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  BEFORE 
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

 
In the Matter of the Application of The East 
Ohio Gas Company d/b/a Dominion Energy 
Ohio for Approval of Changes in Rules and 
Regulations 

) 
) 
) 
) 

 
Case No. 17-0820-GA-ATA 

 

  

SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF PRECEDENT AGREEMENT  
AND REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT OF 

THE EAST OHIO GAS COMPANY D/B/A DOMINION ENERGY OHIO 

In accordance with R.C. 4905.04 and R.C. 4905.06, The East Ohio Gas Company d/b/a 

Dominion Energy Ohio (DEO or the Company) hereby supplements its initial application filed in 

this case on March 24, 2017, and respectfully requests that the Commission review and approve 

DEO’s commitment to reserve capacity and purchase services at the price, terms, and conditions 

set forth in the precedent agreement and exhibits attached as Exhibit 1; the updated tariff 

provisions attached as Exhibit 3; and the recovery of the associated capacity costs through 

Transportation Migration Rider-Part B (TMR-B). In support of this supplemental application, 

DEO states as follows: 

I. BACKGROUND 

1. DEO is an Ohio corporation engaged in the business of providing natural gas 

service to customers in Ohio and, as such, is a “natural gas company” and “public utility” as 

defined by R.C. 4905.03(E) and 4905.02(A), respectively. 

2. Under R.C. 4905.04, the Commission is “vested with the power and 

jurisdiction to supervise and regulate public utilities” and “to require all public utilities to 

furnish their products and render all services exacted by the commission or by law.” 

3. Under R.C. 4905.06, the Commission “has general supervision over all public 

utilities within its jurisdiction . . . and may examine such public utilities and keep informed 
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as to their general condition, capitalization, and franchises, and as to the manner in which 

their properties are leased, operated, managed, and conducted with respect to the adequacy 

or accommodation afforded by their service, the safety and security of the public and their 

employees, and their compliance with all laws, orders of the commission, franchises, and 

charter requirements.” 

4. On March 24, 2017, DEO filed its initial application in the above-captioned 

case requesting approval to add or amend certain provisions in several tariffs necessary to 

accommodate a planned acquisition of additional contract pipeline capacity in the Ashtabula, 

Ohio area. The pipeline, which is yet to be constructed, would be known as “the Risberg 

Line.”  

5. On April 6, the Commission Staff filed a review and recommendation 

concerning the initial application that recommended approval. 

6. On April 20, the Commission issued a procedural schedule establishing a 

comment deadline of May 10 and a reply-comment deadline of May 22.  

7. By May 10, the Retail Energy Supply Association (RESA) and The Office of 

the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (OCC) had filed comments, and Interstate Gas Supply (IGS) 

had moved to intervene but did not file comments.  

8. On May 18, several days before the due date for reply comments, DEO filed 

an unopposed motion to hold this proceeding in abeyance. In that motion, DEO indicated 

that the negotiation of the precedent agreement with the pipeline’s developer was still 

ongoing. DEO also indicated its intention to submit the precedent agreement, once it was 

executed, for review by the Commission and other interested parties.  

9. On May 19, the Commission granted DEO’s motion. 
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10. On June 5, DEO and the pipeline developer, RH energytrans, LLC, executed 

the precedent agreement attached to this application as Exhibit 1 (filed under seal).  

11. On June 12, RH energytrans initiated an open season to determine the interest 

of potential shippers in the Risberg Line. The open-season announcement is attached to this 

application as Exhibit 2. 

12. As explained in the initial application, the acquisition of additional pipeline 

capacity is for two primary reasons: (a) to increase supply reliability for a highly constrained 

area and (b) to enable load growth and economic development.  

13. The Ashtabula area is currently served by two DEO pipelines: the 16-inch 

Lakeshore Line from the west and the 10-inch Cochranton Line from the east. The primary 

supply feed for the Lakeshore Line is located 56 miles away, and the resulting pressure drop 

over that distance restricts DEO’s ability to deliver additional volumes into the west side of 

the Ashtabula area. On a design day (i.e., during peak usage), all gas delivered through the 

Lakeshore Line is consumed before it reaches the Ashtabula area. Thus, under peak 

conditions, the Ashtabula area is served only by the Cochranton Line. Although the 

Cochranton Line can operate at a much higher pressure than the Lakeshore Line, it is a 

smaller pipeline, and a substantial percentage of its volumes are consumed upstream of 

Ashtabula by a large industrial customer for process and co-generation purposes. As a result, 

DEO cannot meaningfully increase deliveries into the east side of the Ashtabula area through 

the Cochranton Line without degrading service to existing customers. 

