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Subject: PUCO CONTACT FORM: 109228 
Received: 9/28/2016 5:07:06 PM 
Message:
WEB ID: 109228 AT:09-28-2016 at 05:06 PM
Related Case Number: 16-0253
TYPE: Comment
NAME: Mr. Bill Collins
CONTACT SENDER ? Yes
MAILING ADDRESS:

5040 Eastwood Circle West
Cincinnnati
Cincinnnati , Ohio 45227
United States

PHONE INFORMATION:

Home: 513-271-4425
Alternative: (no alternative phone provided?)
Fax: (no fax number provided?)

E-MAIL: williambcollins45227@gmail.com
INDUSTRY:Other
ACCOUNT INFORMATION:

(no utility company name provided?)
(no account name provided?)
(no service address provided?)
(no service phone number provided?)
(no account number provided?)

COMMENT DESCRIPTION:
RE: Case Number 16-0253-GA-BTX Please note that I remain OPPOSED to the revised
proposal by Duke Energy to route this pipeline through the Deerfield/Duck Creek valley.
Below I will explain why I feel this way. THE HISTORY OF INSTITUTIONAL RACISM
THAT HAS CAST A SHADOW FOR 100-PLUS YEAR IN THIS VALLEY NEEDS TO
STOP When looking at this issue, I think it's important to understand the role that institutional
racism has played, and continues to play, re: institutional decisions that have been made re:
this valley and Madisonville generally by powerful outside special interests for these last 100-
plus years. During that period, these racist institutional decisions have been made by
institutions such as: § The City of Cincinnati § The State of Ohio, via ODOT § The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers § The Cincinnati Board of Realtors/MLS § Leading corporations and law
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firms – most recently Duke Energy and the Keating law firm -- that operate in Cincinnati. So,
why do I point to institutional racism as the problem here? 1) Forcing black families in
Madisonville to live in flood plains up until the 1970s: As Madisonville was settled starting in
the 19th Century, the real-estate interests operating in those days in the Village of
Madisonville and in Cincinnati generally forced black residents to live in three (3) locations --
two (2) of which were located in flood plains. Specifically, Black residents were corralled into
the all-black Dunbar community, which was located in this valley (and its flood plain)
between the RR tracks and Erie Avenue. Black residents in Madisonville were also segregated
into the flood plain of Little Duck Creek on the eastern side of Madisonville close to Indian
Hill, along East Fork Road (located east of the point where Madison Road ends at Plainville
Road) and into a small section of dilapidated housing in the north-central portion of
Madisonville. 2) After World War II, the City of Cincinnati built and operated its toxic East
Side incinerator in this valley where black families were forced to live at that time: When the
City chose its site for a trash incinerator after World War II -- a facility that spewed ash and
toxic air from its smokestack -- it located that facility immediately north of the Dunbar
community where so many of Madisonville's black families were forced to live. 3) ODOT's
long history of trying to build the "Indian Hill by-pass" freeway through this valley: 50-60
years ago ODOT's initial plan to build an east/west freeway that would extend eastward to the
I-275 loop in Clermont County centered on extending the east/west Cross-County Highway
(now called the Ronald Reagan Highway) eastward through Indian Hill from the point where
this road now ends immediately south of Downtown Montgomery at Montgomery Road (north
of Moeller High School). Because the well-to-do white people of Indian Hill were well
connected politically, they used their power and influence to block that initial ODOT plan. So,
after that initial plan by ODOT was blocked by Indian Hill interests, ODOT found an
alternative that, again, was proposed to run through this Deerfield Creek/Duck Creek valley in
Madisonville, and then turn eastward south of Fairfax in order to by-pass Indian Hill. ODOT
called this by-pass of Indian Hill the "Eastern Corridor Highway." Fortunately, after 50 years
of fightback from community people in Madisonville and other nearby communities against
this plan which at one point proposed an elevated freeway through this valley, ODOT
abandoned this idea just last year (in 2015). 4) Then there is the new road that the Keating law
firm recently and successfully lobbied City Hall to build through the athletic field at
Madisonville's John P. Parker School: In recent years, the Medpace company threatened not to
build its proposed hotel development at Madison and Whetsel unless ODOT and the City
agreed to build a "cut-through" street from its hotel through the athletic field of the
neighborhood preK-6 school that serves Madisonville (John P. Parker School on the northeast
corner of Madison and Red Bank). In making those threats, Medpace was advised to do so by
its law firm of record, the Downtown-based Keating law firm. [Please note that although we
are working hard in our community to re-integrate John P. Parker School, this school's
enrollment is currently about 95% black and 90% free-reduced lunch even though current U.S.
Census data shows that Madisonville's population is 48% non-black and that 80% of the
families in Madisonville do NOT live in poverty.] 5) Now, Duke Energy wants to cut this
pipeline through the campus of our neighborhood school rather than cutting the pipeline
through the campus of the elite, private, overwhelmingly white Seven Hills School: As you
may recall, a few months ago Duke Energy's proposal was to run the new pipeline along the
WESTERN side of Red Bank Road so that it would pass through the property of the elite and
overwhelmingly white Seven Hills School private school, and through the campus of the
Children's Home of Cincinnati (CHC). [The CHC is a non-profit whose governing board
includes some of the richest and most politically prominent people in Greater Cincinnati, with
none of those board members living in Madisonville.] Now that Duke has made its "final"
decision on where to build the pipeline, the route of the pipeline has been switched across Red



