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BEFORE 
THE OHIO POWER SITING BOARD 

In the Matter of the Application of Seneca 
Wind, LLC for a Certificate of Environmental 
Compatibility and Public Need for a Wind-
Powered Electric Generating Facility in 
Seneca County, Ohio. 

)
)
)
)
)

Case No. 18-488-EL-BGN 

SENECA WIND, LLC’S RESPONSES TO STAFF’S SIXTH SET OF DATA REQUESTS 

1) Provide a table identifying which wetlands and streams would be crossed by facility 
components, which components would cross each resource, an estimation of the area of 
impact to each resource, and the method by which the resource would be crossed. 

RESPONSE:  See Exhibit A.  

2) Which permits does the Applicant plan to obtain for coverage of impacts to surface water 
resources? 

RESPONSE:  The Applicant plans to obtain Nationwide Permit coverage from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers for impacts to wetlands and surface waters, although boring 
techniques will be used for many of the streams to completely avoid impact.  In addition, the 
Applicant will develop a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan as part of obtaining coverage 
under the General Permit for construction stormwater. 

3) Provide the most recent coordination letter received from USFWS. 

RESPONSE:  The latest USFWS project review letter is attached as Exhibit B. 

4) Provide details on the status of the Eagle Conservation Plan. Does the applicant anticipate 
obtaining an Eagle Take Permit? 

RESPONSE:  Seneca Wind has been coordinating with the USFWS to develop an Eagle 
Conservation Plan, which is now in draft form. At this time, Seneca Wind intends to apply for 
an Eagle Take Permit for bald eagles. 

5) Provide an estimate of the acreage of temporary and permanent impacts to specific vegetation 
community types (i.e. xx acres of forest, xx acres of shrub land, xx acres of grassland, xx 
acres of agricultural land). 
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RESPONSE:  The following provides an approximate estimate of temporary and permanent 
impacts to vegetation community types.  In addition to vegetated areas, a small portion of 
developed land (existing roads or driveways) also has the potential for impact.  These values have 
been adjusted to reflect the removal of Turbine 91. Therefore, estimated areas represent 93 
potential turbine locations.  Note that these estimates may change based on layout refinements 
associated with the 77 turbine locations actually selected for construction; however, the total 
impact is expected to be the same or less than these provided estimates.  

Estimated 
Temporary Impacts 

(acres) 

Estimated 
Permanent Impacts 

(acres) 
Forested 5 – 13  <0.1 

Scrub/Shrub 2 0 

Grassland 2 <0.2 

Agriculture 733 97 

Wetland <0.4 <0.1 

Water (Streams) <0.2 <0.1 

6) Provide the GIS data for the adjustments made through the supplement filed on 9/14/2018. 

RESPONSE:  The GIS data was provided directly to Staff on a disk. 

7) It appears that the project would have an impact on the habitat of the state threatened 
Blanding's turtle and state threatened spotted turtle. Has the Applicant conducted the ODNR 
recommended surveys for these species? 

RESPONSE:  Seneca Wind conducted all surveys recommend by ODNR (see latest 
coordination letter from ODNR for the Project, which is dated April 25, 2018, attached as 
Exhibit C). Neither the Blanding’s turtle nor the spotted turtle were identified as species 
requiring consideration during coordination with ODNR; therefore, no surveys were 
conducted for these species. 
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Exhibit A 

The following tables reflect: 

• Potential permanent wetland impacts; 
• Potential temporary wetland impacts; 
• Potential permanent stream impacts; and 
• Potential temporary stream impacts.

Note that, as reflected in the original OPSB Application, filed with the OPSB in July 2018 (Case No. 
18-0488-EL-BGN), no wetland or stream impact is associated with the turbines themselves.  Permanent 
and temporary wetland and stream impacts are anticipated to continue to be less than 0.1 acre and 0.5 
acre, respectively; although 0.17 acre of permanent impact and 0.54 acre of temporary impact are 
associated with 93 turbine locations are reflected in the tables below, only a maximum of 77 turbines will 
be built.    Although infrastructure will be adjusted based on the specific selection of the 77 turbines to be 
constructed (to account for where turbines not selected shared infrastructure with selected turbines), 
impact are expected to remain at these levels.  Appropriate Nationwide Permit approval will be sought 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  

Potential Permanent Wetland Impact 

Project 
Component 

Resource to be Crossed 
Method of 
Crossing 

Type of 
Impact 

Estimated Impact 
Area 

(square feet) 

