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LETTER OF NOTIFICATION 
Case No. 17-1994-GA-BLN  

NGO Transmission, Inc. (“NGOT”) submits this Letter of Notification, pursuant to Ohio 

Admin. Code 4906-6-03(B) and 4906-6-05, concerning a proposed pipeline replacement known 

as the James Parkway Replacement Project (Line 3-F) (the “Project”).  NGOT is requesting 

expedited treatment of this Letter of Notification pursuant to Ohio Admin. Code 4906-6-04.  As 

required by Ohio Admin. Code 4906-6-05, NGOT provides the following information: 

(1) The name of the project and applicant’s reference number, names and reference 
number(s) of resulting circuits and a brief description of the project, and why the 
project meets the requirements for a letter of notification. 

The Project is identified as the James Parkway Replacement Project (Line 3-F).  The 

Project involves the replacement and relocation of an approximately 5,700 foot section of 8-inch 

and 10-inch bare steel pipeline with approximately 5,400 feet of 10-inch coated steel main.  The 

existing bare steel pipeline will be relocated utilizing a single 10-inch, 0.365 wall thickness 

(“W”), grade X 52 pipeline that will be coated and catholically protected with anodes. The 

design criteria will be for a Class 3 location. The pipeline will be designed for a Maximum 

Allowable Operating Pressure (“MAOP”) of 275 pounds per square inch (psig) and will be 

hydrostatically tested in place to a minimum of 413 psig.  The current 10-inch section of pipe 

that will be replaced and relocated was installed in 1965 (52 years ago) and has a MAOP of 250 

psig.  The existing location of the pipeline inhibits potential development of property owned by 

the Heath-Newark-Licking County Port Authority (“Port Authority”) and the corresponding 

industrial park.  NGOT proposes to relocate the pipeline along the western edge James Parkway 

to allow for full development of the industrial park.   
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NGOT’s pipeline installation will begin at a point south of the intersection of Kaiser 

Drive and James Parkway and head north along the west side of James Parkway approximately 

3,300 feet to the location of a new regulator station on the west side of James Parkway and on 

property owned by the Port Authority.  NGOT will then install pipeline another approximately 

1,100 feet headed north from the new regulator station along the west side of James Parkway, 

under Ramp Creek, and to the north side of Irving Wick Drive.  The pipeline will then be 

installed along the north side of Irving Wick Drive headed west approximately 1,000 feet in 

public and private right of way to NGOT’s existing regulator station (West Check city gate) 

approximately 250 feet south of Heath Road.  The pipeline will be installed through trenching 

and boring.  The location of the Project is shown on Exhibit A.  The pipeline will be located in 

private easement, public utility corridor, and public road right of way.  No permanent access 

roads are proposed for the Project and NGOT does not anticipate any road closures will be 

required.   

This Project qualifies as a Letter Notification because it fits the criteria of OAC Rule 

4906-1-01, Appendix B (1)(b) which provides for the installation of a pipeline segment greater 

than one (1) mile in length and not less than five (5) miles in length.  In this instance, the 

installation project is just over one (1) mile in length.   

(2) If the proposed letter notification project is an electric power transmission line or 
gas pipeline, a statement explaining the need of the proposed facility.   

Due to the age and condition of this section of pipeline, NGOT has identified this 

pipeline for replacement.  The replacement will improve the safety and reliability of NGOT’s gas 

system.  In addition, the pipeline’s current location inhibits development of the Port Authority’s 
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property and relocation will allow for further development of the property.  The pipeline 

provides gas supply to National Gas & Oil Cooperative’s approximately 20,000 members in the 

Newark/Heath area.  Due to the importance of Line 3-F, abandoning this line is not feasible and 

it must be replaced and relocated.    

(3) The location of the project in relation to existing or proposed lines and substation 
shown in an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show existing proposed 
transmission facilities in the project area. 

A map showing the location and proposed work of the Project is attached as Exhibit A.   

(4) The alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed location or route is best 
suited for the proposed facility.  The discussion shall include, but not be limited to, 
impacts associated with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or engineering 
aspects of the project. 

The pipeline is currently located primarily on property owned by the Port Authority.  In 

addition, the relocation will allow the Port Authority to promote development of its properties.  

As a result, NGOT proposes to relocate the pipeline primarily on the Port Authority’s property 

and adjacent to (or within) road right of way.  Other routes that were considered, such as 

placement along the east side of James Parkway, would have placed the pipeline primarily on 

property not owned by the Port Authority.  This route would have required multiple new 

easements and increased impact on property owners.  Replacing the pipeline primarily on the 

Port Authority’s property and along the road is the most economical and least disruptive way to 

replace this pipeline while also maintaining safe and reliable gas supply.  
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(5) Describe the public information program to inform affected property owners and 
tenants of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project 
construction and restoration activities. 

