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STATE OF OHIO 
PUBLIC UTILITES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 

Application for Designation as 
an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
for Purposes of Receiving Federal Universal 
Service Support for the purpose of 
participating in the FCC’s Connect America 
Fund Phase II Auction 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 Docket No. __________ 

W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION 

AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIER 

W.A.T.C.H. TV Company (“W.A.T.C.H.”) and pursuant to the Telecommunications Act 

of 1996, 47 U.S.C. §214(e)(2) (the “Act”) and the rules of the Federal Communications 

Commission (“FCC”) 47 C.F.R. §54.201, hereby requests that the Public Utilities Commission of 

Ohio (“Commission”) designate W.A.T.C.H. TV Company as a telecommunications carrier 

eligible under the provisions of Section 54.201(d) to receive federal universal service support. 

W.A.T.C.H. seeks ETC designation in order to receive support from the federal Universal Service 

Fund (“USF”), including support through the FCC’s high cost USF programs in order to receive 

funds pursuant to the FCC’s Connect America Funds Phase II Auction (Auction 903).   

Introduction:  

Company Background 

W.A.T.C.H. is an Ohio corporation that is a wholly owned subsidiary of Benton Ridge 

Telephone Company (BRT).  BRT’s organizational chart is included as Exhibit G. BRT’s principle 

place of business is 1805 N. Dixie Hwy, Lima, OH  45801.  BRT is a rural incumbent local 
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exchange carrier designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier from the Public Utilities 

Commission of OH, Exhibit H attached.    W.A.T.C.H. has a certificate of territorial authority from 

the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission, in Exhibit H attached.  

W.A.T.C.H. is BRT’s subsidiary providing information and VoIP services for those 

customers in the Connect America Fund Phase II Auction award areas.   W.A.T.C.H. plans with 

the support offered by the Connect America Fund Phase II Auction funds to extend broadband and 

digital voice services around designated rural markets in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois.  BRT has 

been selected for an award through the auction and is assigning awarded funding to BRT’s wholly 

owned subsidiary W.A.T.CH.  One requirement of that program is W.A.T.C.H. obtain ETC 

authority in each state.  W.A.T.C.H. is seeking an expeditious order from this Commission so that 

it may begin to provide service to eligible customers pursuant to the Connect America Fund Phase 

II Auction as soon as possible. 

W.A.T.C.H. will utilize fixed wireless technology to offer information and VoIP to 

enterprise, anchor institutions and rural subscribers with speeds of up to 100 Mbps downstream 

and 20 Mbps upstream or 25 Mbps downstream and 3 Mbps upstream.  W.A.T.C.H will provide 

voice service at rates consistent with the requirement for receiving CAF Support.  Consistent with 

section 254(b) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, the Commission emphasized that 

ETCs must offer voice telephony services at rates that are reasonably comparable to urban rates. 

All correspondence including pleadings, notices, orders and decisions regarding this 

application are to be addressed to: 

W.A.T.C.H. TV Company 
Ken Williams 
1805 N. Dixie Hwy 
Lima, OH  45801 
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419-879-1106
kenw@watchtv.net

Connect America Fund Phase II Auction 

The Connect America Fund Phase II (Phase II Auction Order)1 is part of the Federal 

Communication Commission’s (FCC) reform and modernization of the high-cost universal service 

support program providing expanded access to voice and broadband services in high cost areas. 

The Phase II Auction Order utilized competitive bidding to allocate up to $1.98 billion of support 

over 10 years (Auction 903).  Auction 903 was the first FCC auction to award ongoing high-cost 

universal service support through competitive bidding.  The FCC made high cost census block 

groups in states where price cap carriers declined an earlier offer of model-based support and other 

unserved areas nationwide (excluding NY, AK, PR, VI) that are not serviced by an unsubsidized 

service provider eligible for Auction 903.  Winning bidders will be required to offer voice and 

broadband service at or above specific performance levels including Lifeline.  They will also be 

required to file annual reports on their deployment status in addition to obtaining ETC status 

within 180 days of being announced as winning bidders.  BRT applied for and received an annual 

award of $5,237,182 for 10 years in equal monthly installments2.  Per paragraph 10 of the Phase 

II Auction Order Public Notice announcing the Winning Bidders3 attached in Exhibit I BRT is 

allowed to assign its winning bids to a related entity named on the short form application.  

