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I ama remdent o ﬁl
‘on you'to help end the economic
devastation and the life:threatening
conditions that current utility
policies are causmg the pcopie of our
communities.
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Low-income working peﬁple cannot. T
afford the current costs'of foed, heat, - °
encrgy, housmg, medlcmes and other

- necessities. I nrge you to take whatevei- TO .Chm Aﬁdre T. Porter

actions are necessary to prevent | futher - Th Pubhc Utilities Comxmssmn of Ohio

needless su:&'ermg and even death
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RIGH:[‘_HQE moxe than 88 000 households in rmd Ohm are ax nsk of hawng thicir -

. ,unhty.,spmse ternunalcd due to their low income and mablhty to: pay the current ratés,
- Yet the;Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) continues {o: aliow utility companics

to rdise the rates to unaffordable levels, despite their mission statemenit to. “mandate the

" availability of adequate safe, and reliable utility service to- all’ busmesses mdustnal and

-residential consnmers.”
The Franklin County- Workcrs Benefit Councit peuuoued,the PUCO on,gcccmbcr
2014 with the following demands: PUCO scanned the 239 petitions with ore thari' 1600
signatures and listéd them under the Docket No. 14-137 1LGE-UNC, PublE‘Comments
section. Instead of responding to the demands, PUCO has apprﬁ one @scquent rate
hike request by AEP, and is deliberating on a second! Asa rw&gmwu@mumbc;é_ of state
. residents who cannot afford the current rates will be shut off. ==~ = ™ .

will m take a stand to stop.e -sﬁut-}ij’ffs?_

N Lower ut:hty rates for resndenual customers and sma]l busmess omrs such that then—

ufility service is “adequate, safe and reliable.” - A3

2. Establish a year-reund moratorium on gas and electric utility shuf#s for Ohio
residents whose income is at or below 300% of federal poverty line,

3. Direct ABP and Columbia Gas to cance! arrears for their customers whosé incomes are
at or below 300% of federal poverty lines.

4. Allow anyone whose service has been terminated because of economic inability
to pay due to hardships sirch as il} health, job loss or foreclosure to renegotiate a
reasonable and affordable payment plan based on their incomes, and have their services -
reconnected fosthwith, without penalty fees. ‘
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