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LEGAL NOTICE

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a
public hearing in Case No. 16-1852-EL-SSO, In the Matter of
the Application of Ohio Power Company for Authority to Es-

tablish a Standard Service Offer Pursuant to R.C. 4928.143,

in the Form of an Electric Security Plan, and in Case No.
16-1853-EL-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of Ohio
Power Company for Approval of Certain Accounting Author-

ity. -n the application, Ohio Power Company d/b/a AEP Ohio
seeks Commission approval of an electric security plan fi ed
on November 23, 2016, and matters related to the company’s
procurement of power for the period of June 1, 2018 through
May 31, 2024. On August 25, 2017, a Joint Stipulation and
Recommendation was fi ed by various parties for the Com-
mission’s consideration, which, if approved by the Commis-
sion, would resolve all the issues raised in this matter.

The public hearing is scheduled for the purpose of providing
an opportunity for interested members of the public to testify
in this proceeding. The hearing will be held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 12, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., at Ohio History Center, 800 East
17th Avenue, Cardinal Classroom, Columbus, Ohio 43211-
2497.

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Colum-
bus, Ohio 43215-3793, viewing the Commission’s web page
at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the Commission’s
hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

Bristol Village Introduces
24 Month Age Qualifie Lease

Bristol Village, located in Waverly, Ohio, is now

offering a 24 month lease for those 55 and older, on

select homes. A variety of amenities and activities are

included and allow you to live an active, independent,

maintenance-free lifestyle. From the Activity Center to

dozens of clubs and groups, you’ll always fin

something interesting to do at Bristol Village.

For more information, or to schedule a tour of
Bristol Village, please contact a Retirement
Counselor at 1-866-414-0832.

www.bristolvillage.org
660 E. Fifth Street, Waverly

1-866-414-0832

Sports

BY ANDRETTI 
AUTOSPORT 

PRESS RELEASE

INDIANAPOLIS (Jan. 
24, 2018) — Group One 
Thousand One and Andretti 
Autosport have unveiled 
the new livery for Zach 
Veach’s No. 26 Group One 
Thousand One Honda Indy 
car competing in the 2018 
Verizon IndyCar Series 
championship. Veach has 
raced in every step of the 
Mazda Road to Indy ladder 
with Andretti Autosport, 
including a career-best Indy 
Lights championship finish 
of third in 2014.

The U.S.-based insur-
ance holding company 
Group One Thousand One 
will serve as Veach’s pri-
mary sponsor. “We’re very 
excited to unveil Zach’s 
bold new livery to all fans 
of IndyCar and the U.S. 
racing community,” said 
Dan Towriss, CEO, Group 
One Thousand One.

“We believe sports have 
the power to transform lives 
and we’re thrilled to enable 
Zach to rise to the next 
level in his racing career 
with Andretti Autosport. 
On-and-off the track, Zach 
personifies the values that 
we hold true as a company: 
hard work, perseverance 

and making the most of your 
skills. Like him, we believe in 
our duty to empower people 
to chase their dreams and 
to support the communities 
in most need of empower-
ment through education and 
sports.”

The 22-year-old American 
driver made his Verizon Indy-
Car Series debut on April 23, 
2017, at Barber Motorsport 
Park and his Indy 500 debut 
at last year’s 101st Running 
which Mr. Towriss helped 
sponsor.

“A new cycle is beginning 
for me. To be back driving 
with Andretti in the 2018 
Verizon IndyCar Series is a 
dream come true, and I’m so 
excited to share this dream 
with Group One Thousand 
One,” Veach added. “I want 
to thank Dan Towriss, Group 
One Thousand One, Michael 
Andretti and the whole team 
at Andretti Autosport for this 
opportunity.”

Veach is part of an all-
American, four-car Verizon 
IndyCar Series field for An-
dretti, joining Ryan Hunter-
Reay (No. 28 DHL Honda), 
Alexander Rossi (No. 27 
NAPA AUTO PARTS Honda) 
and Marco Andretti (No. 98 
Andretti Herta Autosport 
Honda). The 2018 season goes 
green on the streets of St. 
Petersburg, Florida, March 11.

Group One 
Thousand One 
unveils Veach’s 
No. 26 Indy car

BY JULIE BILLINGS
NEWS WATCHMAN SPORTS EDITOR

As the basketball season continues to 
progress, so do the Waverly Tigers.

The Tigers won their third game in a 
row Tuesday evening, running past the 
Hillsboro Indians 80-56. Offensively, 
Waverly spread the ball around with 
every player scoring in the victory. The 
win saw Waverly’s record improve to 
11-3 overall, while Hillsboro dropped 
to 6-7.

“The guys played hard. I thought we 
got off to a good start. We settled in, and 
then we gave up a big run,” said Waverly 
coach Travis Robertson. “You have to 
give credit to Hillsboro. I thought they 
made it fairly competitive throughout 
the course of the game. They are a little 
short handed and ran out of gas.”

Waverly opened the game with an 
immediate run. Ethan Adrian hit the 
initial three-pointer of the game. Then 
the Tigers generated five more points 
with their pressure defense leading to 
turnovers and opportunities for scoring. 
Easton Wolf had the next three-pointer 
to make the lead 6-0 and then scored 
again on a fast break to make it 8-0. 
Hillsboro finally broke its drought when 
Phil Mycroft scored on a putback bucket. 
Then Clayton Howell hit for the Tigers 
to make the lead 11-2. After a timeout, 
the Indians came back with a run of 
their own, scoring 10 straight points to 
claim the lead, 12-11.

Stopping the Indians’ run, Waverly 
junior Cody Remington broke through 
for his team by getting fouled on a drive. 
His first freebie attempt rimmed off, 
but the second went through the net to 
tie the game, 12-12. Cobe Marquez put 
the Tigers ahead again by beating the 
defense down the floor for a layup in 
traffic, 14-12.

The Indians charged ahead again, 
scoring seven straight points, 19-14. 
Marquez cut the lead to three by getting 

fouled at the end of the quarter and sink-
ing both of his shots, 19-16.

Beginning the second quarter in 
a strong way, the Tigers scored six 
straight points to start a 16-1 run. Adrian 
provided the first two buckets before 
Remington added another to put WHS 
in front 22-19. Hillsboro freshman Ryan 
Scott broke his team’s drought at the 
line, sinking the first of two freebies. 
Waverly’s Trevor Penrod drew a foul on 
the other end and did the same, hitting 
the first of two, 23-20. Penrod has just 
recently returned to action after missing 
time with an injury.

Spreading the scoring wealth, Tigers 
run past visiting Hillsboro Indians

JULIE BILLINGS/NEWS WATCHMAN

Above: After the Waverly defense forced 
a turnover, junior Landon Hoover recov-
ers the ball and fi res it to a teammate on 
a fast break during the fourth quarter of 
Tuesday’s game./ Right: Waverly junior 
Trevor Penrod pulls up for a three-point-
er, shooting over top of Hillsboro senior 
Phil Mycroft during the second quarter 
of Tuesday’s win.

BY JULIE BILLINGS
NEWS WATCHMAN SPORTS EDITOR

As a young team working 
to get better each and every 
time they take the court, the 
Eastern Lady Eagles were 
rewarded for their efforts 
Monday evening.

Snapping a 10-game skid, 
the Lady Eagles picked up a 
67-35 win over the visiting 
Sciotoville East Tartans.

Early in the game, 
Eastern’s pressure defense 
resulted in plenty of scoring 
opportunities for the home 
team. Paige Carter started 
the first quarter scoring with 
a drive to the bucket. East-
ern spread the ball around, 
as Olivia Hatfield, Andee 
Lester and Morgan Legg 
all followed with buckets to 
make the advantage 8-0. The 
Lady Tartans took a timeout, 
hoping to combat the pres-
sure of the Lady Eagles, but 
Eastern continued to score. 
Carter, Lester, Legg and 
Hatfield all scored again, 
completing a 17-0 run by the 
three-minute mark.

East finally broke through 
on the foul line when Shayla 
Rosenagle hit the second of 
two freebies. Kelsey Setty 
added East’s first bucket 
from the floor a minute 
later. Eastern completed the 
quarter with buckets from 
Lester and Hatfield, taking 
a 21-3 advantage into the 
second frame.

Eastern sophomore Shay 
Tomlison started the scor-
ing in the second quarter. 
Legg followed with a pair 
of free throws before Carter 
scored eight of Eastern’s 
next 10 points. The other 
basket during that stretch 
came from freshman Chloe 
Dixon. At that point, East-
ern was ahead 35-9.

Eastern freshman Skylar 
White jumped into the 
scoring action next before 
Hatfield used a turnover to 
score another bucket. Then 
East rallied for three points 
before Eastern closed the 
half on a 5-0 run. First, 
Tomlison added two more 
buckets. Then Tiffany 
Burkitt got to the line and 
hit the first of two freebies. 

Lady Eagles snap 10-game skid 
with double-digit victory over East

JULIE BILLINGS/NEWS WATCHMAN

Drawing defenders in the post, Eastern sophomore Shay Tom-
lison fi res the ball out to an open teammate for an assist dur-
ing the fi rst half of Monday night’s game. Tomlison scored six 
points in the win.

BY JULIE BILLINGS
NEWS WATCHMAN SPORTS EDITOR

Winning their third 
basketball game in a row, 
the Western Lady Indians 
cruised to a 50-29 victory 
over the visiting Green Lady 
Bobcats Thursday evening.

Despite having several 
players out of the lineup due 
to injuries, the Lady Indians 
didn’t allow their offense to 
let up, using contributions 
from other players to get the 
job done.

Western started with 15 
points in the opening quarter 
with junior Sierra Bowles 
providing seven of those 
points. Brooklyn Tackett 

and Sylvia Evans added three 
points each, while Mea Hen-
derson provided a bucket. At 
the end of the quarter, the Lady 
Indians had a 15-6 advantage.

The Indians increased their 
output to 17 in the second 
quarter with six different play-
ers providing the points. Evans 
led with four points. Tackett, 
Haley Whitt and Taylor Horner 
added three points, while 
Henderson and Bowles each 
had a basket. Western’s defense 
limited Green to six again. 
That allowed the Lady Indians 
to increase their lead to 32-12 
at the half.

Coming out of the break, 
each team scored nine points 
in the third quarter. For 

Western, Tackett provided 
four points, Evans added three 
points and Bowles provided an 
additional bucket. Going into 
the final quarter, Western led 
41-21.

Lady Indians win third game 
in a row, downing Green

Sierra Bowles

SEE LADY EAGLES 
ON PAGE A9

SEE LADY INDIANS 
ON PAGE A9

SEE TIGERS ON PAGE A9

http://newswatchman.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=543cba0c-9f0b-5276-8416-b454a2b2ba00
http://newswatchman.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=543cba0c-9f0b-5276-8416-b454a2b2ba00
http://newswatchman.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=543cba0c-9f0b-5276-8416-b454a2b2ba00
http://newswatchman.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=543cba0c-9f0b-5276-8416-b454a2b2ba00
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obituaries

Howard C. Robinson

RACINE — How-
ard C. Robinson, 87, 
Racine, passed away at 
7:10 a.m., Tuesday, Jan-
uary 23, 2018 in Over-
brook Rehabilitation 
Center in Middleport.