1 Connect America Fund, ETC Annual Reports and Certification, Rural Broadband Experiments, 
Connect America Fund Phase II Auction, FCC 18-5 

2 See Connect America Fund Phase II Auction (Auction 903) Closes, AU Docket No. 17-182, 
WC Docket No. 10-90, Public Notice Released August 28, 2018 (Phase II Auction Order), 
Attachment A 

3 Id. para 10 
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A winning bidder may only assign its winning bids to a related entity that is named in its 
short-form application or that was formed after the short-form application deadline (i.e., 
March 30, 2018). The Auction Application System will not permit a winning bidder to 
assign its winning bids to another winning bidder. A related entity is an entity that is 
controlled by the winning bidder or is a member of (or an entity controlled by a member 
of) a consortium/joint venture of which the winning bidder is a member. Thus, if a holding 
company/parent company is a winning bidder in Auction 903, the winning bidder may 
designate at least one operating company that it controls to complete the long-form 
application to receive Phase II support for some or all of the winning bids in a state. If a 
consortium/joint venture is a winning bidder in Auction 903, the entity may designate at 
least one member of (or an entity controlled by a member of) the consortium/joint venture 
to complete the long-form application to receive Phase II support for some or all of the 
winning bids in a state. 

 BRT is electing to assign the winning bids to W.A.T.C.H.  The Phase II Auction Order 

requires W.A.T.C.H. to become an ETC as a condition to receive the funding.  W.A.T.C.H. is thus 

requesting ETC designation be granted to it in this request for the specific purpose of receiving 

funding under the Phase II Auction Order.  This auction is providing the industry and Commission 

the ability to provide broadband and voice services in designated rural areas.  As the FCC has 

indicated, these services can be provided through a combination of broadband and voice telephony 

services and can be accomplished through the use of different technologies such as fixed wireless 

technology provided by W.A.T.C.H. 
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FCC Review 

 Pursuant to the CAF II Auction Requirements Order 4, the FCC is responsible for reviewing 

the operational history and the financial statements of W.A.T.C.H.  Since the applicant has 

provided voice and/or broadband services for at least two years, it was required to submit with its 

short-form application qualified operating or financial reports that it (or its parent company, if it 

is a wholly owned subsidiary) filed with the relevant financial institution in 2016 and 2017 that 

demonstrate that the applicant (or its parent company) has been operating for at least two years.5 

In addition, the FCC adopted the proposal to require all applicants to report on their short-

form application certain metrics from their financial statements (audited or unaudited) from the 

prior fiscal year being submitted with the applications. These metrics were to demonstrate that an 

applicant had sufficient financial qualifications to participate in the Phase II auction to minimize 

the number of winning bidders that default because they are unable to meet the long-form 

application requirements. Winning bidders will be required to provide additional, more specific 

evidence of their financial qualifications at the long-form application stage to demonstrate that 

they have the financial qualifications to meet the Phase II public interest obligations. 

The FCC also required applicants to submit in its short-form application sufficient 

operational information regarding its experience providing voice, broadband, and/or electric 

distribution or transmission service and its plans for provisioning service if awarded support.6  

4 See Connect America Fund Phase II Auction Schedule for July 24, 2018, Notice and Filing 
Requirements and Other Procedures for Auction 903, AU Docket No. 17-182, WC Docket No. 
10-90, Public Notice, Released February 1, 2018 (CAF II Auction Requirements Order).

5 Id, para 42. 

6 Id, para 65. 
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Such information was meant to demonstrate that an applicant has the technical qualifications to 

bid for specific performance tier and latency combinations.  Specifically, the FCC required that an 

applicant must submit high-level operational information to complete its operational showing and 

demonstrate that it can be expected to be reasonably capable of meeting the public interest 

obligations (e.g., speed, usage, latency, and service milestones) for each performance tier and 

latency combination selected.  

Since the applicant intends to use radiofrequency spectrum to offer its voice and broadband 

services, it was required to submit information regarding whether the spectrum to which it has 

access will enable it to meet the public interest obligations for each performance tier and latency 

combination that it selects in its application.7 In addition, the FCC’s Phase II auction rules required 

any applicant that plans to use spectrum to demonstrate that it has (i) the proper spectrum use 

authorizations, if applicable; (ii) access to operate on the spectrum it intends to use; and (iii) 

sufficient spectrum resources to cover peak network usage and meet the minimum  performance 

requirements to serve the fixed locations in eligible areas.8 

Pursuant to the FCC rules and as proposed in the CAF II Comment Public Notice, each 

long-form applicant will be required to demonstrate that it is technically qualified to meet the 

relevant Phase II public interest obligations in the areas covered by the winning bids by submitting 

technical information to support the operational assertions made in the short-form application.9  A 

7 Id, para 86. 

8 Id, para 87. 

9 Id, para, 298. 
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long-form applicant is required to submit a detailed technology and system design description, 

including a network diagram that must be certified by a professional engineer.10 The professional 

engineer must certify that the network can deliver, to at least 95 percent of the required number of 

locations in each relevant state, voice and broadband service that meets the requisite performance 

requirements. 