14. Due to these limitations, the pipelines serving the Ashtabula area are fully 

utilized under design-day conditions, such as those experienced in early 2015 when 

overnight temperatures in Ashtabula fell to approximately 30 degrees below zero. To ensure 
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continued reliability, DEO has been repeatedly required to turn down requests for new or 

increased service from such potential customers as a gas-to-liquids plant, other industrial 

companies, and industrial parks. The lack of natural gas pipeline capacity has limited 

economic development in an area that otherwise appears well-suited for industrial growth, 

given the access to a major body of water and interstate highways, the availability of 

undeveloped tracts of land, and other natural resources, including abundant natural gas 

reserves that cannot be readily accessed via existing midstream or interstate pipelines. 

15. Having reviewed the situation in depth on its own and with local business 

leaders, DEO believes that the only means of enhancing supply reliability and alleviating the 

constraints in the Ashtabula area is to bring on an additional source of supply. The closest 

supply source in Ohio is over 60 miles away, however, and a connection into Pennsylvania 

would also involve substantial mileage, as well as federal regulatory issues.  

16. In 2015, DEO began discussions with representatives of the pipeline 

developer, RH energytrans, regarding the possibility of reserving capacity on the proposed 

Risberg Line. This developer presented an opportunity of particular interest, because it owns 

32 miles of gathering lines in Pennsylvania located between an interstate pipeline and the 

Ashtabula area. This span of existing pipeline, if converted to interstate transportation 

service, would substantially reduce the amount of new construction necessary to connect the 

Ashtabula area with an additional source of supply. 

II. DESCRIPTION OF PRECEDENT AGREEMENT 

17. Under the precedent agreement, DEO’s obligation to participate in the 

Risberg Line project is subject to DEO’s receipt of certain consents and approvals of the 

Commission related to the precedent agreement, its exhibits, and any services to be rendered 
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thereunder. This includes the Commission’s approval of DEO’s commitment to purchase 

firm transportation service at negotiated rates, and other service and tariff provisions agreed 

to by RH energytrans and DEO. (Ex. 1, ¶ 4(b).) Although the entire agreement should be 

carefully reviewed, DEO would call attention to several features of the precedent agreement 

and transaction. 

18. The precedent agreement solves DEO’s need for increased capacity into the 

Ashtabula area by reserving 40,000 dekatherms per day (Dth/day) on the proposed Risberg 

Line at the rate of  per Dth per day for an approximate total annual cost of . 

(See Ex. 1, Appx. B.) The initial term of service will be 15 years. At this time, the proposed 

in-service date is November 2018, but this is subject to extension. The Risberg Line’s route 

and end point tend to minimize the capital dollars necessary to connect the line, but will tend 

to maximize the incremental supply benefit to DEO’s system and customers.  

19. As noted in the initial application, DEO’s ability to participate in the Risberg 

Line is contingent on incremental transportation customers and suppliers being required to 

accept and utilize releases of the Risberg Line capacity and the remaining capacity costs 

being recovered through TMR-B. Using the most recent volumetric denominator for TMR-

B, the Risberg Line capacity if solely recovered through TMR-B (i.e., assuming none is 

released) would add  to the rate, or approximately  per month for the average 

residential customer based on normalized usage of 96 Mcf per year. This amount, however, 

will decrease as capacity is released to serve incremental load. If the entire 40,000 Dth/day 

were released, the impact on TMR-B would be zero and could, in fact, result in a credit 

under the previously proposed revenue sharing mechanism.   
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21.  DEO believes that 

the negotiated rate represents a reasonable cost to obtain additional capacity to the Ashtabula 

area. Based on its understanding of pipeline project costs, DEO concluded that the 

negotiated rate is substantially less than a cost-of-service-based rate would be for a pipeline 
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newly constructed in its entirety. The cost of acquiring capacity on the Risberg Line is also 

considerably less than the cost to DEO of constructing a pipeline itself. DEO is not aware of 

any other entity that owns assets of such a type and in such a location as the 32 miles of 

northwestern Pennsylvania gathering lines that will reduce the scope of new construction 

and hence reduce the costs of increasing capacity to Ashtabula. For this reason, and based on 

its past review of the supply situation in this area, DEO is doubtful that a lower cost 

opportunity to obtain similar capacity will present itself in the foreseeable future, if ever. 