NGOT has met with the Southgate Corporation and the Port Authority several times to 

discuss the Project.  NGOT has notified other affected property owners of the upcoming Project 

by letter and phone calls, and has offered to schedule in person meetings or phone calls to answer 

any additional questions.  The letter form to be sent to affected property owners and tenants of 

the upcoming Project within seven days of filing the letter of notification (in accordance with 

Ohio Admin. Code 4906-6-08) is attached hereto as Exhibit B.  NGOT is in the process of 

obtaining the permit for the road crossing and locations within public utility easements from the 

City of Heath.  Information will be updated and delivered to stakeholders in a timely fashion as 

the Project progresses.  

(6) The anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service date of the Project.   

Construction of the Project is planned to occur in two phases.  The first phase will begin at a 

point south of the intersection of Kaiser Drive and James Parkway and head north along the west 

side of James Parkway approximately 3,300 feet.  The first phase will end at the location of a 

new regulator station on the west side of James Parkway and on property owned by the Port 

Authority.  NGOT intends to begin construction for the first phase in early November and 

anticipates construction will be completed by the end of 2017.  The second phase of construction 

will begin in early 2018 (weather permitting).  The second phase of construction is anticipated to 

be completed in late spring 2018 and the entire new section of pipeline will be placed in-service 

in late spring 2018.  During the second phase, NGOT will install the new regulator station on the 

west side of James Parkway and will then install pipeline another approximately 1,100 feet north 
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of the new regulator station, under Ramp Creek and to the north side of Irving Wick Drive.  The 

pipeline will then be installed along the north side of Irving Wick Drive headed west 

approximately 1,000 feet in public and private right of way to NGOT’s existing regulator station.  

The pipeline will be installed through trenching and boring.  The location of the Project is shown 

on Exhibit A.   

(7) An area map of not less than 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility’s centerline, 
with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image. 

Please see the map attached as Exhibit A. 

(8) A list of properties for which the applicant has obtained easements, options, and/or 
land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the facility and a list of 
additional properties for which such agreements have not been obtained. 

NGOT has obtained, or is in the process of obtaining, easements, options, and/or land use 

agreements for the following property owners: 

 Heath-Newark-Licking County Port Authority (NGOT is in process of obtaining 

easements) 

 Southgate Corporation (NGOT has obtained an easement) 

 Timothy and Dawn Chester (NGOT has an existing easement) 

The remaining portions of the pipeline will be placed in the road right of way of Irving Wick 

Drive and James Parkway and within public utility corridor along James Parkway.  NGOT is in 

the process of obtaining the required permits from City of Heath.  
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(9) Technical features of the project. 
a. Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures 

required, and right-of-way and/or land requirements. 

The proposed pipeline segments will have a flow rate of 7,500 Mcf per hour at a 

temperature of 45° Fahrenheit.  The MAOP of the new 10-inch pipe will be 275 psig with the 

normal operating pressure being around 140 psig.  The pipeline will be a coated steel 10-inch 

nominal diameter, 0.365 W, X52 steel pipe.  Cathodic protection for this transmission line will 

be provided by an impressed DC current rectifier system. The pipeline will be electrically 

insulated from any existing systems by installing insulated flanges.  The adequacy of the 

protection will be monitored and tested through corrosion test stations.  A new valve setting and 

regulator station will be installed to provide gas supply to nearby properties and distribution 

systems, in the location indicated on Exhibit A.  The pipeline will be installed on private 

easement, City of Heath road right of way, and dedicated utility corridor.   

b. For electric power transmission lines that are within 100 feet of an occupied 
residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during 
the operations of the proposed electric power transmission line.  The 
discussion shall include: 

i. Calculated electric and magnetic field strength levels at one meter 
above ground under the lowest conductors and at the edge of the 
right-of-way for: (a) Normal maximum loading, (b) Emergency line 
loading, (c) Winter normal conductor rating. 

ii. A discussion of the applicant’s consideration of design alternatives 
with respect to electric and magnetic fields and their strength levels, 
including alternate conductor configuration and phasing, tower 
height, corridor location, and right of way width. 

Not applicable to this Project. 

c. The estimated cost of the project. 

The estimated capital cost of the Project is approximately $895,000.  
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(10) Social and Ecological Impacts of the Project. 
a. A brief, general description of the land use within the vicinity of the proposed 

project, including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected. 
 

A review of the socioeconomic, land use, and agricultural districts was performed by 

Jobes Henderson & Associates (“JHA,” a wholly-owned subsidiary of Hull & Associates, Inc.) 

and a full report is attached as Exhibit C.  This gas line replacement will be constructed through 

newly established easements along the western side of James Parkway, along the northern side of 

Irving Wick Drive and terminates at NGO Transmission, Inc.’s property on the north side of 

Irving Wick Drive.  One (1) regulation station is proposed to be located approximately 1,000 feet 

south of Irving Wick Drive on the western side of James Parkway (Project Corridor/Proposed 

Gas Line; Figure 1 attached to Exhibit C).  Based on information obtained by the Licking County 

Auditor, the Project Corridor exists within utility easements on properties owned by the Port 

Authority, the Southgate Corporation, Timothy L. and Dawn P. Chester, and NGO Transmission, 

Inc.  