Finally, as part of the FCC’s requirement, within 60 days after the release of the Auction 

903 closing public notice, a long-form applicant must submit a letter from a bank acceptable to the 

Commission, as set forth in section 54.315(b)(3), committing to issue an irrevocable stand-by letter 

of credit, in the required form, to the long-form applicant.11  The letter must, at a minimum, provide 

the dollar amount of the letter of credit and the issuing bank’s agreement to follow the terms and 

conditions of the Commission’s model letter of credit in Appendix B of the Phase II Auction 

Order.12  

Federal Act 

Pursuant to Section 214(e)(2) of the Act, a state commission may upon its own motion or 

request designate a common carrier to be an “eligible telecommunications carrier” for the purposes 

of receiving universal service support under the Act.  Section 214(e)(2) requires the designated 

carrier meet the requirements of Section 214(e)(1).  Section 214(e)(1) states:  

10Id

11 47 CFR § 54.315(b)(3), (c)(2).  See also id. § 54.315(c); Phase II Auction Order, 31 FCC Rcd 
at 5989-99, paras. 119-40 (describing the letter of credit requirements). 

12 47 CFR § 54.315(b)(3);  See also Phase II Auction Order, 31 FCC Rcd at 6045-49, Appx. B. 
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A common carrier designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier…shall be eligible 
to receive universal service support in accordance with section 254 and shall throughout 
the service area for which the designation is received –  

A) Offer the services that are supported by the Federal universal service support
mechanism under section 254(c), either using its own facilities or a combination of its
own facilities and resale of another carrier’s services (including the service offered by
another eligible telecommunications carrier); and

B) Advertise the availability of such services and the charges therefore using a media of
general distribution.

Section 54.201(b) of the FCC’s Rules states that the state commission shall, on it’s own 

motion or upon request, designate a common carrier as an ETC as long as the carrier meets the 

requirements of Section 54.201(d), which restates the requirements found in Section 214(e)(1) of 

the Act.  Section 214(e)(2) of the Act and Section 54.201(c) of the FCC’s Rules state that the state 

commission may, in the case of an area served by a rural telephone company, and shall, in the case 

of all other areas, designate more than one common carrier as an ETC for a service area the state 

commission designates, provided each additional requesting carrier satisfies Section 214(e)(1) of 

the Act and Section 54.201(d) of the FCC’s Rules.  Before designating an additional ETC for an 

area served by a rural telephone company, the commission shall find that such designation is in 

the public interest. 

Designated Service Area 

In the Phase II Auction Order, the FCC identified census block groups to be designated as 

available for additional support through Auction 903 as noted in the Phase II Auction Order Public 

Notice shown below:  

1. By this Public Notice, the Rural Broadband Auctions Task Force, Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau (WTB), and Wireline Competition Bureau (WCB) announce
that bidding in the Connect America Fund Phase II (Phase II) auction (Auction 903)
concluded on August 21, 2018. There were 103 winning bidders in the auction, with the
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10-year support amount totaling $1.488 billion and covering 713,176 locations in 45 states.
Of the 974,223 locations in the 30,033 eligible census block groups (CBGs), approximately
73 percent of the locations are covered by winning bids. While winning bids are for a range
of performance tiers, winning bids for downstream speeds of at least 100 megabits per
second (Mbps) cover 53 percent of these locations. And over 99.7 percent of these locations
will receive at least 25 Mbps downstream speeds, more than twice the 10 Mbps minimum
standard for the Connect America Fund program13.

Per the award notice, BRT was awarded the following number of census block groups, 

locations, and associated funding: 

State # of 
Census 
Block 

Groups 

# of 
locations 

 Annual 
Support 
Assigned  

 Total 10 Year 
Support  

IL 147 6,041  $ 2,436,614   $   24,366,144  
IN 201 11,537  $ 1,488,368   $   14,883,685  
OH 150 6,379  $ 1,312,199   $   13,121,990  
Total 498 23,957  $ 5,237,182   $   52,371,819  

BRT is assigning its winning bid to its wholly owned subsidiary W.A.T.C.H and is thus 

requesting ETC designation in the associated census block groups which were made available 

through the Phase II Auction Order and are noted in Exhibit J where a complete listing of requested 

census block groups and map depiction is located.     

