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Nicholas Walstra Case No. 15-508-RR-UNC 
PUCO 
180 East Broad St. 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

This letter is about opposition to the proposed R.R. Crossing TRI 704 Esterly Drive. 
Case No. 15-508 RR-UNC requested by Norfolk Southern Railway Co. 

My name is Ted Ossoff, Jr. I am the owner and operator of Valley Golf Course located 
about 500 yards from the R.R. Crossing. Esterly Drive crossing the R.R. is a route 
traveled by my customers to reach the golf course. 

I am opposed to the closing of the R.R. Crossing / TR1704 and I believe the following 
reasons will support keeping the crossing open. 

First: Our elected Township Trustees voted not in favor of closing the crossing 
as a safety concern for diverted traffic, and motorists presently using St. 
Rt. 344. 

Second: Closing the crossing would divert traffic to one intersection S.R. 344 and 
Esterly Dr. This is a major safety concern. This intersection is a curve 
on a curve. Only one entrance onto Esterly Dr. for motorists. I believe 
The integrity of this intersection is in question now. Imagine what 
increased traffic at the intersection may expose everyday motorists as well 
as my customers to hundreds of trucks carrying 80 ton loads, turning at a 
curve on a curve appears to be an increased risk to me. I am sure you are 
going to hear that ODOT has stated the St.Rt. 344 and Esterly Dr. 
intersection is safe. However I believe an observation of the intersection 
in the middle of January, temperature 13 degrees below, and observing 
only 1 truck does not justify a credible traffic study. I have had to back 
up at the intersection on Esterly Dr. when making a turn onto St. Rt. 344 
to avoid being hit by a turning truck. I have also had other motorists 
tell me that this happened to tiiem. I am concerned for the motorists safety 
who may have only one entrance and exit to Esterly Dr. 

Third: The proposed R.R. crossing closing, in my opinion, is for economic 

This is to certify that ths imacres appearing are an 
accurate and complete raproauction &t a case file 
document delivered in fclie regular course of business, 
Tecluiician ^TTNJ^ Date Procasaed f / ^ J - ^ / X ; « ; -



convenience for Norfolk Southern and Buckeye Transfer. The claim that 
the crossing is redundant is very questionable. Tell that to the motorists 
who use Esterly Dr. and the crossing because they feel safer than using 
the St.Rt. 344 and Esterly Dr. intersection. Why wasn't a proposal 
submitted over the past 35 years for closure? Local farmers. Valley Golf 
customers, R-Way Auto customers, local residents, general motorists, and 
Diebel Mfg. all use Esterly Dr. and the R.R. crossing. All of the in favor 
of the closing requests suggest that these motorists are not that important 
to have the right to use Esterly Dr. and the R.R. crossing. 

Fourth: The R.R. Crossing may be the highest ranked in safety 

Fifth: In case of a train explosion or hazardous spill an option to exit the area 
Is quickly eliminated 

Finally, Esterly Dr. is the 1̂* access road to BMC. Cherry Fork Rd. and Diebel 
Mfg. travelling west to east from St. Rt. 11/ 

In addition, I have submitted docimients that support my concerns for the safety of 
motorists. You will find the supporters for the closing base their opinion on economics 
and Chamber of Commerce business. The majority of those in favor seldom use St. Rt. 
344 and don't even know where Esterly Dr. is. Opponents are local 24 hour residents or 
constant users of the roads mentioned. 

If anyone would like to talk to me I am available at 941 350 4140. 

In closing I have one question: Is there a standard situation in which the personal safety 
of motorists is overshadowed by personal economic development? 

Ted Ossoff 
Owner, Valley Golf Club 
PGA Golf Professional 



PETITION OPPOSINGTHE CLOSING OF THE NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILROAD CROSSING ON 

ESTERLY DR. - FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP 

i, THE UNDERSIGNED OPPOSE THE CLOSING OFTHE NORFOLK SOUTHERN R.R. CROSSING ON 

ESTERLY DR. - FAIRFIELD TWP., BECAUSE IT WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT THE SAFETY OF ALL 

INDIVIDUALS THAT PRESENTLY USE THE ROAD, AND THE CLOSING WOULD NOT BENEFIT ALL 

RESIDENTS OF FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIPOR VISITORS. THE CLOSING WILL DIVERT ALL TRAFFIC TO 

A POTENTIALLY VERY DANGEROUS INTERSECTION, STATE ROUTE 344, CHERRY FORK RD. 

(ESTERLY DR.) 

THIS CLOSING WILL ENDANGER ALL MOTORISTS WHO PRESENTLY USE 
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2>>^/zi^, ^//r^/g </39^^7^/?^7y/^^ > ^ ^ / y 
JLC /̂ -;t̂ Ay f1py/m^/^^ :?j:s-/.\iAi>oQ^di 

I l i ^^ 
'3%MAF A: .̂f:r/?M 
5 1 tx '̂ M ./^/vt^ l.^>&.':^^y\ 
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543fg&&ŷ  pA(///CMy Y ^ ^ J ¥ ^ ^ ~ <i-yo7?.^{4-Al'._ C..Co^ZL^: 
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PETITiON OPPOSING THE CLOSING OF THE NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILROAD CROSSING ON 

ESTERLY DR. - FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP 

i, THE UNDERSIGNED AND AS A CUSTOMER OF VALLEY GOLF CLUB OPPOSE THE CLOSING OF 

THE NORFOLK SOUTHERN R.R. CROSSING ON ESTERLY DR. - FAIRFIELD TWP., BECAUSE IT 

WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT THE SAFETY OF ALL INDIVIDUALS THAT PRESENTLY USE THE ROAD. 

THE CLOSING WOULD NOT BENEFIT ALL RESIDENTS OF FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP OR VISITORS. 

WITH ALL THE ADDED TRUCK TRAFFIC THIS 4-STAGE MAJOR INDUSTRIAL PARK WILL BRING TO 

THIS DANGEROUS INTERSECTION, STATE ROUTE 344, CHERRY FORK RD. (ESTERLY DR.) I AS A 

CUSTOMER OF VALLEY GOLF CLUB, OBJECT TO BEING LEFT WITH NO OPTION BUT TO USE THIS 

INTERSECTION. 

1 

2. 

NAME PRINT NAME 

- £ l ^//yV^. ^^i^Gr,of\l 

ADDRESS 

\ ^yo y C f 

ULS:^ 
^^^A^ X%^-^ AWM 

*fi'H.'^' UCE. 

C ^ ^ / . . . . / ; r > ^ / ^ ^ ( ^ A y y r^ 

^ ^ 2 ^ 

3 - g ^ {y\<^/lAy^K!i^^ 

t-f^^ LWt'̂ ^-Cf^ 

KAV 

8. / ( A . 6 < ^ 
9 . ^ ^ y ^ 

10. i^^^^f^ 

^ 
r d < ^ ^ < ck 

/O Ly^Jlhut^LA<: 

' • I ^ n ^ i ^/^^^<: rX /? n rh tvr< 

11. /2.^wy^^.^.^-^vu Rju /̂̂ j) dmaYfî Aju 
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Township Trustee Journal No. 31 

The regular meeting of the Fairfield Township Trustees was held in the Government Center, 3062 
Pairfield School Road on April 17,2014,7:00 P.M. 

