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 Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 

Memo 
To:  Docketing Division 

From: Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, Rail Division 

Cc:  PUCO Legal Department 

Date: 9/12/18 

Re: PUCO Case No. 18-1420-RR-FED- In the Matter of a Request for the 
Installation of Active Warning Devices at the Norfolk Southern Railway Crossing, 
Essick Road/TR 704 DOT#544-878J, in Columbiana County, Ohio. 
 

 

On March 19, 2018, the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) authorized 
funding for Norfolk Southern Railway to install active warning devices at Essick 
Road/TR 704 DOT#544-878J in Tuscarawas County, Ohio. The crossing was 
surveyed, on October 13, 2017, and found to warrant the upgrade. The electric utility 
provider for this crossing is Ohio Edison-First Energy Corp. 
 
The project will be paid for with federal funds and is actual cost. The plans and estimates 
in the amount of $324,669.00 have been approved. Construction may commence at once.  
Staff requests a Finding & Order with completion of the project in twelve months. 
Staff requests that the following language be incorporated in the Finding & Order: 
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices 
will be completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible 
for this work. This work includes, but is not limited to: 
 

• Any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as designed and 
visible to the roadway user, and 

 
• MUTCD compliance, including minor roadway work if necessary. 
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 Please serve the following parties of record:

 

 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
Kurt Young 
Public Projects Engineer 
1200 Peachtree Street NE 
Box 123 
Atlanta, GA 30309-3597 
 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
Cayela Wimberly 
Director Grade Crossing Safety 
1200 Peachtree Street NE 
Atlanta, GA 30309-3597 
 
Eastman & Smith LTD. 
Casey Talbott 
Attorney for Norfolk Southern 
One SeaGate 24th Floor 
P.O. Box 10032 
Toledo, OH  43699-0032 
 
Ohio Rail Development Commission 
Cathy Stout 
Safety Manager 
1980 West Broad Street 
Mail Stop #3140 
Columbus, OH 43223 
 
Columbiana County Engineer 
William Helscel 
Chief Deputy Engineer 
235 S. Market Street 
Lisbon, OH  44432 
 
West Township, Columbiana County 
Trustees 
8610 Knox School Road 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Ohio Edison- First Energy Corp. 

 









18 -Jul -18 

Detailed Estimate for Grade Crossing Warning Devices 

City/State: HOMEWORTH, OH 

MilePost: RD -56.87 

State Proj. No.: PID 107031 

S&E Proj. No.: 10.3194 

Man Days: 168 

Road: ESSICK RD (TR 703) 

DOT/AAR: 544878J 

County: COLUMBIANA 

File Number: 

***Purchases - Others*** 

Meals and Lodging: $22,979.98 

Rental of Equipment: $31,413.55 

(2 Trucks, 1 Backhoe w/ Trailer 
and 1 Pipe -Pusher for 28 Days) 

Construction Supervision Vehicle: $4,805.22 

Purchases - Other Total: $59,198.75 

***Material And Additives*** 

Material Cost: $111,883.00 

Sales and Use Tax: $8,951.00 

Material Handling Freight: $11,188.29 

Material Total: $132,022.29 

***Labor And Additives*** 

Labor Cost: $54,096.00 

(6 man crew at $1,932.00 a day for: 28 days) 

Payroll Tax & Overheads: $46,122.25 

Preliminary Engineering: $17,427.79 

Construction Supervision: $15,801.44 

Labor Total: $133,447.48 

Project Cost: $324,668.52 

Scrap / Salvage Credit: $0.00 

Project Total: $324,669.00 

Estimated on: 18 -Jul -18 

Estimate valid for 1 year from date of estimate 

Estimated by: q2suj 
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Asim Z. Haque, Chairman 

180 East Broad Street (614) 466-3016 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 www.PUCO.ohio.gov 
 
  An equal opportunity employer and service provider 

Commissioners 
 

M. Beth Trombold 
Thomas W. Johnson 

Lawrence K. Friedeman 
Daniel R. Conway 

 
 

 
      December 27, 2017 
 
 
 
 

Norfolk Southern Railroad 
Mr. Stephen Klinger 
Administrator Highway Grade Crossing Improvements 
1200 Peachtree Street 
Atlanta, GA  30309-3597 
 

RE: Bayard Road/TR 703 DOT#544-856J 
 Essick Road/TR 704 DOT#544-878J 

Columbiana County 
Hereinafter referred to as the 
“Projects” 

 
Dear Mr. Klinger: 
 
     The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) has identified and the Ohio Rail 
Development Commission (ORDC) surveyed, on October 13, 2017, the above mentioned grade 
crossings for warning device upgrades. The locations have been approved for flashing lights and 
roadway gates.  
 
     The Projects shall comply with Agreement No. 17450, dated December 19, 2012, entered into 
by the State of Ohio and Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NS). Furthermore, the 
RAILROAD shall comply with all applicable state and federal laws governing grade crossing 
safety programs. 
 
      Reimbursable costs will be limited by ORDC based upon approved estimates and bid 
tabulations, if applicable. These limits will be quantified by the ORDC in its construction 
authorization to the RAILROAD and may be amended by the ORDC based upon revised 
estimates and bid tabulations. Additional costs must be approved in writing by the ORDC prior 
to being incurred. Emergency verbal authorizations by ORDC may be permitted but must be 
confirmed in writing within ten (10) business days of the verbal approval. 
 
      The RAILROAD shall complete plans and estimates for the Projects within ninety (90) days 
after the RAILROAD is notified of authorization to proceed unless otherwise agreed by 
ORDC/PUCO and the RAILROAD. 
 
       The RAILROAD shall not commence construction prior to PUCO’s Order or ORDC’s 
construction authorization. The RAILROAD shall provide written notification of the 
construction start date to PUCO and ORDC no later than five (5) business days prior to such 
date. 





















This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

9/13/2018 9:18:29 AM

in

Case No(s). 18-1420-RR-FED

Summary: Application In the Matter of a Request for the Installation of Active Warning Devices
at the Norfolk Southern Railway Crossing, Essick Road/TR 704 DOT#544-878J, in
Columbiana County, Ohio. electronically filed by Mrs. Jill A Henry on behalf of PUCO/Rail
Division
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