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 Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 

Memo 
To:  Docketing Division 

From: Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, Rail Division 

Cc:  PUCO Legal Department 

Date: 4/13/17 

Re: PUCO Case No. 17-998-RR-RCP- In the Matter of a Request for an Upgrade to the 
Active Warning Devices at the Norfolk Southern Railway Crossing, Vermilion Road 
DOT#524-037N, in Erie County, Ohio. 
 

 

On September 27, 2016, the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) authorized 
funding for Norfolk Southern Railway to install a cantilever flashing light in the southeast 
quadrant and upgrade the remaining lights to LED lights at Vermilion Road DOT#524-
037N, in Erie County, Ohio. The crossing was surveyed on April 7, 2016 and found to 
warrant the upgrades. The electric utility provider for this crossing is First Energy-Ohio 
Edison. 
 
The project will be paid for with federal funds and is actual cost. The plans and estimates 
for the project in the amount of $105,328.00 have been approved. Construction may 
commence at once.  Staff requests a Finding & Order with completion of the project 
in nine months. Staff requests that the following language be incorporated in the Finding 
& Order: 
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices 
will be completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible 
for this work. This work includes, but is not limited to: 
 

• Any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as designed and 
visible to the roadway user, and 

 
• MUTCD compliance, including minor roadway work if necessary. 
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 Please serve the following parties of record:

 

 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
Stephen Klinger 
Public Projects Engineer 
1200 Peachtree Street NE 
Atlanta, GA 30309-3597 
 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
Cayela Wimberly 
Director Grade Crossing Safety 
1200 Peachtree Street NE 
Atlanta, GA 30309-3597 
 
Ohio Rail Development Commission 
Cathy Stout 
Safety Manager 
1980 West Broad Street 
Mail Stop #3140 
Columbus, Ohio 43223 
 
City of Vermilion 
Mayor Eileen Bulan 
5511 Liberty Avenue 
Vermilion, Ohio  44089 
 
City of Vermilion 
Tony Valeruis 
Service Director 
5511 Liberty Avenue 
Vermilion, Ohio  44089 
 
KS Associates 
Lynn S. Miggins 
City of Vermilion Engineer 
260 Burns Road Suite 100 
Elyria, Ohio  44035 
 
First Energy-Ohio Edison 

  



 

 

 OHIO RAIL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 
 
 
TO:  Randall Schumacher, Supervisor, Rail Division, PUCO 
 
FROM: Cathy Stout, Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 
 
BY:  Eric Neff, Safety Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 
 
SUBJECT: ERI - Vermilion Road, DOT # 524037N, PID 103770, NS Project 10.3130 
  
DATE: April 5, 2017 
  
 
 
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) established a diagnostic survey at the subject 
location on April 7, 2016. The Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) attended the 
review.  The Diagnostic Team recommended the improvement of warning devices to flashing 
lights and roadway gates and cantilevers.  Copies of the diagnostic review form and the plan and 
estimate are attached. 
 
PE has already been provided by the railroad. ORDC approves the site plans and estimates as 
provided.  Please issue a construction-only order for the project outlined above.  This 
authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that an approved estimate may 
contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal 
participation during the project audit. 
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices will be 
completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible for this work.  This 
work includes, but is not limited to: 

 any ancillary work to make warning devices function as designed and visible to the 
roadway user, and  

 MUTCD compliance – including minor roadway work if necessary. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 
 
 
Attachment:   Diagnostic Review 
  Plan & Estimate  
 
c:   Jill Henry, Rail Division Specialist, PUCO 

ORDC Project Manager (file) 
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Summary: Application In the Matter of a Request for an Upgrade to the Active Warning
Devices at the Norfolk Southern Railway Crossing, Vermilion Road DOT#524-037N, in Erie
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