Born November 
19, 1930 in the Apple 
Grove community of 
Meigs County, he was 
the son of the late Earl 
and Bertha Stover Rob-
inson. Howard was a 
retired plant manager 
from Martin-Marietta 
Corporation with over 
35 years of service. He 
was a member of the 
Racine United Method-
ist Church where he 
served as a long-time 
church trustee. He 
founded God’s Hands, 
a program to construct 
handicap ramps to 
those with physical 
barriers. Howard was a 
Master Mason of Shade 
River Lodge #453 
of Free & Accepted 
Masons of Ohio and 
a Scottish Rite 32nd 
Degree Master Mason 
of the Valley of Colum-
bus . Howard loved to 
travel to Blue Grass 
music festivals and 
enjoyed fishing and 
hunting.

Howard is survived 
by his wife, Mary 
Darst Robinson, two 
sons, Carl (Carolyn) 
Robinson, of Racine 
and Bryan (Annie) 
Robinson, of Ridge-
field, Connecticut, a 
granddaughter, Nikki 
(Jeremey) Northup, of 
Racine, two grandsons, 

B. J. (Jennifer) Robin-
son, of Ridgefield, CT 
and Mark Robinson, 
Ridgefield, CT, two 
great-grandchildren, 
step-son, John (Jenny) 
Sigman, of Addison and 
step grandsons, Randy 
(Melissa) Sigman, of 
Cheshire and John 
(Mandy) Sigman Jr., 
of Addison, five step-
great grandchildren and 
several nieces, nephews 
and cousins. In addi-
tion to his parents, he 
was preceded in death 
by a son, Raymond 
Robinson, sisters, Clara 
Mae Sargent and Mabel 
Shields and brothers, 
Bill Robinson, Ted 
Robinson and Raymond 
Robinson.

Funeral services will 
be at noon, Saturday, 
January 27, 2018 in the 
Racine United Method-
ist Church. Officiating 
will be Pastors Larry 
Fisher and Jim Satter-
field. Private interment 
will be in the Letart 
Falls Cemetery. Friends 
may call from 6 - 8 p.m. 
Friday at the church. 
Masonic funeral ser-
vices will be conducted 
by Shade River Lodge 
#453, F. & A.M. at 8 
P.M. Friday evening at 
the church. 

Funeral services are 
entrusted to the Cre-
meens-King Funeral 
Home, Racine. Expres-
sions of sympathy may 
be sent to the family 
by visiting www.cre-
meensfuneralhomes.
com.

Ann Felty

SYRACUSE — Ann 
Felty, 72, Syracuse, 
passed away at 3:10 
p.m., Wednesday, 
January 24, 2018 in the 
Holzer Medical Center, 
Gallipolis.

Born June 3, 1945 in 
the Antiquity commu-
nity of Meigs County, 
she was the daughter of 
the late Oris and Leona 
Mae Sayre Hubbard. 
She was a homemaker, 
a member of the Racine 
United Methodist 
Church and was a vol-
unteer at the Syracuse 
Community Center.

She married Robert 
“Bob” Felty on March 
27, 1976 in Syracuse 
and he survives as 
well as two daughters, 
Kimberly (Jerry) John-
son, of Waverly, West 
Virginia and Shawnee 
Hansen, of Marietta, 
Ohio, granddaughters, 
Krystie (Justin) Storts, 
Jessica Johnson, and 
Natalie Marler, grand-
sons, Jason Greene and 
Nick Johnson, great-
granddaughter, Brianna 
Greene, great-grandsons 
Jase Johnson, Jessie 
Greene and Jayden 
Johnson, sister, Linda 
Hubbard Vanlangen, 

of Canal Winchester, 
Ohio as well as several 
nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

In addition to her 
parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by a 
daughter, Tracey Salser 
Marler, grandsons, 
Keith Greene and Cody 
Pugh ,sister, Peggy 
Hubbard Anthony, 
brothers, Michael Hub-
bard and Wayne Hub-
bard and son-in-law, 
Butch Pugh.

Ann will be missed by 
all here, but she doesn’t 
have to struggle to 
breath anymore. Funeral 
services will be 2 p.m., 
Monday, January 29, 
2018 in the Cremeens-
King Funeral Home, 
Racine. Officiating will 
be Rev. Larry Fisher. 
Interment will be in the 
Letart Falls Cemetery. 
Friends may call 6 - 8 
p.m., Sunday at the 
funeral home. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials may 
be made to the Ann 
Felty Memorial Fund, 
P.O. Box 88, Syracuse, 
OH 45779. Expressions 
of sympathy may be 
sent to the family by 
visiting www.cremeens-
funeralhomes.com.

Sampson
REEDSVILLE — Tina M. Sampson, 54, Reeds-

ville, died Thursday, January 25, 2018 at her 
home. Funeral arrangements will be announced by 
the Cremeens-King Funeral Home, Racine.

Meigs Briefs
Editor’s Note: Meigs Briefs will only list event 
information that is open to the public and will be 
printed on a space-available basis.

Painting class at 
community center

SYRACUSE — Michele Musss-
er’s painting class will resume 
at Syracuse Community Center 
on Jan. 30 at 6:30 p.m. The first 
project is a “welcome” sign. Bring 
masking tape, paints, an unfinished 
board with one of the following 
dimensions of your choosing: 30” 
long X 6” wide, 36” long X 8” wide, 
or 14’ long X 6” wide. Call 740-
992-2365 for further information.

Fish fry set at fire 
station Jan. 27

MIDDLEPORT — Fish fry set 
for 11 a.m. at Middleport Fire 
Department on Saturday, Jan. 27 at 
the fire station.

Financial report 
ready for review

OLIVE Twp. — The Olive Town-

ship Annual Financial Report 
for 2017 is complete and can be 
viewed by appointment only by 
contacting clerk Kaleen Hayman at 
740-667-6859. The Olive Township 
Trustees held their organizational 
meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 23 at 6 
p.m. at the township garage on 
Joppa Road.

Free community 
dinner today

MIDDLEPORT — The monthly 
Free Community Dinner given by 
the Middleport Church of Christ 
will be held today at 5 p.m. This 
month they are serving beef veg-
etable soup, peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches, and dessert. The pub-
lic is invited.

Immunization 
Clinic Tuesday

POMEROY — The Meigs 
County Health Department will 
conduct an Immunization Clinic 
on Tuesday from 9-11 a.m. and 1-3 
p.m. at 112 E. Memorial Drive in 
Pomeroy. Please bring child(ren)’s 

shot records. Children must be 
accompanied by a parent/legal 
guardian. A $15 donation is appre-
ciated for immunization admin-
istration; however, no one will 
be denied services because of an 
inability to pay an administration 
fee for state-funded childhood vac-
cines. Please bring medical cards 
and/or commercial insurance cards, 
if applicable. Zostavax (shingles); 
pneumonia and influenza vaccines 
are also available. Call for eligibil-
ity determination and availability 
or visit our website at www.meigs-
health.com to see a list of accepted 
commercial insurances and Medic-
aid for adults.

RACO winter yard 
sale set Feb 8-9

RACINE — The RACO indoor 
winter yard sale is set for Feb. 8-9 
at the Racine American Legion 
from 9 a.m. to -3 p.m. daily. There 
will be no clothing, just other mis-
cellaneous and furniture-appliance 
items. Money goes into the fund 
for Southern High School Scholar-
ships. The Legion will be serving 
food for purchase during the event.

Polcyn
GALLIPOLIS — Chester Michael (Mike) Pol-

cyn, 76, known to so many in Gallia County and 
surrounding areas as Santa, died Wednesday Janu-
ary 24, 2018.

Services, provided by Willis Funeral Home, will 
begin as the family receives visitors on Sunday 
from 2-5 p.m., and one hour prior to the 1 p.m., 
Monday service. His final resting place will be at 
Ohio Valley Memory Gardens, Gallipolis. Military 
rites will be given by the Gallia Funeral Military 
Detail.

Meigs church calendar

Sunday, Feb. 4
POMEROY — Grace Gospel Church, 196 

Mulberry Avenue, first service Sunday, 10 a.m., 
Sunday school; 11 a.m., Sunday service; 6 p.m., 
Sunday evening service. Singing group New 
Beginnings to perform. Pastor is Thomas Wilson.

Today in history
Today is Friday, Jan. 

26, the 26th day of 2018. 
There are 339 days left in 
the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Jan. 26, 1788, the 

first European settlers in 
Australia, led by Capt. 
Arthur Phillip, landed in 
present-day Sydney.

On this date:
In 1531, a major earth-

quake struck Lisbon in 
the Kingdom of Portugal, 
followed by a tsunami 
and several strong after-
shocks; an estimated 
30,000 people died.

In 1784, in a letter to 
his daughter Sarah, Ben-
jamin Franklin expressed 
unhappiness over the 
choice of the bald eagle 
as the symbol of America, 
and stated his own prefer-
ence: the turkey.

In 1837, Michigan 
became the 26th state.

In 1870, Virginia 
rejoined the Union.

In 1915, President 
Woodrow Wilson signed 
the Rocky Mountain 
National Park Act, which 
created America’s 10th 
national park.

In 1942, the first Amer-
ican Expeditionary Force 
to head to Europe during 
World War II arrived in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland.

In 1950, India officially 
proclaimed itself a repub-
lic as Rajendra Prasad 
took the oath of office as 
president.

In 1962, the United 
States launched Ranger 3 
to land scientific instru-
ments on the moon — 
but the probe ended up 
missing its target by more 
than 22,000 miles.

In 1979, former Vice 
President Nelson A. Rock-
efeller died in New York 
at age 70.

In 1988, Australians 
celebrated the 200th anni-
versary of their country 
as a grand parade of tall 
ships re-enacted the voy-
age of the first European 
settlers. The Andrew 
Lloyd Webber musical 
“Phantom of the Opera” 
opened at Broadway’s 
Majestic Theater.

In 1993, Vaclav Havel 
was elected president of 
the newly formed Czech 
Republic.

In 1998, President 
Bill Clinton forcefully 
denied having an affair 
with a former White 
House intern, telling 
reporters, “I did not have 
sexual relations with that 
woman, Miss Lewinsky.”

Ten years ago: 
Barack Obama routed 

Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton in the South Caro-
lina Democratic primary. 
Maria Sharapova won the 
Australian Open, beat-
ing Ana Ivanovic 7-5, 
6-3 for her third Grand 
Slam singles title. Mirai 
Nagasu, at 14, became the 
second-youngest female 
(after Tara Lipinski) to 
win the ladies’ title at 
the U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships held 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Christian Brando, the 
troubled eldest son of the 
late actor Marlon Brando, 
died in Los Angeles at age 
49. Radical PLO leader 
George Habash died in 
Amman, Jordan, at age 81.

