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WASHINGTON, DC 

February 1, 2018 

Ms. Barcy F. McNeal 
Docketing Division 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
RE:  In the Matter of the Joint Application of Horizon 

Telcom, Inc. and Horizon Acquisition Parent LLC  
to Transfer Ownership of Horizon Telcom, Inc. to 
Horizon Acquisition Parent LLC  
Case No. 18-0199-TP-ACO 

Dear Ms. McNeal: 

On behalf of Horizon Telcom, Inc. and Horizon Acquisition Parent LLC (Joint 
Applicants), please find enclosed the telecommunications filing form and 
exhibits for the transfer of ownership of Horizon Telcom, Inc. to Horizon 
Acquisition Parent LLC. 
 

Horizon Telcom, Inc. (Telcom), an Ohio corporation, is the parent company of 
Horizon Services, Inc., Horizon Technology, Inc., and The Chillicothe 
Telephone Company (all Ohio corporations). Telcom is a leading provider of 
advanced broadband services throughout much of Ohio and into surrounding 
states. Utilizing its extensive network of fiber optic cable, Telcom delivers 
advanced high-speed data services, Internet, voice, digital video, security and 
monitoring services. The Chillicothe Telephone Company is a rural incumbent 
local exchange carrier authorized and certificated by the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio (Commission) to provide wireline local exchange 
telecommunications services and exchange access within ten local exchanges 
that serve portions of Ross, Pike, Pickaway, Jackson, Hocking, and Vinton 
counties. 
 

Horizon Acquisition Merger Sub, Inc. (Merger Sub), is an Ohio corporation 
owned by Horizon Acquisition Parent LLC (Parent), a Delaware limited liability 
company, which is owned by the Novacap TMT V funds, which are part of the 
Novacap Group (Novacap), a Montreal-based private equity firm. Founded in 
1981, Novacap is one of the leading technology, media, and 
telecommunications private equity firms in North America, with $1.8 billion in 
assets under management. Novacap has over three decades of experience  
operating telecommunications companies throughout the United States and 
Canada. 
 

Pursuant to the January 25, 2018 Agreement and Plan of Merger by and 
among Telcom, Merger Sub, and Parent, at closing Merger Sub will be 
merged with and into Telcom, with Telcom continuing as the surviving 
corporation, which will be wholly-owned by Parent.  
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Overview and Public Interest Considerations  

 

The purpose of the transaction is to recapitalize Telcom to assure that it will 
have a strengthened balance sheet and increased access to capital, which will 
enhance Telcom’s ability to innovate and provide ever-more sophisticated 
advanced network services to Ohio customers and businesses. Upon 
consummation of the transaction, Parent will have acquired 100% ownership of 
the common stock of Telcom.  Thus, there will be a change in control of the 
holding company for The Chillicothe Telephone Company, a domestic 
telephone company, and Commission approval is required under Revised Code 
4905.402.   

 

Novacap 
 

The management team of Novacap serves as a resource to its portfolio 
companies, and Novacap attempts to accelerate value creation by enhancing 
profitability through operational improvements and by fostering organic growth 
initiatives. 
 

Management  
 

Telcom and each of its existing subsidiaries will continue to exist and operate 
under this new ownership structure. Substantially all of the current 
management of Telcom will continue to manage the operations of Telcom and 
its subsidiaries following closing of the transaction (with the exception of any 
management changes that are not related to the transaction). Specifically, the 
management for The Chillicothe Telephone Company will remain the same.  
 

Effect on Customers   
 

The effect of the transaction will be transparent to current customers of The 
Chillicothe Telephone Company. The Chillicothe Telephone Company will 
continue in its current corporate form, and there will be no modification to its 
regulated services, rate schedules or terms and conditions as a result of the 
transaction. As noted above, the transaction contemplates no material changes 
to the current operational management structure of any of Telcom’s operating 
companies. 
 

Notice Procedure 
 

Although the transaction will be transparent to customers of The Chillicothe 
Telephone Company, a notice of the transaction will be provided to all 
customers after the transaction closes, in the form of a letter, email and/or 
phone call. 
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Conclusion  
 

The Joint Applicants request that the Commission find that the transaction will 
promote public convenience and result in the provision of adequate service for 
a reasonable rate, rental, toll, or charge. For the foregoing reasons, the Joint 
Applicants request that the Commission conclude that no hearing is necessary; 
and approve this application under Revise Code Section 4905.402(B). 
 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 
Andrew C. Emerson 
 
ACE 
Enclosures: 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

PUCO Telecommunications Filing Form 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILING FORM

(Effective: - -201 )
This form is intended to be used with most types of required filings.  It provides check boxes with rule references for the most common types of filings. It does

not replace or supersede Commission rules in any way.