22. DEO also negotiated several protections in the precedent agreement to 

mitigate or limit the impact of the capacity reservation on DEO or its customers. First, the 

parties negotiated a “most favored nations” clause, entitling DEO to a lower rate on the 

affected portion of its capacity in the event the pipeline enters a service agreement prior to 

in-service date with another entity for a lower negotiated or discount rate. (Ex. 1, ¶ 6(b).) 

DEO also obtained certain rights of extensions and rights of first refusal pertaining to service 

on the line. (See Ex. 1, ¶ 8.)  

23. Moreover, although the developer does not intend to operate as an Ohio-

regulated natural gas company, federally regulated interstate natural gas pipelines may 

provide interstate transportation service directly to end-use customers. Two provisions of the 

precedent agreement address the so-called “direct connection” issue. If the pipeline bypasses 

DEO to provide service to an existing DEO customer, the amount of capacity reserved by 

DEO (and accordingly DEO’s cost responsibility for that capacity) may be reduced by the 

same amount, at DEO’s option. (See Ex. 1, ¶ 9(b).) Additionally, if the pipeline directly 

connects with a new end-user that DEO could have served, DEO must be given the 

opportunity to release its capacity to the end-user. (See Ex. 1, Appx. A, ¶ V.4(a).) Exceptions 
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from this latter provision are provided for a pair of end-users with whom the developer had 

already been in discussions regarding the provision of direct service. (Id. ¶ V.4(c).) These 

provisions will help protect DEO and its customers from bearing costs for capacity that is 

stranded as the result of pipeline bypass.  

III. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL 

24. DEO does not believe that Commission review and approval of the attached 

precedent agreement in particular, or supply agreements with upstream pipeline companies 

in general, are necessarily required under Ohio law. The Commission, however, has 

jurisdiction over DEO and is authorized by law to review the manner in which DEO 

provides service and to ensure that such services are rendered in compliance with the law. 

See R.C. 4905.04 and 4905.06. The Commission also has jurisdiction to review and approve 

DEO’s proposed tariff provisions and to determine whether the type and amount of costs 

proposed in this proceeding are appropriate for recovery under TMR-B. In view of certain 

unique features of the arrangement, as well as concerns expressed by the intervenors in this 

proceeding, DEO has voluntarily decided to submit the precedent agreement and exhibits for 

review by the Commission under its general regulatory and supervisory jurisdiction. 

Approval of DEO’s commitment to reserve capacity and purchase services at the price, 

terms, and conditions set forth in the precedent agreement and attached exhibits and of the 

associated tariff and cost-recovery provisions is reasonable, advances state natural gas 

policy, and should be granted by the Commission.  

25. Approval will support the reliability of service to the Ashtabula area. As 

explained above, the precedent agreement will enable additional gas supplies to reach a 

constrained area of DEO’s system in the northeast corner of the state. Under design-day 
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conditions, only one pipeline (the Cochranton Line) feeds the Ashtabula area. The new 

capacity will provide an additional source of supply to ensure that any interruption to the 

Cochranton Line would not result in a supply outage to the Ashtabula area. The 

consequences of an interruption or outage could be severe for this region, located as it is on 

Ohio’s northeastern shore and thus subject to some of the coldest temperatures and wind 

chills in the state.  

26. Approval will also support the state’s competitiveness in the global economy. 

As explained above, DEO has been forced to turn down numerous requests for new and 

increased load by industrial customers, and the lack of natural gas supply capacity tends to 

negate natural advantages otherwise enjoyed by the Ashtabula area for industrial 

development. In addition to supporting reliability, the addition of new capacity will 

eliminate this obstacle to investment on Ohio’s northeastern lakefront. 

27. Although the acquisition of capacity will result in a modest increase in 

customer bills until the capacity is released, the design of the rate and tariff provisions 

ensures that the customers benefiting from the increased capacity are ultimately responsible 

for the costs. Additionally, DEO’s commitment to credit 50 percent of incremental revenues 

derived from the new capacity will further offset costs to be recovered through TMR-B.  

28. If DEO’s commitment to reserve capacity at the price, terms, and conditions 

set forth in the precedent agreement and its exhibits and the associated tariff provisions are 

not approved, DEO will have no choice but to terminate its participation in the Risberg Line. 