Five years ago: 
Thousands of people, 

many holding signs with 
names of gun violence 
victims, joined a rally in 
Washington, D.C. for gun 
control. Victoria Azarenka 
won her second consecu-
tive Australian Open title, 
beating Li Na 4-6, 6-4, 6-3. 
Ashley Wagner became 
the first woman since 
Michelle Kwan in 2005 to 
win back-to-back titles in 
the U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships, holding 
off up-and-comer Gracie 
Gold in Omaha, Nebraska.

One year ago: 
Tensions flared 

between President Don-
ald Trump and Mexico, 
with Mexican President 
Enrique Pena Nieto 
scrapping a planned visit 
to Washington and the 
White House threaten-
ing a 20 percent tax 
on imports to pay for 
Trump’s proposed wall 
along the southern bor-
der. Actor Mike Connors, 
91, who starred as TV’s 
hard-hitting private eye 
“Mannix,” died in Los 
Angeles. Actress Barbara 
Hale, 94, who played 
steadfast secretary Della 
Street on “Perry Mason,” 
died at her home in Sher-
man Oaks, California.

Thought  
for Today
“As long as men are 
free to ask what they 
must, free to say what 
they think, free to think 
what they will, freedom 
can never be lost, and 
science can never 
regress.” 

— J. Robert 
Oppenheimer, American 

physicist (1904-1967).
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LEGAL NOTICE

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a 
public hearing in Case No. 16-1852-EL-SSO, In the Mat-
ter of the Application of Ohio Power Company for Author-
ity to Establish a Standard Service Offer Pursuant to R.C. 
4928.143, in the Form of an Electric Security Plan, and in 
Case No. 16-1853-EL-AAM, In the Matter of the Application 
of Ohio Power Company for Approval of Certain Account-
ing Authority. In the application, Ohio Power Company d/b/a 
AEP Ohio seeks Commission approval of an electric security 
plan filed on November 23, 2016, and matters related to the
company’s procurement of power for the period of June 1, 
2018 through May 31, 2024. On August 25, 2017, a Joint 
Stipulation and Recommendation was filed by various pa -
ties for the Commission’s consideration, which, if approved 
by the Commission, would resolve all the issues raised in 
this matter.

The public hearing is scheduled for the purpose of providing 
an opportunity for interested members of the public to tes-
tify in this proceeding. The hearing will be held on Monday, 
February 12, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., at Ohio History Center, 800 
East 17th Avenue, Cardinal Classroom, Columbus, Ohio 
43211-2497.

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Colum-
bus, Ohio 43215-3793, viewing the Commission’s web page 
at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the Commission’s 
hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

elected officials and 
department heads help-
ing to make this happen. 
With the MCO Tax elimi-
nation, we will need to 
watch our budget very 
closely. We have made 
preparations and plans 
are in place. While we 
wish we could fund every 
great idea that crosses 
our desks, we simply can-
not due to funding limita-
tions,” Davis said.

“At the Scioto County 
Fairgrounds, the commis-
sioners helped fund the 
construction of a much 
needed Poultry & Rab-
bit Barn for 4-H. The old 
barn was beyond its life 
cycle. This project was 
funded out of the 2016 
carryover preventing 
bank interest payments. 
This is a great example 
of what can be done 
when a county is fiscally 
healthy. The Earl Thomas 
Conley Riverside Park 
saw the opening of the 
brand new Doug Cole-
man Memorial Splash 
Pad. An additional multi-
purpose/restroom facil-
ity was built to provide 
facilities in that part of 
the nearly 200 acre park. 
In just three months, 
the splash pad saw over 
6000 visitors from our 
area and broader region. 
This expansion project 
provides much needed 
recreational opportunities 
for our citizens. Many 
say the children are our 
future. We think they are 
our NOW. More improve-
ments are planned and 
2018 is shaping up to be 
amazing!”

The Commission-
ers worked with Scioto 
County Engineer Darren 
LeBrun to provide match-
ing funds for road re-
surfacing in several town-
ships. Over 52 roads were 
resurfaced as a result. 
The cooperation between 
the commissioners and 

the engineer’s office is 
making a difference.

The Commissioner’s 
office administered 
several CDBG (Commu-
nity Development Block 
Grants) projects.

”New Boston Millbrook 
Park, Rush Township 
Tatman-Coe Road Pav-
ing, Morgan Townships 
June and Worstell Streets 
improvements, and the 
Shawnee State Golden 
Bears all received fund-
ing,” said Davis.

“The Scioto County 
Land Reutilization 
Corporation (Land 
Bank) went to work and 
acquired and demolished 
45 houses, spending over 
$850,000 with multiple 
local contractors reduc-
ing blight and improving 
land values,” Davis said. 
“More houses will come 
down in 2018 putting 
properties back on the 
tax rolls, improving the 
look of our neighbor-
hoods, and creating pos-
sible economic develop-
ment opportunities. This 
project is a result of a 
successful application for 
NIP funds of $2.75 mil-
lion dollars.”

The Commissioners are 
responsible for maintain-
ing the courthouse and 
annex buildings. Several 
courthouse renovations 
occurred in 2017. The 
second floor jury room 
was built and additional 
security cameras installed 
throughout the court-
house increasing security. 
The first floor bathrooms 
received their first 
renovation in decades. 
New handicap accessibil-
ity and fixtures really 
spruced up the facilities. 
If you’ve never been in 
the courthouse, come 
and see. It’s the pride of 
Scioto County!

The Commissioners 
office led the charge with 
the City of Portsmouth 
on a successful applica-
tion for CHIP (Commu-
nity Housing Impact and 
Preservation) monies. 
$750,000 was awarded 

for 2018. These funds 
are awarded to qualified 
individuals who apply 
for much needed help to 
replace roofs, wheelchair 
ramps, windows, etc.

The commissioners 
funded the remodel of a 
building at the Greater 
Portsmouth Regional 
Airport. The FBO 
Portsmouth Aviation 
is planning to locate a 
new flight simulator at 
the Greater Portsmouth 
Regional Airport increas-
ing aviation traffic into 
the airport seeking these 
services.

The Commissioners 
funded the remodel of the 
airport conference room 
providing an updated 
conference room for visi-
tors and local businesses 
to use. Keep an eye on 
the airport, good things 
are coming.

The Sanitary Engi-
neer’s office completed a 
new sewer line extension 
to the airport terminal 
building. The above proj-
ects are all part of a com-
prehensive plan to devel-
op the properties around 
the airport in anticipation 
of the opening of the Vet-
erans Memorial Highway 
in the Fourth Quarter of 
2018. This will set the 
stage for the creation of 
much needed jobs.

“The Scioto County 
Commissioners assisted 
in paying for a much 
needed cruiser fleet 
replacement at the Scioto 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. The prior fleet was 
getting a lot of age on it 
due to the many years 
funding was unavailable. 
This funding in addition 
to NexGen911 and new 
phone funding in 2016 
has greatly upgraded our 
law enforcement,” Davis 
said.

Davis wishes to contin-
ue making positive chang-
es as a Scioto County 
Commissioner and plans 
to work hard in his efforts 
to seek re-election.
Reach: Ivy Potter (740) 353-3101 
Extension 1932
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By Andrew Welsh-Huggins
Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio 
— Gov. John Kasich on 
Thursday named a fellow 
Republican to fill an open 
seat on the Ohio Supreme 
Court in a move spurred 
by a crowded governor’s 
race.

Judge Mary DeGenaro 
sits on the 7th Ohio Dis-
trict Court of Appeals 
in Youngstown, where 
she has twice been that 
court’s presiding judge. 
DeGenaro, of Poland in 
suburban Youngstown, 
also has temporarily sat 
on the Ohio Supreme 
Court when justices have 
excused themselves from 
cases.

DeGenaro, 56, fills 
the seat to be left vacant 
Friday by retiring Justice 

William O’Neill, a Demo-
crat running for governor. 
He faces four other candi-
dates in the May primary.

DeGenaro’s selection 
means the seven-person 
court is now completely 
Republican, and once 
again has a majority of 
female justices with four.

Kasich said he asked 
DeGenaro if she looks at 
the law as a Republican 
or Democrat. She told 
him political consid-
erations don’t matter, 
according to the gov-
ernor, who praised her 
response because of how 
divided the country is.

“We need to find people 
who can look at the law, 
understand the constitu-
tion, make an interpreta-
tion on the bench that is 
not going to be viewed 
as a partisan determina-

tion,” Kasich said.
DeGenaro said she’s 

humbled by the opportu-
nity.

“I will do my part to 
ensure the public contin-
ues to have confidence 
in their Supreme Court, 
where the rule of law 
and the protection of our 
precious constitutional 
rights are the guiding 
principles,” she said.

DeGenaro is a gradu-
ate of Cleveland State’s 
Cleveland-Marshall Col-
lege of Law and a former 
private practice attorney. 
She was elected to the 
appeals court in 2000.

She also is a beekeeper, 
the governor said.

“If anybody were to 
question her, she knows 
what it’s like to be stung,” 
Kasich said. “I would 
warn any of those that attempt to put pressure on her, that it won’t work.”

Governor names Republican to state Supreme Court

Andrew Welsh-Huggins | AP
Judge Mary DeGenaro accepts her appointment as an Ohio Supreme Court justice accompanied 
by Gov. John Kasich, who announced the selection Thursday in Columbus. DeGenaro, a Republican, 
is replacing Democratic Justice William O’Neill, who has said he’s stepping down today to run for 
governor. 

BENTON, Ky. (AP) — 
The 15-year-old accused 
in a school shooting that 
killed two students and 
left 18 others bleeding 
and broken appeared 
Thursday before a juve-
nile court judge who 
found probable cause to 
detain him on prelimi-
nary charges of murder 
and assault.

Assistant Marshall 
County Attorney Jason 
Darnall said he can’t 
comment on what hap-

pens inside juvenile 
court, where the teenag-
er’s identity and details 
of the crime remain 
cloaked in secrecy. But 
he reiterated that the 
state wants to try the 
teenager as an adult.

Meanwhile, authorities 
are gathering evidence 
for a grand jury, hoping 
to discover why he fired 
into a crowd of his class-
mates, all 14 to 18 years 
old, as they waited for 
the morning bell inside 

Marshall County High 
School on Tuesday.

The county’s elemen-
tary and middle schools 
reopened Thursday in an 
effort to “get back to nor-
malcy,” after Superinten-
dent Trent Lovett invited 
parents to come with 
their younger children.

But the high school 
— still a crime scene 
— remained closed and 
Lovett had no word 
on when classes there 
might resume.

Kentucky shooting suspect 
ordered held in juvenile court

By Collin Binkley
Associated Press

BOSTON — Seventeen 
public health schools 
in the U.S. and Canada 
pledged Thursday to 
refuse research money 
from a new anti-smoking 
group funded by the 
tobacco industry.