The census blocks and associated wire centers W.A.T.C.H. is requesting ETC status are in 

census blocks that were unserved and underserved by price cap carriers and were included in the 

CAF Phase II Auction.  Thereafter, the FCC adopted a series of additional orders and conducted a 

challenge process to identify the census blocks that were unserved with voice and broadband of at 

13 See CAF Phase II Auction Order, para 1 
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least 10 Mbps download and 1 Mbps upload speeds.  The price cap carriers in these census blocks 

are AT&T Ohio, United of Indiana, Windstream Ohio, Cincinnati Bell, Frontier, CenturyLink, 

Frontier North and Windstream Western Reserve. 

W.A.T.C.H. requests ETC designation for the service area that includes the census block 

groups as required by the Phase II Auction Order and noted in the Phase II Auction Order Award 

Public Notice: 

By February 25, 2019, the long-form applicant must obtain from all the relevant states or 
the Commission a high cost ETC designation(s) that cover its winning bid areas and upload 
the required documentation and a certification letter to its FCC Form 683. 47 CFR § 
54.315(b)(5); Auction 903 Procedures Public Notice, 33 FCC Rcd at 1519, para. 310; 
Phase II Auction Order, 31 FCC Rcd at 5999, 6002-05, paras. 141, 149-56.14 

Requirements for ETC Designation 

A. W.A.T.C.H. will offer the services that are supported by federal universal support 
mechanisms throughout the service area for which ETC designation is received. 

W.A.T.C.H. commits to provide voice telephony services and broadband services 

supported by the federal universal service support mechanisms.  W.A.T.C.H. broadband internet 

access is a mass market retail service by wire or radio that provides the capability to transmit data 

and to receive data from all or substantially all internet end points, including any capabilities that 

are incidental to and enable the operation of the communications service, but excluding dial up 

service.  W.A.T.C.H. is also committing to provide voice telephony service defined as voice grade 

access to the public switched network or its functional equivalent; minutes of use for local service 

provided at no additional charge to end users; access to the emergency services provided by local 

government and or other public safety organizations, such as 911 and enhanced 911, to the extent 

14 Id, FN 11 
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the local government in an eligible carrier’s service area has implemented 911 or enhanced 911 

systems; and toll limitation services to qualifying low-income consumers in accordance with CFR 

§54.101.

i. Voice grade access to the public switched network

In its USF/ICC Transformation Order, the FCC modified the definition of a supported 

service to a technologically neutral approach, allowing companies to provision voice service over 

any platform, including the PSTN and IP networks15.  Thus, the FCC amended Section 54.101 to 

specify that the functionalities of eligible voice telephony services include voice grade access to 

the public switched network or its functional equivalent16.  The FCC further explained that 

increasingly “consumers are obtaining voice services not through traditional means but instead 

through interconnected VoIP providers offering service over broadband networks17.” 

Interconnected VoIP services “allow customers to make real-time voice calls to, and receive calls 

from, the PSTN, and increasingly appear to be viewed by consumers as substitutes for traditional 

voice telephone services”18.  Thus, the FCC concluded that its authority to promote universal 

services in this context “does not depend on whether interconnected VoIP services are 

telecommunications services or information services under the Communications Act19.”  

15 See In the Matter of Connect America Fund; A National Broadband Plan for Our Future; 
Establishing Just and reasonable Rates for Local Exchange Carriers; High-Cost Universal 
Service Support; Developing an Unified Intercarrier Compensation Regime; Federal State Joint 
Board on Universal Service; Lifeline and Link-Up; Universal Service Reform – Mobility Fund, 
26 FCC Rcd 17663, 17692-93 (2011) (“USF/ICC Transformation Order”). 
16 Id.; See also 47 C.F.R. §54.101(a). 