In the Matter of the Application of )
)
)
)

TRF Docket No. 90 -
Case No. - - TP -
NOTE: Unless you have reserved a Case #, leave the
“Case No” fields BLANK.

Phone Fax

Phone

Phone

Name of Registrant(s)
DBA(s) of Registrant(s)
Address of Registrant(s)
Company Web Address
Regulatory Contact Person(s)
Regulatory Contact Person’s Email Address
Contact Person for Annual Report
Address (if different from above)
Consumer Contact Information
Address (if different from above)

Motion for protective order included with filing? Yes No
Motion for waiver(s) filed affecting this case? Yes No [Note: Waivers may toll any automatic timeframe.]

Notes:
Section I and II are Pursuant to 4901:1-6.
Section III – Carrier to Carrier is Pursuant to 4901:1-7, and Wireless is Pursuant to 4901:1-6-24.
Section IV – Attestation.

(1) Indicate the Carrier Type and the reason for submitting this form by checking the boxes below.

(2) For requirements for various applications, see the identified section of Ohio Adm ode  4901 and/or the
supplemental application form noted.

(3) Information regarding the number of copies required by the may be obtained from the ’s website at
www. .ohio.gov under the docketing information system section, by calling the docketing division at 614-466-4095, or by 
visiting the docketing division at the offices of the .

(4)  An Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier (ILEC) offering basic local exchange service (BLES) outside its traditional service area 
should choose CLEC designation when proposing to offer BLES outside its traditional service area or when proposing to make 
changes to that service.

All ilings that result in a change to one or more tariff pages require, at a minimum, the following exhibits:

Exhibit Description:
A The tariff pages subject to the proposed change(s) as they exist before the change(s)
B The ariff pages subject to the proposed change(s), reflecting the change, with the change(s) marked in the right margin.
C A short description of the nature of the change(s), the intent of the change(s), and the customers affected.

D A copy of the notice provided to customers, along with an affidavit that the notice was provided according to the 
applicable rule(s).
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Horizon Telcom, Inc. and Horizon
Acquisition Parent LLC ACO18 0199

Transfer Ownership of Horizon Telcom, Inc. to Horizon Acquisition Parent
LLC

Horizon Telcom, Inc.
Horizon Services, Inc., Horizon Technology, Inc., and The Chillicothe Telephone Company
68 E. Main St., Chillicothe, OH 45601

www.horizontel.com
Pete Holland 740-772-8547 740-773-4900

pete.holland@horizontel.com

✔
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Section I – Part I - Common Filings 

Carrier Type
Other (explain below) For Profit ILEC Not For Profit ILEC CLEC

Change terms & conditions of existing 
BLES

ATA 1-6-14(H)
(Auto 30 days)

ATA 1-6-14(H)
(Auto 30 days)

ATA 1-6-14(H)
(Auto 30 days)

Introduce non-recurring charge, surcharge, 
or fee to BLES

ATA 1-6-14(H)
(Auto 30 days)

Introduce or Increase Late Payment ATA 1-6-14(I)
(Auto 30 days)

ATA 1-6-14(I)
(Auto 30 days)

ATA 1-6-14(I)
(Auto 30 days)

Revisions to BLES Cap ZTA 1-6-14(F)
(0 day Notice)

Introduce BLES or expand local service area 
(calling area)

ZTA 1-6-14(H)
(0 day Notice)

ZTA 1-6-14(H)
(0 day Notice)

ZTA 1-6-14(H)
(0 day Notice)

Notice of no obligation to construct facilities 
and provide BLES

ZTA 1-6-27(C)
(0 day Notice)

ZTA 1-6-27(C)
(0 day Notice)

Change BLES Rates TRF 1-6-14(F)
(0 day Notice)

TRF 1-6-14(F)(4)
(0 day Notice)

TRF 1-6-14(G)
(0 day Notice)

To obtain BLES pricing flexibility BLS 1-6-14(C)(1)(c)
(Auto 30 days)

Change in boundary ACB 1-6-32
(Auto 14 days)

ACB 1-6-32
(Auto 14 days)

Expand service operation area TRF 1-6-08(G)(0 day)

BLES withdrawal ZTA 1-6-25(B)
(0 day Notice)

Other* (explain)

Section I – Part II – Customer Notification Offerings Pursuant to Chapter 4901:1-6-7 OAC

Type of Notice Direct Mail Bill Insert Bill Notation Electronic Mail
15-day Notice

30-day Notice

Date Notice Sent: 

Section I – Part III –IOS Offerings Pursuant to Chapter 4901:1-6-22 OAC

IOS Introduce New Tariff Change Price Change Withdraw
IOS
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Section II – Part I – Carrier Certification - Pursuant to Chapter 4901:1-6-08, 09 & 10 OAC

*Supplemental Certification forms can be found on the eb age.