Chairman Hum opened the meeting leading the group in reciting The Lord's Prayer and The 
Pledge of Alle^ance. 

Trustees present: Mr. Robert W. Hum, Mr. Carl R. Garwood, and Mr. Barry A. Miner. 

Employees present: Melvin Miller 

Guests present: Jason Steigerwald - CESO Inc., Mark Brothers, Arless Webb, Dave Crandall, 
Terry McCoy, Jeff Stoy, Dan Bekar, Mathew Morell, J.T. Gorman, Paul Jeffers, Lee Stonebuinet, 
Maryann Ossoff, Lisa Wallace, Chuck Beiling, Mark Hutson, and Casey Talbot. 

Media present: Larry Shields, Salem News and Bruce Rogers - Western Reserve News 
Video grapher. 

Minutes of the regular meeting of April 3, 2014 were approved as circulated on motion of Mr. 
Garwood and seconded by Mr. Miner. Minutes stand approved as presented. 

Chairman Hum - we are going to do things in reverse tonight. Casey Talbot provided us with two 
(2) revised resolutions regarding the possible voluntary closure of the Esterly Drive rail grade 
crossing. There is additional money on the table for the closing of the Esterly Drive crossing. The 
second Resolution on page two (2) starts out at $27,500.00, the $15,000.00 and the $5,000.00. 
This one has some strings attached to it, correct, Casey? Yes, the ORDC has stipulated that it has 
to be used for some purpose relating to highway or rail safety and it has a matching component 
that NS would be paying you. Hum - this resolution has more money on the table than the other 
one? Casey - Yes, the second (2"") Resolution has $7500.00 more. 

Hum - to Trustees: Fellas, we need to decide which Resolution to put on the table. My 
suggestion would be this one, because it has more money and that only makes sense. Miner - my 
only question to Casey would be, the pre-approved highway safety project - what type of category 
would that fit into? Casey - regarding my history with Cathy Stout and her predecessor, Susan 
Kirkland with the ORDC, they will work with the township identifying a need the township ha&, 
such as painting roadways, signage, roadways themselves and things of that sort. Basically just 
have a constructive conversation with them and they will work with you. Other townships have 
been happy with that process and 1 have not seen a problem with it. Miner - the $7500.00 from 
Norfolk-Southern could be spent in the same regard? Casey - if you go with the second (2"'') 
proposal, that's what adds the $7500.00 to the Ohio Rail Development Commission as a matching 
component. Miner - so essentially, the $15,000.00 would be for a hi^way safety project? Casey -
yes sir. Hum ~ the trustees have agreed to put the second (2"*") Resolution on the table. Hum, also 
noted we normally do the public input at the end of our meetings, but I think that everyone that's 
here is here for the railroad crossing except for Jason Steigerwald of CESO. I don't want to turn 
this into another public hearing, but I want to give everyone an opportunity, like a minute or so, to 
say what you have to say. 

Hum -called on Jason Steigerwald of CESO, Inc. - Jason presented a RUMA project proposal for 
the Columbiana Pipeline. The Columbiana Gathering Line now goes to Teegarden. It coimects the 
Mellinger well to the Teegarden Gathering Une, right behind the Hartz pad. The roads included in 
this RUMA are Beeson Mill Road up to the Mellinger well and Crestview Road over to the Hartz 
well site. There is 500' of 6" pipe and 5000' of 8" pipe. There are no road crossings and only one 
(1) bore on that line. Hum requested Road Supervisor Miller look at the map and noted that 
Trustee Miner indicated this RUMA is pretty much the same as our other RUMAs... I believe the 
last time Access Midstream was here was for the Hartz well site itself off Crestview Road. So 
essentially they will be utilizing the same portions of Crestview and Beeson Mill Roads again. 
These two roads have been strengthened and reconstructed because of the wells. Crestview was 
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paved and Beeson Mill had the stone built up and chip-sealed. Jason - we video-taped the roads 
about two weeks ago, so we know what the condition of the road is now and if there is any 
damage we can repair if. Hum - normally what we have done in the past, you drop off the RUMA 
and everybody has a chance to review the information and you come back the following meeting. 
But, Miner, if you are comfortable with this RUMA, that's okay? Miner - I'm comfortable and 
also. County Engineer Bert Dawson has signed off on this RUMA. 

Trustee Garwood moved to adopt the following Resolution #2014-44. 

A KESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF THE ROAD USE AISD 
MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT (AS PREPARED) BETWEEN FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP 

and CARDINAL GAS SERVICES, LLC REGARDING PORTIONS OF TOWNSHIP 
ROADS (TR790) BEESON MILL ROAD and (TRSS?) CRESTVIEW ROAD 

WHEREAS, Cardinal Gas Services, LLC, 7235 Whipple Ave., NW, North Canton, 
OH 44720, the Operator of certain oil and gas leaseholds, and intends to develop 
and operate the (Columbiana Gathering Line, Mellinger to Teegarden): and 

WHEREAS, Cardinal Gas Services LLC has prepared and presented a Road Use 
and Maintenance Agreement (RUMA) for 0.69 miles of TR790 (Beeson Mill 
Road) and 0.40 miles of TR857 (Crestview Road) for consideration by the Fairfield 
Township Trustees; now 

THEREFORE LET IT BE, the Trustees of Fairfield Township, Columbiana 
County OH, do hereby approve the Road Use and Maintenance Agreement (as 
prepared and presented) for portions of TR790 (Beeson Mill Road) and TR857 
(Crestview Road); and 

FURTHER, this Road Use Maintenance Agreement is between Fairfield 
Township, 3062 Fairfield School Road, Columbiana OH 44408 and Cardinal Gas 
Services, LLC, of 7235 Whipple Ave. NW, North Canton OH 44720; and 

FURTHER, an attachment to this Resolution is a copy of the Road Use and 
Maintenance Agreement between Township and Operator for TR790 Beeson Mill 
Road and TR857 Crestview Road and is referred to as Attachment #1. 

Trustee Miner seconded and the roll being called: 
Mr. Hum, Yea; Mr. Garwood, Yea; and Mr. Miner, Yea. 
Adopted, April 17,2014 

PUBLIC COMMENTS PRIOR TO VOTING ON THE PROPOSED CLOSING OF ESTERLY 
RAIL GRADE CROSSING 

Chairman Hum - I'm going to just go down the listing of persons who have signed in tonight. If 
you want to. vou can make a brief comment as to your position concerning the tentative closing oi 
the Esterly Drive rail grade crossing. 