17 See USF/ICC Transformation Order, para 63. 

18 Id. 

19 Id. 
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W.A.T.C.H. will therefore provide voice grade access to the PSTN by providing interconnected 

VoIP service throughout the designated service area.   

ii. Minutes of Use

“Local Usage” means an amount of minutes of use of exchange services, prescribed by the 

FCC, provided for free of charge to end users.”20  The FCC has not specified a minimum amount 

of local usage that an ETC must offer.  W.A.T.C.H. will meet the local usage requirement by 

including local usage in its rate plans.  The company will comply with any minimum local usage 

requirements adopted by the FCC or this Commission.  

iii. Access to Emergency Services

ETCs are required to provide access to the emergency services provided by local 

government or other public safety organizations, such as 911 and enhanced 911 (“E911”), to the 

extent the local government in the ETC’s service area has implemented 911 or enhanced 911 

systems.  W.A.T.C.H. will provide access to emergency services by providing 911 and E911 for 

all of its customers to the extent that the local governments in its designated service areas have 

implemented 911 and E911.  Upon activation of the customer, W.A.T.C.H. will provide all 

customers with a notification containing clear instruction on the use of emergency services and 

limitations, if any, in their location.     

W.A.T.C.H. provides the customer address to provider Alianza.  Through an agreement 

with Alianza, Alianza will manage, provision, store 911 records and route calls to the correct 

PSAP.  W.A.T.C.H. VoIP service requires an Internet Protocal connection to the Alianza service 

20 See 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(2) 
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network and 120VAC power to function.  In the event of failure of the IP connection or local AC 

power, the service, including the E911 feature, will not function.  W.A.T.C.H. is not intended to 

be a nomadic or mobile service. The end users registered service address is the only location at 

which the subscriber is authorized to use the service.  The service will work if the ATA is moved 

to another location within the U.S. and connected to a public Internet connection; however, this is 

only authorized when the subscriber updates their service address prior to using the service at the 

new location by calling W.A.T.C.H. customer support.  W.A.T.C.H. service includes enhanced 

911 services.  When service is initially provisioned, and any time the subscribers service address 

is updated, the service location is automatically transmitted to a third party E911 provider who 

geocodes the address, associates it with a local public safety answering point (PSAP), provides an 

electronic positive affirmation of the address and stores the record on our behalf.  When a caller 

dials 911, the call is routed to the third party 911 provider and then from there to the local PSAP. 

The location information is transmitted in the call signaling to the local PSAP, and is visible to the 

operator in E911 enabled PSAPs.  In areas where an E911 service fee is imposed on the 

interconnected VoIP services by law, the fee is passed through to the end user and remitted to the 

local authority in accordance with applicable policy.  In addition to local fee pass through, 

W.A.T.C.H. charges a recovery fee of $1 to subscribers to offset the cost of providing the E911 

service.  W.A.T.C.H. will provide to the customer the detailed emergency services information 

and will receive an affirmative acknowledgement from the customer that they are aware and 

understand the 911 service and limitations it may have in their location. 
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iv. Toll Limitation for Qualifying Low-Income Consumers

W.A.T.C.H. does not distinguish between toll and non-toll for its voice offering.  To the 

extent W.A.T.C.H. offers a service that distinguishes between toll and non-toll calls, it will offer 

toll limitation to qualifying low-income consumers at no additional charge.  

W.A.T.C.H. will comply with the requirements of 47 USC 214(e)(1) 

W.A.T.C.H. commits to throughout its service area: A) offer supported services “either 

using its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale of another carrier’s services 

(including the services offered by another eligible telecommunications carrier)” and B) advertise 

the availability of such services and the charges therefor using media of general distribution. 

i. W.A.T.C.H. will use its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities
provided by another carrier to provide the supported services.

W.A.T.C.H. provides high-speed broadband and digital services to residential, commercial 

and enterprise customers utilizing a combination of unlicensed and licensed frequencies. 

W.A.T.C.H. has deployed a next generation fixed wireless network and targets rural markets 

outside of metropolitan areas that are either unserved or underserved.  W.A.T.C.H. owns and/or 

leases 2.5 Ghz licensed spectrum in Ohio.  Currently, W.A.T.C.H.  has non-exclusive 3.65 Ghz 

spectrum licenses in Ohio and Indiana with plans to expand into Illinois.  W.A.T.C.H.  may also 

participate in new spectrum offerings as available from the FCC.  W.A.T.C.H.  maintains a large 

fixed wireless broadband network in the region, providing high speed broadband and digital 

telephone services to residential, commercial and enterprise customers utilizing a combination of 

unlicensed and licensed frequencies.  W.A.T.C.H. has deployed a next generation fixed wireless 

network and targets rural markets outside of metropolitan areas that are either unserved or 

underserved.  With this robust fixed wireless network in place, VoIP customers will enjoy clear 



15

and reliable voice service.  The network is built with redundant paths to provide overall network 

stability. 

ii. W.A.T.C.H. will advertise the availability of its service throughout its service area.

