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the end of this year — a year
after projecting a deficit of
nearly $850,000.
Outgoing commissioner

Dan Martin voted for the
budget but spoke out about
several concerns, including
a lack of cost reduction and
savings efforts, he said.
Last year, both the Com-

munity Financial Advisory
Committee and an indepen-
dent consultant presented
reports that said the city
must findways tomake cost
reductions and cost savings,
DanMartin said.The income
tax increase approved last
year is basically a loan from
the voters, he said.
“In three to four years,

it’s very likely we could be
back in the same position
we were in last year with-
out addressing theotherend
of the equation that we told
voters we would and that’s
to also look at new ways of
savingmoney,consolidating,
coming up with other ways
of doing things,” he said.
The commission must

address those moving for-
ward, he said.
“Four or five years from

now, people will be asking
thosequestionsofwhathap-
pened to doing things that
were recommended in those
reports,” Martin said.
Commissioner Kevin

O’Neill has votednoonmul-
tiple budgets over the years,
including lastDecember.This
year,however,hesaid“itwas
hard to throw cold water”
on this budget because it
was balanced.
However, the city must

look at cuts, but he doesn’t
believe it’s the right time,
O’Neill said.
O’Neill views the tax

increase as a grant because

it doesn’t have to be paid
back. Residents will take
the money away if the city
doesn’t follow throughwith
its promises, he said.
“It’s going tobe in the fore-

cast,” he said. “I have two
more years here. I’m going
to see that all of the things
I recommended before are
brought up again.”
Thecommissionmustcon-

tinue to find ways to save
money because it doesn’t
want to ask voters to renew
the .4-percent income tax
increase approved earlier
this year, Commissioner
JoyceChiltonsaid. Shewants
the commission to discuss
those issues at its upcoming
retreat in February.
The city has every inten-

tion of following the recom-
mendations thatmakesense,
CityManagerJimBodenmiller
said.Theprocesshasalready
begun in some instances,
including leasingequipment,
examining a wellness pro-
gramforemployeesandcon-
tractingcertainmaintenance
services.
“It’s only been sixmonths

since the levy passed,”
Bodenmiller said. “We’ve
done a hell of a lot in six
months.We’re on track and
we’vekepteverypromisewe

made during the levy cam-
paign.We’re going full force.
You can’t expect to change
the course we were on for
10 years in six months. ...
We should beproudofwhat
we’re doing and we should
beproudofouremployees.”
Springfield is expected

to spend about $28.4 mil-
lion onpersonnel next year,
the largest expenditure in its
general fund. The city is also
expectedtospendabout$5.6
million on medical insur-
ance, a 12 percent increase
from the previous year.
Thebudget includes raises

for employees, Boden-
miller told the News-Sun
last month. It’s currently in
negotiations with five of its
six unions, he said.
The city recently gave

raises to its AFSCME units,
including 3 percent raises
this year and a 2 percent
increase next year. Those
employees also agreed to
pay an increased share of
health-care costs, Boden-
miller said.
Some employees have

gone eight years with vir-
tually no increase, Boden-
miller said,which the recent
performance audit said isn’t
sustainable.
The city plans to hire 11

new positions, including
seven new police officers
to kick-start the Safe Streets
Task Force.
Otherpositions tobehired

include several that were
recently scaledback, suchas
a payroll officer, an income
tax account clerk, a code
enforcement officer and a
communications officer.
The city will spend about

$5.4 million to make capi-
tal improvements, includ-
ing $2million for neighbor-
hood streets pledged as part
of the income tax increase,
Bodenmiller said.
At the end of last year, the

city was projected to have
rainy day reserves of about
$1.39 million, or about 3.5
percent of its overall budget.
With the increased income
tax, therainyday fund ispro-
jected to be $4.2 million at
the end of 2018 — nearly 10
percent of the budget.
The commission’s goal is

to have about 10 percent set
aside, but a recent perfor-
mance audit said the city’s
rainy day fund should sit
at about 16 to 17 percent,
Bodenmiller said.

