
Dear Sir: 

I am writing to you today in regards to the Gable Substation project that AEP is planning in 

Jefferson County Ohio, which is located across the road from where I live. 

\ wilJ be sending letters every day in hope that someone of importance wiil read and listen. 

This substation proposal has two sites documented and neither site is perfect as written in the 

OPSB report. The difference seems to be in cost - an estimated $200 thousand dollars more at 

the alternate site, which could go down. In comparison, the preferred site will need extreme 

changes to the sloped landscape and will affect 22 families that live within 1000 feet. The 

alternate site affects 1 family and the landscape is flat and more suitable to the construction of 

a substation. 

My husband and 1 would be willing to purchase the preferred site so AEP can regroup monies 

already spent towards this project. In knowing that AEP will generate large capital from the gas 

and oil plants it will supply in Cadiz and Carrolton with this substation, the difference in cost 

should be regained in a short time. 

Attached is a copy of the letters sent on my family's behalf to the OPSB. Please take a moment 
to read, if for nothing else... i f s a good read. 

Thank you for your time. 

Margaret Otto 

2167 County Highway 15 

Rayland, OH 43943 

740-733-8529 
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Ohio Siting Board 

180 E. Broad Street 

Columbus, OH 43215 

To whom It may concern: 

My name Is Margaret Otto and I live at 2167 Cty Hwy 15, Rayland, OH. 1 am writing in concern with the 
Gable Substation case number 14-1280-EL-BSB. I am the person that resides across the street from the 
preferred sight of this substation. 

35 years ago when we got married, my husband and I searched everywhere for a small farm we could 

call our own. Both of us were raised in town with city lights and at! the busyness that comes with it. 

While we were in pursuit we came across this farm on Cty Hvi/y 15. We were taken by the charm and 

beautiful views as well as tiie back woods that were untouched by coat mining. This was important to 

us. The house was in need of repair and tender loving care. No problem because we knew we were 

going to stay here for the duration! No starter home for sure. 

In time we had two children and two of everything else from ducks to geese, to rabbits and goats. My 

husband purchased cows ̂ r our first anniversary. One of which he milked two times a day for three 

years before and after work. You grow attached to the land and its surroundings with farming, We cat! 

this living the dream I Weare here for the long ride. 

Our children learned a lot living on the farm, how to raise animals, grow their own food, and never any 

regrets. We didn't take expensive trips/vacations. Our money went into our house but we didn't mind 

because we were building our future here and we wanted to have our homestead as nice as possible 

and be ready to sail into retirement wNch my husband did 2 years ago. 

We tried to purchase the proposed property from Kara Bright at our kitchen table a year before he 

passed away but he told us that even if he wanted to sell any property he couldn't because it was ail tied 

up in the Brightway Center. That suited our ideals that it could never be developed for anything other 

than the Bightway Center 

1 can't express how devastating this substation will be on my everyday life. I'm sure AEP tried to 

purchase other parcels of land and were turned away at any price because not many landowners want a 

Substation on their property. Seems terrible to me that a foundation like Brightway Center would think 

it's ok to do this to their neighbors for capita! gain. Mr. Melvin Letusick that owns the adjacent property 

would not sell his property for any price. We care about our families and our land! 

Both of the proposed sites have their short comings. Pages 18 and 19 in your report confirm that. If you 

lived here you could realize how dangerous the turn in the road that we live on is. 45 miles an hour, 8 

months of construction is a bad combination. We have 2 driveway entries because of the danger of the 



turn. There have been numerous wrecks on this turn. Also, the fact that it would be built on a steep hill 

is a big concern for us. The amount of water that comes onto our property right now is large when it 

storms. These proposed holding ponds may not do the job. 

It says on page 19 that this sight has been "analyzed" by staff but staff has never sat on my deck or in 

our 2 car garage,{NOT A SHED) or my family room and "analyzed" the viewl AH we see is the beautiful 

field in question from these vantage points! Please try to understand our situation and desperate need 

to stop this decision for the preferred site. 