Without its participation, DEO does not believe that the Risberg Line will be built. Based on 

past experience, and given the costs and challenges of constructing a pipeline of the 

necessary size and length, DEO believes that it is unlikely a more economical solution to the 
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constraints facing the Ashtabula area will ever emerge. DEO believes that disapproval will 

consign the Ashtabula area to ongoing supply constraints and possibly to a lack of 

investment and economic development.  

IV. REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

29. Under the precedent agreement, DEO has a right to terminate its participation 

in the Risberg Line if Commission approval has not been received by August 1, 2017, 

although the parties also have agreed to attempt to achieve a mutually agreeable extension of 

this date if necessary. 

30. DEO acknowledges that it requested expedited treatment in its initial 

application but was ultimately required to request that the proceeding be held in abeyance. 

Expedited treatment nevertheless remains important for the reasons expressed in the initial 

application. Additionally, to achieve the target in-service date, the pipeline developer is 

incurring significant costs in preparing the FERC certificate application and other regulatory 

filings, as well as incurring other project development costs that it has no means of 

recovering if the project cannot go forward due to adverse action (or inaction) by the 

Commission. DEO accordingly requests that, if practicable, the Commission establish a 

procedural schedule that would accommodate a decision concerning the initial and 

supplemental applications on or before August 1, 2017, or as soon as possible thereafter.  

31. DEO also recognizes that RESA, in its initial comments, raised a number of 

specific questions regarding the implementation of the proposed tariff provisions. DEO 

believes that supply issues can be resolved collaboratively. Such discussions would have 

been premature before the precedent agreement was executed. Now that the agreement has 

been executed, however, DEO intends to schedule a meeting with RESA and other interested 
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suppliers soon after the filing of this supplemental application in the hopes of resolving the 

issues raised in RESA’s comments.  

V. RELATED MOTIONS AND FILINGS 

32. DEO is filing with this supplemental application a motion for a protective 

order seeking confidential treatment of (a) the price information included in the 

supplemental application and (b) the precedent agreement and exhibits in their entirety. 

Accordingly, DEO has redacted this information from the supplemental application and is 

filing Exhibit 1 under seal. This information is available to the Commission and its Staff for 

their review and will be provided on request to intervening parties who execute appropriate 

protective agreements with DEO, with possible limitations on disclosure to parties who may 

also be shippers on the Risberg Line.  

33. Although it is necessary to file the entire precedent agreement under seal, 

DEO is publicly filing the open season announcement as Exhibit 2 to this application. To the 

extent the precedent agreement contains any information that may be considered public, that 

information is included in Exhibit 2.  

34. DEO is also filing today in a separate docket an application to amend certain 

provisions of the General Terms and Conditions of Energy Choice Pooling Service (ECPS). 

See Case No. 17-1459-GA-ATA. As explained in that application, revisions to the ECPS 

tariffs are necessary to reinsert terms and conditions that were inadvertently omitted from the 

tariffs during a later compliance filing. Although that application is substantively unrelated 

to this one, it does affect some of the same ECPS provisions to which revisions were 

proposed in the initial application filed in this case. Accordingly, DEO has attached as 

Exhibit 3 to this supplemental application a proposed tariff that assumes that the previously 
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omitted tariff revisions have been added and thus demonstrates how DEO would propose to 

incorporate the Risberg Line provisions. Exhibit 3 also corrects some minor clerical errors in 

the original tariff and, as also noted in the initial application, proposes updating several 

references within the ECPS General Terms and Conditions to sections of the Ohio Adm. 

Code that have been renumbered since the existing tariffs were approved. Exhibit 3 would 

take the place of the ECPS tariffs submitted with the original application. 

WHEREFORE, DEO respectfully requests that the Commission establish the requested 

expedited procedural schedule; review and approve the initial and supplemental applications as 

submitted, DEO’s commitment to reserve capacity and purchase services at the price, terms, and 

conditions set forth in the precedent agreement and exhibits attached as Exhibit 1, and the 

updated tariff provisions attached as Exhibit 3; approve the proposed recovery of capacity costs 

through TMR-B; and grant all other necessary and proper relief. 

