
Public comment 16-1871-EL-BGN 

 

From: Xiangwu Zeng [mailto:xxz16@case.edu]  

Sent: Saturday, July 21, 2018 9:01 PM 

To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 

Subject: Case Number: 16-1871- EL-BGN Icebreaker Windpower 

 

Dear Ohio Power Siting Board, 

 

I am writing to show my strong support for the Icebreaker Project. It is an innovative project that will 

bring significant benefits to the region as stated by many supporters during the recent public hearing in 

Cleveland in areas such as: jobs, reducing pollution, R&D credentials, and future opportunities for 

manufacturing, construction, design and engineering services. 

 

I am very surprised by the comments of some of the opponents to the project. We all care about the 

environment and the potential risks involved with the project. This is why the project has gone through 

thorough engineering research and permit evaluations. However, as engineers we understand that all 

projects have risks and we need to evaluate the benefits of a project while minimize the risks. Many of 

the opposing comments used pseudo science and scaring tactics to misinform public about the project. 

Here are a few examples: 

 

1. Killing birds: Yes, wind turbines can kill birds. But according to some scientific peer reviewed studies, 

skyscrapers kill many times more birds each year yet we do not stop building them because of that. In 

addition, domestic cats kill hundreds of times more birds each year. We have not heard anyone 

demanding elimination of all domestic cats. Yes, the project should do the best to minimize this but to 

say the project should not be approved is just wrong. 

2. Oil leaking into the Lake: again, this is trying to scare people. There are thousands of boats in the lake 

at any given time. If a large boat sinks, the oil it leaks is far more than the amount caused by all the wind 

turbines fail. Yet, no one would demand the ban of boats on the lake because of the potential oil leak. 

We should consider the probability of such risk and quantify the possible damage while at the same time 

consider the benefits the project will bring. Just to state that there is the possibility of oil leak into the 

lake does not meet the basic criteria for a scientific reasoning. 

3. Disturb the sediments in the Lake: during the construction of a wind turbine, there will be some 

disturbance to the lakebed but the scope and duration is small. A large cargo ship moving in the Lake 

and the river creates far more disturbance. Yet we have not heard anyone saying that we should ban 

large cargo ship in the Lake. 

mailto:contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov
mailto:xxz16@case.edu


4. Noise pollution: the wind turbines will be so far off in the Lake that no one will hear any noise from 

them. My office is about 200 feet away from a wind turbine. I, as well as hundreds of students, faculty, 

and staff in the vicinity of the turbine have ever complained about the noise.  

 

In conclusion, I believe that based on scientific and engineering evidences, this project will have 

minimum environmental impacts while bring significant benefits to the region. I urge that the board 

approve the project without delay. 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

David Zeng 

  

 

--  

David Zeng, Ph.D. 

Frank H. Neff Professor and Chair 

Dept. of Civil Engineering 

Case Western Reserve University 

10900 Euclid Avenue 

Cleveland, OH44106-7201 

Associate Editor, ASCE Journal of Aerospace Engineering 

Director, The SENCER Great Lakes Center for Innovation 

Phone: 216-368-2923; Fax: 216-368-5229 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Patricia A. Marida [mailto:patmarida@outlook.com]  

Sent: Saturday, July 21, 2018 12:22 PM 

To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 

Subject: Icebreaker Wind 

 

YES, we need wind.  It’s cheaper. It creates more jobs.  The jobs are safer.  It’s less polluting to the air 

than fossil fuels. It doesn’t emit greenhouse gases, which are an existential threat to humanity.  

 It doesn’t have to be guarded and it doesn’t produce radioactive waste that will be with us essentially 

forever.   

 

Patricia A. Marida 

Columbus, OH  
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Jonathan Hren [mailto:jonhren@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, July 21, 2018 10:48 AM 
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 
Subject: 16-1871- EL-BGN  
 
Hello 
 
I am in support of the icebreaker wind turbine project. This project will bring jobs and clean energy to 
our region. We are in dire need of clean energy options! Please approve the project.  
 