The general land use within the Project Corridor exists as either commercial land, 

manicured lawns or agricultural land.  The Project Corridor extends through six parcels on the 

western side of James Parkway, crosses Ramp Creek and Irving Wick Drive, then extends to the 

west along the northern side of Irving Wick Drive and terminates within NGO Transmission, 

Inc.’s property.  The area within the Port Authority’s property (Parcel # 030-089154-00.002), 

being approximately 200 feet of the Project, contains known soil contamination and proper 

health and safety measures will be implemented by NGOT’s contractor during excavation and 

construction activities within this area.  Because of the lack of established Agricultural District 
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Land, low population density, and existing land use in the area, this project is not expected to 

cause negative impacts to the land uses of this area.   

The Project Corridor is located within the City of Heath, Licking County, Ohio.  Land 

use associated with this project includes industrial and agricultural. The entire Project Corridor 

exists within the Heath-Newark-Licking County Port Authority Industrial Park.  Historically, the 

Industrial Park has been known as the Newark Air Force Base and has been used for military, 

industrial, and agricultural purposes.  The Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) 

100-year floodplain exists within the Project Corridor along Ramp Creek and extends 

approximately 80 to 230 feet along the southern side of Irving Wick Drive.  An entrance ramp to 

a pedestrian path is located along the southern side of Irving Wick Drive, west of James Parkway 

and north of Ramp Creek.  Also, a pedestrian path trends north to south along the western side of 

James Parkway, from the bridge over Ramp Creek towards the south approximately 800-feet 

where it terminates at an access drive.  The location of the FEMA 100-year floodplain is 

presented in Figure 2 of the attached Exhibit C.  

The Port Authority provided JHA with previous environmental studies that were 

performed within the Project Corridor because of the historic land use along the northern portion 

of the Project Corridor, including the former Newark Air Force Base property.  Geotechnical 

Consultants, Inc.’s November 5, 2009, Report of Phase I Environmental Site Assessment - 

Former Facility Area 87 (Parcel 1B) Former Newark Air Force Base Heath, Licking County, 

Ohio is attached as Appendix A to Exhibit C.  This report included information on a 0.758 acre-

parcel (Parcel # 030-089154-00.002) located within the Project Corridor which contained four 

buildings which were used as a hazardous waste and road salt storage areas from approximately 
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1978 to 1990.  In 1991, a Resource Conservation Revitalization Act (RCRA) Closure of the 

facility took place and indicated soil contamination of several chemicals of concern, including 

volatile organic compounds (VOCs), semi-volatile VOCs 1,1,1-trichloroethane and 

tetrachloroethene.  The groundwater on the property consisted of elevated levels of chlorinated 

VOC’s and groundwater monitoring wells were installed.  Prior to the purchase of this parcel by 

the Port Authority in 2011, the groundwater and surface soil contamination were remediated by 

various methods, but contamination is still present and health and safety precautions will be 

taken by the contractor when excavating in this area. The United States Air Force determined a 

Finding of Suitability to Transfer, and remedial actions are Operating Properly and Successfully 

(GCI, 2008).  Additional information regarding the Former Facility Area 87 is presented in 

Appendix A of the attached Exhibit C.   

JHA reviewed the United States Census Bureau’s 2010 Census data for the Tracts, Block 

Groups and Blocks within Project Corridor.  According to the Census data, the population 

density within the Blocks that encompass the Project Corridor is low because of the industrial 

and agricultural nature of the surrounding land use.  No homes were identified along the Project 

Corridor and the population density is estimated at 0 persons living within the corridor, therefore, 

no homes are expected to be impacted by this project.  The United States Census Bureau 2010 

Census Block Data is presented in Figure 1 to Exhibit C. 

b. The acreage and general description of all agricultural land, and separately 
all agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of 
the application within the potential disturbance area of the project. 

 
According to data from the Licking County Auditor’s Office, no designated Agricultural 

District lands are located within the project area.  Construction of the Project will occur within 
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the existing NGOT easement and public easement and will not have any long-term impacts on 

crop production or agricultural use.  All land affected during construction will be restored to pre-

construction conditions, to the greatest extent practicable.  Crop yield and pricing information 

will be obtained from landowners as a means of establishing compensation for any crop damage 

incurred as a result of construction activities.  The Licking County Auditor’s Office was 

contacted by JHA on March 23, 2017 to evaluate the status of the parcels located within the 

Project Corridor.  Based on email correspondence with Ms. Kayla Jones, the Licking County 

Auditor’s Office’s Director of Agricultural District Programs, no Agricultural Districts exist 

within the Project Corridor.  Agricultural lands exist within the Project Corridor at the southern 

portion of the alignment on the western side of James Parkway.  The agricultural fields are used 

to produce row crops and this project is only expected to impact the area immediately adjacent to 

the western side of James Parkway and not extend into the interior of the agricultural fields.  It is 

not anticipated that this project will cause permanent impacts to agricultural lands.  Email 

correspondence with the Licking County Auditor’s Office is presented in Appendix B attached to 

Exhibit C.  

c. A description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or 
absence of significant archaeological or cultural resources that may be 
located within the area likely to be disturbed by the project, a statement of 
the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a 
result of the investigation. 