The Foundation for a 
Smoke-Free World was 
created in September with 
nearly $1 billion from the 
Philip Morris tobacco 
company, saying it aims to 
end smoking worldwide 
and support research to 
meet that goal.

But deans of public 
health schools at Harvard, 

Johns Hopkins and other 
universities said the group 
is too closely tied to an 
industry that sells deadly 
products to millions.

“The idea of taking 
money that’s from the 
tobacco industry is just 
antithetical to every-
thing we do,” said Karen 
Emmons, dean for aca-
demic affairs at Harvard’s 
public health school. 
“Philip Morris in particu-
lar has focused very hard 
to undermine the strate-
gies that we know will 
reduce smoking rates.”

Derek Yach, president 
of the foundation, said 
it’s “disappointing, and a 
loss for smokers” that the 

deans won’t work with 
the group.

“We share the same 
goals: To improve public 
health and urgently advo-
cate for more funding and 
better science to help mil-
lions of smokers reduce 
their risk of death and 
disease,” Yach said.

He added that Philip 
Morris has “absolutely no 
involvement, influence or 
control” over the founda-
tion, and urged the deans 
to reconsider.

Officials at Philip Mor-
ris, the makers of Marl-
boro and other cigarette 
brands, declined to com-
ment for this story.

The foundation has yet 

to issue research grants 
but said it has received 
draft proposals and will 
make funding decisions 
after a series of meetings 
scheduled to be held in 
February.

A statement signed by 
the 17 deans and first 
released to The Associ-
ated Press says that if 
Philip Morris wants to 
end smoking, it should 
stop selling and advertis-
ing cigarettes.

“Further, both the 
tobacco industry and 
Philip Morris Interna-
tional have a long history 
of funding ‘research’ in 
ways meant to purposely 
confuse the public and 

advance their own inter-
ests,” the statement says.

Others signing the 
pledge include leaders 
of public health schools 
at Florida International 
University, the University 
of Minnesota, Ohio State 
University, Tulane Uni-
versity and the University 
of Alberta in Canada.

The foundation said 
it will pay for research 
that helps smokers quit, 
helps tobacco farmers 
find other livelihoods and 
develops “reduced-risk” 
alternatives to traditional 
cigarettes.

But some critics fear the 
foundation will try to pro-
duce research promoting 

some of those alternatives, 
including a new electronic 
device called the iQOS 
(pronounced EYE’-kose) 
that Philip Morris hopes 
to market in the U.S.

“This strategy fits into 
their business model,” said 
Emmons, at Harvard. “But 
right now we don’t really 
know if these alternatives 
are safer. There just isn’t 
the evidence base.”

After the foundation 
was announced Sept. 
13, it quickly drew scorn 
from the World Health 
Organization, which says 
it won’t work with the 
group and accused it of 
having “a number of clear 
conflicts of interest.”

17 universities oppose anti-smoking group
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Common Pleas

Municipal Court Sheriff’s Log
Criminal/Jan. 9
Jessy D. Layton, 33, Belmore, pleaded 

guilty to an amended charge of persistent 
disorderly conduct, sentenced to 30 days 
jail, 26 days suspended, fined $250, with no 
contact with victim for one year.

Criminal/Jan. 18
Benjamin R. Ramirez, 19, Columbus 

Grove, pleaded guilty to two counts crimi-
nal damaging, sentenced to 30 days jail each 
count, suspended, fined $100 each count 
and $2,304.95 restitution. He was also fined
$50 for criminal trespassing. Charges of 
criminal trespassing and two counts crimi-
nal damaging were dismissed.

Traffic/ an. 18
Kathleen A. Sterling, 49, found guilty of 

driving under FRA non-compliance and 
was fined $100

Civil/Jan. 18
Benjamin P. Kill, Delphos, to pay judg-

ment of $4,267.87, plus costs to Capital 
One Bank, Richmond, Va.

Traffic/ an. 22
Shianne M. Saunders, 24, Sidney, pleaded 

guilty to possession of a traffic control de-
vice, sentenced to 60 days jail, suspended, 
fined $250 and perform 40 hours commu-
nity service.

Mark D. Lammers, 54, Leipsic, pleaded 
guilty to an amended charge of persistent 
disorderly conduct, sentenced to 30 days in 
jail, suspended, fined $250, $100 suspended 
and no contact with victim for six months.

Civil/Jan. 22
Terry L. Michel, Ottawa, to pay judgment 

of $600 plus interest and costs to Blanchard 
Valley Health, Findlay, Bluffton Hospital, 
Findlay, and Blanchard Valley Med Practic-
es, Findlay.

Chaparral, Inc., Toledo, default judgment 
v. Brandi Clay, Ottawa, $6,000, plus interest 
and costs.

Traffic/ an. 23
Norfolk Southern Corp., Norfolk, Va., was 

fined $150 for obstructing road/railroad
Traffic/ an. 25
Dylan J. Holton, 27, Cloverdale, pleaded 

guilty to second-offense OVI, sentenced to 
180 days jail, 90 days jail, fined $750, $225 
suspended, three-year license suspension, 
six points.

Tina M. Breisinger, 57, Continental, 
pleaded guilty to OVI, sentenced to 180 
days jail, 177 days jail, fined $750, one-year 

license suspension, six points, with credit 
for three days jail upon completion of DIP.

Waivers
Connie Elliott, 53, Lima, driving under 

suspension license forfeiture, $150 fine
William Paholak III, 64, Defiance, speed-

ing, $50 fine
Crystal Bartley, 30, Fort Jennings, speed-

ing, $60 fine
Robert Carrillo, 35, Ottawa, seat belt driv-

er, $30 fine
Casey Walker, 36, Defiance, speeding, 

$60 fine
Rosa Asencio, 29, Ottawa, driving with-

out a valid license, $150 fine
Benjamin Ridinger, 26, Holgate, speed-

ing, $50 fine
Rene Quinonez, 30, Ottawa, driving with-

out a valid license, $150 fine
Breana Kosch, 23, Ottawa, failure to con-

trol, $60 fine
Kevin Neuenschwander, 32, Elida, speed-

ing, $100 fine; driving with expired license, 
$60 fine

Erica Louth, 28, Ottoville, failure to con-
trol, $60 fine

Samantha Bartoe, 45, Van Wert, speeding, 
$60 fine

Brian Fuerst, 45, Ottawa, speeding, $60 
fine

Davey Wilson, 67, Elida, speeding, $60 
fine

Nathan Buehrer, 22, Montpelier, speed-
ing, $60 fine

Bailey Dunifon, 18, Elida, assured clear 
distance ahead, $50 fine

Trevor West, 20, Alma, Michigan, speed-
ing, $60 fine

John Kilroy, Mainville, speeding, $50 
fine

Brad Bendele, 40, Oakwood, speeding, 
$60 fine

Dustin Maag, 27, Glandorf, expired regis-
tration/plates, $50 fine

Walter Fischer, 70, Delphos, speeding, 
$100 fine

Timothy Recker, 59, Ottawa, speeding, 
$60 fine

Jordan Joseph, 23, Ada, speeding, $50 
fine

Pamela Everett, 63, Cairo, speeding, $50 
fine

Tina Duffman, 42, Findlay, passing at in-
tersection, $50 fine

Accidents
On Jan. 23 at 9:05 a.m., 

Dennis Little, 56, Defiance,
was traveling south of State 
Route 115, Union Town-
ship, when he rear-ended 
a vehicle driven by Martin 
Langhals, 53, Lima, when 
he stopped to make a left 
turn into the driveway of a 
residence.

On Jan. 23 at 4:39 p.m., 
John Deiger, 66, Brook-
field, was stopped at the 
intersection of Old U.S. 
224 and Road 5, Blanchard 
Township,then pulled into 
the path of Dale Maag, 48, 
Blanchard Township, who 
was traveling east on Old 
U.S. 224.

On Jan. 24 at 5:41 p.m., 
Melissa Bendele, 44, Clo-
verdale, was west bound on 
Road L, Greensburg Town-
ship, when she lost control 
of her vehicle on the ice, 
slid sideways and struck a 
telephone pole on the south 
side of the roadway.

Incidents
A domestic dispute was 

reported on Jan. 23 in the 
200 block of North Street, 
Columbus Grove.

A sex related crime was 
reported on Jan. 23 in the 
5000 block of Road H, 
Blanchard Township.

A domestic dispute was 
reported on Jan. 23 in the 
13000 block of Road 22-K, 

Cloverdale.
Theft was reported on Jan. 

25 at 18340 State Route 
189, Sugar Creek Township.

Solicitation was reported 
on Jan. 25 at 22530 Road N, 
Cloverdale.

An unruly juvenile was 
reported on Jan. 26 in the 
300 block of Main Street, 
Belmore.

An unruly juvenile was 
reported on Jan. 26 in the 
400 block of North Jeffer-
son Street, Pandora.

A drug related incident 
was reported on Jan. 27 at 
the intersection of State 
Route 15 and Road 15-C, 
Ottawa.

Jan. 19
Cathy R. Sanchez, Con-

tinental, was granted a di-
vorce from Felix Sanchez, 
Jr., Leipsic. They were mar-
ried Jan. 26, 1979 in Leipsic 
and have no minor children.

Jan. 22
Nicholas A. Okuley, 24, 

Continental, was ordered to 
complete the WORTH Cen-
ter program for violating the 
terms of supervision. The 
violations include operat-
ing a motor vehicle Sept. 9 
and Nov. 30, without a valid 
operator’s license. He was 
placed on fi e years com-
munity control and his li-
cense was suspended for six 
months. He must obtain a 
valid operator’s license and 
must pay $65 in restitution 
to the MAN unit.

Nathan Closson, 44, 
Wheat Ridge, Colo., pleaded 
guilty to aggravated assault. 
He faces up to 18 months in 
prison and $5,000 in fines.
Bond was continued while a 
pre-sentence investigation is 
conducted with sentencing 
set for 10 a.m. March 2.

Jan. 23
Jacquelyn N. Hiegel, 35, 

Pandora, was sentenced to 
90 days jail for violating the 
terms of supervision. She 
was placed on fi e years 
community control, must 
complete all counseling and 
treatment and must obtain 
and maintain employment. 
She was originally convict-
ed of possession of drugs 
(heroin).

Raymond C. Rainer, 34, 
Wellston, was sentenced 
to 12 months in prison for 
breaking and entering and 
18 months for theft. The 
sentence was ordered to be 
served concurrent and he 
was given credit for 142 
days served. He must pay 
$810 restitution.

Jan. 25
Brian Ruhlen, Columbus 

Grove, was granted a di-
vorce from Ashley Ruhlen, 
Defiance. They were mar-
ried June 15, 2013 in Co-
lumbus Grove, and have 
three children.

New Cases
Putnam County Health 

Department, Ottawa, v. 
Vickie Hernandez, Belmore; 
complaint for abatement of 
nuisance and/or refuse and 

debris on property.
Cassie L. Taber, Pandora, 

v. Jared M. Taber, Pandora; 
divorce with children.