Jonathan Hren 
Sent from my iPhone 
216-403-0886 
 
3220 Warrington Road 
Shaker Heights OH 44120 
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From: jwest@ameritech.net [mailto:jwest@ameritech.net]  

Sent: Saturday, July 21, 2018 7:49 AM 

To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 

Cc: jwest@ameritech.net 

Subject: LEEDCo Icebreaker Project 

 

July 20, 2018  

 

Asim Z. Haque, Chairman 

The Ohio Power Siting Board 

180 East Broad Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

Dear Chairman Haque: 

 

I am writing to express opposition to LEEDCo’s Icebreaker project to construct an “experimental” wind 

energy facility in the Central Basin of Lake Erie, offshore Cleveland, with the expressed goal and 

apparent public, political, and commercial expectation of an additional build-out of upwards of 1,500 

turbines.  

 

The coastal areas and open waters of Lake Erie are well documented as a major migration corridor and 

stopover habitat for millions of migratory birds in spring and fall, including Endangered and Threatened 

species such as Kirtland’s Warbler (federally endangered), Piping Plover (federally endangered), and 

Common Tern (state endangered).  

 

The shoreline habitat along Lake Erie serves as a crucial connecting point between avian wintering and 

breeding grounds. In addition, the open waters of Lake Erie are crucial habitat for millions of water birds 

such as ducks, loons, and gulls that utilize the area for resting and feeding during migration and in 

winter. These shores and waters are such an important confluence for birds that the entire Central Basin 

of Lake Erie is designated as a Globally Important Bird Area (GIBA).  

 

I support the position of Black Swamp Bird Observatory (BSBO)—an Ohio-based organization with more 

than 30 years of migratory bird monitoring knowledge and expertise—that the pre-construction studies 

did a very poor job of assessing the potential impacts to birds. I also support BSBO’s request that the 

OPSB revise the Staff Report to address the concerns the Observatory raised about that document.  

 

A known threat to birds and bats, any wind energy development should be held to the highest level of 

scrutiny and the most rigorous scientific methodology. And with weak pre-construction studies--and no 

feasible method of studying post-construction mortality over open water--Icebreaker should not be 

approved.  

 

While I do support the need to develop renewable energy solutions as a means to address climate 

change, a Globally Important Bird Area is not the place for wind energy development. I implore the Ohio 
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Power Siting Board to be on the right side of history, and set a precedent for respecting and protecting 

our most bird sensitive areas and the tremendous asset birds and birding represent for Ohio.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Julie West 

Cleveland Heights OH 44106 

 

 

Sent via my Samsung Galaxy, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Sandy Lawrence [mailto:sandy.george.lawrence@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 8:36 PM 

To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 

Subject: Icebreaker Windpower 

 

I am delighted to have a chance to submit a follow-up comment concerning this offshore wind energy project near Cleveland, 

identified on your docket at the OPSB as 16-1871- EL-BGN. 

 

America benefits from a particularly powerful wind resource.  In 2014 the US DOE + American Wind Energy Associateion 

estimated that the national potential is in fact 10 times the current electricity consumption of the entire country. 

 

In 2017 the combined wind farms of the United States produced six percent of our electricity + the proportion is rising.  Both 

wind + solar energy are following virtuous cost curves, due to technologic advances, a learning curve, + of course advantages of 

scale.   

 

Americans love wind power.  In a June 2018 poll by ABC News + Resources for the Future 81 percent of respondents supported 

tax breaks for water, wind + solar energy. 

 

The US Bureau of Labor Statistics project that from 2016 to 2026 wind turbine technician + solar installers will be the two 

fastest growing job categories.  And the made-in-USA manufacturing proportion has been maintained at over 70 

percent.   Manufacturing, jobs, what is not to like? 