MARK BROTHERS' Since the "public hearing" - our facility is in Columbiana and we are at the 
end of the railroad in terms of deliveries out of Canton OH. We have had a dozen outages because 
of the railroads inability to be able to service our site. There was one (1) time they didn't deliver to 
uS for a whole week. We screamed loud enough that Norfolk & Southern sent in people from 
Ravenna Corporate office and we had a very nice meeting with them. The bottom line is - that 
when I built that site twenty (20 years ago, there was approximately 65 to 70 trains a day running 
through there, but now there is closer to 130 trains a day. Because of the additional traffic, it puts 
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a restriction on the amount of time that is available for what they call - local deliveries. This 
project I am for because this will allow the Stoneburner site to be delivered with uni-trains. They 
can bring in 100 cars, drop off and go and that will free up delivery time on the track for the rest ol 
us that are getting deliveries. There was twice that we had to shut down, because we ran out oi 
material. Hum-that 's what you mean by "outages?" Brothers - Yes. 

ARLESS WEBB - nothing. 

DAVE CRANDALL - "Thank You" for the opportunity to say just a couple words. Vm from 
Fairmount Minerals and we are an international and company and we are based in Geauga County 
outside of Cleveland. We have mines in Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota, and Ohio and we ship a 
lot of product to this terminal. Let me give you an example that we practice what we preach, t^st 
year we planted 65,000 trees, we donated $3,000,000.00 back to our community, every year we 
give every single employee 40 hrs. of paid-time off so that employee can go donate time to a 
charity of their choice. Last year we donated 9,000 hours of people time. That tells you a little bit 
about who we are. Why is this important to us? Let me tell you a little bit about the sand. This year 
we will be selling over a billion dollars of "frack sand." It can be moved by rail or barge, but we 
move it here by rail. You can do one of two ways - you can do it by manifest shipping -which 
means a train of less than 100 cars or you can do TOO cars at a time. When yon do manifest 
shipping, the cars move 40, 50, or whatever along the track on their way to the destination. This 
takes longer to gel there because it causes more switching by the railroad. By having a uni-train 
capability here in this town we can get our product to our terminal here and we can do it more 
efficiently, more cost effective and it allows us to cut down on the number of rail cars we have to 
use, because the turn is a lot quicker than when you use the manifest shipping. Using uni-trains 
saves a lot. "Thank You. 

TERRY McCOY - I'm here representing the Columbiana Area Chamber of Commerce. We have 
been in favor of this project since day one. We support the railroad closing because of the uni-
train. The uni-train is what this community needs. Just like it affects my brothers's company, it 
affects other people along that line, so it's beneficial to a number of people to have a uni-train 
come in and we can't get the uni-train unless we close the crossing. The Chamber is in support ol 
this project and of closing the crossing. 

J E F F STOY-no comment. 

DAN BEKAR - Attended as an observer. 

MATHEW MORELL - I'm here representmg Zarbana Industries. I work right there near the 
crossing and I support closing the crossing. I actually live in the area, as well. 

/ . T. GORMAN ' Thank You for your time. I'm employed at Buckeye Realty Transfer. This 
company has given me a job, as well as, a lot of other co-workers. We're here of support to what 
they are looking to do. I appreciate your time and "Thank You. 

PAUL JEFFERS - I'm representing the Industrial Development Manager for the State of Ohio 
for Norfolk and Southern Railway. I'm here in support of closing the crossing. 

LEE STONEBURNER - I want to "thank you" all for your time. It has been a long road trying to 
get to this point and I would appreciate your vote. "Thank You. 

MARYANN OSSOFF - ^Well I'm here again, as I have been at every meeting this whole winter. I 
giiesst'm a little bit confiised. We've never been against anythmg Buckeye was wanting to do. 
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As Lisa (Wallace) has said - we're nei^bors. They're going to be there and we're going to be 
there. We've always tried to be neighborly and we've never had an issue with what Buckeye has 
wanted to do. We wish them all the luck in achieving their goals. I guess what I still don't 
understand and have been trying to find out is - if there is a uni-train - why does the railroad 
crossing have to be closed? Mr. Talbot says because of safety reasons. We see the safety concerns 
in the intersection (SR344 & Esterly Drive). Now if Mr. Stoneburner realizes his potential of 
building a four-stage Industrial Park, that's a heck of a lot of traffic for one intersection. That is 
our concern, not the uni-train. If it's in our front yard, I'm willing to live with that. I can adjust, 
but what I can't adjust to is the amoxml of people who don't even realize how they are going to be 
affected when that railroad crossing gets closed, if there is not something substantial done to that 
intersection. That's my concern. Go for it, building the uni-train, but do something about the other 
concerns. Mr, Talbot says they can close that crossing, because there is an alternate entry. Yes, but 
do these people talk to the people that are going to be affected by that and those are the people that 
I've talked to. "Thank You." 

LISA WALLACE - 1 just want to "Thank" the trustees for your time and consideration over these 
last several months. I want to "Thank" the representative of Fairmount Minerals who came to 
support us, Casey (Talbot) who has been with us for months, the Columbiana Area Chamber of 
Commerce who has been supportive, and also Maryann (Ossoff) because she stuck to it and has 
been here doing what she thinks is the right thing to do and that's why it is the country that it is. 
As far as the development, I think it has been explained that N S cannot service us if the crossing 
is open. It's not an option. The only way we can build and grow is to get the crossing closed. 

iimJQCKBEUJNG - ,The way this is on the books right now and the way you propose it, there is 
orUy 2 options. One deals with more money than the other. They both deal with closing the 
Crossing. Isn't there a third one - Let's leave it open. Isn't that an option, yet? Hum - what's the 
:third (3'**) one? Beiling - That's what I'm saying, let's leave it open. I personally think it should 
.'be voted two (2) ways. If you're going to vote to close it, then close it. Then there has to be a 
/contingency in there where they have to put in a satisfactory, adequate truck traffic entrance. 
: Whether it comes off of SR14 and they build up the road. If the intersection can't handle it off 
:SR344, which there is a possibility that it could be designed to handle it, then there has to be some 
way to alleviate all the pressures that's going to come from the truckers. So, right now, it is my 

.; understanding the trucks come across the railroad crossing and go into the businesses. If you close 
/where are the 700+ trucks a day going to come and go? Are they going to come in off SR344? If 
they do that, you have 3 or 4 businesses right there and it's not the most desirable intersection 
because it is on a UtUe bit of an angle. It can be revamped but, I think it should be voted, "That if 
we close the railroad crossing, then it has to be tied into them (Buckeye) building a separate 
entrance for the truck traffic into the businesses they have." Chesapeake, for example, has had to 
rebuild township roads in our county and some in our township, also. Bob Durbin (Chief Deputy 
Engineer - Columbiana County OH) approves these and they could probably build an entrance in 
off SR14. It might not be the most convenient and aiso, in the Conditional Use Permit, it is my 
understanding, that you have to follow a certain guideline in that "Conditional Use" and we don't 
want to bother with that either. So, my thought is, vote it both ways. If you're going to close it, 
then they've got to put in an entrance to control the traffic or if you're going to leave it open, then 
the traffic can still come across the tracks. Thank You. 