Quicken Loans, Inc., De-
troit, v. Jason Tenwalde, Al-
lons, Tenn., and Elizabeth 
Tenwalde, Allons, Tenn.; 
foreclosure ($64,570.39).

Huntington National 
Bank, Columbus, v. Michael 
A. Hohenbrink, West Union, 
Iowa, and Nichol S. Hohen-
brink, West Union, Iowa; 
foreclosure ($85,483.08).

Tamara Frey, Ottawa, v. 
Daren L. Williams Jr., Ak-
ron; personal injury (excess 
of $25,000).

Vanderbilt Mortgage and 
Finance, Inc., Maryville, 
Tenn., v. Nathan D. Aguirre, 
Columbus Grove, Heath-
er L. Aguirre, Columbus 
Grove and Dianna C. Bai-
ley, Columbus Grove; other 
civil.

Shawn B. Recker, Conti-
nental, and Brenda Recker, 
Continental, v. Howard H. 
Weller, Continental, and 
Lois M. Weller, Continental; 
personal injury.

Give us your 
opinion and 
submit your 

comments at:

www.
putnam
sentinel

.com

Weekly fuel update and outlook
OHIO — Average retail gasoline prices 

in Ohio have risen 3.0 cents per gallon in 
the past week, averaging $2.44/g yesterday, 
according to GasBuddy’s daily survey of 
5,345 gas outlets in Ohio. This compares 
with the national average that has increased 
3.0 cents per gallon in the last week to 
$2.57/g, according to gasoline price website 
GasBuddy.com. 

Including the change in gas prices in Ohio 
during the past week, prices yesterday were 
43.4 cents per gallon higher than the same 
day one year ago and are 5.8 cents per gal-
lon lower than a month ago. The national 
average has increased 8.8 cents per gallon 
during the last month and stands 30.7 cents 
per gallon higher than this day one year ago.

According to GasBuddy historical data, 
gasoline prices on January 29 in Ohio have 
ranged widely over the last fi e years:

$2.01/g in 2017, $1.68/g in 2016, $2.08/g 
in 2015, $3.22/g in 2014 and $3.36/g in 
2013.

Areas near Ohio and their current gas 
price climate:

Akron- $2.29/g, down 6.0 cents per gallon 

from last week’s $2.35/g.
Dayton- $2.45/g, up 12.5 cents per gallon 

from last week’s $2.32/g.
Columbus- $2.43/g, up 16.4 cents per gal-

lon from last week’s $2.27/g.
“With oil maintaining strength, gasoline 

prices have continued to climb in many 
places, rising to their highest level since 
Hurricane Harvey dealt a blow to Texas and 
a significant portion of U.S. refining capaci-
ty,” said Patrick DeHaan, head of petroleum 
analysis for GasBuddy. “This time around, 
oil prices have been the culprit for gasoline 
prices rising to their highest level in over 
130 days, and with U.S. crude oil invento-
ries plummeting for 10 straight weeks, I see 
diminishing chances of the traditional win-
ter relief that accompanies the year’s cold-
est months. Without gas prices falling, the 
current price environment may be the floor
for what could become a more expensive 
year than anticipated, barring any change to 
OPEC policy that has led to today’s climate 
of lower supply and higher prices.”

For LIVE fuel price averages, visit http://
FuelInsights.GasBuddy.com. 

OAFP seeks nominations
OHIO — The Ohio Acad-

emy of Family Physicians 
(OAFP) is now accepting 
nominations for the 2018 
Family Physician of the 
Year Award. This award rec-
ognizes a family physician 
who has exhibited extraor-
dinary, beyond-the-call-of-
duty merit, articulating and 
encouraging members and 
students to pursue the ide-
als of family medicine, and 
convey these ideals to the 
public.

“Family physicians are 
committed to the overall 
health of all Ohioans,” said 
Donald Mack, MD, presi-
dent of the OAFP. “By rec-
ognizing our members for 
their contribution to their 
communities and years of 
service, we hope to inspire 
the next generation of lead-
ers to consider family med-
icine.”

With nearly 3,600 family 
physicians providing health 

care across the state, Ohio 
is one of the largest, most 
active chapters of the Amer-
ican Academy of Family 
Physicians (AAFP). Nearly 
80 percent of all family phy-
sicians in Ohio are members 
of the OAFP.

To be nominated for this 
award, the family physician 
must:

•  have 10 years’ post-res-
idency (or equivalent) expe-
rience

•  Be a member of the 
OAFP

•  Currently be in practice
Nominations can be 

made by any current OAFP 
member, a local constituent 
chapter, a family medicine 
residency program, depart-
ments of family medicine, 
or a community individual. 
To nominate your physician, 
complete the nomination 
form online at www.alareg.
com/_2018familyphysi-
cianoftheyear or send a let-

ter of recommendation to:
OAFP Awards Workgroup
Ohio Academy of Family 

Physicians
4075 N. High St.

Columbus, OH 43214
Fax: 614.267.9191

Email: mpelt@ohioafp.org
To check if a physician is 

a member of the OAFP, call 
(800) 742-7327 or e-mail 
mail@ohioafp.org.

The 2018 Family Physi-
cian of the Year will be rec-
ognized on Saturday, August 
18, during OAFP’s Acade-
my Awards Dinner, which 
is part of the annual Family 
Medicine Celebration held 
at The Grand Event Center 
in Columbus, Ohio.

For more information 
about the award and to view 
the 2017 Family Physician 
of the Year award winner’s 
video visit: www.ohioafp.
org/members/awards.
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Over 75 Years of Experience

S.P.P.S. 300 Club
January 29th Winner
Larry & Ginny Meyer

Ottawa Tire and
Service Center

1436 E. Main Street • Ottawa

 419-523-5309 or 419-523-5666

ENTER TO WIN AT THE TIME OF SERVICE!

Receive any Service at Ottawa 
Tire and enter your name to 

receive a Party Pack, including 
a 6ft. Subway Party Sub and 
other “Must Have” items for 

your Football Bash.

LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a 
public hearing in Case No. 16-1852-EL-SSO, In the Matter of 
the Application of Ohio Power Company for Authority to Es-
tablish a Standard Service Offer Pursuant to R.C. 4928.143, 
in the Form of an Electric Security Plan, and in Case No. 
16-1853-EL-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of Ohio 
Power Company for Approval of Certain Accounting Author-
ity. In the application, Ohio Power Company d/b/a AEP Ohio 
seeks Commission approval of an electric security plan filed
on November 23, 2016, and matters related to the company’s 
procurement of power for the period of June 1, 2018 through 
May 31, 2024. On August 25, 2017, a Joint Stipulation and 
Recommendation was filed by various parties for the Co -
mission’s consideration, which, if approved by the Commis-
sion, would resolve all the issues raised in this matter.

The public hearing is scheduled for the purpose of providing 
an opportunity for interested members of the public to testify 
in this proceeding. The hearing will be held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 12, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., at Ohio History Center, 800 East 
17th Avenue, Cardinal Classroom, Columbus, Ohio 43211-
2497.

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Colum-
bus, Ohio 43215-3793, viewing the Commission’s web page 
at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the Commission’s 
hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

00263574
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LEGAL NOTICE

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a 
public hearing in Case No. 16-1852-EL-SSO, In the Mat-
ter of the Application of Ohio Power Company for Author-
ity to Establish a Standard Service Offer Pursuant to R.C. 
4928.143, in the Form of an Electric Security Plan, and in 
Case No. 16-1853-EL-AAM, In the Matter of the Application 
of Ohio Power Company for Approval of Certain Account-
ing Authority. In the application, Ohio Power Company d/b/a 
AEP Ohio seeks Commission approval of an electric security 

company’s procurement of power for the period of June 1, 

-
ties for the Commission’s consideration, which, if approved 
by the Commission, would resolve all the issues raised in 
this matter.

The public hearing is scheduled for the purpose of providing 
an opportunity for interested members of the public to tes-
tify in this proceeding. The hearing will be held on Monday, 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public
-

at , or contacting the Commission’s 
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Free bladder health screening offered Feb. 22
SALEM—Comprehensive Urology Institute, the office of

Michael J. Scolieri MD, is hosting a free bladder health
screening from noon to 4 p.m. Feb. 22 at its new office loca-
tion, 2364 Southeast Blvd. No appointment necessary.

Columbiana Library plans winter Toddlertime, Storytime
COLUMBIANA—The Columbiana Public Library is now

registering for the winter sessions of Toddlertime and Story-
time. Toddlertime is a lapsit program and will be held from 10
to 10:30 or 11 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday mornings for toddler’s
age 18 to 36 months and their caregivers. Storytime will be
held from 10 to 10:45 a.m. Wednesdays or 1 to 1:45 p.m.
Thursdays for kids age 3 to 5. The free sessions run Feb. 7
through April 26 and include age appropriate stories, finger
plays and crafts. Pre-registration is required. For information
or to register call the library at 330-482-5509 or stop in at
332 N. Middle St.

25th anniversary Dulci-More concert planned
SALEM—The 25th Anniversary Concert of Dulci-More:

Folk & Traditional Musicians is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. Sun-
day in the sanctuary of the First United Methodist Church of
Salem, 244 S. Broadway Ave.

The theme for this 25th anniversary concert will be Silver
and Gold. Dulci-More members will sing and play songs and
tunes connected to this theme. Many of the songs are great
for group singing, and words will be provided to encourage
audience participation. Individual Dulci-More members may
sing and/or play mountain dulcimers, hammered dulcimers,
guitars, autoharps, fiddles, mandolins, banjos, ukuleles, bass,
harmonicas, recorders, jug, and more. About 10 people are
planning to perform during the concert.

The event is free and no tickets or reservations are needed.
Everyone is welcome to attend. Cookies and punch will be
served during intermission. Church parking lots are to the
north and south of the church. The handicapped entrance
and elevator are from the parking lot south of the church. For
information or directions, contact Bill Schilling at 234-564-
3852 or bill@dulcimore.org or visit at www.dulcimore.org.

Since its founding in January of 1993, Dulci-More has met
twice a month to enjoy playing and singing. The group aver-
ages about two performances a month for festivals, fairs,
schools, churches, clubs, nursing homes and others. Its mem-
bers come from Northeast Ohio and beyond. Dulci-More will
also present Dulci-More Festival 24 over Memorial Day week-
end at Boy Scout Camp McKinley in Lisbon with workshops
on many instruments, singing, and other subjects at all levels
and concerts by many of our favorite recording artists and na-
tionally known and local performers.

By TOM GIAMBRONI
Staff Writer

LISBON — The village is beginning
to crack down on some of the neglected
homes in town that are beyond repair.

Mayor Joseph Morenz reported at
this week’s council meeting the village
fire inspector sent a letter to the owner
of 502 W. Washington St. declaring it
in violation of the fire code, the first
step in eventually getting the home re-
paired or demolished, if necessary.

The home was damaged by a fallen
tree in June 2014 and it has not been
repaired. Repeated attempts to contact
the owner have been unsuccessful.

