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Paulding Wind Farm III LLC (hereafter referred to as the “Applicant”), a wholly owned subsidiary 

of EDP Renewables North America LLC, is providing the following information in accordance with 

the procedures delineated in Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-6:  Letter of Notification 

Requirements of the Rules and Regulations of the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB). 

 

4906-6-05 (B) Accelerated application requirements 

(1) The applicant shall provide the name of the project and applicant's reference 

number, names and reference number(s) of resulting circuits, a brief description of the 

project, and why the project meets the requirements for a letter of notification or 
construction notice application.  

The proposed Timber Road III Point of Interconnect (POI) Switchyard (Timber Road III POI 

Switchyard), herein referred to as the “Project”, is associated with the Timber Road I Wind 

Farm (see Case No. 09-0980-EL-BGN) and the Timber Road III Wind Farm (see Case No. 

10-369-EL-BGN), both located in Paulding County. The Project in conjunction with the 

Timber Road I Wind Farm, the Timber Road III Wind Farm (such wind farms collectively 

for purposes of this application, the “Wind Farm”) and the Timber Road III Transmission 

Line will be used to contribute renewable wind energy to the PJM transmission grid.  

 

On December 8, 2015, the Applicant submitted an Application for a Certificate of 

Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the Timber Road III Transmission Line 

and the Timber Road III POI Switchyard, hereafter referred to as the “Original Application”. 

On February 5, 2016 the Applicant submitted a Supplemental Filing to modify the Timber 

Road III Transmission Line.  On February 5, 2016 the Original Application was deemed 

complete by the OPSB. 

 

The Project will be approximately 410 by 230 feet in size (2.1 acres in area), and enclosed 

by a chain link fence. The Project site is located on the south side of State Route 114 in 

Benton Township, just east of the intersection with Town Highway 27, immediately west of 

the existing Timber Road II POI Switchyard. The Project design includes three 138 kV circuit 

breakers configured in a three ring bus arrangement, along with 138 kV metering units, 

relays, a control house, and associated equipment. Land for the Project is owned by the 

Applicant. The Applicant will obtain all necessary permits and construct the Project. The 

Applicant expects to own and construct all structures and equipment associated with the 

Project, and then transfer ownership to the transmission operator when the Wind Farm 

goes into operation. 

 

The Project meets the requirements for the Letter of Notification because it is within the 

types of projects defined by Item (3) of the 4906-1-01 Appendix A, Application 

Requirement Matrix for Electric Power Transmission Lines.  This Item states: 

 

 (3) Constructing a new electric power transmission substation. 

 

 

 

 (2) If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or gas pipeline, the 

applicant shall provide a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility.  

The proposed Project is not an electric power transmission line or gas pipeline. 



(3) The applicant shall provide the location of the project in relation to existing or 

proposed lines and substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size 
to show existing and proposed transmission facilities in the project area.  

The Project will inject the output from the Wind Farm into the existing Lincoln – Sterling 

138 kV circuit.  Figure 1 shows the location of Project, with respect to existing and proposed 
transmission lines and substations around the Project area. 

 (4) The applicant shall describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the 

proposed location or route is best suited for the proposed facility. The discussion shall 

include, but not be limited to, impacts associated with socioeconomic, ecological, 
construction, or engineering aspects of the project.  

The Applicant considered the following alternatives prior to selecting the Project location 
provided herein.  

a) The first option the Applicant considered was the possibility of connecting to the grid at 

the nearest possible point of interconnection, which is the Antwerp to Payne 69 kV Line. 

The Applicant conducted load flow analysis and PJM studied this point of 

interconnection, and it was determined that the maximum project size that could 

interconnect to the Antwerp to Payne 69 kV Line is 48.3 MW. Given that the proposed 

Project needs to deliver power from a collectively 100.8 MW Wind Farm in order to 

satisfy customer demand and maintain cost economies of scale, the Applicant deemed 
that building a smaller project to enable connection to the nearby Payne 69 kV substation was 
not a viable option. 

 

b) The second option that was considered by the Applicant was interconnecting the Wind 

Farm to the Robinson Park – East Lima 345 kV Line. This alternative would require 

more costly switchyard breakers since the interconnection line voltage is higher than 

138 kV, and the Timber Road III Transmission Line cable and poles would also be more 

expensive. The route would require the Transmission Line to be over 14 miles long, and 

therefore would impact more acres than the recommended interconnection plan. 

Additionally, the Applicant does not have the land rights to route the line to this 

location. 
 