Site Road W-A7 Fill Permanent 481 

Site Road W-A9 Fill Permanent 1,741 

Site Road W-A10 Fill Permanent 1,600 

Total 
3,822 square feet 

(0.09 acre) 

Potential Temporary Wetland Impact 

Project 
Component 

Resource to be Crossed 
Method of 
Crossing 

Type of 
Impact 

Estimated Impact 
Area 

(square feet) 

Cranewalk W-A12 Mat Pads Temporary 1,366 

Cranewalk W-A36 Mat Pads Temporary 622 

Collection Line W-A7 Trench Temporary 400 

Collection Line W-A9 Trench Temporary 800 

5 Collection Lines W-A13 Trench Temporary 3,400 

5 Collection Lines W-A14 Bore N/A N/A 

2 Collection Lines W-A16 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line W-A19 Trench Temporary 1,200 

Collection Line W-A28 Bore N/A N/A 

8 Collection Lines W-A28 Trench Temporary 6,400 

Collection Line W-A32 Bore N/A N/A 

3 Collection Lines W-A33 Bore N/A N/A 

2 Collection Lines W-A34 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line W-A35 Trench Temporary 1,000 

Collection Line W-A36 Trench Temporary 400 
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Project 
Component 

Resource to be Crossed 
Method of 
Crossing 

Type of 
Impact 

Estimated Impact 
Area 

(square feet) 

Collection Line W-A37 Trench Temporary 340 

Collection Line W-A37 Trench Temporary 1,240 

2 Collection Lines W-B1 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line W-B2 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line W-B6 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line W-B7 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line W-B12 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line W-B14 Bore N/A N/A 

Total 
17,168 square feet 

(0.39 acre) 

Potential Permanent Stream Impact  

Project 
Component 

Resource to be Crossed 
Method of 
Crossing 

Type of 
Impact 

Estimated Impact 
Area 

(square feet) 

Site Road S-A3 Culvert Permanent 265 

Site Road S-A5 Culvert Permanent 372 

Site Road S-A13 Culvert Permanent 585 

Site Road S-A14 Culvert Permanent 502 

Site Road S-A25 Culvert Permanent 741 

Site Road S-A32 Culvert Permanent 202 

Site Road S-B4 Culvert Permanent 503 

Site Road S-B9 Culvert Permanent 419 

Total 
3,589 square feet 

(0.08 acre) 

Potential Temporary Stream Impact 

Project 
Component 

Resource to be Crossed 
Method of 
Crossing 

Type of 
Impact 

Estimated Impact 
Area 

(square feet) 

Cranewalk S-A2 Mat Pads Temporary 558 

Cranewalk S-A7 Mat Pads Temporary 406 

Cranewalk S-A8 Mat Pads Temporary 614 

Cranewalk S-A30 Mat Pads Temporary 676 

Site Road S-A3 Culvert Temporary 445 

Site Road S-A4 Culvert Temporary 303 

Collection Line S-A1 Trench Temporary 140 

Collection Line S-A2 Trench Temporary 140 

Collection Line S-A5 Trench Temporary 100 

Collection Line S-A5 Bore N/A N/A 
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Project 
Component 

Resource to be Crossed 
Method of 
Crossing 

Type of 
Impact 

Estimated Impact 
Area 

(square feet) 

Collection Line S-A6 Trench Temporary 100 

Collection Line S-A7 Trench Temporary 100 

Collection Line S-A8 Trench Temporary 140 

2 Collection Lines S-A10 Trench Temporary 200 

2 Collection Lines S-A10 Trench Temporary 200 

Collection Line S-A13 Trench Temporary 80 

Collection Line S-A14 Bore N/A N/A 

5 Collection Lines S-A15 Bore N/A N/A 

2 Collection Lines S-A17 Trench Temporary 200 

5 Collection Lines S-A18 Trench Temporary 600 

5 Collection Lines S-A19 Bore N/A N/A 

5 Collection Lines S-A20 Bore N/A N/A 

5 Collection Lines S-A25 Trench Temporary 300 

5 Collection Lines S-A25 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line S-A25 Trench Temporary 60 

Collection Line S-A25 Trench Temporary 60 

Collection Line S-A30 Trench Temporary 160 

Collection Line S-A31 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line S-A32 Trench Temporary 60 