Section II – Part II – Certificate Status & Procedural

Certificate Status ILEC CLEC
Telecommunications 
Service Provider Not 

Offering Local

Abandon all Services ABN 1-6-26
(Auto 30 days)

ABN 1-6-26
(Auto 30 days)

Change of Official Name * ACN 1-6-29(B)
(Auto 30 days)

ACN 1-6-29(B)
(Auto 30 days)

CIO 1-6-29(C)
(0 day Notice)

Change in Ownership  * ACO 1-6-29(E)
(Auto 30 days)

ACO 1-6-29(E)
(Auto 30 days)

CIO 1-6-29(C)
(0 day Notice)

Merger  * AMT 1-6-29(E)
(Auto 30 days)

AMT 1-6-29(E)
(Auto 30 days)

CIO 1-6-29(C)
(0 day Notice)

Transfer a Certificate  * ATC 1-6-29(B)
(Auto 30 days)

ATC 1-6-29(B)
(Auto 30 days)

CIO 1-6-29(C)
(0 day Notice)

Transaction for transfer or lease of 
property, plant or business  * 

ATR 1-6-29(B)
(Auto 30 days)

ATR 1-6-29(B)
(Auto 30 days)

CIO 1-6-29(C)
(0 day

*Other exhibits may be required under the applicable rule(s). ACN, ACO, AMT, ATC, ATR and CIO
applications see the 4901:1-6-29 Filing Requirements on the 's eb age for a complete list of
exhibits.

Section III – Carrier to Carrier (Pursuant to 4901:1-7),  and Wireless (Pursuant to 4901:1-6-24) 

Carrier to Carrier ILEC CLEC
Interconnection agreement, or amendment to 
an approved agreement

NAG 1-7-07
(Auto 90 day)

NAG 1-7-07
(Auto 90 day)

Request for Arbitration ARB 1-7-09
(Non-Auto)

ARB 1-7-09
(Non-Auto)

Introduce or change c-t-c service tariffs ATA 1-7-14
(Auto 30 days)

ATA 1-7-14
(Auto 30 days) 

Request rural carrier exemption, rural carrier 
suspension or modification

UNC1-7-04 or 05
(Non-Auto)

Changes in rates, terms & conditions to Pole 
Attachment, Conduit Occupancy and Rights-
of-Way.

ATA 1-3-04
(Auto 0 days)

Wireless Providers See 4901:1-6-24

RCC
[Registration &
Change in Operations]
(0 day)

NAG
[Interconnection 
Agreement or
Amendment] (Auto 90
days)

Certification ILEC
(Out of territory) CLEC

Telecommunications 
Service Provider 

Not Offering Local
CESTC CETC

* See Supplemental
form

ACE 1-6-08
* (Auto 30- day)

ACE 1-6-08
*(Auto 30 day)

ACE 1-6-08
*(Auto 30 day)

ACE 1-6-10
(Auto 30 day)

UNC 1-6-09
*(Non-Auto)
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Section IV. – Attestation

Registrant hereby attests to its compliance with pertinent entries and orders issued by the Commission.

AFFIDAVIT
Compliance with Commission Rules

I am an officer/agent of the applicant corporation, and am authorized to make this statement on its behalf.

(Name)

Please heck ALL that apply:

I attest that these tariffs comply with all applicable rules for the tate of Ohio. I understand that tariff notification filings do not 
imply Commission approval and that the Commission’s rules  as modified and clarified from time to time, supersede any 
contradictory provisions in our tariff. We will fully comply with the rules of the tate of Ohio and understand that noncompliance
can result in various penalties, including the suspension of our certificate to operate within the tate of Ohio.

I attest that customer notices accompanying this filing form were sent to affected customers, as specified in Section II,
in accordance with  4901:1-6-7.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on 
(Date) at (Location)

*Signature and
Title Date

*This affidavit is required for every tariff-affecting filing. It may be signed by counsel or an officer of the applicant, or an authorized
agent of the applicant. 

VERIFICATION

I, , verify that I have utilized the Telecommunications Filing Form for most proceedings provided by the Commission and that all of 
the information submitted here, and all additional information submitted in connection with this case, is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge. 