At the Applicant’s request, PJM conducted a System Impact Study of the Wind Farm 

interconnection at the location identified for the Project. This study was completed in June 

2009, re-tooled in July 2012, and revised again in October 2015. Potential local AEP and 

overall PJM network impacts were evaluated for compliance with reliability criteria for 

summer peak conditions in 2013 in the following categories: Generator Deliverability, 

Multiple Facility Contingency, and Short Circuit Analysis. The 2015 System Impact Study 

concluded “no problems identified” for each of these categories. The System Impact Study 

studied three additional categories to assess the impact of the Wind Farm on the system: 

(1) Contribution to Previously Identified Overloads; (2) New System Reinforcements, and 

(3) Contribution to Previously Identified System Reinforcements. No contingency 

overloads, network upgrades, or contributions to overloads were identified in the 2015 

System Impact Study. Finally, the Wind Farm successfully met the stability requirements 

associated with the connection standards for Low Voltage Ride Through; Voltage Recovery; 

and Transient Stability. These very positive study results further galvanized the Applicant’s 

site location for the Project as being ideal for interconnection of the Wind Farm. 



 (5) The applicant shall describe its public information program to inform affected 

property owners and tenants of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe 
for project construction and restoration activities.  

The Applicant held a public information meeting on October 26, 2015 at the Paulding 

County Fairground, inviting the public to review maps and studies performed on both the 

Timber Road III Transmission Line and the Project. Local landowners are updated through 

periodic newsletters, as well as personal contacts with the Applicant’s representatives. 

During the construction phase, the Applicant will use phone calls, emails, and face to face 

meeting to communicate progress. When the Wind Farm is operational, the Applicant will 

maintain an informational website, about the Wind Farm and the Project, and the Applicant 

will operate a local maintenance facility that will be a source of information to the 
community.  

In addition, the following public officials have been contacted regarding the application:  

Benton Township Fiscal Officer Julie Dinger  

3708 SR 500  

Payne, OH 45880  

Phone: (419) 263-2678  

 

Benton Township Trustee Mark Crosby  

1065 SR 114  

Payne, OH 45880  

Phone: (419) 263-2267  

 

Benton Township Trustee Randy Noggle  

6437 SR 114  

Haviland, OH 45851  

Phone: (419) 263-2459  

 

Paulding County Commissioner Tony Zartman  

115 N Williams Street  

Paulding, OH 45879  

Phone: (419) 399-8215  

 

Paulding County Commissioner Roy Klopfenstein  

115 N Williams Street  

Paulding, OH 45879  

Phone: (419) 399-8215 

(6) The applicant shall provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-

service date of the project.  

Construction of the Project will begin May 2nd, 2016.  The complete in-service date for the 
Project is October 21st, 2016 

 

(7) The applicant shall provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the 
facility with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image. Imagery  



The Project location is illustrated within Figures 1 and 2 on maps using 1:24,000 scale.  

Figure 1 shows the project area overlaid on top of the ESRI World Street base map; while, 

Figure 2 shows the project area overlaid on the ESRI aerial image.  

 

 
(8) The applicant shall provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained 

easements, options, and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate 

the facility and a list of the additional properties for which such agreements have not 

been obtained.  

No easements, options, and/or land use agreements are necessary to construct and 

operate the Project, because the Project parcel is currently owned by subsidiary projects 
wholly owned by EDP Renewables North America LLC.  

(9) The applicant shall describe the following information regarding the technical 
features of the project:  

(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, 
and right-of-way and/or land requirements.  

The Project design includes three (3) 138 kV circuit breakers configured in a three 

ring bus arrangement operated as a ring-bus, along with 138 kV metering units, 

relays, and associated equipment.  The SCADA and associated equipment are 

expected to be located in a control house within the fence.  The control house will 

provide all weather protection and security for the protective relays and controls.  
No power transformers will be installed (see Figure 3). 

(b) For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an 

occupied residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields 

during the operation of the proposed electric power transmission line. The 
discussion shall include:  

This letter of notification is not for electric power transmission lines; therefore, no 
EMF calculations are not provided. 

 (c) The estimated capital cost of the project.  

The Project is estimated to cost $9,800,000. 

(10) The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project.  

(a) Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the 

proposed project, including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties 
affected.  

The Project is sited on property owned by the Applicant in Benton Township, 

Paulding County. The primary land use within 1,000 feet of the Project is 

predominantly agricultural.  Transportation and utility corridors are also present 

with 1,000 feet of the Project. There are no residential structures and no sensitive 

land uses (e.g., recreational or institutional) within 1,000 feet of the Project.  



(b) Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and 

separately all agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to 
submission of the application within the potential disturbance area of the project.  

Approximately 2.15 acres of permanent impacts to agricultural land use are 

anticipated from the Project.  

The Applicant confirmed with the Paulding County Auditor’s Office on February 17th, 

2016 via a phone conversation, that the Project parcel is not part of the agricultural 
district land program. 