Morenz said three other properties
have received similar notifications from
the fire inspector: 215 W. Washington
St., the home at the corner of West Pine
Street and Thomas Road and the home
on East Lincoln Way in front of the Lis-
bon Laundromat, which he would like
to save because of its location near the
downtown business district.

“I want them to be usable properties,
one way or the other,” he said. 

Morenz will meet with village attor-
ney Megan Bickerton to determine
what is the next step in the process of
getting the homes declared a nuisance
so they can be repaired or razed.

“The process has started and it’s
time to bring the hammer down be-
cause we’re not getting any reaction
from them,” Morenz said.

The Columbiana County land bank

program also recently approached the
village about submitting a property for
demolition, and Morenz said the prop-
erty they chose is 264 W. Washington
St. Several more village properties are
to be submitted to the land bank for
demolition in 2018.

During the meeting, fiscal officer
Tracey Wonner admonished council for
waiting until now to suggest what proj-
ects they would like undertaken this
year. She told them a year ago to begin
thinking about what projects they
wanted to fund in 2018 and they would
work on including them the 2018
budget.

“We can’t do our budget like this,”
she said. 

New Councilman Peter Wilson, who
was elected in November, agreed they
need to plan in advance for future proj-
ects, and that would also give them
time to see state and federal grants to
help fund those endeavors.

“If you do that, more power to you,”
Wonner told Wilson, “because I’ve
been trying for 15 years.”

In other action, council agreed to
purchase six sets of firefighter turnout
gear from Blue Line Ltd. at a cost of
$15,096. The cost is split between the
village and Center and Elkrun town-
ships, which contract with Lisbon for
firefighter services.

Village Board of Public Affairs chair-
woman Carol Petrachkoff reported they
are under an Ohio Environmental Pro-

tection Agency mandate to perform and
complete an “asset management” plan
by October, which could cost them any-
where from $10,000 to $60,000. 

An asset management plan, accord-
ing to the OEPA, involves an inventory
and evaluation of a community’s water
and sewer systems, with the informa-
tion incorporated into a software pro-
gram that monitors the inventory. The
information is to help communities de-
velop plans to maintain, repair and re-
place the “assets” and how to pay for
the improvements.

Tuscarawas, a village of 1,055 people
in Tuscarawas County, received a
$35,000 interest-free loan from the
state to fund its asset management
plan, with $5,000 being forgiven. Pe-
trachkoff said similar loans would be
available to Lisbon.

At the beginning of meeting, Roger
Gallo was re-elected council president,
but faced opposition for the first time in
years after council member Dawn
Thomas was also nominated for the po-
sition. Gallo and Thomas abstained
from the vote, leaving four council
members to decide. Wilson and new
council member Jerry Cox voted for
Thomas, while Tom Darcy and Jeff
Snyder voted for Gallo. Mayor Morenz
broke the tie by voting for Gallo.

“Roger’s been here a long time, so I
guess we’ll stick with Roger,” Morenz
said.

tgiambroni@mojonews.com

By KATIE WHITE
Staff Writer

COLUMBIANA — A chili cook-off that raises money for
veterans causes each year has outgrown its original location.

Sam Yarian of the American Legion Riders said the cook-
off for this Sunday has been moved to The Vineyards at Pine
Lake because the Benjamin Firestone American Legion Post
290 building isn’t big enough for the crowd this year.

The chili cook-off got its start nine years ago in the city,
with money raised going back to the local Legion and other
veteran organizations.

This year, money raised will benefit the Blue Star Mothers
Chapter 2 of Canton and the Disabled American Veterans
(DAV) chapter 122 of Salem.

Yarian said a portion of the money will again go back to the
local Legion as well.

The Blue Star Mothers is a support group for mothers of
active duty military and this is the fourth year the group will
sell baked goods at the event, with this year being more of an
outreach to moms of active duty military and veterans in both
Columbiana and Mahoning counties, according to a press re-
lease announcing the venue change.

The Blue Star Mothers raise funds throughout the year to
support other veteran groups, including the Patriot Project,
which gives any veteran since 9/11 free chiropractic services.

The mothers group also supports Reach Across America,
which provides flags for veterans graves on Memorial Day
across the nation. 

The Legion Riders said that Blue Star Mothers was char-
tered by Congress 76 years ago as a 501c3 organization and
has more than 13,500 members nationwide. All donations re-
ceived through the organization goes back to veterans.

More information about the Canton organization can be
found online at bluestarmothers.net or by calling 330-312-
3655. The national website can be accessed at www.bluestar-
mothers.org.

Yarian said the cook-off has already generated enough
funds to provide both Blue Star Mothers and the DAV with
$1,000 checks each.

The cook-off has provided funding to the DAV in the past,
but this year’s donation will be the largest yet, he added.

The cook-off will be held from noon to 3 p.m. Sunday at
The Vineyards banquet center located at 14101 state Route 7,
Columbiana. 

This year’s chili is provided by 12 different contestants, who
will compete for first place title and trophies and cash prizes
for first, second and third place winners.

Tickets are $8 on presale at Dynamic Auto Body and $10 at
the door.

In addition to ticket sales, money is also raised through a
50/50 drawing, silent auction and gun raffle. 

Live musical entertainment will be provided by Kim Van-
Kleek and a cash bar will also be available, Yarian said.

“It’s a good time. It’s not just for Legion members but
everyone in the community,” he added.

For more information on the chili cook-off, call Yarian at
330-853-0981.

kwhite@mojonews.com

Lisbon property owners warned of violationsColumbiana Legion’s
chili cook-off moved

WASHINGTON (AP) — The White
House unveiled a proposal Thursday
that provides a pathway to citizenship
for 1.8 million young immigrants living
in the country illegally, in exchange for
new restrictions on legal immigration
and $25 billion in border security. The
plan was applauded by some in Con-
gress, but blasted by conservative ac-
tivists as “amnesty” and slammed by a
slew of Democrats, who accused Presi-
dent Donald Trump of holding
“Dreamers” hostage to his hard-line
immigration agenda.

Senior White House officials cast the
plan as a centrist compromise that
could win support from both parties
and enough votes to pass the Senate.
But it comes with a long list of conces-
sions that many Democrats, and also
conservative Republicans, especially in
the House, may find impossible to
swallow.

The plan would provide a pathway to
citizenship for the roughly 690,000
younger immigrants protected from de-
portation by the Obama-era Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals program
— as well as hundreds of thousands of
others who independent estimates say
qualify for the program, but never ap-
plied.

Trump announced last year that he
was doing away with the program, but
gave Congress until March to come up
with a legislative fix.

The plan would not allow parents of
those immigrants to seek lawful status,
the officials said.

In exchange, Trump’s plan would
dramatically overhaul the legal immi-
gration system. Immigrants would only
be allowed to sponsor their spouses and
underage children to join them in the
U.S., and not their parents, adult chil-
dren or siblings. The officials said it
would only end new applications for

visas, allowing those already in the
pipeline to be processed. Still, immigra-
tion activists said the move could cut
legal immigration in half.

It would also end a visa lottery aimed
at diversity, which drew Trump’s atten-
tion after the New York City truck at-
tack last year, redirecting the allotment
to bringing down the existing backlog
in visa applications.

The officials spoke on the condition
of anonymity because they were not au-
thorized to publicly discuss the plan be-
fore its release.

On Wednesday, Trump said he was
open to a pathway to citizenship for the
younger immigrants. “We’re going to
morph into it,” Trump told reporters.
“It’s going to happen, at some point in
the future, over a period of 10 to 12
years.” It was a reversal for the presi-
dent, who had previously said he op-
posed a pathway to citizenship for
Dreamer immigrants.

Under the plan, recipients could have
their legal status revoked due to crimi-
nal behavior or national security
threats, the officials said, and eventual
citizenship would require still-unspeci-
fied work and education requirements
— and a finding that the immigrants
are of “good moral character.”

The nonpartisan Migration Policy In-
stitute said it believes the largest share
of the White House’s 1.8 million people
who’d be eligible for citizenship — 1.3
million — are people who currently
meet all of DACA’s eligibility require-
ments. These include years in the U.S.,
their ages now and when they entered
this country, and whether they have a
high school or equivalent education.

Another 400,000 are people who’d
be eligible for DACA protection but for
their education. And 100,000 more are
people who are under age 15 — the
minimum age allowed for most people

requesting protection under the pro-
gram.

Trump ended the DACA program in
September, setting a March 5 deadline
for Congress to provide legal protec-
tions or the program’s recipients would
once again be subject to deportation.
The officials said Trump would only
sign legislation providing those protec-
tions if the other immigration changes
he is proposing are implemented.

Trump earlier this month had de-
ferred to a bipartisan, bicameral group
of lawmakers to craft an immigration
proposal, saying he would sign what-
ever they passed. But as talks on Capi-
tol Hill broke down — in part because
of controversy Trump ginned up using
vulgar language to describe African
countries — the White House decided
to offer its own framework.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell and others had also com-
plained the president had failed to
sufficiently lay out his priorities, leaving
them guessing about what he might be
willing to sign. One official said the
Thursday release represents a plan for
the Senate, with the administration ex-
pecting a different bill to pass the
House.

McConnell thanked the president
and his aides for providing the out-
line. “I am hopeful that as discussions
continue in the Senate on the subject
of immigration, Members on both
sides of the aisle will look to this
framework for guidance as they work
towards an agreement,” he said in a
statement.

Doug Andres, a spokesman for
House Speaker Paul Ryan, echoed the
sentiment saying: “We’re grateful for
the president showing leadership on
this issue and believe his ideas will help
us ultimately reach a balanced solu-
tion.”

Oldest son of 13
captive children was
star college student

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
The oldest son of the Califor-
nia siblings who authorities
say were tortured by their
parents, chained to their
beds and so malnourished
their growth was stunted
had excelled at his commu-
nity college and had been
named to the honor roll for
two semesters, school offi-
cials said Thursday.

The son, who is in his 20s,
attended Mt. San Jacinto
College for several years. His
mother would bring him to
school and wait outside his
classes for him, prosecutors
said.

He did not earn a degree
but was on the president’s
honor roll in fall 2015 and
spring 2016, college spokes-
woman Karin Marriott told
The Associated Press.

A transcript obtained by
ABC News showed he at-
tended classes from 2014
until at least 2016 and some-
times earned 15 credits per
semester. He earned A’s in
many classes, including al-
gebra, guitar, public speak-
ing, English fundamentals
and freshman composition,
according to the transcript.

He and his 12 siblings
were rescued on Jan. 14
when their 17-year-old sister
climbed out a window of
their home about 60 miles
southeast of Los Angeles and
called 911.

Death row inmates challenge solitary confinement
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Five death row inmates sued

Pennsylvania prison officials on Thursday, challenging a pol-
icy that keeps the convicts isolated most of the time and call-
ing the practice degrading and inhumane.