MARK HUTSON - There was a published "Letter to the Editor" from Mr. Ossoff and I just want 
to make a couple of things clear with that letter. We've been here more than several times and the 
proposal that is before the Trustees is for the voluntarf closure of a grade crossink. (This is not 
an involuntary closure of a rail grade crossing.) Last December, 2013 there was a public hearing 
regarding voluntary closure of the Esteriy Drive rail grade crossing and everybody that spoke was 
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speaking towards the intersection - you need to upgrade that intersection, (the east intersection ol 
SR344 and Esterly Drive). That evening, other than Cathy Stout of the ORDC, no one rarely spoke 
to the closure of the grade crossing. These two (2) projects go hand-in-hand, there is no doubt. At 
the first mention of closing the grade crossing, over a year ago, is when we first started talking 
about upgrading the intersection. Mr. Miner is well aware of that, he spearheaded the upgrades. 
Now, there are those that feel there is additional work that needs to be done to the intersection. 
Don't forget there has already been a project out there. A project that was funded through the jobs 
created by my client. Buckeye Transfer and for the additional jobs that can be created. That's what 
has paid for the upgrades to the intersection, thus far. ODOT does not see the need for any further 
upgrades to that intersection. Again, I think that is something that everyone needs to consider. 
When you start talking about dangerous intersections, nobody has talked about the grade crossing, 
again except ORDC, Cathy Stout. Her job is close rail crossings that are unnecessary and possibly 
poses a safety hazard. I think the rail grade ciossing is a much more potentially dangerous 
situation than the intersection. I believe the closure of this grade crossing will actually benefit the 
township, not hurt it. Yes, it will benefit my client, who will help bring other business. I would 
like to encourage the Board of Trustees to vote in favor of the rail grade crossing closure. 

CASEY TALBOT - "THANK YOU" - Mr. Hum, Mr. Garwood, and Mr. Miner. I had the 
opportunity to rehash the ORDC's position regarding the grade crossing from a safety perspective. 
They feel the grade crossing should be closed to eliminate the opportunity for a car and train to 
intersect and divert the traffic to the overpass. There were about 20 to 25 people that spoke at the 
public hearing and there was approximately half that was in support of closure. The other half 
expressed some concerns. There was only one (1) that truly opposed closure and that a gentleman 
named, Drew Deibel. He noted that closing would negatively affect the ability to ingress and 
egress his property. Following that meeting, we were charged with several things that the 
township wanted and needed to see. One was to confirm Norfolk & Southern's position and we 
did that on two (2) fronts. 

First, from a rail safety perspective we whole heartedly agree that this crossing needs to be closed. 
Secondly, on an economic development front - we can't provide uni-train service to Buckeye 
Transfer without closure. From an efficiency, operational, and safety aspect we just can't do it. 
We'll service the facility, we've done it in the past and we'll service them in the ftiture. 
But for Buckeye Transfer to be competitive in this marketplace, the uni-tiain is critical to their 
future. 

Secondly, we also, were charged with the Deibel situation. We had a real constructive 
conversation with him and he was very forthcoming about what his concerns were and we worked 
through it with him. The short of it is, we entered into an agreement with him that in the event of 
voluntary closure we're going to contribute towards improvements of his facility. In light of that, 
Mr. Deibel withdrew his opposition to the closing. 

The third thing was trying to facilitate some discussions regarding the intersection. A brief history 
- this intersection was not designed for track traffic way back in its day. The township did secure 
some grants - about $280,000.00 toward improving the SR 344 and Esteriy Drive roadway 
intersection. We were asked if we could do something more. So what we did was facilitated a 
conversation with ODOT and got them out here. There were three (3) positives. 

1. They believe it is fine, as is. 
2. They believe it is functioning as designed. 
3. In the future, if there are things they need to take a different look at, they will do it. 

We didn't just stop with ODOT; we facilitated constructive discussions with ORDC to see if we 
couldn't do something a littie better with the intersection. Through discussion with the ORDC, 
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through Cathy Stout's office, they will commit to paying an additional $58,000.00, if we put 
together the voluntary closure of the crossing. This is the estimate to improve the intersection. 
This the ORDC's commitment. 

Lastly, we are in support of closing the rail grade crossing on Esteriy Drive for two (2) reasons. 
1. Safety. 
2. Economic Development. 

My last comment - I'm not sure to whom the recent article published in the paper was directed 
toward, but it was very disappointing to read. I feel our conversations have been very constructive. 

TRUSTEE BARRY MINER COMMENTS: 

A lot has been said this evening, but from the perspective of a Township Trustee: We had a public 
hearing on December 12, 2013 and we had very solid comments from both sides of the issue. The 
comments that most concerned me and the board was the intersection, so what did we do with 
that? The ORDC has stated many times that it is a redundant crossing and we'd like to see it 
closed. So with that information, the ORDC stepped up to the plate and are willing to contribute 
$58,000.00 to widen the intersection. We worked with the County Engineer's office, who agrees 
with the pavement that is out there. With the pavement widths today- there is 127' apron to apron 
at the beginning of the throat of the entrance. Today there is 24' in an area of hard surface. There 
is also, an area that is 26' of hard surface and an area that is 24' on dovm to the second drive at 
Specialty Ceramics. With the additional widening we were at 12' of pavement. One area of hard 
surface will be at 36' of pavement, along with an 8' berm. So from today's conditions we will go 
from 24' to 44' in that intersection. Site distance from Columbiana to that intersection is at 1,136'. 
Site distance from the railroad overpass to the intersection is at 981'. ODOT's criteria for an 
intersection is 400 feet site distance. So that criteria is met. 

Through this process we have worked diligently as a Board. As we have stated, we have not made 
hasty decisions. This process has taken VA years. We've worked with Jobs & Commerce, Jobs 
Ohio, OMEGA, Norfolk & Southern, and the Ohio Rail Development Commission, ff you look at, 
in comparison, Columbiana Industrial Park on SR14 - over 10,000 cars a day travel that road. I 
measured that intersection where R & L Transfer goes in and out. That intersection, throat width, 
is 134' and the pavement width is 36'. We will be 36' plus 8' of berm. So, we match or exceed the 
Columbiana Industrial Park, that services R & L Trucking which is a 24/7 operation. So, we have 
done a lot of work with this process. Miner to Maryann, I applaud your efforts. You brought light 
to an issue that we have sat back, pondered it, adjusted it, and improved it. I "thank you" for that. 
Beiling - how wide will the road be after you make these changes? Barry - that road is 22' - 4" 
wide - hard surface. Beiling - how wide will that be when you get done? Miner - that will not 
change. That roadway used to be SR344 and was designed back in the 1960's. The road today is 
22' - 4" wide with a foot berm on either side and that roadway will not change. Beiling - that will 
need to be addressed at some time, it needs to be widened. I think it is too narrow, personally. Is 
there 100 trucks a day coming in there? Barry - I think the truck traffic will fluctuate. The truck 
traffic will be on a 24-hour cyclical tune frame. If you would take, for example, SR558, it is a 
legal highway but, it is narrower than 22' - 4", I can guarantee it and that is a first class road. I've 
spent 33 years in the transportation business and I have little bit of knowledge of how things work. 
SR 344 and Esteriy Drive is not on the list of the DSRT pisti-jct Safety Review Team), it is not 
even close. There are two (2) intersections in this township that are on that list - the intersection of 
SR 7 & Heck Road and also, the intersection of SR164 & SR558. Those are the two intersections 
that are dangerous in this township. 
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TRUSTEE HUM COMMENTS: 