*Signature and
Title Date

*Verification is required for every filing. It may be signed by counsel or an officer of the applicant, or an authorized agent of the
applicant. 

Send your completed Application Form, including all required attachments as well as the required number of copies, to:

Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
Attention: Docketing Division

180 East Broad Street, Columbus, OH 43215-3793

Page 4 of 4

Horizon Telcom, Inc.
Steve A. Steele

Steve A. 
Steele

Digitally signed by Steve A. 
Steele
Date: 2018.02.01 11:10:02 
-05'00' February 1, 2018
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EXHIBIT B 
 

Horizon Telcom, Inc. Officers and Directors 
 

 

Directors 

William McKell 
Samuel Sproat 

Jennifer McKell 
Norman Frost 
Joel Gerber 

John Scarano 

 
 

Officers Officer Title 
William McKell Chief Executive Officer (Horizon) 

Peter Holland Chief Financial Officer (Horizon) / 

President (Hometown Services) 
Steve Steele Chief Operating Officer (Horizon) / 

President (Network Partners) 
Brian Riley Vice President of Technology 

(Network Partners) 
Joseph Holibaugh Vice President of Carrier and 

Wholesale Sales (Network Partners) 
Scott Moon Vice President of Finance/Controller 

(Horizon) 

 
 
The address and phone number for each Director and Officer is: 

 

68 East Main Street 

Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 

 

(740) 772 - 8200 
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EXHIBIT C 
 

Certificates of Good Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



I, Jon Husted, Secretary of State of the State of Ohio, do hereby certify that
the paper to which this is attached is a true and correct copy from the original
record now in my official custody as Secretary of State.

Witness my hand and the seal of the
Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio this
26th day of January, A.D. 2018.

Ohio Secretary of State

201802600932

Validation Number:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

STATE OF OHIO,

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE















I, Jon Husted, Secretary of State of the State of Ohio, do hereby certify that
the paper to which this is attached is a true and correct copy from the original
record now in my official custody as Secretary of State.

Witness my hand and the seal of the
Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio this
26th day of January, A.D. 2018.

Ohio Secretary of State

201802600932

Validation Number:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

STATE OF OHIO,

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE













I, Jon Husted, Secretary of State of the State of Ohio, do hereby certify that
the paper to which this is attached is a true and correct copy from the original
record now in my official custody as Secretary of State.

Witness my hand and the seal of the
Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio this
26th day of January, A.D. 2018.

Ohio Secretary of State

201802600932

Validation Number:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

STATE OF OHIO,

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE











I, Jon Husted, Secretary of State of the State of Ohio, do hereby certify that
the paper to which this is attached is a true and correct copy from the original
record now in my official custody as Secretary of State.

Witness my hand and the seal of the
Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio this
26th day of January, A.D. 2018.

Ohio Secretary of State

201802600932

Validation Number:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

STATE OF OHIO,

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE













I, Jon Husted, Secretary of State of the State of Ohio, do hereby certify that
the paper to which this is attached is a true and correct copy from the original
record now in my official custody as Secretary of State.

Witness my hand and the seal of the
Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio this
26th day of January, A.D. 2018.

Ohio Secretary of State

201802600932

Validation Number:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

STATE OF OHIO,

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE









Delaware
The First State

Page 1

                  

6686108   8300 Authentication: 202048398

SR# 20180550765 Date: 01-29-18
You may verify this certificate online at corp.delaware.gov/authver.shtml

I, JEFFREY W. BULLOCK, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF 

DELAWARE, DO HEREBY CERTIFY "HORIZON ACQUISITION PARENT LLC" IS 

DULY FORMED UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE AND IS IN GOOD 

STANDING AND HAS A LEGAL EXISTENCE SO FAR AS THE RECORDS OF THIS 

OFFICE SHOW, AS OF THE TWENTY-NINTH DAY OF JANUARY, A.D. 2018.       

AND I DO HEREBY FURTHER CERTIFY THAT THE ANNUAL TAXES HAVE BEEN 

ASSESSED TO DATE. 



This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

2/1/2018 3:40:23 PM

in

Case No(s). 18-0199-TP-ACO

Summary: Application of Horizon
Telcom, Inc. and Horizon Acquisition Parent LLC
to Transfer Ownership of Horizon Telcom, Inc. to
Horizon Acquisition Parent LLC electronically filed by Mr. Ronald J Romito on behalf of
HorizonTelcom, Inc. and Emerson, Andrew C.  Mr.
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