Contact this reporterat937-
328-0366oremailMichael.
Cooper@coxinc.com.
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tax increase
approved
recently by
voters has
turned a
projected
deficit at
Springfield
CityHall into
a $520,000
expected
budget
surplus. BILL
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Michigan doctor
gets 60-year
prison sentence

AssociatedPress

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. — A
former elite sports doctor
whose sexual assault cases
have rockedMichigan State
Universityandthegroupthat
trainsU.S.Olympicgymnasts
was sentenced Thursday to
60 years in federal prison
for possessing thousands of
imagesofchildpornography.
It’s the first of three prison

sentences for Larry Nassar,
who will learn his punish-
ment in state court in January
after pleading guilty to using
his hands to molest girls at
his campus office, his home
andat agymnastics clubnear
Lansing,Michigan,sometimes
with parents in the room.
McKayla Maroney, amem-

ber of the 2012 gold medal
Olympic team, attended the
court hearing after describ-
ing Nassar as a “monster” in
a letter to U.S. District Judge
Janet Neff. She and Olympic
gymnasts Aly Raisman and
Gabby Douglas say they are
among his assault victims.
Nassar said he has an

addiction.
“Yougobackandyouwon-

derhow I gotdown this path
to begin with,” he told the
judge. “I really did try to be
a goodperson. ... I hopeone
day I can be forgiven, and
I’m going to take every day
of your sentence to try to
better myself.”
Neff followed the govern-

ment’srecommendedsentence,
saying Nassar “should never
againhaveaccess to children.”
She said the federal sen-

tencewon’t startuntilhecom-

pletes his
sentences
for assault,
which effec-
tivelymeans
the 54-year-
oldwon’t be
free again.
Nassar faces
at least 25
y e a r s i n
prison in the
other cases.

“He’s devastated, obvi-
ously,”defenseattorneyMat-
thewNewburg said outside
court.
The child porn was dis-

covered last year. Nas-
sar acknowledged that he
dumped computer hard
drives and paid $49 to have
a laptop’s memory wiped
clean to try to outfox police.
The hard driveswere found
by investigators because the
trash truck onhis streetwas
late.
Separately,more than 100

women and girls are suing
Nassar. Michigan State and
USA Gymnastics also are
defendants in many cases.
In a statement, Michigan

State said the 60-year sen-
tence “represents another
important step toward jus-
tice for the victims.” But vic-
tims and lawyers have been
deeply critical of the school,
claiming campus officials
failed to recognize years ago
that Nassar was a threat.
John Manly, an attorney

representing many women
and girls in lawsuits, said
negotiations with Michi-
gan State and a mediator
failed to lead to an agree-
ment this week. Michigan
State declined to comment.
“We intend tofight for jus-

tice for the victims,” Manly
said.

Former physician
for U.S. gymnasts
had child porn.

Dr. Larry
Nassar

TEXAS

Fathershoots,kills
gunmanateatery
Police say a father eating

with his family at a fast food
restaurant in San Antonio
fatally shot a robber who
threatened his family with
a gun. Police Capt. Michael
Starnes told theSanAntonio
Express-Newsthat therobber
diedat the sceneWednesday
evening. SanAntonio police
Sgt. RoyMiller says the gun-
man threatened the father
and restaurant employees
and the employees ran out
the back of the restaurant.
The gunman demanded
moneyand,when the father
refused, the gunman turned
hisweapontowardtheman’s
family. At that point, the
father, who is licensed to
carryafirearm,pulledouthis
own gun and fired. Starnes
says the father isn’t facing
charges and that he “really
saved theday andprotected
a lot of people.”

SAUDIARABIA

Prince isbuyerof
daVincipainting
Prince Bader bin Abdul-

lah binMohammedbin Far-
han al-Saud is the mystery
buyerofLeonardodaVinci’s
painting “Salvator Mundi,”
which fetched a record
$450.3 million at auction
last month. Bader splurged
on this decidedly un-Islamic
portrait of Christ at a time
whenmostmembers of the
Saudielite, includingsomein
the royal family,werecower-
ing under a sweeping crack-
downagainst corruptionand
self-enrichment.