W.A.T.C.H. will advertise availability of the Supported Services throughout its designated 

services areas using media of general distribution in a manner that is designated to reach those 

likely to qualify for such services.  W.A.T.C.H. agrees to comply with all form and content 

requirements, if any, promulgated by the FCC and the Commission in the future and required of 

all designated ETCs.   

W.A.T.C.H is currently working on its pricing model for the CAF Phase II auction 

territories.  Broadband service will be available to the highest speed.  The pricing structure will be 

comparable to the local urban rates as required by paragraph 18 of the Auction notice “Consistent 

with Section 254(b) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, the Commission emphasized 

that ETCs must offer voice telephone services at rates that are reasonably comparable to urban 

rates.”  For example, the voice 2018 Urban Average Monthly Rate (Rate Floor) is $25.50, therefore 

the reasonable comparability benchmark for voice services, two standard deviations above the 

urban average, is $45.38 as stated in DA 17-1093, released November 8, 2017.  For broadband, 

100 Mbps downstream and 20 Mbps upstream, the rate floor is $127.89 according to the notice. 
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W.A.T.C.H. will comply with the FCC’s additional eligibility criteria contained in 47 CFR 

47 §54.202 

W.A.T.C.H. certifies that it will comply with the service requirements applicable 
to the support that it receives; 

Upon designation as an ETC, W.A.T.C.H. will satisfy all consumer protection and 

service quality standards as provided in 47 CFR 47 §54.202(a)(3), as well as all applicable state 

specific consumer protection and service quality standards. 

W.A.T.C.H. will provision service that is able to remain functional in emergency 
situations within industry standards for VoIP services; 

             In accordance with 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(2), W.A.T.C.H. certifies to remaining 

functional in emergency situations, and certifies that the network over which our customers’ 

service is provided is capable of remaining functional in such situations. W.A.T.C.H. has 

demonstrated its ability to remain functional in emergency situations. Specifically, W.A.T.C.H. 

has contracted with underlying wholesale providers in multiple geographical locations served by 

varying power utility companies.  Additionally, each of these facilities have back-up power 

generation to ensure functionality without an external power source.   Via contracted and company 

owned locations, W.A.T.C.H. can reroute traffic around damaged facilities due to redundant fiber 

servicing each of its facilities.  Lastly, W.A.T.C.H.s’ network is engineered to manage traffic 

spikes resulting from emergency situations.  

Make Available Lifeline Service to Eligible Low-Income Consumers 

Upon designation as an ETC and receipt of the Phase II Auction Order, W.A.T.C.H. will 

make available to qualified low-income consumers a discounted service offering that meets all 

applicable Lifeline requirements, as required by 47 CFR 47 §54.405(a).  Eligible Lifeline 
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subscribers will receive a credit of $9.25 or any such amount as defined by the Lifeline Program 

rules.     

Designation of W.A.T.C.H. as an ETC is within the public interest 

Designation of W.A.T.C.H. as an ETC will serve the public interest by facilitating the 

FCC’s goal of developing voice and broadband networks in rural, high-cost areas.  Under the 1996 

Act, “upon request and consistent with public interest, convenience and necessity” the state 

commission shall “designate more than one common carrier as an eligible telecommunications 

carrier for a service area designated” by the state commission.21  Before such a designation, the 

state commission shall find that the designation is in the public interest.22  In its 2005 ETC Order, 

the FCC determined that the benefits of increased consumer choice, and the unique advantages of 

the applicant’s service offerings are components of a public interest analysis.23  

Expedited designation of W.A.T.C.H. will serve the public interest by ensuring that 

W.A.T.C.H. is eligible to receive federal USF support, including through the FCC’s high-cost 

programs.  W.A.T.C.H. will use this funding to directly advance the FCC’s goal of deploying voice 

and broadband-capable networks in rural, high cost areas while ensuring that rural consumers and 

anchor institutions benefit from innovations in communications technology.  In particular, 

W.A.T.C.H. will use federal USF support to expand access to high-speed quality broadband and 

voice provided through interconnected VoIP.  These advanced communications services will 

21 See 47 C.F.R. 54.201(c).   

22 Id.   

23 See In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Report and Order, CC 
Docket No. 96-45, FCC 05-46, 20 FCC Rcd 6371, 6389 (rel. Mar. 15, 2005) (“2005 ETC 
Order”).   
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provide important connectivity to residents and business, and are a unique alternative to services 

provided by traditional wireline carriers within the W.A.T.C.H. designated service area.  