The federal lawsuit asks the court to end mandatory, indefi-
nite solitary confinement for the 156 men on death row at
Graterford and Greene state prisons. The lawsuit said death
row inmates are locked up alone 22 to 24 hours each day, and
their small cells are kept illuminated at all hours.

“The devastating effects of such prolonged isolation are
well known among mental health experts, physicians and
human rights experts in the United States and around the
world,” the lawsuit said. “It is established beyond dispute that
solitary confinement puts prisoners at risk of substantial
physical, mental and emotional harm.”

The lawsuit seeks class-action status as well as a declara-
tion that the solitary policy violates constitutional protection
against cruel and unusual punishment and violates the guar-
antee of due process.

Trump plan offers citizenship path to 1.8M immigrants
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Shelby Firefighters respond-
ed to a vehicle accident at
Plymouth-Springmill and
Shelby Ganges on Thursday,
completed four squad runs,
and completed a life-flight
standby.

Court
Fines
• Quentin Jenkins, 21, 19

Summit St., pleaded no con-
test to menacing/stalking.
Found guilty. Fined $250 plus
costs, 120 days jail with 60
days suspended. No violations
for two years. Work release
upon payment of fines and
costs. Two years probation.
Also pleaded no contest to dis-
orderly conduct. Found guilty
of a reduced charge. Fined
$200 plus costs, 30 days jail
with jail suspended. No convic-
tions, active probation for two
years. Defendant to comply
with probation terms in another
case and Mansfield Court pro-
bation if any. Protection order
terminated in this case. Also
pleaded no contest to criminal
mischief. Found guilty, fined
$200 plus costs, 30 days jail
with jail suspended.

• Anthony Davis, 21, 1211
Alcrest Dr., Mansfield, pleaded
no contest to drug parapherna-
lia. Found guilty. Fined $150
plus costs.

• Matthew Rank, 29, 178
Mansfield Ave 126, pleaded
guilty to possession of drugs.
Fined $200 plus costs, 30 days
jail with jail suspended. No
convictions, active probation
for two years.

• Amber h all, 29, 455 W.
Mansfield St. 7, bucyrus,

pleaded guilty to possession of
drug instruments. Fined $200
plus costs, 90 days jail with jail
suspended. No convictions,
active probation for two years.
Defendant to obtain drug
assessment and follow treat-
ment plan. Also pleaded guilty
to possession of drugs. Fined
$200 plus costs, 30 days jail
with jail suspended.

• Nicholas Stults, 31, 4729
l aser Rd., pleaded guilty to
possession of drug instru-
ments. Fined $200 plus costs,
90 days jail with jail suspend-
ed. No convictions, active pro-
bation for two years. To contin-
ue drug treatment program.
Also pleaded guilty to posses-
sion of drugs. Fined $200 plus
costs, 30 days jail with jail sus-
pended.

• Jamie h all, 35, 455 W.
Mansfield St., 7, bucyrus,
pleaded guilty to possession of
drug instruments. Fined $200
plus costs, 90 days jail with jail
suspended. No convictions,
active probation for two years.
Defendant to obtain and com-
plete drug assessment and fol-
low treatment plan. Also plead-
ed guilty to possession of drug
paraphernalia. Fined $200 plus
costs, 30 days jail with jail sus-
pended.

• l ee Ann bowman, 34, 31
Auburn Ave., pleaded guilty to
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. Fined $150 plus costs,
three days jail with jail sus-
pended. No similar violations,
two years probation.

• Merle brust, 66, 25 W.
Tucker Ave., pleaded no con-
test to yard maintenance.
Found guilty, fined $25 plus
costs. Also pleaded no contest
to a zoning violation. Found

guilty, fined $25 plus costs.
Waivers
• Carla Keaton, 38, 45 North

St., Plymouth, speed, 69/55,
$114.

• Joseph Perrise, 45, 203
l asalle St., Mansfield, failure
to control, $114.

• Vicky Durnwald, 50, 66 W.
Park Dr., assured clear dis-
tance, $114.

• l eon Zimmerman, 42,
8350 Willet Rd., Plymouth,
operating traction engines,
$114.

• Austin e rwin, 19, 121
Carmel Ave., Galion, speed,
70/55, $114.

• brett Rank, 50, 2433 h oltz
Rd., speed, 51/25, $149.

Lottery
(AP) — These Ohio lotteries

were drawn Thursday:
Lucky For Life
08-09-31-43-45, l ucky ball:

6
Mega Millions
estimated jackpot: $76 mil-

lion
Pick 3 evening
7-6-7
Pick 3 Midday
2-5-4
Pick 4 evening
5-5-6-3
Pick 4 Midday
6-9-7-7
Pick 5 evening
5-2-6-6-5
Pick 5 Midday
5-0-5-4-1
Powerball
estimated jackpot: $112 mil-

lion
Rolling Cash 5
03-07-12-19-33
estimated jackpot: $140,000
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a 
public hearing in Case No. 16-1852-EL-SSO, In the Matter of 
the Application of Ohio Power Company for Authority to Es-
tablish a Standard Service Offer Pursuant to R.C. 4928.143, 
in the Form of an Electric Security Plan, and in Case No. 
16-1853-EL-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of Ohio 
Power Company for Approval of Certain Accounting Author-
ity. In the application, Ohio Power Company d/b/a AEP Ohio 
seeks Commission approval of an electric security plan filed 
on November 23, 2016, and matters related to the company’s 
procurement of power for the period of June 1, 2018 through 
May 31, 2024. On August 25, 2017, a Joint Stipulation and 
Recommendation was filed by various parties for the Com-
mission’s consideration, which, if approved by the Commis-
sion, would resolve all the issues raised in this matter.

The public hearing is scheduled for the purpose of providing 
an opportunity for interested members of the public to testify 
in this proceeding. The hearing will be held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 12, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., at Ohio History Center, 800 East 
17th Avenue, Cardinal Classroom, Columbus, Ohio 43211-
2497.

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Colum-
bus, Ohio 43215-3793, viewing the Commission’s web page 
at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the Commission’s 
hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

The Board of Directors of Civista Bancshares,  
Inc., Sandusky, Ohio, has approved a quarterly 
dividend of seven cents per share to shareholders 
of record on January 23, 2018, payable February 1, 2018.   
Affiliated companies of Civista Bancshares, Inc. 
are Civista Bank, First Citizens Insurance Agency 
Inc., and Water Street Properties.

www.civb.com

Lynn Moritz explains Media Communications to the Talbott family during the PCTC open house on Thursday.

Company says Ohio, PA nuclear plants in danger of closing
TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) — FirstEnergy Corp.’s nuclear

plant near Toledo is likely headed for closure and the out-
look is just as bleak for its two other plants near
Cleveland and Beaver Valley, Pennsylvania, a company
executive said Thursday. 

No date has been set for the potential closures, and sell-
ing the plants will be almost impossible because of the
costs to operate them in deregulated electricity markets,
James Pearson, FirstEnergy’s chief financial officer said.

The company has been warning that it could decide this
year whether to sell or close the three aging nuclear
plants because they can’t compete with new natural gas
plants. 

Nuclear plant operators along the East Coast and in the
Midwest impacted by the natural gas boom have been
pressing lawmakers to help with financial rescues.

But Akron-based FirstEnergy hasn’t been able to sway
lawmakers in Ohio and Pennsylvania. It also was dealt a

blow when the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
in January rejected a Trump administration plan to bol-
ster coal-fired and nuclear power plants.

No matter what happens, it’s unlikely that FirstEnergy
will have a role in operating the Davis-Besse plant near
Toledo, the Perry plant near Cleveland and the Beaver
Valley nuclear plant west of Pittsburgh, Pearson said.

‘‘Those units cannot generate enough cash to cover
costs,’’ he said, adding that the company’s coal-fired
plants are also in jeopardy of being sold or closed.

A key date is coming up in April when FirstEnergy
Solutions, which owns the nuclear plants, has a $100 mil-
lion debt payment due. 

The two Ohio plants, which sit along Lake Erie, pro-
duce 14 percent of the state’s electricity.

They’re also vital to the rural towns where they’re
located and generate millions in tax money for schools
and local governments.

US official urges Turkey to halt Syria campaign
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) —

The United States would pre-
fer that Turkish troops
‘‘remove themselves’’ from a
conflict in the Syrian border
town of Afrin and focus on
‘‘long-term strategic goals’’
like ending Syria’s war,
President Donald Trump’s
homeland security adviser
said Thursday.

Speaking at the World
Economic Forum in Davos
before Trump’s arrival, Tom
Bossert said Turkey ‘‘ought
to be mindful of the potential
for escalation as they move
into Syria and Afrin.’’ 

The United States has
expressed concerns over
Turkey’s military offensive
against the Kurdish-con-
trolled enclave of Afrin in
northwestern Syria, which
began Saturday, but Bossert’s
comments were the most
direct call yet for Turkey to
withdraw. 

Turkey has vowed to
expand its operation against
Syrian Kurdish forces,
known as the People’s

Defense Units or YPG, to
other areas along the border.
Ankara views the YPG as a
major threat because of its
links to Kurdish insurgents in
Turkey.

The YPG forms the back-
bone of the Syrian
Democratic Forces, a U.S.
ally that drove the Islamic
State group from much of
northeastern Syria. U.S.
troops are embedded with the
SDF in other parts of Syria,
where they are working to
prevent a resurgence of IS,
but do not operate in or near
Afrin.

The rising tensions
between the U.S. and its
NATO ally Turkey were on
display after a phone call
Wednesday between Trump
and his Turkish counterpart,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

The White House said
Trump expressed concern
about the fighting and told
Erdogan the Afrin operation
jeopardizes shared goals in
Syria. It said Trump also
expressed concern about

‘‘destructive and false rheto-
ric coming from Turkey,’’ in
reference to recent anti-
American statements made
by Turkish officials.

Turkish officials disputed
the White House readout,
saying it did not ‘‘accurately
reflect’’ the content of their
discussions. They said Trump
did not voice concerns about
the violence or use the phrase
‘‘destructive and false rheto-
ric coming from Turkey.’’
The officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity in line with
government rules.

Turkish Prime Minister
Binali Yildirim lashed out at
the United States, saying ‘‘it
is astounding and unaccept-
able ... that a country which is
supposed to protect NATO’s
borders is giving open sup-
port to armed entities that tar-
get our borders.’’

Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu told
reporters that U.S. Secretary
of State Rex Tillerson, during
a meeting in Paris this week,
had raised the possibility of

the creation of a 30-kilome-
ter-deep (20-mile) ‘‘safe
zone’’ in Syria running along
Turkey’s border. But he said
trust between Ankara and
Washington has to be
restored before Turkey would
be prepared to discuss the
issue. When asked in Davos
about the safe zone, Tillerson
said ‘‘we discussed a number
of possible options but we
didn’t propose anything.’’

Bossert meanwhile said it
would be a ‘‘terrible out-
come’’ if Turkish troops
clashed with ‘‘the proxy
forces that we have all been
relying on to defeat ISIS,
especially if there are U.S.
advisers in the region.’’ He
said there could be ‘‘grave
consequences to any miscal-
culation and escalation.’’ 

