
PUCO Case No. 12-2050-EL-ORD Nov. 8, 2017 Proposed Rules Related to Compensation for 

Net Metered Customers 

 

Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO), 

 

Dear Chairman Haque and Commissioners, 

 

As an individual/business invested in a net metered, distributed generation system, I write to ask 

you to reconsider the November 8, 2017 decision on new, proposed net metering rules. The 

decision on these rules made progress in several respects, but set a bad precedent on what is 

considered in net metering credits which are earned by the self-generating customer when their 

system is producing more electricity than what they are using. Specifically, the PUCO ordered 

that the net metering credit be calculated for its energy value only, and prohibited the capacity 

value from being included in the credit.  

 

My system and others across the state provide a capacity resource for the grid, therefore 

providing a benefit to the distribution utility. While it may be true that distribution utilities, nor 

the PUCO, have established a standardized monetary value for the capacity that distributed 

energy resources provide, it is well-established that these systems provide some capacity value.  

 

As an Ohio consumer and net metered utility customer, I appreciate the attention the 

Commission has recently paid to modernizing our grid and recognizing the important role that 

distributed generation systems are playing in our state. The number of distributed generation 

systems, and therefore the number of net metered customers, is projected to continue to increase 

in Ohio, and I ask you to please consider the importance of properly compensating owners of 

distributed generation systems for the whole value our systems provide to the grid--both for the 

raw electrons sent back to the grid, and the capacity value that our systems provide. 

 

David Murchie 

129 king ave 

Columbus, OH 43201 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO), 

 

Dear Chairman Haque and Commissioners, 

 

I own a net metered, solar system. I have not invested the time required to develop extensive 

expertise in the rules proposed, and I trust you and the process to come up with something fair. 

Some of the issues raised by the Ohio Environmental Council appear to have merit. I'd like to 

ask you to reconsider the November 8, 2017 decision on new, proposed net metering rules. Just 

take the opportunity to check your work. 

 

Continual and indefinite roll-over of net-metering credits sounds okay to me, but the OEC 

suggests that may prevent people like me from changing providers since there may not be a 

payout mechanism. It seems to me that can be accounted for. I am presently effectively held 

captive by AEP, unable to switch to become a member of my city/county (Athens County) 

electricity co-op because they cannot support net metering. I don't need yet another barrier 

keeping me from realizing the potential savings from energy deregulation. 

 

On the other hand, I am very much in favor of the change in rules that allows us to engineer our 

systems to provide over 100% of our anticipated capacity. (120%, I believe.) This doesn't help 

me, as I have twice previously been kept from installing more than approximately 90%, but it 

does make for more sensible engineering for others in the future. 

 

I truly appreciate the attention the Commission has recently paid to modernizing our grid and 

recognizing the important role that distributed generation systems are playing in our state. It is 

my hope that those of us who choose to generate electricity from renewable sources will be 

recognized as citizens trying to assist our society and helping to build a better, cleaner, future in 

full cooperation with the companies who have historically generated our power and who no-

doubt face challenges in modernization and new forms of competition. 

 

Thank you for your time. 

 

-- Bruce Tong, 17 Home St. Athens OH 45701 

 

Bruce Tong 

17 Home St. 

Athens, OH 45701 
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