(c) Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence 

or absence of significant archeological or cultural resources that may be located 

within the potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings 

of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a result of the 

investigation.  

Data on cultural and archaeological resources was collected and compiled into a 

report on the cultural impact of the proposed the Project. The purpose of the records 

review was to identify known cultural resources in the vicinity of the Project so that 

impacts to these resources are minimized. The report reviewed a 1,000-foot radius 

around the Project, consistent with OPSB guidelines. The records review revealed 

that no NRHP-listed properties, OAI properties, or NHL properties have been 

recorded within 1,000 feet of the Project. (EDR 2015) 

 

Additional information about these resources can be found in Appendix A. 

 
 

 (d) Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known 

to have requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the 

project, and a list of documents that have been or are being filed with those 
agencies in connection with siting and constructing the project.  

The Applicant anticipates obtaining any necessary building permits from Benton 

Township. The Applicant also anticipates submitting a Notice of Intent (“NOI”) to 

the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency authorization of storm water discharges 

associated with construction activity under the National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES). In addition, a State Driveway Permit may be required 

for the Project. 

A stringent soil erosion and sedimentation control plan will be developed and 

implemented as part of the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) required 

by the NPDES General Permit for the Project. The SWPPP will address all minimum 

components of the NPDES permit, and conform to the specifications of the 

Rainwater and Land Development manual, which describes Ohio’s standards for 

storm water management, land development, and urban stream protection. The 

SWPPP will identify potential sources of pollution that may reasonably be expected 

to affect the quality of storm water discharges associated with construction 

activities. If applicable, the SWPPP will clearly identify all activities that will be 

authorized under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act and be subject to an anti-
degradation review. 



A Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan will be prepared that 

outlines procedures to be implemented to prevent the release of hazardous 

substances into the environment. This plan will not allow refueling of construction 

equipment within 100 feet of any stream or wetland, and contractors will be 

required to keep materials on hand to control and contain a petroleum spill, 

including a shovel, tank patch kit, and oil-absorbent materials. Any spills will be 

cleaned up immediately after discovery, and reported in accordance with Federal 
and Ohio EPA Division of Emergency and Remedial Response regulations. 

The Applicant will be responsible for obtaining all applicable permits and 

authorizations prior to the commencement of construction activities. Copies of the 

permits and authorizations will be provided to Staff within seven days of issuance 
or receipt by the Applicant. 

(e) Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence 

or absence of federal and state designated species (including endangered 

species, threatened species, rare species, species proposed for listing, species 

under review for listing, and species of special interest) that may be located 

within the potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings 

of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a result of the 
investigation.  

 Federally-Listed Species 

Review of the United States Department of the Interior’s federally listed species by 

Ohio counties list indicates that the proposed Project is within the range of two 

federally-listed species: Indiana bat (endangered) and northern long-eared bat 

(threatened). Each of these species is briefly described below: 

  

 Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis): The Indiana bat is a migratory species that 

hibernates in caves and mines in the winter. In spring, reproductive females 

emerge from their hibernaculum and migrate, forming maternity colonies in 

wooded areas to bear and raise their young. Trees (dead, dying, or healthy) 

with exfoliating or defoliating bark, or trees containing cracks or crevices, 

provide suitable summer roosts. Indiana bats require a mosaic of habitats 

for feeding, preferring to forage along streams/rivers and above 

waterbodies, but also utilizing upland forests, clearings with successional 

old field vegetation, the borders of croplands, wooded fencerows, and 

pastures (USFWS, 2007). Bat acoustic surveys were conducted for the 

Timber Road II Wind Farm (WEST, 2010). Acoustic surveys cannot identify 

bat species with certainty; however, bat calls were sorted into three groups, 

based on frequency, that correspond roughly to species groups. 

Approximately 7% of the calls recorded were >40 kHz, the frequency range 

emitted by Myotis and Perimyotis bat species (i.e., Indiana bat, little brown 

bat, northern long-eared bat, and tri-colored bat).  

 

 Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis). Northern long-eared bats 

also hibernate in in caves and mines over the winter and migrate to forested 

areas to bear young under the bark or in crevices of trees. Northern long-

eared bats primarily forage in forested areas, catching insects as they fly 

through the understory. As mentioned above, high frequency calls that 

could have been emitted by northern long-eared bats were recorded in the 

Project Study Area in 2009 (WEST, 2010).  

 



The Project is located entirely within active agricultural land, and no tree 

clearing is proposed by the Applicant for the Project, thus no impact to either 

of these federally protected bat species is expected.  

 

State-Listed Species 

Review of the Ohio Division of Wildlife’s Natural Heritage Database state listed 

species by county list indicates that the proposed Project is within the range of 

five state-listed plant species and five state-listed animal species (one 

amphibian, one bird, and three mussels). Table 1 shows the state-listed species 

with potential habitat in the vicinity of the proposed Project, along with general 

habitat requirements and the Ohio state status for each species. 