Dated: June 27, 2017 Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Andrew J. Campbell    
Mark A. Whitt (0067996) 
Andrew J. Campbell (0081485) 
Rebekah J. Glover (0088798) 
WHITT STURTEVANT LLP 
The KeyBank Building, Suite 1590 
88 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Telephone: (614) 224-3946 
Facsimile:  (614) 224-3960 
whitt@whitt-sturtevant.com 
campbell@whitt-sturtevant.com 
glover@whitt-sturtevant.com  
(All counsel are willing to accept service by email) 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR THE EAST OHIO GAS 
COMPANY D/B/A DOMINION ENERGY OHIO 
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NON-BINDING OPEN SEASON 

RISBERG LINE PROJECT 
June 5, 2017 

 

Overview 

RH energytrans, LLC is developing a new interstate natural gas transmission pipeline extending 
from western Pennsylvania to northeastern Ohio.  This new pipeline system (the “Risberg Line”) 
will link the Dominion Energy Ohio (“DEO”) gas distribution system serving the Ashtabula, Ohio 
area with prolific sources of natural gas supply.  The Risberg Line will be owned and operated 
by RH energytrans, a newly-formed affiliate of EmKey Gathering, LLC.  It will afford DEO a cost-
effective means of meeting its needs for additional gas supply and system reinforcement in the 
Ashtabula market area, as well as the needs of other prospective shippers in the area.  This 
notice announces an Open Season through which potential Risberg Line shippers may provide 
indications of their interest in subscribing to firm gas transportation service. 

The Risberg Line will be approximately 62 miles in length.  It will originate at an interconnection 
with the Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C. natural gas transmission system near 
Meadville, Crawford County, Pennsylvania, and will extend to a new point of delivery into the 
DEO gas distribution system at North Kingsville, Ashtabula County, Ohio (see attached system 
map).  Approximately half of the Risberg Line’s total length will consist of existing gas pipeline 
facilities which RH energytrans will acquire from EmKey Gathering.  To this existing system RH 
energytrans will add approximately 30 miles of new 12-inch pipeline extending from 
northwestern Pennsylvania into northeastern Ohio.  The Risberg Line will be capable of 
transporting at least 55,000 Dth/day on a firm basis.  RH energytrans can readily increase the 
system’s pipeline size and capacity if shipper demand were to exceed 55,000 Dth/day.   

The purpose of this notice is to solicit shipper interest in subscribing to firm transportation 
service to be provided via the Risberg Line.  Following the close of the Open Season announced 
here, RH energytrans will refine its preliminary design in response to confirmed shipper 
interest.  Shippers submitting Shipper Subscription Forms in response to this Open Season will 
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be expected to execute binding Precedent Agreements within 30 days following RH 
energytrans’ announcement of its refined project design and rate calculations. 

Because the Risberg Line will transport natural gas in interstate commerce, RH energytrans will 
need to seek Federal Energy Regulatory Commission approval under Section 7(c) of the Natural 
Gas Act to construct, own and operate it.  RH energytrans expects to file an application seeking 
the required authorizations in the third quarter of 2017 and expects FERC to issue an order 
authorizing the Project in the second quarter of 2018. 

Open Season Subscription Period:  June 12, 2017 through July 12, 2017. 

Service:  Firm transportation service from the Tennessee Gas Pipeline receipt point to the DEO 
delivery point.  RH energytrans will consider constructing additional receipt and delivery points 
in response to shipper requests.  Service will be provided in accordance with a FERC Gas Tariff 
which RH energytrans will prepare and maintain on file with FERC.   

Target In-Service Date:  Fourth quarter of 2018.  The actual in-service date will depend upon 
the dates all necessary regulatory authorizations, approvals and permits are received.  
Construction delays beyond RH energytrans’ control may impact the actual in-service date. 

Term:  Minimum of fifteen (15) years.  RH energytrans may accept contract terms of shorter or 
longer durations. 

Rates:  RH energytrans anticipates that its initial cost-based recourse reservation rate will be 
between $0.66/Dth-day and $0.88/Dth-day.  The company will develop refined initial cost-
based transportation rates following its finalization of the Risberg Line’s design.  As an 
alternative to paying the Project’s recourse reservation rates for firm transportation service, as 
they may be accepted by FERC, shippers may propose to pay a negotiated reservation rate by 
so indicating on the Subscription Form.  Shippers paying negotiated reservation rates will be 
charged the recourse commodity and fuel rates set forth in RH energytrans’ tariff, as these 
rates may be modified from time to time. 
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Risberg Line System Map 

 

 

Foundation Shipper Status:  In order to secure the shipper commitments necessary to justify 
construction of the Risberg Line, RH energytrans is offering Foundation Shipper status to any 
shipper subscribing to a minimum of 40,000 Dth/day of firm transportation service for a term of 
not less than 15 years.  Foundation Shippers will receive the following benefits: 

(a) Each Foundation Shipper will be exempted from proration of its capacity 
subscription, except to the extent RH energytrans must prorate available capacity in 
order to accommodate other Foundation Shippers.   