It's been 17 or 18 months since we were first here. I just never expected this to be such a difficult 
decision. How simple can it be to just close a railroad crossing? But then we started dealing with 
for lack of a better description, the unexpected consequences. I need to "Thank You" Casey, 
because you solved Mr. Deibel's problem. I've spoken, with him several times and he is pleased 
that we would talk to him and help him out. I don't golf and I don't have any personal or business 
relationships with anyone out in that part of the tovmship. But, I feel like I've been living there for 
the past year. I'm surprised the Highway Patrol hasn't come up behind me when I'm parked up or 
SRI 1 looking over your project. I've been in Envelope One's parking lot, I'm in the used car 
parking lot, the Ceramic parking lot, and I'm sitting in Maryarm's parking lot, and I'm down 
underneath the bridge just watching the, coming and going. Sometimes there is a lot of trucks, 
other times there is just one or two. The ones from the square seem to come down next to the old 
furniture plant and the ones from SRl l seem to go across the tracks. Most of Urbana's traffic 
seems to go across the tracks. I've seen so many other different companies going in and out. I said 
this at the very beginning, you folks have a very nice project and I firmly believe that. I also, 
firmly belierve that with the oil & gas, this is just the tip of the iceberg. It's probably hard to 
imagine what will be five years from now and ten years from now. We're clueless. I've got fiiends 
in Washington, PA and I've seen what has gone on over there at that development and if that 
could potentially go on in this area, once they find the "sweet spot," this area is just going to 
boom. Our kids are going to appreciate what's happening here. This is good. When I first starting 
sitting up on SRl l , I thought, if we could just get an exit off SRl l , that would be great. I don't 
understand when you (Beiling) made that comment about Old 14? Beiling - where Beeson Mill 
comes in off Old 14 there at the sandbanks. Hum - 1 had this hair -brained idea that down in the 
flat lands, that would be great - just shoot right across there, but you would still have to cross the 
tracks. There is no way to get to this place that is basically south of the tracks. You've got to make 
sure you are north of the tracks and that's where Esterly Drive is. You have to be north of SR344 
We spoke about Envelope One & their .03 piece of acreage. It's kind of over in the comer there 
where the stop sign is and it doesn't impede too much of the rest of the property. 

What you are asking us to do: We've got three (3) roads right now - 1) Cherry Fork comes in 
from the back and that's not suitable for truck traffic. I'm not sure a fire truck could go across 
that bridge, because of the weight. Miner - it will hold the weight. 2) Esterly Drive we've got 
trucks going across the tracks. 3) Esterly Drive - off SR344 we have trucks coming that way. 
Those two (2) exits and entiances will handle commercial trucking and what we're being asked to 
do is reduce it to one exit & entrance. I think that is really the question. There has been 
improvements made to that intersection. I'm impressed with what Barry was able to do with 
getting the grant money. For some reason I thought it would just be bigger. 

We've been looking at the drawing with the additional information that Norfolk & Southern and 
the Rail Commission have been able to partner up and offer. But, we're still taking two (2) 
entrances and two (2) exits and we're shoving it all into one and I don't want to be here five (5) 
years from now with issues that pop up. I've been thinking about this for a long time. So now is 
the time to vote: 

Trustee Miner moved the adoption of the following: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-45 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAJL OF THE OHIO RAIL 

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (ORDC) AND NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY 
COMPANY (NS) FOR THE CLOSURE OF A PUBLIC GRADE CROSSING ON 

ESTERLY DRIVE, TR1705 
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To provide consent for the permanent closure to vehicular and pedestrian traffic of a 
public grade crossing as recommended by the Ohio Rail Development Commission 
(ORDC), and Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NS). 

WHEREAS, a proposal has been made to modify Esterly Drive, TR1705, DOT #502 
903Y by prohibiting through vehicular and pedestrian traffic over the at-grade, NS 
crossing thereby benefitting the safety of the traveling public; and 

WHEREAS, if vehicular and pedestrian traffic at the grade crossing is discontinued, the 
Board of Trustees of Fairfield Township, Columbiana County, Ohio, and ORDC have 
agreed to arrange for the accommodation, funding, and installation of improvements to 
the Fairfield Township highway system; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Fairfield Township agrees with the foregoing and 
desires to provide its consent to permit permanent closure of the aforementioned public 
grade crossing subject to the terms and conditions set forth herein; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal has been submitted to the Board of Trustees of Fairfield 
Township and the Board of Tmstees of Fairfield Township finds the proposal to be in the 
best interest of the community in that it will enhance the safety of the traveling public; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by tiie Board of Trustees of Fairfield 
Township, Columbiana County, as follows 

Section 1. The Board of Trustees of Fairfield Township hereby authorize and 
approve the modification of Esterly Drive, by barricading and prohibiting vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic across the at-grade railroad crossing traversing the street. 

Section 2. The Board of Trustees of Fairfield Township hereby accept the 
following incentive offer of the ORDC and NS in exchange for the permanent 
closure of the Esterly Drive crossing; 

• $27,500.00 from NS that may be used by tiie Board Trustees of Fairfield 
Township for any purpose; and 

• $15,000.00 being $7,500.00 from NS and $7,500.00 from ORDC, that may be 
used for a pre-approved highway safety project; and 

• Up to $5,000.00 reimbursement the Board of Trustees of Fairfield Township for 
the actual cost of barricades and pavement removal; and 

• Roadway modification at the intersection of SR 344 and Esterly Drive to be 
performed or contracted by the Columbiana County Engineer and funded by 
ORDC. 

Section 3. The Board of Trustees of Fairfield Township is hereby authorized to 
execute any and all documents and to do all other things they may deem necessary 
to effectuate the purposes of this legislation, including entering into any contractual 
agreement with NS and ORDC, 

Trustee Hum seconded the motion and the roll was called on the questions of its adoption. 
The vote was as follows: 
Mr. Hum, No; Mr. Garwood, No ; and Mr, Miner, Yes. 

M s a L T U l d N ' m i 4 ^ 5 W A S NOT ADOPTED - A a r a i 7 . 2 a i 4 § 
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PATRICIA A. HOFFMASTER, FISCAL OFFICER'S REPORT; 

Fiscal Officer presented copies of the following to Trustees on 4-15-2014. 
1. Tentative/unapproved minutes of April 3,2014. 
2. Information from Jon Husted, Ohio Secretary of State regarding Issue 1 - Proposed 

Constitutional Amendment: To Fund Public infrastructure Capital Improvements by 
Permitting The Issuance of General Obligation Bonds. This Issue 1 will be on the May 6, 
2014 Primary Election Ballot. 