 Designation Wof .A.T.C.H. as an ETC is also in the public interest because it will promote 

increased competitive choice, thereby increasing innovation and incenting other carriers to 

improve their existing networks in order to remain competitive.  This will result in greater access 

to high-speed broadband and voice services, as well as improved service quality for residents of 

underserved communities.  W.A.T.C.H.’s services will provide consumers with additional choices 

in communications service providers, as well as a variety of service offerings at competitive rates. 

A.T.C.H. 
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W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
Exhibit A 
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W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
Exhibit B 

NOT APPLICABLE 
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W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
Exhibit C 

W.A.T.C.H. will provision service that is able to remain functional in emergency situations  

In accordance with 47 C.F.R. § 54.202(a)(2), W.A.T.C.H. certifies to remaining functional 

in emergency situations, and certifies that the network over which our customers’ service is 

provided is capable of remaining functional in such situations.  W.A.T.C.H. has demonstrated its 

ability to remain functional in emergency situations.  Specifically, W.A.T.C.H. has contracted with 

underlying wholesale providers in multiple geographical locations served by varying power utility 

companies.  Additionally, each of these facilities has back-up power generation to ensure 

functionality without an external power source.  Via contracted and company owned locations, 

W.A.T.C.H. can reroute traffic around damaged facilities due to redundant fiber servicing each of 

its facilities.  Lastly, W.A.T.C.H.’s network is engineered to manage traffic spikes resulting from 

emergency situations. 
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W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
Exhibit D 

Local Usage Plan 

“Local Usage” means an amount of minutes of use of exchange services, prescribed by the FCC, 

provided for free of charge to end users.  The FCC has not specified a minimum amount of local 

usage that an ETC must offer.  W.A.T.C.H. will meet the local usage requirement by including 

local usage in its rate plans.  The company will comply with any minimum local usage 

requirements adopted by the FCC or this Commission.  
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W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
Exhibit E 

Designation of W.A.T.C.H. as an ETC is within the public interest 

Designation of W.A.T.C.H. as an ETC will serve the public interest by facilitating the 

FCC’s goal of developing voice and broadband networks in rural, high-cost areas.  Under the 

1996 Act, “upon request and consistent with public interest, convenience and necessity” the state 

commission shall “designate more than one common carrier as an eligible telecommunications 

carrier for a service area designated” by the state commission.28  Before such a designation, the 

state commission shall find that the designation is in the public interest.29  In its 2005 ETC 

Order, the FCC determined that the benefits of increased consumer choice, and the unique 

advantages of the applicant’s service offerings are components of a public interest analysis.30  

Expedited designation of W.A.T.C.H. will serve the public interest by ensuring that 

W.A.T.C.H. is eligible to receive federal USF support, including through the FCC’s high-cost 

programs.  W.A.T.C.H. will use this funding to directly advance the FCC’s goal of deploying voice 

and broadband-capable networks in rural, high cost areas while ensuring that rural consumers and 

anchor institutions benefit from innovations in communications technology.  In particular, 

W.A.T.C.H. will use federal USF support to expand access to high-speed quality broadband and 

voice provided through interconnected VoIP.  These advanced communications services will 

28 See 47 C.F.R. 54.201(c).   

29 Id.   

30 See In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Report and Order, CC 
Docket No. 96-45, FCC 05-46, 20 FCC Rcd 6371, 6389 (rel. Mar. 15, 2005) (“2005 ETC 
Order”).   
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provide important connectivity to residents and business, and are a unique alternative to services 

provided by traditional wireline carriers within the W.A.T.C.H. designated service area.  

 Designation of W.A.T.C.H. as an ETC is also in the public interest because it will promote 

increased competitive choice, thereby increasing innovation and incenting other carriers to 

improve their existing networks in order to remain competitive.  This will result in greater access 

to high-speed broadband and voice services, as well as improved service quality for residents of 

underserved communities.  W.A.T.C.H.’s services will provide consumers with additional choices 

in communications service providers, as well as a variety of service offerings at competitive rates. 
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W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
Exhibit F 

W.A.T.C.H. will utilize similar language as BRT utilizes.  See BRT Advertising below. 
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W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
Exhibit G 
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W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
Exhibit H 

Benton Ridge Telephone Company ETC from the State of Ohio
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30
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Benton Ridge Telephone Company Certificate of Authority from the State of IN 
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W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
Exhibit I 

Phase II Auction Order Reference assignment of auction funds 
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W.A.T.C.H. TV COMPANY 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 
Exhibit J 