 

For individuals concerned about navigation + fishing, simply look at the precedent in the Gulf of Mexico, with approximately 

3,500 oil + gas drilling + production platforms.  Put the turbines on maps, stay out of navigation lanes, light them at night. 

 

The Block Island wind farm off the coast of Rhode Island was the first martime offshore installation in our country.  Ohio should 

have the first freshwater offshore project completed.  Would certainly make me want to come visit Ohio for the chance to see 

them once commissioned + producing clean energy.  Of course, the fact that one of my daughters lives in Wooster may be a 

rationale as well. 

 

I was an academic physician in California + currently live in Washington State, plus I lecture on energy systems, the climate + re-

engineering the grid.  Boy, am I excited about this project. 

 

       

      Sandy [George] Lawrence, MD, FAAFP 
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From: Thomas Kuenzli [mailto:tkuenzli@gmail.com]  

Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 6:03 PM 

To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 

Subject: LEEDCo’s Icebreaker project 

 

July 20, 2018  

Asim Z. Haque, Chairman 

The Ohio Power Siting Board 

180 East Broad Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Dear Chairman Haque: 

I am writing to express opposition to LEEDCo’s Icebreaker project to construct an 

“experimental” wind energy facility in the Central Basin of Lake Erie, offshore Cleveland, with 

the expressed goal and apparent public, political, and commercial expectation of an additional 

build-out of upwards of 1,500 turbines.  

The coastal areas and open waters of Lake Erie are well documented as a major migration 

corridor and stopover habitat for millions of migratory birds in spring and fall, including 

Endangered and Threatened species such as Kirtland’s Warbler (federally endangered), Piping 

Plover (federally endangered), and Common Tern (state endangered).  

The shoreline habitat along Lake Erie serves as a crucial connecting point between avian 

wintering and breeding grounds. In addition, the open waters of Lake Erie are crucial habitat for 

millions of water birds such as ducks, loons, and gulls that utilize the area for resting and 

feeding during migration and in winter. These shores and waters are such an important 

confluence for birds that the entire Central Basin of Lake Erie is designated as a Globally 

Important Bird Area (GIBA).  

I support the position of Black Swamp Bird Observatory (BSBO)—an Ohio-based organization 

with more than 30 years of migratory bird monitoring knowledge and expertise—that the pre-

construction studies did a very poor job of assessing the potential impacts to birds. I also 

support BSBO’s request that the OPSB revise the Staff Report to address the concerns the 

Observatory raised about that document.  

A known threat to birds and bats, any wind energy development should be held to the highest 

level of scrutiny and the most rigorous scientific methodology. And with weak pre-construction 

studies--and no feasible method of studying post-construction mortality over open water--

Icebreaker should not be approved.  

While I do support the need to develop renewable energy solutions as a means to address 

climate change, a Globally Important Bird Area is not the place for wind energy development. I 

implore the Ohio Power Siting Board to be on the right side of history, and set a precedent for 

respecting and protecting our most bird sensitive areas and the tremendous asset birds and 

birding represent for Ohio.  

 

For the past 10 years I have enjoyed the birding at MaGee Marsh and the surrounding area every May 

for migration, please do the right thing? 
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Sincerely, 

 

Thomas E. Kuenzli  

2411 Tawhee Dr. 

Apt 208  

Fitchburg, Wisconsin  53711 

 

... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



-----Original Message----- 
From: DanielNelson [mailto:dmnelson@roadrunner.com]  
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 2:19 PM 
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 
Subject: case 16-1871-El-BEN Icebreaker Windpower 
 
I am writing to indicate my strong support for the Icebreaker project. It has been carefully planned, will 
have a enormously positive effect both in providing carbon-free power and in showing that Ohio is not 
always behind the 8 ball, and can be the first step toward demonstrating the importance of offshore 
wind generation even in areas with no access to the oceans. There is no legitimate reason not to 
expedite this significant undertaking. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Daniel Nelson 
970 N. Hametown Rd 
Akron, OH 44333 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: kennpaprocki@msn.com [mailto:webmaster@puc.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 11:39 AM 
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 
Subject: OPSB-ContactUs 
 
