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Please state your name, employer and business address.
My name is Timothy W. Benedict. | am employed by the Public Utilities

Commission of Ohio, 180 E. Broad St, Columbus, OH 43215.

What is you current position at the Commission?

| am a Utility Specialist in the Forecasting, Markets & Corporate Oversight
Division of the Rates & Analysis Department. My responsibilities include
economic analysis of wholesale and competitive markets, demand
forecasting and resource planning. | have also been continuously involved

in Staff’s review of various grid modernization “smart grid” initiatives.

Please summarize your educational background and work experience.

| received a B.A. in Economics from the University of Vermont and an
M.A. in Economics from Cleveland State University. | have been
employed by TrustCo Bank in Glenville, NY and AmTrust Bank in
Cleveland, OH prior to joining the Staff of the Commission in December of

2009.

What is the purpose of your testimony?
My testimony recommends that the Commission order Ohio Edison
Company, The Cleveland Electric Illuminating Company, and The Toledo

Edison Company (the Companies) to file a business case that seeks to
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expand their existing smart grid program and that the Commission
authorize a non-bypassable rider for the Companies, initially set at zero, for

the purpose of recovery of costs associated with the expanded program.

What is your understanding of the Companies’ existing Ohio smart grid
deployment?

The Companies committed to pursue federal funds for smart grid
investments as part of the Electric Security Plan (ESP) stipulation in Case
No. 08-936-EL-SSO. The Companies received approval from the
Department of Energy for their Smart Grid Modernization Initiative and
began installation of approximately 5,000 meters in early 2011. A
Consumer Behavioral Study commenced in the summer of 2012, which
was designed to study customer responses to different combinations of
pricing programs and in-home technologies. Phase 2 of the smart grid
program, which sought to expand the initial test phase to approximately
44,000 customers, was approved by the Commission in May 2013 in Case

No. 09-1820-EL-ATA.

What do you consider to be the proper scope for further deployment?
In a general sense, the Companies should file a business case for future
implementation of a broad spectrum of smart grid technologies, inclusive of

advanced metering infrastructure (AMI), distribution automation circuit
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reconfiguration (DACR), and volt/var optimization (VVO), to the extent
that these investments are cost effective. However, Staff is not being
prescriptive at this time regarding the proper scope of any further
deployment of smart grid technologies. The intention is that the
Companies’ business case analysis will drive discussion in a subsequent
proceeding as to the extent of investment that can be justified and that such
analysis is cost effective at this time. Staff believes that the Commission
should order the Companies to file such a business case within 6 months

after a finding and order has been issued in this proceeding.

Does this conclude your testimony?
Yes, it does. However, | reserve the right to submit supplemental
testimony as described herein, as new information becomes available or in

response to positions taken by other parties.
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