(b) Each Foundation Shipper will have the right, upon twenty-four (24) months’ 
advance notice to be given at the conclusion of the primary term of its Firm 
Transportation Agreement or of the first five year successor term, to elect up to two 
successive five-year contract term extensions, at the then-applicable recourse rate for 
the service specified in Foundation Shipper’s Firm Transportation Agreement, as it may 
have been amended, or such other rate as may be mutually agreed. 

(c) Each Foundation Shipper will be afforded a contractual right of first refusal in 
addition to the right to unilateral contract term extensions specified in item (b). 

Erie 

Crawford 
Ashtabula 

Lake Erie 

Lake 

Geauga 
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(d) Each Foundation Shipper will be afforded the following Most Favored Nations 
rate protection:   

If at any time and from time to time prior to the In-Service Date, RH energytrans 
enters into a firm transportation service agreement with another prospective 
shipper (or a precedent agreement obligating RH energytrans to enter into a firm 
transportation service agreement with such prospective shipper), which service 
agreement has a term of not less than twelve (12) consecutive months and 
which is at a negotiated or discount rate that is lower than Foundation Shipper’s 
rate (such rate offered to another prospective shipper, a “Lower Rate”), then to 
the extent the rate associated with such service agreement is lower than 
Foundation Shipper’s rate, RH energytrans shall offer to reduce Foundation 
Shipper’s rate to equal the Lower Rate for the same term and contract MDQ as 
to which the Lower Rate is applicable.   

(e) Each Foundation Shipper will have the right to obtain any foundation or anchor 
shipper status available in the event of any future RH energytrans expansion project, 
subject to that Foundation Shipper’s satisfaction of the criteria governing recognition of 
foundation or anchor shipper status specifically applicable to such expansion project.  

(f) RH energytrans will provide to Foundation Shippers a limited capacity marketing 
service pursuant to the General Terms and Conditions of RH energytrans’ FERC Gas 
Tariff, as provided in this subparagraph (f).  If (1) RH energytrans receives a bona fide 
request to interconnect with and furnish firm transportation service (such service, 
“Direct Service”) to an entity which Foundation Shipper can show through documentary 
evidence (x) is located within Foundation Shipper’s area of service, and (y) could have 
been but has not been served by Foundation Shipper through Foundation Shipper’s 
existing facilities or through Foundation Shipper’s construction of new facilities on terms 
acceptable to Foundation Shipper (such entity, a “Direct Service Load”); (2) Direct 
Service to such Direct Service Load is not the result of any incremental expansion of the 
Risberg Line beyond its initial 55,000 Dth certificated capacity; and (3) as of the date 
such Direct Service is to commence, Foundation Shipper has not fully released or 
otherwise fully utilized Foundation Shipper’s MDQ, then RH energytrans shall give 
Foundation Shipper written notice of such request and work with Foundation Shipper to 
provide the requested Direct Service by means of one or more releases of Foundation 
Shipper’s capacity, on terms and conditions acceptable to Foundation Shipper and 
Direct Service Load.  In no event will RH energytrans provide Direct Service without 
affording Foundation Shipper, by written notice, the right of first refusal to release 
Foundation Shipper’s capacity to Direct Service Load on the terms and conditions 
requested by Direct Service Load and agreed to by RH energytrans, which first refusal 
right will remain in effect for a period of thirty (30) days following RH energytrans’ 
notice to Foundation Shipper.   
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The obligations set forth in this subparagraph (f) are subject to RH energytrans’ 
compliance with the terms of its FERC Gas Tariff and all applicable laws (including RH 
energytrans’ obligation to not withhold available, existing capacity requested by 
qualified shippers at the maximum recourse rate), and will remain in effect until 
Foundation Shipper has fully released or otherwise fully utilized its MDQ, or such earlier 
time as may be specified by Foundation Shipper by its delivery of written notice to RH 
energytrans.   