Submitted: Jul 20, 2018 11:38 AM  
 
RENDER: server 
RESPONSECHART: 0 
CONTACT_REASON: Comment, 
TITLE: Mr. 
FIRST_NAME: Kenn 
LAST_NAME: Paprocki 
EMAIL: kennpaprocki@msn.com 
PHONE_NUMBER: 440-309-8064 
ALTERNATIVE_PHONE_NUMBER: 614-555-5555 
STREET_ADDRESS1: 102 Mariners Circle 
STREET_ADDRESS2: Apt. B 
CITY: Sheffield Lake 
STATE: OH 
ZIP: 44054 
COUNTY: Lorain 
COUNTRY: USA 
COMPANY_NAME:  
CASE_NUMBER: Environmental consultants 
COMMENTS: We are opposed to the turbines, for all the reasons that other organizations are stating to 
you in these hearings. 
No cost savings, wildlife, boating hazards, looks, etc. There is no reason that these should be put in a 
lake at a cost of seven times what it would cost on land, not even the cost of keeping them  running is 
included. 
Kenn Paprocki 
Vice commadore  Beaver Park Yacht Club 
Rear commander  GCBA 
Boater for over 50 years  
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-----Original Message----- 
From: newlinn09@gmail.com [mailto:webmaster@puc.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 7:57 AM 
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 
Subject: OPSB-ContactUs 
 
Submitted: Jul 20, 2018 7:57 AM  
 
RENDER: server 
RESPONSECHART: 0 
CONTACT_REASON: Comment, 
TITLE: Mrs. 
FIRST_NAME: Linda 
LAST_NAME: New 
EMAIL: newlinn09@gmail.com 
PHONE_NUMBER: 4404270449 
ALTERNATIVE_PHONE_NUMBER: 614-555-5555 
STREET_ADDRESS1: 26367 Locust Drive 
STREET_ADDRESS2:  
CITY: Olmsted Falls 44238 
STATE: OH 
ZIP: 44138 
COUNTY: Cuyahoga 
COUNTRY: USA 
COMPANY_NAME: 16-1871-EL-BGN 
CASE_NUMBER:  
COMMENTS: Nine years ago, LEEDCo, a non-profit public-private partnership was formed to develop the 
off-shore wind potential on Lake Erie.  Their goals were to create local, sustainable jobs, to boost our 
economy, to help protect our clean air and drinkable water, and to build a renewable wind energy 
industry in the Great Lakes region.   
 
A lease was executed; funding was secured; multiple environmental impact studies by the US 
Department of Energy, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
Cleveland Water Department, and many other organizations concluded that the project will result in no 
significant environmental impacts; open houses and public comment periods have been taking place for 
2 years.  The Power Siting Board has been reviewing this application since November of 2017.    
 
While this lengthy review process has continued with one hurdle after another, oil and gas have 
continued to burn.  Toxins have been poured into our air from the drilling and burning of fossil fuels, 
heavy metals have continued to be spilled into our water, and our soil has become laced with 
carcinogens.     In this year alone, ETP and Sunoco were issued six stop work orders by state agencies 
due to  violations of laws that were designed to protect our rivers, our wetlands, our drinking water, and 
public safety.  Yet construction of pipelines continues.  No one is stopping them. 
 
In April 2017 the Rover Pipeline spilled 2 million gallons of drilling fluids into pristine wetlands near the 
Tuscarawas River in Stark County.  Still pipeline construction continued.   
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ETP's Rover pipeline spilled another 150,000 gallons of drilling fluid in January 2018.  Over the past two 
years, the Rover pipeline has committed more dangerous violations of public safety laws than any other 
interstate gas pipeline. Yet, drilling and construction of pipelines continues to damage the air, water, 
and soil in Ohio, threatening our communities, wildlife, and the environment in which we live.  
 