Lawhon & Associates, Inc. (L&A) prepared a Section 106 submission to the Ohio State 

Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on behalf of NGO Transmission, Inc.  L&A’s submission is 

attached as Exhibit D.  L&A found that the Project Area has been heavily developed and 

previously disturbed.  In addition, previous cultural resources management surveys have been 
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conducted across the majority of the proposed gas line relocation study area, with the exception 

of the area north of Ramp Creek.  No previously identified cultural resources were recovered 

within or immediately adjacent the footprint of the current Project.  SHPO concurred with the 

finding of “No Adverse Effect” with conditions from the previous surveys.  The conditions 

involved additional work in an attempt to identify the Great Hopewell Road within a former 

survey area.  No remnants of the postulated prehistoric thoroughfare were identified and all 

parties concluded that the stipulations in the signed MOA were complete.  

L&A completed a cultural resource management literature review in March of 2017, also 

attached hereto as Exhibit D.  There were no previously recorded historic resources or 

archaeological sites within the Project.  However, within the vicinity of the Project location, 

there were a number of previous surveys conducted and sites identified, as detailed in Exhibit D.  

The historic atlases and 15 minute topographic map did not indicate the presence of former 

buildings or structures either within or immediately adjacent the project, except for the 

abandoned and likely completely disturbed Granville Feeder to the Ohio & Erie Canal. 

Archaeological research papers and projects indicate the possible presence of the route of the 

Great Hopewell Road to the east of the proposed project on the opposite side of James Parkway.  

L&A concluded in the Section 106 review project summary form submission there are no 

historic properties present in the area of potential effects and no historic properties will be 

affected by the Project, but considered it likely that some form of further archaeological 

investigation may be needed for the currently un-surveyed northern portion of the corridor or in 

regards to the Granville Feeder Canal. 
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On July 31, 2017, the completed Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Section 

106 review project summary form was transmitted to the SHPO for review and concurrence that 

no additional archaeological investigations would be required for the Project as proposed. A 

Project response letter, dated August 21, 2017, was received from the SHPO and is included as p. 

52 of Exhibit D.  SHPO recommended archaeological monitoring be conducted on the portion of 

the project that is located north of Ramp Creek, but otherwise did not require additional 

monitoring or surveying of the Project.  Any findings that occur during the additional 

archaeological monitoring will be provided to the SHPO and OPSB once received. 

d. A list of the local, state, and federal government agencies known to have 
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the 
project and a list of documents that have been or are being filed with those 
agencies in connection with siting and construction the project. 
 

NGOT will obtain a right of way permit from the City of Heath for locations within the 

Irving Wick Road and James Parkway road right of ways and within the dedicated utility 

corridor along the west side of James Parkway.  If determined to be necessary, NGOT will also 

obtain an Ohio Environmental Protection Agency construction stormwater permit should greater 

than one acre of land be disturbed as a result of construction activities.  NGO has also 

coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 

and the Ohio Historical Preservation Office, as detailed in this submission.  A copy of this Letter 

of Notification has been sent to the following public officials concurrently with submittal to 

OPSB. 

Licking County: 
 

County Commissioners: Duane Flowers 
Rick Black 
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Timothy E. Bubb 
The Donald E. Hill County Administrative Building 
20 South 2nd Street, Newark OH 43055 

County Planning and 
Development: 

Gerald A. Newton, Development Executive Director 
Licking Co. Planning & Development 
20 South 2nd Street, Newark OH 43055 

County Engineer: Jared Knerr, PE, PS 
Licking Co Engineer’s Office 
20 South 2nd Street, Newark OH 43055 

Soil & Water 
Conservation: 

Denise Natoli Brooks 
District Program Administrator  
Licking Co. Soil & Water Conservation District 
771 East Main Street, Ste 100, Newark OH 43055 

 
City of Heath, Licking Co.: 
 

City of Heath Mark D. Johns, Mayor of Heath 
Eddie Hunt, Director of Building & Zoning  
1287 Hebron Road 
Heath, Ohio 43056 

 
e. A description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or 

absence of federal and state designated species (including endangered 
species, threatened species, rare species, species proposed for listing, species 
under review for listing, and species of special interest) that may be located 
within the area likely to be disturbed by the project, a statement of findings 
of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a result of the 
investigation. 

