EXHIBIT C

From: Applegate, Jeromy [mailto:jeromy applegate @fws.gov]
Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2017 1:40 PM

To: Carter, Kim (Columbus) <Kim.Carter@stantec.com>

Cc: nhovis@nisource.com

Subject: Re: Sofidel Pipeline Project- Potential Roost Tree Assessment for Proposed Tree Clearing Areas
Hi Kim,

I have no objection to clearing these 10 trees at any time of the year. I do not anticipate impacts
to Indiana bats or northern long-eared bats from the cutting of these 10 trees.

Thank you for coordinating this with us.
Jeromy

Jeromy Applegate

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

U S Fish and Wildlife Service

Ohio Ecological Services Field Office
4625 Morse Rd., Suite 104
Columbus, OH 43230

Phone: 614-416-8993 ext. 21

FAX: 614-416-8994



EXHIBIT C

Reference: Sofidel Pipeline Bat Habitat Assessment, TAILS #03E15000-2016-TA-0393

To: Jeromy Applegate From: Kim Carter
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Ohio Columbus, Office
Field Office, Columbus, Ohio

File: Sofidel Pipeline Project Date: July 19, 2017

Reference: Sofidel Pipeline Bat Habitat Assessment, TAILS #03E15000-2016-TA-0393

On behalf of Columbia Gas of Ohio (COH), Stantec Consulting Services Inc. (Stantec) completed a
bat habitat assessment on an area (Assessment area) requiring tree clearing outside of the seasonal
tree clearing timeline (October 1- March 30) within the Sofidel Pipeline Project (Project area). The
Sofidel Pipeline Project is a natural gas pipeline project near Circleville, Pickaway County, Ohio that
will provide natural gas to a new paper plant facility, Sofidel America. The Project is approximately
11.8 milesin length and includes the installation of a 12-inch diameter, coated steel, high pressure gas
mainline (Attachment A - Figures). Construction of the Sofidel Pipeline Project began in February 2017
and almost all the trees were cleared prior to March 30 with the exception of one wetland area that
was previously planned to be avoided using horizontal directional driling (HDD). However, due to
unsuitable subsurface conditions in this area, the HDD of the wetland was not feasible and COH
amended the original authorization from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to switch from HDD
to open cut construction through the wetland area. COH received the amended authorization from
the USACE on July 18, 2017 to temporarily impact the wetland during construction. COH is requesting
to clear only the trees that are necessary to complete the new open cut construction of the Project.

Stantec received the initial U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) response letter on December 23, 2015
(Attachment B — Agency Coordination). It stated that the Project area was within the vicinity of one
or more confirmed records of both Indiana bats (Myotis sodalis) and northern long-eared bats (Myotis
septentrionalis). Due to the confirmed presence of both Indiana and northern long-eared bats,
summer mist net surveys would not constitute presence/absence for these species. USFWS has given
Stantec an opportunity to quantify and document all trees that will need to be cleared during the
summer season and will evaluate whether they represent potential roost trees for Indiana or northern
long-eared bats. Thisinformation is presented to USFWS for their consideration and decision on which,
if any, trees proposed for clearing require an emergence survey to avoid direct impacts to Indiana
bats and northern long-eared bats.

Bat Habitat Assessment

A bat habitat assessment was performed on July 14, 2017 by a Stantec biologist to determine if any
potential roost trees are present within the Assessment area. The Assessment area is a palustrine
emergent (PEM) wetland with several early to mid-successional trees scattered throughout, and is
surrounded by active agricultural fields. The approximate location of the Assessment area is latitude
N 39.5541° and longitude W -82.9767°. The nearest water source is the Scioto River, a perennial stream
that is located less than one mile away from the location. There are 10 trees proposed for removal in
the Assessment area. Eight trees are sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), one is a mulberry species
(Morus sp.), and one tree is a black willow (Salix nigra). The diameter at breast height (dbh) ranged
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from 3 -10.5 inches (Table 1). All trees were alive and healthy with no visible bat roost characteristics
(as defined in the USFWS 2017 guidelines). Stantec did not identify any potential roost trees that bats
may be using in the Assessment area.