JAPAN

Hirohito’saccountof
WWIIsells for$275K
A transcript of the mem-

oirs of Japan’s wartime
emperor,Hirohito, inwhich
he explained his country’s
reasons for entering World
War II, sold at auction in
NewYorkonWednesday for
$275,000. The notes, hand-
written in pencil and black
inkby an imperial court offi-
cial, cover the period from
1928 to 1945, and include the
emperor’s account of the
events leading up to Japan’s
entry intoWorldWar II, the
attack on Pearl Harbor and
the country’s surrender.
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821 North Belmont Avenue,
Springfield, Ohio
937-323-7536

www.sunriseco-op.com

WE HAVE SPORTS ITEMS IN STOCK.
GREAT FOR STOCKING STUFFERS!

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Saturday 8am-2pm
Closed on Sundays

Closed Dec 12, 25 and 26

Check us out online
www.sunriseco-op.com

Dog Biscuits
And Bones

10% off
Exp. 12/31/17

20# Propane
Refills

$2.00 Off
*Does Not Apply To Top Offs
Can Only Use One Coupon
Per Tank. Exp. 12/31/17

Gloves

5% off
Exp. 12/31/17

Sassafras, Inter Changeable
Mats And Garden Flags

25% off
Exp. 12/31/17

Buy 4 Pig Ears
Get One

FREE
Exp. 12/31/17

40# Apple
Deer Corn

$7.49
Exp. 12/31/17

DECEMBER 9TH

9AM-1PM
WE WELCOME KIDS,

ADULTS AND
PETS OF ALL KINDS.

FREE PICTURES
WITH SANTA

Dog
Collars

10% off
Exp. 12/31/17

American Transmission Systems, Inc. (ATSI), a FirstEnergy company, is proposing an adjustment
to a transmission line route in Moorefield Township, Clark County, Ohio, that was previously
approved by the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) on April 14, 2017 (Case No. 16-2282-EL-BLN).
The 1.69-mile-long adjustment to the route is being made to accommodate the requests of affected
property owners, and requires ATSI to file a revised application for a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility and Public Need. The new application with the route adjustment was filed at OPSB
on December 5, 2017 and has been assigned Case No. 17-2386-EL-BLN.

The following public officials and agencies have been served with copies of the application as
required by OPSB regulations:
Ms. Melanie Flax Wilt, President, Commissioner, Clark County Board of Commissioners
Mr. Lowell McGlothin, Commissioner, Clark County Board of Commissioners
Mr. Richard Lohnes, Commissioner, Clark County Board of Commissioners
Ms. Jennifer Hutchinson, Clark County Administrator, Board of Clark County Commissioners
Ms. Jo Anderson, Chairperson, Clark County Planning Commission
Mr. Johnathan A. Burr, P.E., P.S., Clark County Engineer
Mr. Jack McKee, Trustee, Moorefield Township
Mr. Daren Cotter, Trustee, Moorefield Township
Mr. Joseph Mosier, Trustee, Moorefield Township
Ms. Janet Dyer, Fiscal Officer, Moorefield Township
A copy of the application and information on how to request a hard copy of the application can be
found at www.firstenergycorp.com/about/transmission_project/ohio.html. The application is also
available for public inspection at the offices of the Ohio Power Siting Board, c/o Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio, Utilities Department, 12th Floor, Borden Building, 180 East Broad Street,
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793, www.opsb.ohio.gov. It is also available at the following libraries:
Clark County Public Library, 201 South Fountain Avenue, Springfield, OH 45506
Park Branch, Clark County Public Library, 1119 North Bechtle Avenue, Springfield, OH 45504
A Letter of Notification application for a certificate to construct operate, and maintain the above-
named electric transmission line facility is now pending before the Siting Board. The project
application has been assigned Docket No. 17-2386-EL-BLN, and this docket number should be
referenced in all communications about this proceeding.
In accordance with Ohio Administrative Code (“OAC”) Rule 4906-6-08(A)(6), please be advised
that interested persons may file motions to intervene and/or file comments with the Board within
ten days of the date of publication of this notice, in accordance with Rule OAC 4906-2-12, or later
if good cause is shown. Petitions to intervene and comments should be addressed to the Ohio
Power Siting Board, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 and cite the above-listed
case number (Docket No. 17-2386-EL-BLN).
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

12/8/2017 10:20:59 AM

in

Case No(s). 17-2386-EL-BLN

Summary: Proof of Pub of Public Notice of Application electronically filed by Mr. Robert J
Schmidt on behalf of American Transmission Systems Inc.