NGOT, through its contractor JHA, inquired with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources requesting information pertaining to the presence or 

absence of federal or state designated species.  JHA’s report is attached as Exhibit E.  JHA 

coordinated with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Ecological Services 

Office to identify potential impacts to federally-listed threatened or endangered species and their 

critical habitats.  The USFWS response is attached to Exhibit E.  According to the USFWS, no 

federal wilderness areas, wildlife refuges or designated critical habitats are located in the vicinity 
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of the Project Corridor.  The federally-endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the federally-

threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) are assumed to be present throughout 

the entire State of Ohio wherever suitable habitat occurs unless a presence/absence survey has 

been completed to document absence.  Summer habitat requirements for these two federally-

listed bat species to roost, forage and travel includes forested areas, emergent wetlands, edges of 

agricultural fields near forested areas, old fields and pastures.  The USFWS indicated that when 

trees greater than two inches in diameter at breast height (DBH) and exhibit exfoliating bark, 

crevasses, hollows and/or cavities are to be cut, trees are to be preserved whenever possible.  If 

trees greater than two inches DBH need to be cleared for the completion of the project, they are 

to be cut between October 1 and March 31. This Project is not expected to cause any adverse 

impacts to the Indiana bat or northern long-eared bat.  This Project does not include the cutting 

of trees greater than two inches DBH or impacts to streams, emergent wetlands, or edges of 

agricultural fields.  Instead, the proposed Project will utilize directional boring and 

erosion/sediment control measures to avoid impacts to high-quality aquatic habitat within the 

emergent wetlands and Ramp Creek.  According to the USFWS, other federally-listed species 

likely will not be adversely impacted by the proposed project.  

JHA coordinated with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), Division of 

Wildlife (DOW) Environmental Review Program to determine the potential impacts to Ohio’s 

state-listed threatened and endangered species and their critical habitats.  The ODNR response is 

attached to Exhibit E.  Specific items requested by JHA include records of state listed threatened 

or endangered species within a one-mile radius of the Project Corridor, all known Indiana bat 

hibernacula locations within a five-mile radius, and Indiana bat capture locations within 10 miles 



 

 

15 
 

of the Project Corridor.  The ODNR review of the Natural Heritage Database indicated no 

records of state-endangered or threatened plants or animals within the Project area.  There were 

also no records of state potentially threatened plants, special interest or species of concern 

animals, or federally listed species.  The ODNR review indicated no records of unique ecological 

sites, geologic features, animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature 

preserves, state or national parks, state or national forest, national wildlife refuges, or other 

protected natural areas within a one-mile radius of the Project Corridor.  The DOW indicated that 

the area of the Project Corridor could potentially provide habitat for several state listed 

threatened or endangered species that have been recorded in Licking County during the past 25 

years. Indiana bat, fawnsfoot mussel (Truncilla donaciformis), lake chubsucker (Erimyzon 

sucetta), eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus), and black bear (Ursus americanus) all have 

ranges that include Licking County, but the Project will not likely impact any of these species.  

Recently, the State of Ohio added the northern long-eared bat to the list of threatened species, but 

again, this Project is not likely to impact that species.  The Project does not involve cutting of 

large trees and will utilize directional boring and sediment control measures to avoid impacts to 

streams and wetlands that could support mussels and fish.  In addition, the site is not expected to 

provide habitat for the eastern massasauga and black bears are mobile enough to avoid the 

project. 

Although the Project Corridor lies within the ranges of some federally- and state-listed 

species, none were observed by JHA within the Project Corridor during the on-site surface water 

delineation. Habitat observations made during field investigations included streams and 

wetlands, but did not reveal any bald eagle nests or caves that could be used as winter 
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hibernacula for bats.  Although minimal, forested areas, which can potentially provide summer 

roost habitat for the Indiana bat and the northern long-eared bat, were observed within the 

surveyed Project Corridor. Large trees (greater than two inches DBH) will not be cleared for this 

project, so the potential bat habitat will not be impacted.  Directional boring activities will be 

used to avoid impacts to wetlands and streams that provide habitat for fish and mussels.  Other 

listed species are either unlikely to occur on the site or are mobile enough to avoid the project 

activities.  The proposed activities and best management practices are not expected to impact any 

of the state or federally listed species or their critical habitat. 

f. A description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or 
absence of areas of ecological concern (including national and state parks, 
floodplains, wetlands, designated or proposed wildlife areas, national and 
state wild and scenic rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife 
management areas, and wildlife sanctuaries) that may be located within the 
area likely to be disturbed by the project, a statement of findings of the 
investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a result of the 
investigation.  

 
NGOT’s contractor, JHA, performed a delineation of wetlands and other surface waters 

along the approximately 200-foot wide, approximately 1-mile long project corridor in the 

location of a proposed natural gas line replacement located along the western side of James 

Parkway extending north, crossing Ramp Creek and Irving Wick Drive and extending along the 

northern side of Irving Wick Drive and terminating at the NGO Transmission’s Property, in 

Heath, Licking County, Ohio.  JHA’s full wetlands delineation report is attached hereto as 

Exhibit F.  The Study Corridor consists of approximately 10 acres of row crop agricultural fields, 

17 acres of manicured lawn, and two (2) acres of riparian forested habitat.  JHA identified two 

(2) wetlands within the Study Corridor (Wetlands JA and JB).  Wetland JA is a 0.02-acre 
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potentially jurisdictional, Ohio Category 1 palustrine emergent wetland located in the southern 

portion of the Study Corridor.  Wetland JB is a 0.16-acre potentially jurisdictional, Ohio 

Category 1 palustrine forested wetland.  Please see Section 5.1 and Table 1 (Wetland Summary 

Table) in Exhibit F for further information on the wetlands located within the Study Corridor.  