3. OTA'S Grassroots Clippings- April 2014 
4. Letter, dated April 1,2014 from Bill Johnson, Member of Congress - House of 

Representatives - Letter inviting trustees to attend the 2"^ annual "Ohio Sixth 
Congressional District Collaboration Forum." being held on May 14, 2014,from 9:00 
A.M.to 3:00 P.M. at Undo's, located just off 1-70 in St. ClairsviUe. 

5. Letter from Nick Barborak, dated 4-3-2014 re: a meeting being held at the Train Station in 
Lisbon on 4-24-3014 from 3 P.M. to 5 P.M. to provide information about the Ohio Mid-
Eastern Government Association (OMEGA). 

6. Verbal information - received per phone call - 11:00 A.M. on 4-14-2014 from Jason 
Steigerwald, representing Access Midstream. He would like to be put on the agenda 
for Thursday 4-17-2014. He wants to discuss a RUMA for Access Midstream for 
access to the Mellinger & Hartz wells and the Columbiana Gathering Line. 
(Columbiana Pipeline). The two (2) roads are a south portion of Beeson Mill Road 
and Crestview Road from SR164 west to Township line. These two roads already 
have a RUMA in place for the same sections of roads. He said it shouldn't take long 
and he would like to be put on the agenda first, if possible. Steigerwald,s phone # is 
330-312-2678. 

Copy of the following to Trustees on 4-17-2014 
1. Leetonia Fire Department 1 '̂ Qtr. 2014 Fire Calls (20) listed. There is one (1) fire call and 

the rest are ambulance calls. 
2. Information from Columbiana County Health Dept. - Emergence of potential exposures to 

zoonotic and vector borne disease and the need for workers and residents to protect 
themselves. 

Verbally informed trustees about the voting precincts. The precincts have been taken care of and 
the form submitted to Board of Elections. Phil's is considering whether to continue having a 
voting precinct in their facility and after talking with Adam Booth he is going to see if we can hold 
two (2) precincts at the Government Center. If that would be okay with the Trustees? I personally 
like the idea of exposing the public to their Government Center 

MELVIN MILLER ROAD SUPERVISOR'S REPORT: 
1. Finished sweeping with the pick-up broom. 
2. Cleaning ditches with the rotary ditcher. 
3. Patching holes in roads as necessary. 
4. Following the winds of April 4, 2014, there were two (2) trees we had to attend to - one 

(1) on Short Road and one (1) on Signal Road (tiiis one was entangled in the electric lines, 
so we had to wait on Ohio Edison for that one). 

5. Received 250 tons of asphalt millings. 
6. Hauling #57, #304, and #617 limestone from East Fairfield to be used for summer projects. 
7. Have been trimming trees and grading the lot at Southern Avenue property so we can stock 

materials at that site. We will be working in that section of the township with the road 
projects this summer, 

8. Installed a set of brakes on the 2007 - F450. 
9. Submitted our salt contracts to ODOT. Confirmation has been received. 
10. Submitted the specs for Crestview Road to Bob Durbin along with the # of intersections, 

driveways, as well as, a sketch of in front of Crestview School and SR7 intersection . 
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11. It is time for the yearly tire collection program: 

Trustees discussed and following; Trustee Garwood moved to adopt the following Resolution 
#2014-46. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TIRE COLLECTION FOR 
FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS 

WHEREAS, the CCH Group (Carroll, Columbiana, Harrison Counties) has scheduled a 
used tire collection for Columbiana County townships and municipalities between May 
1, 2014 and June 30, 2014 and entities must transport the tires in government-owned 
vehicles to Liberty Tire Services of Ohio, 14864 Lincoln Street, SE, Minerva, OH; now 

THEREFORE LET IT BE, tiie Trustees of Fairfield Township do hereby invite 
township residents to drop off old automobile tires and light pickup tires (up to a 
maximum of 10 tires per household), clean, dry and without rims, at the Township 
Government Center, 3062 Fairifield School Rd., from noon until 5:00 PM. , on 
Thursday. Max 1.2014. 

Trustee Miner seconded and the roll being called: 
Mr. Hum, Yea; Mr. Garwood, Yea and Mr. Miner, Yea. 
Adopted, April 17,2014 

12. Also, I need authorization to submit to the county tiie selection of roads for line-striping. I 
only have one (1) road listed and that is Old Fourteen and it can be done after we chip-seal 
it. If we pave Crestview Road the line-striping would be included in that project. This year 
we don't need to redo any of previously line-striped roads. I've spoken with the Yankee 
Clipper Representative and they will apply the road symbols for the same price as last 
year. This will be approved at a later time. Yankee Clipper is cheaper than the County 
program, so we will not submit that program to the County, just the line-striping of Old 
Fourteen. Trustees discussed and following: 

Trustee Garwood moved to adopt the following Resolution U20I4-47. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 2014 LINE STRIPING OF ROADS PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Columbiana County Engineer's office has invited Fairfield Township to 
participate in a contract to be let for the line striping of township roads; now 

THEREFORE LET IT BE, the Trustees of Fairfield Township, Columbiana County, 
OH, do hereby authorize Road Supervisor Miller to prepare and submit a request to the 
Columbiana County Engineer for the line-striping of Old Fourteen Road following the 
2014 chip-seal program. 

Trustee Miner seconded and the roll being called: 
Mr. Hum, Yea; Mr. Garwood, Yea, and Mr. Miner, Yea. 
Adopted, April 17, 2014. 

13.1 continued my talks with AT&T about getting wireless internet. I met with the gentleman 
and he gave us a price to change our service. Currently we are spending approximately 
$140.00 monthly for two separate phone numbers. One line is for the township office and 
one line is for the road department. AT&T is able to gjve us better phone service 
Currently we are charged for any long distance calls that are made from the township's 
#330-^2-2695. That would no longer be that way and we would have faster internet 
services and aiso, it would be Wi-Fi. 
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HUM - I think we need to talk about something else. There is this tech/guru, by the name ol 
Miller, that works for Crestview Schools and I think we're getting to the point that we need to get 
somebody who can be on call and somebody we can talk to. We are going to get laptops and 1 
don't want them messing with the new copier, because it is still under warranty. All this stufit 
needs to be integrated. It is Mel's brother, but if he's good enough for Crestview School District 
he can handle what we would need. He lives just down the road and my suggestion is to ask him 
for some kind of a proposal and we can take a look at it. Mel - it would be nice to have the help so 
we are not just piecing something together and we get started in the right direction. 

Hoffmaster - Today Mel spent some time with me by taking the UAN computer from my house to 
the Government Center and setting it up - so the State's UAN tech could get my computer up and 
running again. When it was finished he then took the computer back to my house and set it back 
up again. "Thanks" Mel. Hum - we're fortimate, because Mel & Kym are very techy. Hum noted 
that Kym set up the web-site and we didn't pay a dime for that. We have some good people 
working here, 

Mel - is it okay to move forward with the AT&T service? 