 

 

Table 1.  Protected Species with Potential Habitat within the Vicinity of the Proposed Project 

 

Scientific Name Common Name General Habitat Ohio Status 

Plants 

Carex crus-corvi raven-foot sedge moist/shaded T 

Cuscuta cuspidata cuspidate dodder 
openings along 
creeks/streams 

E 

Iris brevcaulis leafy blue flag variety wet T 

Rorripa aquatica lake cress 
ponds, slow-moving 
streams 

T 

Vernonia fasciculata prairie ironweed wet prairies E 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

Hemidactylium scutatum 
four-toed 
salamander 

variety wet SC 

Birds 

Accipiter striatus 
sharp-shinned 
hawk 

deep woods SC 

Mussels 

Cyclonaias tuberculata purple wartyback medium and large rivers SC 

Truncilla truncata deertoe medium and large rivers SC 

Uniomerus tetralasmus pondhorn 
ponds, creeks, 
headwaters 

T 

Notes: E = Endangered, T = Threatened, SC = Species of Concern   
Sources: Cusick, 1984; Gardner, 2004; Burns, 1984; Burns & Cusick, 1983; Cusick, 1985; Badra, 2004.   

The state-listed species that could potentially occur in Paulding County are generally 

found in woodland, wetland, and stream/river habitats, which are not found within 

the area of the Project. The Project is located entirely within agricultural land and 
requires no tree clearing, and is not anticipated to impact any state listed species. 

Should federally- or state-listed threatened or endangered species be unexpectedly 

encountered during construction, the Applicant will contact Staff, ODNR, and 

USFWS within 24 hours, and construction activities that could adversely impact the 



identified species will be halted until an appropriate course of action has been 
agreed upon.   

(f) Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence 

or absence of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests 

and parks, floodplains, wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, 

national and state wild and scenic rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife 

management areas, and wildlife sanctuaries) that may be located within the 

potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the 

investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a result of the 

investigation.  

Field delineation effort identified no wetlands were found within 1,000 feet of the 

Project, and as such no wetlands are expected to be impacted by the construction 
or operation of the Project.  

In support of the preparation of the Original Application, environmental consultants 

including EDR conducted and coordinated site visits and ecological investigations 

surrounding the Project. The Project Study Area consists of the area within 1,000 

feet of the proposed Project. EDR conducted a preliminary desktop review of the 

Project Study Area, incorporating environmental datasets such as Ohio Wetland 

Inventory (OWI), National Wetland Inventory (NWI), streams and rivers, land 

use/land cover, soils, aerial photographs, and topographic maps. Wetland 

delineations were subsequently conducted within the Project Study Area. Wetland 

delineations were completed in accordance with the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE) Wetland Delineation Manual (Environmental Laboratory, 1987) 

and the Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation 

Manual: North central and Northeastern Region (USACE, 2012). The wetland 

delineations consisted of field jurisdictional determinations and documentation of 

regulated waters using U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) criteria. Potentially 

regulated water boundaries were mapped with sub-meter accuracy Global 

Positioning System (GPS) equipment. Data points were recorded to represent the 

upland and wetland boundary interface. 

Wetland qualitative assessments were conducted by EDR and MSG utilizing the Ohio 

Rapid Assessment Method (ORAM) for Wetlands methodology (Appendix B).  The 

ORAM wetland functional assessment was developed to determine the ecological 

“quality” and level of function of a particular wetland in order to meet requirements 

under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. Wetlands are scored on the basis of 

hydrology, upland buffer, habitat alteration, special wetland communities, and 

vegetation communities. Each of these subject areas is further divided into sub-

categories under ORAM v5.0 resulting in a score that describes the wetland using a 

range from 0 to 100. Based on these scores, there are three possible Ohio Wetland 

Antidegradation categories to which wetlands may be assigned (Category 1 – lowest 

value category, Category 2 – middle value category, Category 3 – highest value 
category). 

 (g) Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual 

conditions resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety 
impacts. 

The Applicant does not anticipate any unusual conditions exist that would result in 
significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.  Construction and 

operation of the proposed Project will meet all applicable safety standards 



established by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, and will be in 

accordance with the requirements specified in the latest revision of the National 
Electrical Safety Code as adopted by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio. 
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

2/22/2016 3:16:47 PM

in

Case No(s). 16-0353-EL-BLN

Summary: Letter of Notification Letter of Notification for Timber Road III Switchyard - Narrative
and Figures electronically filed by Mr. Ryan D. Elliott on behalf of Paulding Wind Farm III LLC