Bank Road so that it runs through the campus of the 95% black John P. Parker School, just as
the Keating/Medpace "cut-through" road approved by City Council will do. PLEASE DO
THE RIGHT THING TO HELP PEOPLE LIFT THEMSELVES OUT OF POVERTY As
many of you know, recent scholarship shows that in the USA today the greatest amount of
upward social mobility that helps people escape poverty is found in cities and metro areas
where there is a concentration of educated people. Most recently, this research, led by
University of California-Berkeley economist Enrico Moretti, was described in an NPR
broadcast yesterday. See http://tinyurl.com/hyjrpe4 In other words, even if a poor person does
not have much education, if they live in places such as the Austin (Texas), Boston, San
Francisco or Ann Arbor areas -- as opposed to low-education areas like Orlando, Florida or the
Mississippi Delta -- that person who grew up living in poverty have a greater chance to escape
poverty as adults. Following that logic, the Madisonville community and John P. Parker
School (if it is left alone by Duke Energy, the Keating law firm and Medpace) are good local
environments where kids who are affected by poverty today can grow up and escape poverty.
Why do I say this? CONTRARY TO MEDIA IMAGERY, MADISONVILLE IS ONE OF
THOSE PLACES WHERE THE ENVIRONMENT LENDS ITSELF TO PEOPLE
ESCAPING POVERTY. AND A GAS PIPELINE WILL HURT, NOT HELP. In
Madisonville today, almost 40% (precisely 39.8%) of adults aged 25 or higher have a post-
high-school degree. For U.S. Census data which documents this fact, see
http://tinyurl.com/jeth25l That high level of educational attainment among today's
Madisonville residents compares to: Ø A City of Cincinnati city-wide average level of post-
high-school educational attainment of 38.0% See http://tinyurl.com/hvaz4wr Ø A State of
Ohio statewide average level of post-high-school educational attainment of just 33.0%. See
http://tinyurl.com/holnoxu Ø A Midwest-wide regional average level of post-high-school
educational attainment of just 35.9% See http://tinyurl.com/hjofhjs Ø A Kentucky statewide
average level of post-high-school educational attainment of just 28.6% See
http://tinyurl.com/h4yzdqs Ø An Indiana statewide average level of post-high-school
educational attainment of just 31.1%. See http://tinyurl.com/zpdod95 Ø A Pennsylvania
statewide average level of post-high-school educational attainment of just 35.1% See
http://tinyurl.com/hbvcwaq Ø USA-wide national average level of post-high-school
educational attainment of 36.7% See http://tinyurl.com/hary6lp Thank you for your time. I
trust you to do the right thing for Madisonville, for our people, and for the region. Best
regards, Bill Collins 5040 Eastwood Circle West, Cincinnati, Ohio 45227 (Madisonville)
Phone: (513) 271-4425 Email: williambcollins45227@gmail.com
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