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1. Q. Please state your name and your business address. 1 

 A. My name is Jon Whitis, and my business address is 180 East Broad Street, 2 

Columbus, OH 43215. 3 

 4 

2. Q. By whom are you employed and what is your position? 5 

 A. I am employed by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (Commission) 6 

as a Utility Specialist 2 in the Siting, Efficiency and Renewable Energy 7 

Division of the Commission’s Rates and Analysis Department.  My posi-8 

tion includes assigned duties by the Chairman of the Ohio Power Siting 9 

Board (Board) to investigate applications filed with the Board and assist in 10 

preparing reports on such investigations. 11 

 12 

3. Q. Please summarize your educational background. 13 

 A. I hold a Bachelor’s Degree from The Ohio State University in Business 14 

Administration.  Additionally, I received a Master’s Degree from Ashland 15 

University in Business Administration.    16 

 17 

4. Q. How long have you been employed by the Commission and in what capac-18 

ity? 19 

 A. I have been employed by the Commission since 1987.  I have worked on 20 

power siting activities since 2002.  I have developed analysis for over 50 21 

cases before the Ohio Power Siting Board (Board).  My responsibilities 22 



 

2 

typically include application review and the preparation of analysis for 1 

major utility facilities in Ohio.  I have been the lead analyst in more than 30 2 

applications, responsible for the preparation of staff reports and coordina-3 

tion of Staff review and field work for major utility facilities.   4 

 5 

5. Q.  Have you testified in prior proceedings before the Ohio Power Siting 6 

Board? 7 

 A. Yes.  I testified in Buckeye Wind LLC, Case No. 08-666-EL-BGN. 8 

 9 

6. Q. What is the subject matter of the present case? 10 

 A.  In Case No. 14-1557-EL-BGA, the Applicant proposes to amend its Certif-11 

icate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need issued in Case No. 12 

13-1177-EL-BGN, known as the Scioto Ridge Wind Farm, by relocating 13 

and adding facility components.       14 

 15 

7. Q. What is the purpose of your testimony in this proceeding? 16 

 A. I am sponsoring the Staff Report of Investigation (Staff Report) that was 17 

filed in the docket of this case on September 4, 2015.  I was the Staff pro-18 

ject lead on this case, and managed the Staff investigation and preparation 19 

of the Staff Report.  Consistent with the Board’s September 9, 2015 Entry, 20 

my testimony addresses the relocated and new facilities that the Board 21 
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identified to be within the scope of the issues that can be addressed in the 1 

hearing of this matter.   2 

  Specifically, Staff notes that the Applicant proposes to relocate five turbine 3 

sites in addition to the relocation and addition of non-turbine associated 4 

facilities.  Staff stated within the Staff Report that these proposals introduce 5 

substantial changes in the location of these portions of the facility.  6 

   7 

8. Q. Do you have any changes or corrections to make to the Staff Report of 8 

Investigation? 9 

 A. No.   10 

 11 

9.  Q. What is Staff’s general role in this case? 12 

A. Staff’s role in this case is to evaluate the project proposal and develop con-13 

ditions to minimize impacts to the proposed project site and surrounding 14 

landowners. 15 

 16 

10. Q. How did Staff perform the evaluation in this case? 17 

A. Staff reviewed the application, issued data requests to the Applicant to 18 

gather and supplement project information, as needed.  Staff also made 19 

multiple visits to the project site. 20 
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 Following its evaluation in this case, Staff prepared the aforementioned 1 

Staff Report for the Board, stating the facts necessary for the Board to make 2 

its determination on whether to approve the Applicant’s application. 3 

 4 

11. Q. Within the Staff Report, Staff references 13 access road shifts and 7 new 5 

collection lines.   Did the Applicant agree with Staff’s calculation of the 6 

number of access road shifts and new collection lines being proposed for 7 

this case?  8 

 A. Yes, the application states there would be 10 access roads road shifts and 6 9 

new collection lines.  However, based on Staff’s GIS data review and other 10 

supplemental information provided by the Applicant, Staff correctly calcu-11 

lated there would be 13 access road shifts and 7 new collection lines.  The 12 

Applicant agreed with Staff’s calculation of the number of access road 13 

shifts and new collection lines being proposed for this case.    14 

 15 

12. Q. You mentioned conditions.  What are these? 16 

A. Staff develops and recommends conditions designed to minimize various 17 

impacts and disruptions to the project area and to surrounding landowners.  18 

The conditions establish a cooperative framework that promotes good com-19 

munications among the applicant, landowners, local governmental authori-20 

ties, and the Staff to address issues that may arise during all phases of the 21 

project. 22 
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13. Q. As a result of its evaluation, what did the Staff conclude in this case? 1 

 A. Staff believes that the conditions approved by the Board in Case No. 13-2 

1177 as part of Hardin Wind’s certificate are adequate to address and to 3 

mitigate reasonably anticipated impacts of this amendment.  Staff therefore 4 

recommends approval by the Board. 5 

 6 

14. Q. Does this conclude your testimony? 7 

 A. Yes, it does.  However, I reserve the right to submit supplemental testi-8 

mony as described herein, as new information subsequently becomes avail-9 

able or in response to positions taken by other parties. 10 
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