JHA identified one stream within the Study Corridor: Ramp Creek.  Ramp Creek is a perennial 

stream that is a tributary of the South Fork of the Licking River and runs parallel to the south of 

Irving Wick Drive.  Additionally, four (4) potentially jurisdictional ditches were identified within 

the Study Corridor.  Please see Section 5.2 and Table 2 (Stream Summary Table) for further 

information on the stream and ditches located within the Study Corridor in Exhibit F.  

Photographs of the surface water resources are located in Appendix A; Appendix B contains the 

wetland/upland determination data forms; and Appendix C contains the ORAM wetland 

evaluation field form in Exhibit F.   

NGOT intends to bore a sufficient depth below Ramp Creek, Wetlands JA and JB and 

Ditch J-4 to avoid impacting the potentially jurisdictional waters.  NGOT’s proposed excavations 

on the remainder of the Project will not impact other potentially jurisdictional waters.  As a 

result, construction of the proposed pipeline will not result in impacts to a wetland, stream, or 

other jurisdictional features.  NGOT confirmed with the USFWS (please see correspondence in 

Exhibit E) that there are no federal wilderness areas, wildlife refuges, or designated critical 

habitat within the vicinity of the Project.   
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g. Any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions 
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.  

To the best of NGOT’s knowledge, there are no readily known conditions in the area that 

could result in significant environmental impacts.  The Project proposes to replace an existing 

pipeline within a new location along or within road right of way in an industrial park.  Ground 

disturbance has occurred throughout the project corridor due to previous construction activities.  

Other than potential health and safety issues related to construction activities, no additional 

health, social, or safety impacts are anticipated as a result of this Project. 
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EXHIBIT B 
 
 
 
 
October xx, 2017 
 
[Names, Address] 
 

Re: Important information on NGO Transmission, Inc.’s natural gas pipeline 
project in your area: James Parkway Replacement Project in City of Heath, 
Licking County, Ohio 

 
Dear Property Owner or Tenant, 

NGO Transmission, Inc. (d/b/a The Energy Cooperative) proposes to improve the 
transmission system in the Heath area by upgrading and relocating an existing 
transmission line located in the Heath-Newark-Licking County Port Authority Industrial 
Park in the City of Heath.  The purpose of the NGO Transmission Line 3-F Replacement 
Project (Project) is to replace aging, bare steel pipe over a distance of approximately 1 
mile.  The replaced pipeline will be located primarily along James Parkway and Irving 
Wick Drive.  The Project location and general layout are shown on the accompanying 
map. 

NGOT intends to install the project in two 
parts.  The first part will begin south of the 
intersection of James Parkway and Kaiser 
Road and will continue north to the 
regulator station to be located on the Port 
Authority’s property.  NGOT anticipates 
the first part of the project to begin in early 
November 2017 and will take six to eight 
weeks to complete.  The second phase will 
begin at the new regulator station and 
continue north to Irving Wick Drive and 
end at NGOT’s existing regulator station 
on Heath Road.  The second phase of this 
project will begin in early 2018 (weather 
permitting) and is anticipated to be 
completed in the late spring of 2018.   

       

NGO Transmission has filed a Letter of Notification to construct, operate, and maintain 
this facility with the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB), under Case No. 17-1994-GA-



BLN.  Interested persons may participate in the process by filing comments in the docket, 
or by seeking permission to formally intervene in the case.  You may also request 
notification of the filing documents in the case by signing up with the OPSB for 
electronic notice of filings, or by sending a letter to the OPSB to indicate your interest.  
Letters should be addressed to Ohio Power Siting Board, 180 East Broad Street, 
Columbus, Ohio, 43215, and must reference Case No. 17-1994-GA-BLN.   
 
A copy of the application is available for public inspection at the main office of The 
Energy Cooperative at 1500 Granville Road, Newark, Ohio 43055, and at the offices of 
the Ohio Power Siting Board, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio, 43215.  The 
OPSB may be contacted at contactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us or 1-866-270-OPSB (6772).  
The application is also available on The Energy Cooperative’s website at 
http://theenergycoop.com/ohio-power-siting-board-filings, and on the OPSB’s website at: 
www.opsb.ohio.gov.  A copy of the application has been sent to the following libraries:  
Emerson R. Miller Public Library, 990 W Main St., Newark, Ohio 43055 and the Licking 
County and Newark Library, 101 W Main St., Newark, Ohio 43055. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me as soon as possible.  Thank you 
for your kind cooperation in regard to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lija Kaleps-Clark 
NGO Transmission, Inc. 
Director of Land & Legal Services 
(740) 348-1212 
lija@theenergycoop.com  
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JOBES HENDERSON & ASSOCIATES, INC. (A HULL COMPANY)  AUGUST 2017 
NEWARK,OH 1 EGY025
   

