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BEFORE 

THE OHIO POWER SITING BOARD 

 

In the Matter of the   ) 

Application of    ) 

SENECA WIND, LLC   ) 

for a Certificate of    ) 

Environmental Compatibility  ) 

and Public Need for a   ) 

Wind-Powered Electric   )  Case No. 18-488-EL-BGN 

Generating Facility in   ) 

Seneca County, Ohio   ) 

 

PETITION TO INTERENE BY 

STEVE C SHUFF 

 

 Pursuant to Revised Code 4906.08(A)(3) and Ohio Administrative Code 

(“OAC”) Rule 4906-2-12(A)(2), Steve C. Shuff (“Shuff”) respectfully petitions the 

Ohio Power Siting Board (“OPSB” or “Board”), or its Administrative Law Judge 

(“ALJ”), for an order granting his intervention as a party in this proceeding.   

A memorandum in support of this petition is attached.  

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      /s/ STEVE C. SHUFF_________________ 

      Steve C. Shuff 

      91 E. TR 1178 

      Tiffin, OH 44883 

      Telephone: (419) 618-6869 

      E-Mail:  SShuff@foreignjourneys.com 

      Petitioner 

 

  

mailto:SShuff@foreignjourneys.com
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Memorandum in Support 

of Petition to Intervene 

 

A.  Introduction 

 On July 16 2018 Seneca Wind LLC (“Applicant”) filed its application for a 

certificate of environmental compatibility and public need to construct an 85-

turbine wind-powered electric generation facility (the “Project”) in Seneca County, 

Ohio.  On October 15, 2018, the Board entered a notice deeming the Application to 

be complete and directing Applicant to serve the completed Application pursuant 

to OAC 4906-3-07.  Applicant served the complete Application and delivered 

proper notice.  From this notice, the Petitioner filed his petition.   

 Shuff’s personal residence is within the proposed Project area.     

 Shuff has a financial interest in a public steakhouse restaurant (Ironwood) 

that is within or directly abuts the proposed Project area.   

 Shuff is a long-time member of Mohawk Golf and Country Club that is 

within the proposed Project area.   

 Shuff is entitled to intervene in this proceeding.   

B.  Intervention Standard 

 Shuff meets all requirements for intervention in these proceedings under 

OAC Rule 4906-2-12(A)(2) and 4906-2-12(B)(1).   
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 (1) Shuff is a life-time resident of Seneca County.  He lives in Eden 

Township.  He lives within the proposed Project area.  He has a financial interest in 

a public steakhouse restaurant that is within or directly abuts the proposed Project 

area.  He is a long-time member of Mohawk Golf and Country Club that is within 

the proposed Project area.   

 Shuff has important interests to protect in this proceeding: 

a. Noise in excess of WHO 40 dBA Health Threshold   

b. Excessive Shadow Flicker 

c. Marring of Local Viewsheds 

d. Diminution of property values 

e. Killing of migratory birds, bald eagles and bats 

 

 

Shuff intends to produce as a witness one of the leading experts in the field 

of wildlife management who has spent over 32 years as a wildlife biologist with 

the Ohio Division of Wildlife.  Shuff intends to address the severe environmental 

impact these industrial wind turbines would cause.    

Shuff asserts that the Board should do no harm to the residents living in the 

proposed project.  The Board’s review should include the following issues and 

considerations:   

a. Number of people per square mile residing in the proposed Project  

b. Proper leases from all residents within the proposed Project.  

c. Trespass zoning since Eden Township is zoned for its residents’ health, 

safety and welfare.   
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d. The unconstitutional taking of property by the Applicant.   

These issues need to be raised in this proceeding and preserved for the record.   

(2) Shuff’s interests are not already adequately represented by existing 

parties.   

 Seneca County, by a majority vote of its County Commissioners, have 

indicated in public meetings its decision to intervene in the Proceeding and support 

the Application.   

 Eden Township, by a majority vote of its Trustees, passed a resolution on 

November 5, 2018 to intervene in this proceeding and oppose the pending 

Application.   

 (3) Shuff would contribute to a just and expeditious resolution of the 

issues involved and would not unduly delay the Proceeding or unjustly prejudice 

an existing party.   

 Shuff is a duly licensed attorney in the State of Ohio since November 1978.  

Shuff currently serves as a common pleas court Judge.  A position he has held for 

nearly 20 years.  Prior to this public service, Shuff was the Seneca County 

Prosecuting Attorney and assistant county prosecuting attorney (1978 – 1988).  

Shuff is familiar with the applicable Revised Code and OAC rules applicable to 

this Proceeding.   
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 Shuff will be bound by all the Board’s determinations and would abide by 

all Board deadlines.  Shuff will present his evidence in a clear and concise manner.  

C.  Conclusion 

Shuff further states that this intervention should be allowed so that the 

positions of all persons with a real and substantial interest in the proceedings can 

be considered.  See, Ohio Consumers’ Counsel v. Pub. Util. Comm.  111 Ohio St. 

3d 384 (2006) at §20. 

 For the foregoing reasons, Shuff requests the Board to grant this Petition to 

Intervene.   

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      /s/ STEVE C. SHUFF_________________ 

      Steve C. Shuff 

      91 E. TR 1178 

      Tiffin, OH 44883 

      Telephone: (419) 618-6869 

      E-Mail:  SShuff@foreignjourneys.com 

      Petitioner 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 The Ohio Power Siting Board’s e-filing system will electronically serve 

notice of the filing of this document on the parties referenced in the service list of 

the docket card who have electronically subscribed to this case.   

 

 

      /s/ STEVE C. SHUFF_________________ 

      Steve C Shuff 
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