pipeline in 
older, densely populated areas will have a much greater negative impact on the residents of these communities 
than it would if it was placed in rural areas. 
 
On another matter, I have noticed that several people who live outside the affected communities have written 
form letters to the OPSB in support of the pipeline extension, stating that we need more gas. They have not 
included any data in their letters to support their conclusion, but even if they are correct (and there is evidence 
that they are not) they have not explained why Duke needs to install high pressure transmission lines in high 
consequence areas where the potential for the destruction of the environment and quality of life is great, instead 
of rural areas where the pipelines would be much less disruptive. If there is a need for high pressure, 
transmission lines then they should be placed in areas where they will do the least amount of damage. Those 
areas are not the densely populated communities which may be the most convenient location for Duke but are 
also the communities with the most people to be placed at risk. 
 
For these reasons, as well as my concern about the danger of placing a high pressure, transmission, natural gas 
pipeline in an area where thousands of people will be at risk, I strongly oppose installing the pipeline on 
either of the proposed routes. 
 
 
Susan Ullman, MSW, LISW 
Blue Ash, OH 
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