1.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

A review of the socioeconomic, land use, and agricultural districts was performed by Jobes Henderson & 

Associates (JHA, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Hull & Associates, Inc., Hull) for NGO Transmission, Inc.’s 

(Client) James Parkway Gas Line Replacement Project located in Heath, Licking County, Ohio. The Client is 

proposing to install approximately one (1) mile of gas line within the Heath Newark Licking County Port 

Authority Industrial Park. This gas line replacement will be constructed through newly established easements 

along the western side of James Parkway, along the southern and northern sides of Irving Wick Drive and 

terminates at the NGO Transmission, Inc. property on the north side of Irving Wick Drive. One (1) regulation 

station is proposed to be located approximately 1,000 feet south of Irving Wick Drive on the western side 

of James Parkway (Project Corridor/Proposed Gas Line; Figure 1).   

 

Based on information obtained by the Licking County Auditor, the Project Corridor exists within utility 

easements on properties owned by the Heath-Newark Licking County Port Authority (HNLCPA), The 

Southgate Corporation, Timothy L. and Dawn P. Chester, and NGO Transmission, Inc. with the following 

parcel numbers:  

 030‐089136‐00.007 (Southgate Corp.)  

 030‐089136‐00.001 (HNLCPA) 

 030‐087710‐00.000 (HNLCPA)  

 030‐089154‐00.002 (HNLCPA)  

 030‐087710‐00.002 (HNLCPA)  

 030‐088182‐00.002 (Chester, Timothy L and Dawn P.) 

 030‐099846‐02.000 (NGO Transmission, Inc.) 

   

The Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) regulations stated in the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC 4906-6) for 

Accelerated Certificate Applications includes the requirement to perform an evaluation of the socioeconomic, 

land use, and agricultural districts that are located within the vicinity of the proposed project area.  

Information that was reviewed during this analysis includes: United States Census Data, aerial photography 

review, Licking County Auditor Data and the United States Geological Survey 7.5 Minute Newark, Ohio 

Quadrangle Map.  
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2.0 GENERAL LAND USE 

 

The Project Corridor is located within the City of Heath, Licking County, Ohio. Land use associated with this 

project includes industrial and agricultural. The entire Project Corridor exists within the Heath Licking County 

Port Authority (HNLCPA) Industrial Park.  Historically, the Industrial Park has been known as the Newark Air 

Force Base and has been used for military, industrial and agricultural purposes.   

 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) 100-year floodplain exists within the Project Corridor 

along Ramp Creek and extends approximately 80 to 230 feet along the southern side of Irving Wick Drive. 

An entrance ramp to a pedestrian path is located along the southern side of Irving Wick Drive, west of James 

Parkway and north of Ramp Creek. Also, a pedestrian path trends north to south along the western side of 

James Parkway, from the bridge over Ramp Creek towards the south approximately 800-feet where it 

terminates at an access drive. The location of the FEMA 100-year floodplain is presented in Figure 2. 

 

The HNLCPA provided JHA with previous environmental studies that were performed within the Project 

Corridor because of the historic land use along the northern portion of the Project Corridor, including the 

former Newark Air Force Base property. Geotechnical Consultants, Inc.’s November 5, 2009, Report of Phase 

I Environmental Site Assessment - Former Facility Area 87 (Parcel 1B) Former Newark Air Force Base Heath, 

Licking County, Ohio included information on a 0.758 acre-parcel (Parcel # 030-089154-00.002) located 

within the Project Corridor which contained four buildings which were used as a hazardous waste and road 

salt storage areas from approximately 1978 to 1990.  In 1991, a Resource Conservation Revitalization Act 

(RCRA) Closure of the facility took place and indicated soil contamination of several chemicals of concern, 

including volatile organic compounds (VOCs), semi-volatile VOCs 1,1,1-trichloroethane and 

tetrachloroethene. The groundwater on the property consisted of elevated levels of chlorinated VOC’s and 

groundwater monitoring wells were installed. Prior to the purchase of this parcel by the HNLCPA in 2011, 

the groundwater and surface soil contamination were remediated by various methods, but contamination is 

still present and health and safety precautions should be taken by the contractor when excavating in this 

area. The United States Air Force determined a Finding of Suitability to Transfer, and remedial actions are 

Operating Properly and Successfully (GCI, 2008).  