Trustee Garwood moved to adopt the following Resolution #2014-48. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ROAD SUPERVISOR MILLER TO MOVE 
FORWARD WITH UPGRADING THE AT&T PHONE SERVICE AT THE 

GOVERNMENT CENTER 

WHEREAS, the Trustees have discussed and recognize a need for upgrading the 
telephone service at the Township's Government Center facility; and 

WHEREAS; the Trustees would like to have faster internet service by utilizing AT&T's 
U-Verse and additionally having Wi/Fi capability; now 

THEREFORE LET IT BE, the Trustees of Fairfield Township. Columbiana County, 
OH do hereby authorize Road Supervisor Miller to move forward and work with AT&T 
for improved service and acquire a proposal to be submitted to the Trustees for their 
consideration. 

Trustee Miner seconded and the roll being called; 
Mr. Hum, Yea; Mr. Garwood, Yea; and Mr. Miner, Yea. 
Adopted, April 17,2014 

14. Mel noted he met with Jesse Wilson from the City of Columbiana and I am working on 
and discussed the paving of the Government Center's parking area. He will work with us 
on this project. The two of us measured off the area going square off the back of the area 
between the Government Center and the steel storage building. In round numbers to put 
about a 2" thickness on that area it will be around $15,000.00 in materials. Hum - is that 
enough. Mel-1 feel it is and so does Jesse. There is an area that should have a "scratch 
coat" applied, prior to the top coat being applied. Mel - delivery trucks use both entrances 
to and from this property. Miner - we've been here about 8 years and it has a pretty solid 
base and I wouldn't worry too much about where the trucks enter & exit. I don't have a 
firm date for when this project will take place. 

15. I've been working with Lafarge and there is a possibility they will have some 6M 
available. We are going to near the end of Columbiana County's chip-seal program, so I'm 
going to see how some things play out before we make any decisions about stone, etc. 
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BARRY MINER, TRUSTEE'S REPORT: 

1. Requested Road Supervisor Miller contact Joe Sec, of Central Allied, regarding the final 
surface treatment that is to be applied to complete the Esterly Drive Road Improvement 
Project. 

2. I had a nuisance complaint from a township resident. Should Kym (Zoning Inspector) 
handle this complaint or should I just call the Health Department.? Hum - what kind of 
complaint? Miner - It's garbage and debris on Columbiana Lisbon Road. Hum - I think 
we should contact both Kym & the Health Department. 

The following bills were approved for payment on motion of Mr. Garwood. 
Seconded by Mr. Miner. 

Net Wages Ending 4-15-2014 
Net Wages Ending 4-12-2104 
Net Wages Ending 4-12-2014 
Net Wages Ending 4-12-2014 
250 tons Asphalt Grindings-delivered 
Nuts & Bolts- Ipr Windshield Wipers 
Cell Phone Roads 36.08-Zoning 36.08 

ip Liability for Wages of 2013 
Annex - Natural Gas 
2"*̂  Qtr 2014 UAN Fees 
Reimbursed Postage 
CU #1406 Raschilla 
Roads Dental Insurane 
Street Lights 
#57 & #304 Slag 
Group Life Insurance 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. on mofion of Mr. Garwood. 
Seconded by Mr. Miner. ^ 

8723 
8724 
8725 
8726 
8727 
8728 
8729 
8730 
8731 
8732 
8733 

8734 
8735 
8736 
8737 

1680.22 
1499.62 
1196.34 
1017.45 
2500.00 

115.10 
72.16 

4916.57 
237.19 
924.00 
51.61 

304.63 
115.45 

2453.49 
246.32 

Melvin Miller 
John Rankin 
Richard Burbick 
Shawn Butler 
Gentile Trucking 
Bolt-Biz-Nuts 
AT&T Mobility 
OH Bureau of Workers 
Columbia Gas of Ohio 
Treasurer State of Ohio 
Kymberly Seabolt 

Anthem Dental 
Ohio Edison 
East Fairfield Coal 
Anthem Life 

C h a i r m a n / ^ ^ / 7 ^ - * t 

Trustee 

Trustee 

^ / L^y^ji/^ 

(..xi'xSi A'^-^i-'i'^''--^''^.. 

Fiscal Officer ±..JAU, 
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"PUBLIC HEARING" FOR THE POTENTIAL CLOSING OF THE HIGHWAY-RAIL 
GRADE CROSSING ON ESTERLY ROAD TR#1705 - (DOT* 502 903Y) 

This "Public Hearine" was authorized per Resolution #2013-110. Adopted on November 7, 
2013 and there will be no action taken following the "Public Hearing" 

Resolution W2013-110 was adopted as follows: 

Trustee Garwood moved to adopt the following/fesofotfon #2013-110. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A "PUBLIC HEARING" BE HELD REGARDNG THE 
POTENTIAL CLOSING OF THE HIGHWAY-RAIL GRADE CROSSING 

ON ESTERLY ROAD TR#1705 - (DOTS 502 903Y) 

WHEREAS, the Fairfield Township Trustees are scheduling a Special Meeting to hold a 
Public Hearing regarding the possible closing of the Norfolk and Southern Rail Grade 
Crossing on TR1705 Esterly Road * DOT 502 903Y, and 

WHEREAS, this public hearing will be held on December 12, 2013, at The Government 
Center, 3062 Fairfield School Road, at 7:00 P.M; and 

WHEREAS, the Trustees will notify all adjacent property owners, emergency agencies, 
• and affiliated school systems; and 

WHEREAS, this "public hearij^" will be advertised m a local newspaper for two (2) 
consecutive weeks beginning November 15,2013 and again on November 22,2013, and 

WHEREAS," no action will be taken" following this public hearing being held on 
December 12,2013; now 

THEREFORE LET I T BE, the Trustees of Fairfield Township, Columbiana County, OH 
do hereby schedule a Special Meeting to hold a "Public Hearing" at The Government 
Center, 3062, Fairfield School Road at 7:00 P.M. on December 12, 2013 to address the 
possible closing of the Norfolk and Southern Rail-Grade Crossing on TR1705 Esterly 

. Road* DOT 502 903Y, as referenced above. 

Trustee Miner seconded and tire roll being called 
Mr. Hum, Yea; Mr. Garwood, Yea; and Mr. Mmer, Yea. 
Adopted, November 7,2013. 

i 4 : * S * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Fairfield Township Trustees met in "open" session on December 12, 2013 to hold a 'Tubli( 
Hearing" for the potential closing of the highway-rail grade crossing on Esterly Road. 

Media present: Larry Shields of the Salem News. 

Chairman Hum opened the Public Hearing leading the group in reciting The Lord's Prayer anc 
The Pledge of Allegiance. 

Tmstees present: Mr. Robert W. Hum II, Mr. Carl R. Garwood, and Mr, Barry A. Miner. 

Chahraan Hum mtroduced the Fairfield Township personnel: Pat Hoffmaster is in charge of thf 
minutes and the records and she is also the Fiscal Officer; Kym Seabolt, Zoning Inspector 
Melvin Miller, Road Supervisor, Bany Miner, Carl Garwood and myself (Bob Hum), are thf 
Township Trustees. 