There is no safe way to extract and burn fossil fuels.   
 
Ohio now has an opportunity move away from oil and gas and to launch the first offshore freshwater 
wind project in North America. Lake Erie holds enough wind energy to power our state with safe, 
sustainably generated electricity. We must take advantage of this chance to move ahead and become a 
leader in clean energy production. I urge you to approve the Ice Breaker Wind project and help move 
Ohio forward.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



-----Original Message----- 
From: Erikastreicher@hotmail.com [mailto:webmaster@puc.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 7:13 PM 
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 
Subject: OPSB-ContactUs 
 
Submitted: Jul 19, 2018 7:12 PM  
 
RENDER: server 
RESPONSECHART: 0 
CONTACT_REASON: Comment, 
TITLE: Ms. 
FIRST_NAME: Erika 
LAST_NAME: Streicher 
EMAIL: Erikastreicher@hotmail.com 
PHONE_NUMBER: 419-889-7980 
ALTERNATIVE_PHONE_NUMBER: 614-555-5555 
STREET_ADDRESS1: 424 Central 
STREET_ADDRESS2:  
CITY: Lakeside 
STATE: OH 
ZIP: 43440 
COUNTY: Not Selected 
COUNTRY: USA 
COMPANY_NAME: Icebreaker 
CASE_NUMBER: 16-1871-EL-BGN 
COMMENTS: 1.  I'm at your public meeting and a "reasonable time" isn't reasonable. Next time please 
set a time limit for speakers. It's like you don't want to hear everyone.  
2.  This is not a Cleveland issue but an issue of everyone in the Lake Erie watershed and everyone who 
drinks from here AND the neighboring areas. Where will we get water if it not from the Lake?  11 million 
people thrown into desperation isn't going to be a healthy situation.  
3.  Lake Erie and Cleveland in particular has PLENTY of dry land for wind turbines. PAY the landowners 
money to get the land. It is offensive to destroy the Lake when there are alternatives. Look at the 
satellite and talk to people who know where the brown lots and urban blight lay now.  
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Andreamlindsay90@gmail.com [mailto:webmaster@puc.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 6:29 PM 
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 
Subject: OPSB-ContactUs 
 
Submitted: Jul 19, 2018 6:28 PM  
 
RENDER: server 
RESPONSECHART: 0 
CONTACT_REASON: Comment, 
TITLE: Ms. 
FIRST_NAME: Andrea 
LAST_NAME: Lindsay 
EMAIL: Andreamlindsay90@gmail.com 
PHONE_NUMBER: 614-555-5555 
ALTERNATIVE_PHONE_NUMBER: 614-555-5555 
STREET_ADDRESS1: 2440 Overlook Rd 
STREET_ADDRESS2:  
CITY: Cleveland Heights 
STATE: OH 
ZIP: 44106 
COUNTY: Not Selected 
COUNTRY: USA 
COMPANY_NAME:  
CASE_NUMBER: 16-1871-EL-BGN 
COMMENTS: The approval of the Icebreaker Wind project is crucial for moving Ohio and Cleveland 
towards a clean energy future. The agreements and conditions included in the application are sufficient 
to address environmental and public health concerns.  
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From: Bob Parker [mailto:bob-bp@prodigy.net]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:19 PM 

To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 

Subject: Icebreaker Windpower -- 16-1871-EL-BGN 

 

I urge you to approve construction of the Icebreaker Wind Facility Turbines. 

 

     I am not a technical expert.  But I feel that consideration must be given to the necessity of 

providing clean, sustainable energy.   We cannot ignore the coming crisis of global 

warming.   Already some of its effects are being felt.   

    The costs of continued climate change are not usually figured into these calculations.   But 

we need to keep in mind the kind of future we are leaving to future generations.  This Icebreaker 

Wind Facility Project offers a small step in the right direction. 

