
From: Ohio Power Siting Board
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: public comment 18-1607-EL-BGN, 17-2295-EL-BGN, and 18-0488-EL-BGN [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0GHUsT:ref ]
Date: Monday, March 25, 2019 12:02:29 PM
Attachments: karst letter 2.docx

scankarst by aden.pdf

--------------- Forwarded Message ---------------
From: Sharon Schreiner [weedsfloral@gmail.com]
Sent: 3/24/2019 11:36 AM
To: contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov
Subject: Rejection of Emerson Creek Wind Project due to Impact on Karst
 
 
Matt
Please post the following attachments to the following Pending Case Numbers: 18-
1607-EL-BGN, 17-2295-EL-BGN, 18-0488, EL-BGN
Thank You,
 
Sharon Schreiner
Groton Township - Erie County
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The Karst



My name is Sharon Schreiner, I am a resident of Groton Township, within the proposed Emerson Creek Wind project.  I am adamantly opposed to this project.



In the application by Firelands LLC the Emerson Creek project area lies on the Karst of the Bellevue Quadrangle Terrain and in an area delineated by the Ohio EPA as a Source Water Protection Area.  This Karst terrain is riddled with more than 1000 sinkholes including the largest in the state which is in Bellevue.  The application includes a map of the great number of wells throughout the area.  These wells are connected by aquafers.  The Karst impact extends far beyond that of the project area.  I am an adjacent land owner and my well, natural spring and sink hole do not lie within the footprint of the project: therefore, they are not even being considered in the study.  I could be adversely be affected by the Karst disruption as a result of the building of turbines in the area.



I have asked Apex several questions regarding the potential adverse effects of the installation of the heavy concrete base structures on the drainage in this area.  One particular concern that we have is water runoff?  This area is also part of the Pipe Creek watershed.  The watershed collects runoff and carries nutrients from a 48.5 square mile area, flowing north to Lake Erie.  This runoff contributes to algal bloom that has become a troublesome issue in the lake.  Will industrial wind turbines make it make it worse?



The Karst and the water shed are both part of this geological water distribution system. Both systems are significantly affected by flooding.  Flooding has always been an issue in this area associated with heavy rainfall and contributes to possible contamination of wells.  Will we now experience more flooding when there is moderate rainfall due to the large concrete basses?  We were referred to an Apex Engineer who had no answers and eventually just stopped communicating with us.  We were told we just needed to wait until the application was filled then read the report ourselves.  We are now reading the application but there are no answers.  This subject is treated very lightly with little concern on the part of Apex although it should be an area of significant concern.



We have yet to get a straight answer from Apex other than they will make sure that bad things won’t happen. And how will they do that?  Grading around the turbines we are told.  Who will oversee the installation process?  What if our wells get contaminated?  The Apex answer to that question was that they would dig us a new well.  Guaranteed?  Of course not!  One woman at the last trustee meeting in Groton Township was told she could always hook into the municipal water system.  The rep said they would pay for that hook up but would they pick up her water bills?  She uses a significant amount of water in her farm operation. She was told by the Apex representative that he had to look into it and get back to her.  She is still waiting. 



Another question asked was:  what if they hit water during their boring or digging of the foundations?  That is a real possibility.  There is an underground river running through here.  We were told that the water would be drained, and stored in a reservoir that they would construct, then put it back or they would just fill the void with grout.  Really????   Think about it.  This is home to the Seneca Caverns and 1000 sink holes.



In conclusion: I believe that the Karst is not an issue that should be trifled with.  It is serious.  It is unique and a fragile geological area.  It is significant!  And the applicant of this project is not doing their due diligence in regards to the potential ramifications should the Karst be damaged or even disturbed. 
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Case Numbers: 18-1607-EL-BGN, 17-2295-EL-BGN, 18-0488, EL-BGN 
 
The Karst 
 
My name is Sharon Schreiner, I am a resident of Groton Township, within the proposed Emerson Creek Wind 
project.  I am adamantly opposed to this project. 
 
In the application by Firelands LLC the Emerson Creek project area lies on the Karst of the Bellevue 
Quadrangle Terrain and in an area delineated by the Ohio EPA as a Source Water Protection Area.  This Karst 
terrain is riddled with more than 1000 sinkholes including the largest in the state which is in Bellevue.  The 
application includes a map of the great number of wells throughout the area.  These wells are connected by 
aquafers.  The Karst impact extends far beyond that of the project area.  I am an adjacent land owner and my 
well, natural spring and sink hole do not lie within the footprint of the project: therefore, they are not even being 
considered in the study.  I could be adversely be affected by the Karst disruption as a result of the building of 
turbines in the area. 
 
I have asked Apex several questions regarding the potential adverse effects of the installation of the heavy 
concrete base structures on the drainage in this area.  One particular concern that we have is water runoff?  
This area is also part of the Pipe Creek watershed.  The watershed collects runoff and carries nutrients from a 
48.5 square mile area, flowing north to Lake Erie.  This runoff contributes to algal bloom that has become a 
troublesome issue in the lake.  Will industrial wind turbines make it make it worse? 
 
The Karst and the water shed are both part of this geological water distribution system. Both systems are 
significantly affected by flooding.  Flooding has always been an issue in this area associated with heavy rainfall 
and contributes to possible contamination of wells.  Will we now experience more flooding when there is 
moderate rainfall due to the large concrete basses?  We were referred to an Apex Engineer who had no 
answers and eventually just stopped communicating with us.  We were told we just needed to wait until the 
application was filled then read the report ourselves.  We are now reading the application but there are no 
answers.  This subject is treated very lightly with little concern on the part of Apex although it should be an 
area of significant concern. 
 
We have yet to get a straight answer from Apex other than they will make sure that bad things won’t happen. 
And how will they do that?  Grading around the turbines we are told.  Who will oversee the installation 
process?  What if our wells get contaminated?  The Apex answer to that question was that they would dig us a 
new well.  Guaranteed?  Of course not!  One woman at the last trustee meeting in Groton Township was told 
she could always hook into the municipal water system.  The rep said they would pay for that hook up but 
would they pick up her water bills?  She uses a significant amount of water in her farm operation. She was told 
by the Apex representative that he had to look into it and get back to her.  She is still waiting.  
 
Another question asked was:  what if they hit water during their boring or digging of the foundations?  That is a 
real possibility.  There is an underground river running through here.  We were told that the water would be 
drained, and stored in a reservoir that they would construct, then put it back or they would just fill the void with 
grout.  Really????   Think about it.  This is home to the Seneca Caverns and 1000 sink holes. 
 
In conclusion: I believe that the Karst is not an issue that should be trifled with.  It is serious.  It is unique and a 
fragile geological area.  It is significant!  And the applicant of this project is not doing their due diligence in 
regards to the potential ramifications should the Karst be damaged or even disturbed.  
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