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary provided in this subparagraph (f), firm 
transportation service which Seller may provide to Velocys, Inc., North Atlantic Iron 
Corporation and their affiliates, subsidiaries or successors to their operations in 
Ashtabula County, Ohio (“Excluded Load”) shall not be deemed to be Direct Service, and 
such entities shall not be deemed to be Direct Service Loads, within the meaning of this 
subparagraph (f).  If Customer elects to provide released capacity to an Excluded Load, 
the Parties agree, subject to compliance with the terms of Seller’s FERC Gas Tariff and all 
applicable laws, that the capacity on Seller’s pipeline required to serve such Excluded 
Load will be incremental to that capacity being provided by Seller to Customer as long as 
such capacity is existing and available on Seller’s pipeline. 

Before Seller’s Tariff becomes effective, the capacity releases described in this 
subparagraph (f) will be effectuated by means of assignment or agreement to enter into 
future capacity releases. 

DEO has committed to become a Risberg Line Foundation Shipper. 

Subscription Process 

The Subscription Period for this non-binding Open Season will commence on June 12, 2017 and 
close at 5:00 PM (Eastern Time) on July 12, 2017.  RH energytrans may consider requests 
received after the close of the Subscription Period only if such requests are determined to 
contribute to the Project in a positive manner and can be accommodated without adversely 
affecting the application and/or anticipated in-service dates. 

Prospective shippers interested in obtaining firm transportation service must submit a Shipper 
Subscription Form and necessary financial information no later than the close of the 
Subscription Period, addressed to the following: 

Open Season – Risberg Line Project 
RH energytrans, LLC 

Att’n: Kyle Rhoades, Chief Operating Officer 
Email: krhoades@RHenergytrans.com 
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Prospective shippers will be required to provide certain financial information to qualify for the 
firm service to be offered through the Risberg Line.  RH energytrans may request any additional 
financial information which it considers necessary to determine the creditworthiness of all 
prospective shippers. 

RH energytrans reserves the right to make a final determination as to the size, scope and cost 
of the Risberg Line, as well as a final evaluation of the overall economics of the project and, in 
its sole discretion, to decide whether to proceed with the project.  All prospective shippers 
participating in this Open Season will be notified of RH energytrans’ final decision. 

Contacts for Additional Information:  Should you have any questions or require additional 
information regarding this Open Season, please contact: 

Kyle Rhoades 
Chief Operating Officer 

RH energytrans, LLC 
(814) 315-0278 

Email: krhoades@RHenergytrans.com 
or 

Keith Farrell 
Chief Financial Officer 
RH energytrans, LLC 

(814) 315-0278 
Email: kfarrell@RHenergytrans.com 



 

 
NON-BINDING OPEN SEASON 

RH ENERGYTRANS, LLC -- RISBERG LINE PROJECT 
FIRM TRANSPORTATION SERVICE 

 
PROSPECTIVE SHIPPER SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

 
Shipper Name: ________________________________________ 
 
Shipper Address: 
  ________________________________________ 
  ________________________________________ 
  ________________________________________ 
 
Person Initiating Non-Binding Request for Service: 
 
Name: _______________________________ Title:  ____________________________ 
 
Phone: _______________________________ Fax: _____________________________ 
 
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Service Commencement Date: The actual In-Service Date for the Project Facilities 
 
FIRM TRANSPORTATION SERVICE  

 
MAXIMUM DAILY QUANTITY (MDQ) REQUESTED: __________________ Dth 
 
TERM REQUESTED: __________________________ years (minimum 15 years) 
 
NEGOTIATED RESERVATION RATE OFFERED (if applicable): $_________ Dth-day 
 
Receipt Point:  Tennessee Gas Pipeline Receipt Point, Meadville, Crawford County, 
Pennsylvania or ____________________________ 

 
Delivery Point:  DEO gas distribution system at North Kingsville, Ashtabula County, Ohio 
or ____________________________ 
 

Signature: ________________________________________ Date _______________ 
 

Submit to 
RH energytrans, LLC 

Att’n: Kyle Rhoades, Chief Operating Officer 
Email: krhoades@RHenergytrans.com 



 

 

 

 

Exhibit 3 – Proposed Tariff Sheets 















































This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

6/27/2017 2:56:50 PM

in

Case No(s). 17-0820-GA-ATA

Summary: Text Supplemental Application for Approval of Precedent Agreement and Request
for Expedited Treatment (Public Version) electronically filed by Ms. Rebekah J. Glover on
behalf of The East Ohio Gas Company d/b/a Dominion Energy Ohio