He acknowledged Turkey’s
‘‘legitimate security con-
cerns’’ about the Syrian
Kurdish forces along its bor-
der, but said they were
‘‘smaller concerns than the
grander strategic need for a
stable and supportable

Syria.’’ 
‘‘I’m not in any way criti-

cal of the Turkish decisions,
but I’m just praying for their
longer-term strategic
patience,’’ Bossert said.

A new round of U.N.-led
talks on Syria opened
Thursday in Vienna, where
U.N. special envoy Staffan de
Mistura met with Syrian gov-
ernment representatives and
planned to separately hold
talks with an opposition dele-
gation.

De Mistura said the talks,
which have made little if any
progress since they began
four years ago, are at a ‘‘very
critical moment.’’ Russia
plans to hold separate peace
talks on Jan 29.

Islamic State militants
meanwhile launched a wave
of attacks against government
forces in eastern and northern
Syria. The extremists have
been driven from nearly all
the territory they once held in
Syria and neighboring Iraq
but have proved they can still
carry out insurgent-style

attacks. 
The Syrian Observatory for

Human Rights said IS mili-
tants attacked Syrian troops
and allied forces stationed in
the eastern Deir el-Zour
province, killing over a dozen
fighters in attacks several
kilometers (miles) apart.

State media also reported
the attack, saying it had been
repelled. IS announced a new
offensive against Syrian gov-
ernment forces on its social
media accounts.

The Observatory said the
militants are also on the
offensive in northern Syria,
where they seized a number
of villages in Aleppo
province that position them
closer to a strategic road link-
ing northern and central
Syria. 

Over the past month, IS has
established a presence in the
northwestern Idlib province
for the first time in four years,
after it was expelled by rival
Syrian insurgent groups. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. mortgage rates rose this
week for a third week in a row, lifted by investors’ expecta-
tions for faster economic growth, which has pushed up bor-
rowing costs.

Mortgage giant Freddie Mac said Thursday that the rate on
30-year, fixed-rate mortgages rose to 4.15 percent this week
from 4.04 percent. That is the highest since March. The rate
on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, which is popular with home-
owners who are refinancing, rose to 3.62 percent, also the
third straight increase. 

Signs of faster economic growth have also lifted concerns
that inflation may quicken and the Federal Reserve will raise
short-term interest rates more quickly to keep price increases
in check. That has driven up the yield on the 10-year Treasury
note. Mortgage rates track the yield on the 10-year.

The rate on five-year adjustable-rate mortgages climbed to
3.52 percent this week, after a flat reading of 3.46 percent last
week. 

To calculate average mortgage rates, Freddie Mac surveys
lenders across the country between Monday and Wednesday
each week. The average doesn’t include extra fees, known as
points, which most borrowers must pay to get the lowest
rates.

The fee on 30-year mortgages slipped to 0.5 point from 0.6
point last week. The fee on 15-year mortgages was
unchanged 0.5 percent. And the fee on five-year adjustable
home loans moved up to 0.4 percent from 0.3 point.

US mortgage rates rise
for third straight week 



Another school shooting: Are we numb to it?
ATLANTA (AP) — The

shooting of more than a dozen
students at a Kentucky high
school might have been expect-
ed to shock the nation, but
Americans seem numbed by
the apparent frequency of
school shootings since 20 chil-
dren and six adults were killed
at a Connecticut elementary
school in 2012, gun-control
advocates say.

President Donald Trump
took more than 24 hours to
express sorrow about the
shooting on Twitter — but
tweeted about text messages
between FBI agents and immi-
gration in the meantime —
while Canada’s prime minister,
Justin Trudeau, tweeted condo-
lences and called Kentucky’s
governor the same day.
Although the story led many
newscasts, much coverage of
the shooting in Benton, Ken-
tucky, emphasized how stu-
dents put past safety training
into practice, running as far as
a mile to escape the gunfire.

A 15-year-old boy was in
police custody after authorities
say he walked into Marshall
County High School armed
with a pistol Tuesday morning
and immediately started firing.
Two 15-year-old classmates
were killed and 18 others were
injured.

Gun safety and school safe-
ty advocates say the shock fac-
tor has disappeared amid years
of school shootings, making
them feel like common, every-
day events.

“It is a story that feels prob-
ably like the movie ‘Groundhog
Day,’” said Shannon Watts, who
founded Moms Demand Action
after watching the shooting at
a Newtown, Connecticut, ele-
mentary school that killed 20
children and six adults.

“It almost is like some kind
of bar has been set (since New-
town), and if school shootings
don’t reach that bar, then
maybe they’re not newswor-
thy, which is in itself wrong,”
Watts later added. “We have to
care every time a gun goes off

on school grounds, no matter
what the reason is ... because
we are the only developed
nation where this happens.”

In the five years since the
Sandy Hook Elementary
School shooting, the United
States has had 283 school
shootings — 11 since just the
beginning of this year — by
gun control advocates’ count.
The day before the shooting in
Benton, a 16-year-old boy shot
and injured a 15-year-old girl
in the cafeteria at a high school
in Italy, Texas — barely a blip

on the national news.
Katherine Newman’s book

“Rampage: The Social Roots of
School Shootings,” zeroes in on
two shootings, one of which
occurred in Paducah, Ky., just
24 miles from Benton.

These types of school shoot-
ings — rampage shootings —
remain uncommon, she said.
However, because they are
lumped in with all sorts of
other shootings near or at
schools, they feel like they’re
happening more frequently.
For example, among the 11
cases this year some count as a
school shooting was a 31-year-
old man who killed himself in
the parking lot of a Michigan
elementary school. In
researching the 2004 book,
Newman said they tracked
school shootings from 1970 to
2000 and identified 20 that fit
the rampage category.

By the strict definition, no
school shootings have hap-
pened so far this year except
the ones in Kentucky and
Texas, plus a teen who killed
himself in a school bathroom.

Newman said actual school
shootings remain rare and
occur most often in places just
like Benton: small, rural and
viewed as idyllic places to
grow up. But those qualities
sow the seeds for the kids who
carry out these shootings, she
said.

“These are tiny towns where
people feel like it’s a wonderful
place to raise your kids
because everyone knows your

name,” Newman said.
But in these towns, she said,

future shooters grow up sur-
rounded by classmates who
seem to be enjoying life,
excelling in sports or academ-
ics, and being raised in won-
derful families. They struggle
to fit in and, when they can’t,
they conjure up shootings as a
way to at least become notori-
ous.

“They were trying to get
people to think of them as an
antihero because that was bet-
ter than being thought of as a
loser,” she said.

School shootings rarely hap-
pen spontaneously or without a
few classmates having a whiff
it might happen. The solution?
Finding ways to ensure kids
can tell an adult without feel-
ing like snitches or reactionar-
ies.

Robert Boyd, executive
director of the Delaware-based
Secure Schools Alliance, which
works on making schools safer,
said the vast majority of mass
shootings at elementary
schools are committed by an
intruder, while those at middle
and high schools are by stu-
dents.

“The malaise, the tolerance
that we as a society have built
up about students doing vio-
lence on other students, we
seem to have more collective
outrage when it’s an intruder,”
Boyd said. “But we’ve just
come to accept that it’s normal
for a student to walk in with a
gun and start shooting.”

Associated Press

COMFORTING ONE ANOTHER — Alyssa Edging, center, a student at
McCracken County High School, embraces Erica Johnson, left, and
Abigail Hicks, both juniors at Marshall County High School in Benton,
Ky., following a prayer vigil at Paducah Tilghman High School in Pa-
ducah, Ky., Wednesday. The gathering was held to honor the victims
of the Marshall County High School shooting.

Chinese opioid sellers exploit U.S. postal service flaw
WASHINGTON (AP)

— China said Thursday it
is ready to work with the
United States in fighting
illicit opioid shipments
after congressional
investigators found that
Chinese opioid manufac-
turers exploit weak
screening in the U.S.

Postal Service to ship
large quantities of illegal
drugs to American deal-
ers.

“Anti-drug coordina-
tion is one of the high-
lights of China-U.S. law
enforcement coopera-
tion,” foreign ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chun-

ying said at a regular
briefing. “We stand
ready to work with the
U.S. to enhance our coor-
dination in this field.”

In a yearlong probe
published Wednesday,
Senate investigators
found that Chinese sell-
ers, who openly market

opioids such as fentanyl
to U.S. buyers, are push-
ing delivery through the
U.S. postal system. The
sellers are taking advan-
tage of a failure by the
postal service to fully
implement an electronic
data system that would
help authorities identify
suspicious shipments.

At a time of massive
growth in postal ship-
ments from China due to
e-commerce, the investi-
gators found that the

postal system received
the electronic data on
just over a third of all
international packages,
making more than 300
million packages in 2017
much harder to screen.
Data in the Senate report
shows no significant
improvement during
2017 despite the urgency.

The U.S. Postal Serv-
ice said it has made dra-
matic progress in the last
year in total packages
with opioids seized by

U.S. Customs and Border
Protection.

“The Postal Service
will continue to work
tirelessly to address this
serious societal issue,”
spokesman David Parten-
heimer said.

He said implementing
the use of electronic data
is slowed by the need to
negotiate with interna-
tional partners, but the
service is making
progress.

Reporters found mul-
tiple sellers willing to
ship carfentanil — an opi-
oid used as an elephant
tranquilizer that is so
potent it has been consid-
ered a chemical weapon.
The sellers also offered
advice on how to evade
screening by U.S. author-
ities.

Researchers on the
Permanent Subcommit-
tee on Investigations also
contacted Chinese sellers
directly. The sellers pre-
ferred payment in Bit-
coin.

Investigators traced
the online sellers to
seven U.S. opioid deaths
and 18 drug arrests.

Dr. Jill Hawkins
Au.D., CCC-A
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• Custom Hearing Protection 
• Assistive Devices

Your Locally Owned
Hearing Care Provider

www.hawkinshearingweirton.com
206 Three Springs Dr. • Suite 1, Weirton, WV

304-914-4009

LEGAL NOTICE

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a 
public hearing in Case No. 16-1852-EL-SSO, In the Mat-
ter of the Application of Ohio Power Company for Author-
ity to Establish a Standard Service Offer Pursuant to R.C. 
4928.143, in the Form of an Electric Security Plan, and in 
Case No. 16-1853-EL-AAM, In the Matter of the Application 
of Ohio Power Company for Approval of Certain Account-
ing Authority. In the application, Ohio Power Company d/b/a 
AEP Ohio seeks Commission approval of an electric security 

company’s procurement of power for the period of June 1, 

-
ties for the Commission’s consideration, which, if approved 
by the Commission, would resolve all the issues raised in 
this matter.

The public hearing is scheduled for the purpose of providing 
an opportunity for interested members of the public to tes-
tify in this proceeding. The hearing will be held on Monday, 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public
-

at , or contacting the Commission’s 
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