Data collected during the habitat assessment is summarized in Table 1 below. A photograph log is
provided in Attachment C and data forms are provided in Attachment D. Data forms completed

were taken from the 2017 Range-wide Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines, April 20171,

Table 1. Names, species, and characteristics of trees within the Assessment area on the Sofidel Pipeline

Project, Pickaway County, Ohio.

Tree Tree Photo! DBHz2 Decay?® | Exfoliating | Cavities? Pz e
Number | Species Numbers | (inches) status? bark (%) Y/N EEI NEEST | CRImimEns
’ Tree (Y/N)
01 Mulberry 1,2 3 1 0 N N
species

02 Sycamore 3,4 4.5 1 0 N N

03 |sSycamore | 56 8.5 1 0 N N Multiple
trunks

04 Sycamore 7,8 3 1 0 N N

05 Sycamore | 9,10,11 10.5 1 0 N N

06 Sycamore 12,13 4 1 0 N N
Multiple
trunks,

07 Black 1 4 15,16 6 1 0 N N largest

Willow was 6

inches
DBH
Multiple
trunks,

08 | Sycamore | 17,18 4 1 0 N N largest
was 4
inches
DBH

https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/inba/surveys/pdf/2017INBASummerSurveyGuidelinesd9May2017.pdf,
pages 14-15 and pages 40-41.
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Tree
Number

Tree
Species

Photo?
Numbers

DBH2
(inches)

Decay?
status?

Exfoliating
bark (%)

Cavities?
Y/N

Potential
Bat Roost
Tree (Y/N)

Comments

09 Sycamore

19,20 5 1

Multiple
trunks,
largest
was 5
inches

DBH

10 Sycamore

21,22 5 1

Multiple
trunks,
largest
was 5
inches

DBH

1Attachment C

2Diameter at breast height
3See page 40 of the 2017 Range-wide Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines, April 2017

Summary

Based on the data collected during the bat habitat assessment of the trees proposed to be cleared
for the open cut of the wetland, it is Stantec’s professional opinion that the 10 trees present in the
Assessment area did not exhibit characteristics of potential bat roost trees (as defined in the USFWS
2017 guidelines) and that Indiana and northern long-eared bats are not utilzing these trees as
potential roosts. Please review the information above and provide your concurrence on Stantec’s
assessment of potential roost trees located within the Assessment area. If you require any other
information to complete your review please let me know.

Stantec Consulting Services Inc.

LA

Kim Carter

Project Manager

Phone: (614) 643-4357
Fax: (614) 486-4387
Kim.carter@stantec.com

Attachment:

Attachment A: Figures

Attachment B: Agency Coordination
Attachment C: Site Photographs
Attachment D: Data Forms
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Attachment A — Topographic Figure 1
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Attachment A — Aerial Figure 2
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Attachment B - Agency Coordination
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Dueto t ict type, size, and location, we do not a1  cipate adverse effects to any ot
federally gered, threatened, proposed, or candidate species. Should the project design
change, or during the term of this action, additional information on listed or proposed species or
their critical habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of the action that
were not previously considered, consultation with the Service should be initiated to assess any
potential impacts.

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the ESA, and are consistent with the intent
of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Service's Mitigation Policy. This
letter provides technical assistance only and does not serve as a completed section 7 consultation
document.. We recommend that the project be coordinated with the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources due to the potential for the project to affect state listed species and/or state

lands. Contact John Kessler. Environmental Services Administrator, at (614) 265-6621 or at

If you have auestions. or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact Charlie
Allen a or ext. 29 of our office (614) 416-8993.

Sincerely,

cc: Nathan Reardon, ODNR-DOW
Jennifer Norris, ODNR-DOW
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on

7/28/2017 2:30:02 PM

Case No(s). 16-0079-GA-BLN

Summary: Exhibit C (Part 1) to Correspondence regarding engineering adjustment
electronically filed by Cheryl A MacDonald on behalf of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.