!n closure I understand AEP's need to improve power to Cadiz and Carrolton gas and oil plants but why 

does it have to tie at our expense? We care about the land and where we iive. 

The alternate site doesn't have the numbers of people that the preferred site has. 21 families will be 

affected at the preferred site. The alternate site has been coal mined in the past which suggests that 

large equipment has navigated the road in question. It doesn't have the traffic problem as well. It is 

owned by a private owner who understands the decision to sell means power station is on its way. The 

one family to be affected has not attended any of th^ meetings to show support one way or another. I 

hope you will consider the alternate site. Thank you for your time in this matter. 



The Ohio Power Siting Board 

180 East Broad Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

To Whom It May Concern; 

I am writing in regards to Case Number 14-1280-EL-BSB, Gable Substation Project, Jefferson 

County. 

1 grew up across the street from the Preferred Site location of the Gable Substation, which is 

where my parents, William and Margaret Otto, still live. 1 ui^e you to put yourself in the shoes 

of the people this wiil affect, not only my parent's farm, but many others surrounding this 

location. Would you like to put your very hard earned money and love into a land for thirty-five 

years to create a sanctuary where you can enjoy your retirement and someone build a large 

substation next to it? Would you like to hear the hum of power fines and see a substation while 

sitting on your deck that once looked at a beautiful, serene field? How would you fee! to know 

that at! you have worked to build for you and your family is going to be tarnished? I feel so 

badly for my parents and their neighbors because that may be their reality If the Preferred Site 

is built on. 

The only reason the land for that site was able to be purchased is because a business, not 

another homeowner, sold it to make a large profit. The people isehind the sale do NOT live 

anywhere near the substation let alone next to it, and their home and family are NOT affected 

by anything done to the land. A family who chose to live in the country and be surrounded by 

the beauty and nature of the land would not sell it to build a sulsstation so close to their home. 

In the Staff Report of Investigation, page 18 discussing site selection, states several 

shortcomings in the study. The most important to me states, "the Applicant fails to state 

predseiy why the Preferred Site Is more suitable than the Alternate, merely stating that the 

residents nearer to one site tend to prefer the other." According to the Overview Maps in the 

Staff Report of Investigation, 21 residences live within 1,000 feet of the Preferred Site and only 

1 residence is within 1,000 feet of the Alternative site. Clearly, there are more people affected 

by the Preferred Site. 

Another shortcoming states, "the Preferred Site is actually more severely sloped than the 

Alternate Site." This one is especially concerning to my family because it is sloped into my 

parents land. The runoff will flow into their field, next to their house. Also in the Staff Report of 

Investigation, page 12, paragraph 7, it states, "the access for the Preferred Site is located across 

the street from a storage shed and barn..." While the barn is there in the field where the runoff 

wiil flow, the "storage shed" is not a shed, it is a garage - a two story garage with living area on 

the top floor. The same paragraph also states, "There is a residence north of this shed and barn 

that would not likely benefit from the screening that the existing topography would otherwise 

1 



offer." I feel, like my parents do, that it is not something that you want next to your house 

whether or not the "staff recommends the Applicant incorporate screening for this residence 

into an aesthetic impact mitigation plan for the entire site." I do not feel that trees will be able 

to fully block the negative aesthetic impact of the substation, and especially not in a timely 

fashion. 

While the substation will destroy the aesthetic beauty of the field, it will create noise and light 

pollution that people who chose to live in rural areas are trying to escape, and an 

electromagnetic field overhead. 1 did read that the amount of electromagnetic energy is small, 

but any amount is more than what is there now. 

I understand that both sites would greatly be affected, but many more Amities and their heirs 

will be impacted from the Preferred Site. Please continue to think about changing the location 

of the substation to the Alternate Site. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Abbey (Otto) Wilson 
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