W.A.T.C.H. designated Census Block Groups 

CBG State County CBG State County
390030106001 OH Allen 390375101001 OH Darke
390030106002 OH Allen 390375101002 OH Darke
390030106003 OH Allen 390375101004 OH Darke
390030106004 OH Allen 390375201001 OH Darke
390030139003 OH Allen 390375201002 OH Darke
390110405001 OH Auglaize 390375301004 OH Darke
390110405002 OH Auglaize 390375401001 OH Darke
390110405004 OH Auglaize 390375501002 OH Darke
390110406003 OH Auglaize 390375601001 OH Darke
390110406004 OH Auglaize 390375601002 OH Darke
390110409001 OH Auglaize 390375601003 OH Darke
390110410001 OH Auglaize 390375601004 OH Darke
390110411002 OH Auglaize 390375601006 OH Darke
390110411003 OH Auglaize 390375601007 OH Darke
390339741001 OH Crawford 390375701011 OH Darke
390339741002 OH Crawford 390375701012 OH Darke
390339741004 OH Crawford 390375701013 OH Darke
390339742001 OH Crawford 390375701021 OH Darke
390339742002 OH Crawford 390375701024 OH Darke
390339742003 OH Crawford 390650007001 OH Hardin
390339742004 OH Crawford 390779159003 OH Huron
390339746003 OH Crawford 390779161001 OH Huron
390339747001 OH Crawford 390779161002 OH Huron
390339747002 OH Crawford 390779161003 OH Huron
390339747004 OH Crawford 390779162004 OH Huron
390339748002 OH Crawford 390779163004 OH Huron
390339749001 OH Crawford 390779164001 OH Huron
390339752001 OH Crawford 390779164003 OH Huron
390339753003 OH Crawford 390910039003 OH Logan
390375001001 OH Darke 390910043001 OH Logan
390375001002 OH Darke 390910043002 OH Logan
390375001003 OH Darke 391010101002 OH Marion
390375001004 OH Darke 391010102011 OH Marion
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CBG State County CBG State County
391010103003 OH Marion 391354701021 OH Preble
391010103005 OH Marion 391354701023 OH Preble
391010105002 OH Marion 391354801001 OH Preble
391010105003 OH Marion 391390023002 OH Richland
391079673001 OH Mercer 391390023003 OH Richland
391079673004 OH Mercer 391390023005 OH Richland
391079674002 OH Mercer 391390025004 OH Richland
391079674004 OH Mercer 391390028001 OH Richland
391079677001 OH Mercer 391390028002 OH Richland
391079679002 OH Mercer 391390028003 OH Richland
391079679004 OH Mercer 391479625002 OH Seneca
391079680001 OH Mercer 391479625003 OH Seneca
391079680004 OH Mercer 391479625004 OH Seneca
391093150022 OH Miami 391479638002 OH Seneca
391093153006 OH Miami 391479638004 OH Seneca
391093201001 OH Miami 391499714002 OH Shelby
391093301003 OH Miami 391499714003 OH Shelby
391093401001 OH Miami 391499715001 OH Shelby
391093401002 OH Miami 391499715002 OH Shelby
391093501003 OH Miami 391499715003 OH Shelby
391093650002 OH Miami 391499716001 OH Shelby
391093901002 OH Miami 391499716002 OH Shelby
391130302001 OH Montgomery 391499716003 OH Shelby
391130601001 OH Montgomery 391499717001 OH Shelby
391130601002 OH Montgomery 391499717003 OH Shelby
391131501003 OH Montgomery 391499722004 OH Shelby
391131501004 OH Montgomery 391499723001 OH Shelby
391179650001 OH Morrow 391499723004 OH Shelby
391179650002 OH Morrow 391590501002 OH Union
391179650003 OH Morrow 391590502002 OH Union
391179653005 OH Morrow 391590502004 OH Union
391354101001 OH Preble 391610202001 OH Van Wert
391354201001 OH Preble 391759380001 OH Wyandot
391354301001 OH Preble 391759380002 OH Wyandot
391354301002 OH Preble 391759382001 OH Wyandot
391354401002 OH Preble 391759382002 OH Wyandot
391354501001 OH Preble 391759382003 OH Wyandot
391354501002 OH Preble 391759383001 OH Wyandot
391354601001 OH Preble 391759384002 OH Wyandot
391354601002 OH Preble 391759385001 OH Wyandot
391354601003 OH Preble 391759385002 OH Wyandot
391354701012 OH Preble 391759385003 OH Wyandot
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W.A.T.C.H. designated Census Block Groups Map 
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