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MOTION OF COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC.

FOR WAIVER AND EXTENSION AND

REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED RULING

Pursuant to Rules 4901-1-12(C), 4901-1-13(A), and 4901:1-19-02(D), Ohio

Administrative Code, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) respectfully re-

quests a waiver of the 30-day deadline for filing objections to the Staff Report is-

sued July 10, 2017, and a five-day extension of that deadline from August 9, 2017,

to August 14, 2017. Columbia seeks this additional extension because it requires

additional time to review, analyze, and prepare a response to Staff’s findings and

recommendations. Counsel for intervenors Industrial Energy Users-Ohio (“IEU-

Ohio”) and Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy (“OPAE”) have confirmed that

they do not oppose the requested waiver and extension. Columbia further re-

quests an expedited ruling on this Motion. A memorandum in support of this

motion is attached.
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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

On February 27, 2017, Columbia filed its application for authorization to

continue its alternative rate plan (most recently reapproved in Case No. 11-5515-

GA-ALT) for another five-year period (2018-2022). On March 24, 2017, Commis-

sion Staff informed Columbia by letter that Columbia’s application complied

with Rule 4901:1-19-06, Ohio Adm. Code (“O.A.C.”). On April 6, 2017, the Com-

mission issued an Entry setting deadlines of July 10, 2017, for the filing of the

Staff Report on Columbia’s application and August 9, 2017, for the filing of objec-

tions to the Staff Report or to the application.

Columbia now asks that the Commission extend the deadline for filing ob-

jections to the Staff Report and/or the application by five days, to August 14,

2017. The Commission’s rules require parties to file objections to a Staff Report

“within thirty calendar days after the filing of the report.” Rule 4901:1-19-

07(F)(1)(a), O.A.C. However, the rules permit the Commission to waive any re-

quirement of Chapter 4901:1-19, O.A.C., “other than a requirement mandated by

statute.” Rule 4901:1-19-02(D), O.A.C. Here, the thirty-day deadline for filing ob-

jections to the Staff Report is not mandated by statute. Although Ohio Rev. Code

§ 4909.19 sets forth certain procedural requirements when the Commission re-

ceives objections “within thirty days after the filing of [a Staff] report,” Ohio Rev.

Code § 4909.19(C), the statute does not require that objections be filed within

thirty days, or direct the Commission to disregard objections filed after the thirti-

eth day. See id. Moreover, that statute applies only to an application for an in-

crease in rates. See Ohio Rev. Code § 4909.19(A). Here, Columbia is “seeking au-

thorization to continue a previously approved alternative rate plan,” which must

be “considered an application not for an increase in rates.” Ohio Rev. Code §

4929.051(B). Accordingly, the procedural requirements in Ohio Rev. Code §

4909.19 do not apply.

The Commission’s rules allow parties to file motions to extend deadlines

“for good cause shown,” so long as those motions are timely and, if the motion is

filed fewer than five business days before the relevant deadline, the other parties

receive “a brief summary of the request.” Rule 4901-1-13(B), O.A.C. Here, Co-

lumbia has good cause for the request. Staff has issued a report that recommends

that the Commission approve Columbia’s application with modifications. Co-

lumbia requires additional time to review, analyze, and prepare a response to

Staff’s recommended modifications. This motion is also timely. Columbia is filing

the motion in advance of the relevant deadline and has contacted counsel for

each of the parties by telephone and e-mail to describe and discuss the motion.



For all of these reasons, as permitted by Rules 4901-1-12(C), 4901-1-13(A),

and 4901:1-19-02(D), O.A.C., Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. respectfully requests

that this Commission waive the 30-day default deadline for filing objections to

the Staff Report and extend the deadline by five days to August 14, 2017. Colum-

bia respectfully requests an expedited ruling on this motion.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio’s e-filing system will electronical-

ly serve notice of the filing of this document on the parties referenced on the ser-

vice list of the docket card who have electronically subscribed to the case. In ad-

dition, the undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing document is

also being served via electronic mail on the 7th day of August, 2017, upon the

parties listed below.

Jodi.bair@occ.ohio.gov

kevin.moore@occ.ohio.gov

Jamie.williams@occ.ohio.gov

cmooney@ohiopartners.org

fdarr@mwncmh.com

mpritchard@mwncmh.com

steven.beeler@ohioattorneygeneral.gov

john.jones@ohioattorneygeneral.gov

William.Wright@ohioattorneygeneral.gov
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