Collection Line S-A32 Trench Temporary 60 

Collection Line S-A32 Bore N/A N/A 

8 Collection Line S-A32 Trench Temporary 480 

Collection Line S-A33 Trench Temporary 140 

Collection Line S-A34 Bore N/A N/A 

3 Collection Lines S-A35 Bore N/A N/A 

2 Collection Lines S-A36 Bore N/A N/A 

3 Collection Lines S-A37 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line S-B2 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line S-B3 Bore N/A N/A 

2 Collection Lines S-B3 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line S-B4 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line S-B6 Bore N/A N/A 

2 Collection Lines S-B8 Bore N/A N/A 

Collection Line S-B9 Trench Temporary 100 

Collection Line S-B11 Trench Temporary 200 

Collection Line S-B13 Bore N/A N/A 

Total 
6,622 square feet 

(0.15 acre) 
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Ohio Division of Wildlife
Michael R. Miller, Chief 

2045 Morse Rd., Bldg. G 
Columbus, OH 43229-6693 

Phone: (614) 265-6300
April 25, 2018

To all interested parties:

Based upon the revised project boundary map received April 2018, the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources Division of Wildlife (DOW) has prepared initial survey recommendations for
the proposed Seneca project located in Seneca, Huron, and Crawford counties regarding wildlife 
species.

Currently the project falls within regions of the state that DOW has identified as needing
extensive monitoring efforts based on GIS analysis of the site. However, previous DOW 
recommendations have determined the habitat is not what DOW considers high-quality stopover 
habitat for migrating passerines and waterfowl. Therefore, the proposed facility was classified as 
a “moderate” site under the current protocols.  If the developer decides to amend the current 
boundaries, the DOW will revise our survey recommendations.

State-listed plant species occur in Seneca, Huron, and Crawford counties and the list can be found 
here: http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/species-and-habitats/state-listed-species/state-listed-species-by- 
county#plants. Additional surveys may be warranted to determine presence of state-listed species 
if construction will impact aquatic or wetland habitat. Once the turbine, road, pad and other 
infrastructure locations have been determined, please consult with DOW to determine if such 
surveys are needed.

The attached table summarizes the types and level of survey effort recommended by the DOW. 
Results from these studies will help assess the potential impact the turbines may pose and will 
influence our recommendations to the Ohio Power Siting Board.

Monitoring should follow those methods described within the “On-shore Bird and Bat Pre- and
Post-Construction Monitoring Protocol for Commercial Wind Energy Facilities in Ohio.”

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at erin.hazelton@dnr.state.oh.us or 
614.265.6349.

Erin Hazelton
Ohio Division of Wildlife
2045 Morse Road
Columbus, Ohio 43229

cc: Mr. Stuart Siegfried, Ohio Power Siting Board
Mr. Grant Zeto, Ohio Power Siting Board
Mr. Ashton Holderbaum, Ohio Power Siting Board
Ms. Megan Seymour, United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Ms. Kate Haley Parsons, DOW

Exhibit C



Exhibit C

Seneca Wind Project (April 2018)

Survey type

Breeding bird

Raptor nest searches

Raptor nest monitoring

Bat acoustic monitoring

Passerine migration survey 
points
Diurnal bird/raptor 
migration survey points
Sandhill crane migration 
(same points as raptor 
migration)
Owl playback survey 
points

Breeding bird surveys should be conducted at all sites. The number of
survey points may be based on the amount of available habitat, or twice
the maximum number of turbines proposed for the site. If turbines are
placed in agricultural land, this requirement may be waived by DOW

after reviewing the proposed turbine locations.

Nest searches should occur on and within a 1-mile buffer of the
proposed facility.

Please consult with USFWS on bald eagle nests located within the 
search area.  Nests should be monitored to assess daily bird activity.

Should any additional nests of a protected species of raptor be located
during nest searches, monitoring should commence as outlined within

DOW's monitoring protocols.

To be conducted at all meteorological towers.

26

1

NS

NS

Barn owl survey points NS

Bat mist-netting survey 
points
Nocturnal marsh bird 
survey points

Waterfowl survey points

Shorebird migration 
survey points

Radar monitoring 
locations

Aquatic species surveys 

Wetland species surveys

51

Survey points on Silver Creek WA, Honey Creek, and Sandusky River,
as per protocols

Survey points for Silver Creek WA, Honey Creek, and Sandusky River,
as per protocols

NS

NS

This requirement may be waived by DOW after reviewing the proposed
turbine/infrastructure locations.

This requirement may be waived by DOW after reviewing the proposed
turbine/infrastructure locations.

NS = Not required based on the lack of suitable habitat



Exhibit C

Survey effort map with the revised boundary for the proposed Seneca project (April 2018).
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