   Thank you 

 

Bob Parker 

Brecksville, Ohio 
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From: Michael Bertolone [mailto:mbertolone@iuoelocal18.org]  

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 4:13 PM 

To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 

Subject: 16-1871-EL-BGN: Icebreaker Wind Facility 

 

July 19, 2018 

RE: Case Number : 16-1871-EL-BGN: Icebreaker Wind Facility 

To the Ohio Power Siting Board Members , 

 

                My name is Michael Bertolone and on behalf of the members of The International Union of 

Operating Engineers Local 18 , we fully support and encourage you to approve the proposed Icebreaker 

wind farm project.   

 

Members of Local 18 are currently involved in the construction of wind farm projects in the 

Northwest Ohio , and they have created great jobs to our members. These Jobs have helped pay into 

our retirement plans, health care plans and training programs. Projects such as the proposed Icebreaker 

will continue to contribute to the jobs and benefits to our members.   

 

The proposed Icebreaker Wind  Farm would be a unique wind energy project if approved . This 

would be the first offshore wind facility in the Great Lakes, the first freshwater wind farm in North 

America, and only the second offshore wind project in the entire U.S. This offers Ohio the opportunity to 

become a national leader in the offshore wind industry. This will help attract future business and most 

importantly create clean energy for Northeast Ohio.  

 

                There are many positives that will come from the approval and construction of the Icebreaker 

project like the Jobs, clean air and clean energy. What is not included is anything negatives to this 

project or a lack of community support. On behalf of Local 18 I encourage the Ohio Power Siting Board 

to join us in supporting the Icebreaker project and approve Case # 16-1871-EL-BGN for the Icebreaker 

Wind Facility.  

 

Gratefully,  

 

Michael R. Bertolone  

I.U.O.E Local 18 Special Representative  
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Anne Caruso [mailto:reanneca@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 3:28 PM 
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov> 
Subject: Comment on Icebreaker Wind Power Project  
 
Comment in support of : 
Case #16-1871-EL-BGN Icebreaker Windpower 
----------------------------------- 
The Icebreaker Wind Project is very important to the health of the planet and her inhabitants as well as 
important to the economic health of Ohio, especially Northeast Ohio. 
 
We know that 97% of the research on climate has found that the planet is warming and that this 
warming is human caused, especially by burning fossil fuels. But many people are not aware that all of 
the remaining 3% of climate research has been peer reviewed and found to have errors in either 
research design or errors in data. That means 100% of the climate research points to the fact that we 
have a climate crisis on our hands and we need to take measures to fix it. We can look at the many heat 
emergencies so far this summer across the country to know that the climate crisis has hit home. 
 
Transitioning from a fossil fuel power system to a renewable energy system based on wind and solar 
power is an imperative step the global community must take to meet this crisis.  
 
The Icebreaker Wind Project is a 6 turbine demonstration project which will test whether turbines in 
Lake Erie are feasible. There has been 10 years of research on the safest siting of the turbines for bird 
populations, on the proper distance from the shore to keep the visual impact at a minimum, whether 
the lakebed can support the weight and movement of the turbines, and how best to insure ice on the 
lake will not be a problem. The European company building this project has extensive experience 
building wind turbines in the ocean and feels that this project will be successful from an engineering 
standpoint. 
 
In 2017, the cheapest energy in America was wind energy from the Wind Corridor out west. In 2017 the 
fastest growing job in America was wind turbine technician. Northeast Ohio has a history of losing out in 
the race for the economic future. We missed out on the digital revolution. We have another chance to 
benefit from a changing technology. We need the jobs and economic development the renewable 
energy revolution will bring. There is no reason we cannot be at the forefront of offshore wind in 
America. No reason except if we succumb to misinformation that profits those who continue to drill and 
burn fossil fuels. Let's not let them win.  
 
Anne Caruso 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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