 

Additional information regarding the Former Facility Area 87 is presented in Appendix A.  
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3.0 POPULATION DENSITY 

 

JHA reviewed the United States Census Bureau’s 2010 Census data for the Tracts, Block Groups and Blocks 

within Project Corridor. According to the Census data, the Project Corridor exists within Census Tract 7531 

in Licking County, Ohio in the following two (2) Block Groups and seven (7) Blocks: 

 Block Group 2/Block 2037 

 Block Group 3/Block 3035, 3032, 3034, 3054, 3063, and 3064 

 

The population density within the Blocks that encompass the Project Corridor is low because of the industrial 

and agricultural nature of the surrounding land use. Based on census data, Block Group 2/Block 2037 

located north of Irving Wick Drive includes 13 households with an average household size of 2.69 and Block 

Group 3/Block 3054 located adjacent to the south of Ramp Creek includes 128 households with an average 

household size of 1.43. No households were noted in the Census Data within the additional Blocks comprising 

the Project Corridor (USCB, 2010). No homes were identified along the Project Corridor and the population 

density is estimated at 0 persons living within the corridor, therefore, no homes are expected to be impacted 

by this project. The United States Census Bureau 2010 Census Block Data is presented in Figure 1. 

 

  

4.0 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

 

The Licking County Auditor’s Office was contacted by JHA on March 23, 2017 to evaluate the status of the 

parcels located within the Project Corridor.  Based on email correspondence with Ms. Kayla Jones, the Licking 

County Auditor’s Office’s Director of Agricultural District Programs, no Agricultural Districts exist within the 

Project Corridor.  

 

Agricultural lands exist within the Project Corridor at the southern portion of the alignment on the western 

side of James Parkway. The agricultural fields are used to produce row crops and this project is only 

expected to impact the area immediately adjacent to the western side of James Parkway and not extend 

into the interior of the agricultural fields. It is not anticipated that this project will cause permanent impacts 

to agricultural lands. 

 

Email correspondence with the Licking County Auditor’s Office is presented in Appendix B. 
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5.0 CONCLUSION 

 

The general land use within the Project Corridor exists as either commercial land, manicured lawns or 

agricultural land. The Project Corridor extends through six parcels on the western side of James Parkway, 

crosses Ramp Creek and Irving Wick Drive, then extends to the west along the northern side of Irving Wick 

Drive and terminates within the NGO Transmission, Inc.’s property. The area within the HNLCPA’s property 

(Parcel # 030-089154-00.002) contains known soil contamination and proper health and safety measures 

should be implemented by the contractor during excavation and construction activities within this area.  

Population density within the Project Corridor is 0 individuals and no households were identified. Because of 

the lack of established Agricultural District Land, low population density, and existing land use in the area, 

this project is not expected to cause negative impacts to the land uses of this area.  
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Agency Correspondence 



1

Jaclyn Haynal

From: Jones, Kayla <kjones@lcounty.com>
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2017 1:59 PM
To: Jaclyn Haynal
Subject: RE: Agricultural District Inquiry
Attachments: Agricultural District.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Jackie‐ 
Please see my answers below next to each parcel. I have also attached a description of the Agricultural District program 
for your reference. The Ag District program has the same qualifications as the CAUV program so typically (but not 
exclusively) parcels enrolled in Ag District are also enrolled in CAUV and are commercially farmed. Let me know if you 
have any questions. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Kayla M. Jones 
Director, CAUV and Ag District Programs 
Deputy Auditor, Oil and Gas Taxation 
Licking County Auditor's Office 
20 S. Second Street 
Newark, OH 43055 
740-670-5050 
 

From: Jaclyn Haynal [mailto:jhaynal@hullinc.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2017 12:54 PM 
To: Jones, Kayla 
Subject: Agricultural District Inquiry 
 
Hello Kayla,  
 
Below are the parcels that I am interested in determining if they are included in an Agricultural District. Some of the 
parcels are developed and are most likely not included in an Ag. District, but I included them just to be sure. I appreciate 
your help! 
 
030‐089136‐00.001 (HNLCPA Property) No 
030‐089136‐00.007 (Southgate Corp. Property) No 
030‐089136‐00.001 (HNLCPA Property) No… same parcel as above… 
030‐087710‐00.000 (HNLCPA Property) No 
030‐089154‐00.002 (HNLCPA Property) No 
030‐087710‐00.002 (HNLCPA Property) No 
030‐089124‐00.000 (Mustang Property Investments LLC Property) No 
030‐088182‐00.002 (Chester, Timothy L and Dawn P. Property) No 
030‐099846‐02.000 (NGO Transmission Inc. Property) No 
 
Thank you,  
 



2

JACKIE Haynal, WPIT, AWB® 
Scientist II 
 

Jobes Henderson 																	 											 											  
A HULL COMPANY                                                               
 
59 Grant Street 
Newark, Ohio 43055 
P: (740)344‐5451 Voice Ext. 233 
C: (216)513‐5107 
Jhaynal@hullinc.com 
www.Jobeshenderson.com 
www.Hullinc.com 
 



This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

10/4/2017 5:16:35 PM

in

Case No(s). 17-1994-GA-BLN

Summary: Letter of Notification Pipeline Replacement Project (Line 3-F), City of Heath,
Licking County, Ohio (Part 1) electronically filed by Ms. Lija  Kaleps-Clark on behalf of NGO
Transmission, Inc.
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