Year 2013 A.D. ^ ' ^ W Paoe Ng 6204 

OFFICIAL aOURNAL RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

g m x i x e l h ®o6jK!slftp J loca i ^ab&xnxmxd ^xsttxxct 

DECEMBER U, 2013 CON'T... » ,-r^ „ . . . 
PAGE 2 ^wMinutesofTlie Corporation Meeting 

Township Trustee Journal No, 31 
7t05 P.M. - PUBLIC HEARING FOR POTENTIAL CLOSING OF THE HIGHWAY 
RAIL-GRADE CROSSING ON ESTERLY DRIVE 

GUESTS PRESENT: Media; Larry Shields, Reporter for Salem News. 

Lisa Wallace - Buckeye Transfer; Jerry Stoneburner- Owner Buckeye Transfer; 

Atty. Casey Talbot - Norfolk <& Southern Railway; Atty. Mark Hutson - Buckeye Transfer; 

David Barbee - Columbiana Chamber of Commerce; and Cathy Stout of ORDC; 

Lance Williard, Manager City of Columbiana. Bill Garlough, Dan Vargo, Cec Jones, 

Ralph WMer, Larry Burns, Don Wisler, Vir^nia Perkins, April Brinker, Lany Hephner, Jr., 

Adam Hutira, Renee Hutira, Norm Spiker, Patty Spiker, Tuia Mills, Ray Housel, Mark Brothers, 

Rich Berryman, John Fieldhouse, Drew Deibel, Mark Mellinger, Margaret Mellinger, Wayne 

Wise, Sherene Adair, R. F. Wiikes, Jr., Maryann Ossoff, Ted Ossoff, Randy Hart, and 

Robert Campbell. 

Trustee Chairman Hum announced that today is a "public hearing" regarding tiie tentative closing 
of the raih-oad crossing on Esterly Drive. What I would like to do is, we'll have Mark Hutson anc 
Mr. Stoneburner make their presentations. Cathy Stout of the ORDC is in route, but Casey Talboi 
who represents Norfolk & Southern is here. Hum - what we are going to do is let them speak firsi 
and then open it up to everybody. I will just go down the list of attendees. I guess the word tonighi 
is "civility". Direct your comments and presentations to the Trustees. I don't want anybody to gei 
personal about this. Ultimately it is the Trustees that are going to vote on this issue and even oui 
vote isn't the final say. Because you have the PUCO involved and bigger people than just us. Thi 
starts the process, so if you could just direct your comments to us. We'll get along just fine. 

Trustee Miner noted he appreciates you people being here tonight. I hope we have goot 
conversation. 

Casey Talbot - Outside Counsel for Norfolk & Southern -I 'm here toniglit on behalf of Norfolk & 
Southern. Whether you are in support of the crossing closure or whether you are opposed to it, wt 
very much appreciate you coming out. Cathy Stout with the State of Ohio Rail Developmen 
Commission (ORDC) will be here later. She will be able to answer some questions, too. Talbo 
spoke about tht grade crossing safety "perspective. The federal government, a number of yean 
back approached the big railroads and the States asking them to make a concerted effort to identify 
and close 25% of the railroad crossings. One reason is for safety. This situation is good becaus* 
you have the potential of redirecting traffic to the overpass and eliminate a crossing, therefore 
having no interaction between the vehicles and the trains. The State is not here to pick on Fairfiel< 
Tovraship. They are doing this throughout the State. They are trying to identify "redundaat' 
crossings. This means crossings that are not as vital to a community as other crossings are. Yoi 
cannot close a crossing if it will land lock a business or a home. The Esterly crossing is beinj 
considered from the redundancy standpoint. From the State's perspective this is a crossing tlia 
would be appropriate for closure. Reasons being, the road is relatively lightly traveled and most o 
the travel is from Buckeye Transfer and you have the perfect scenario that you don't have in mos 
communities is that you have the ability to redirect the traffic to the overpass. Norfolk & 
Southern's records show there are around 127 frains a day. It is a double main line and it is vita 
and critical to the raikoad. Included in that is Amtrak traffic. Amtrak travels upwards of 70 mph. 
but I don't know what the speed is here. It is a double track with lots of train traffic and if wt 
could find a way to eliminate this crossing and redkect the motor traffic to the overpass the ORDC 
is highly in support of this and we view this as a crossing that is appropriate for closure. 
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C^sey Talbot noted ^a t from an economic standpoint, the possibility remains that if we don'l 
support the Buckeye Transfer site, they could relocate elsewhere. 

Atty. Mark Hutson noted he represents Jerry Stoneburner (Buckeye Transfer). Hutson gave a 
history of the businesses that have operated on the site where Stoneburner is now operating a trans 
loading business. Kaiser Refractories and National Refractories operated from that site for a 
number of years prior and upon final closure of those busmesses the land was classified as a 
brown field, polluted and not fit for anything. 

Then Jerry Stoneburner came along and worked with the Columbiana County Port Authority and 
basically cleaned up that site. There are a number of companies now operating there and providmg 
jobs. What is going on now for the last couple of years in Eastern Ohio is something we nevei 
heard of - which is oil & gas. Oil and gas has been around here forever, but not like it is today 
and not the way it may be in the friture. This site, because of the railroad location next to a main 
line for Norfolk & Southern has some value. The value is as a transportation point or hub for 
different aspects of the oil & gas industry. If you look out there today some of that has already 
started. They are bringing in frack sand in which is used in the fracking and the drilling process oi 
oil & gas wells. They are actually hauling condensate out of the facility. This is another part of the 
oil & gas industry. That's what is happening right now. 

Jerry Stoneburner actually got the ball rolling, but he has had to partner up with Norfolk & 
Southern and some other companies to try to basically expand this facility. For a couple of years 
they chased everybody to try and get them to look at this site - here's what we cai\ do in Vnt oil & 
gas industry. Low & behold, about 1 '/i year ago, others started showing up at their door, insteac 
of them chasing, they were actually being pursued. This was because the people in the oil & gaj 
industry saw what the potential for this site. One of the other companies has proposed the idea oJ 
bringing in unitrains into the facility. A unitrain is basically a 100 car train. They want to bring ir 
frack sand and other oil &. gas type products and unload & load over a couple day period. Tha 
process needs to have the existing track expanded that goes into the facility, to do the unloading oi 
unitrains you need a lot more track than there currently is there now. At this pomt, there has been i 
several miUlon dollar investment in. doing just that. This creates a little bit of a problem with tht 
existing rail- grade crossing. This becomes a safety concern more than anything else. You have i 
main-line track and you have some additional track that is on private property and they are goinj 
to be side by side. You can't have the gates open wifti cars on the private track and logisticallj 
Norfolk & Southern can't control what is on private property and private property can't contro 
what is happening on the east-west line. We have, not only freight trains, but p^senger trains 
Tliere are safety concerns with that. One of the things that have to be considered is - is this i 
necessary grade crossing? Some of you in this room will say, "Yes, it is and always has been 
But you also have to consider that 50 years ago die State of Ohio built an overpass and at tha 
point, a lot of the traffic that used the Esterly rail-grade crossing has now been diverted to tht 
overpass. From a safety concern, what we have to look at is, at this point, as the use of this faciUtj 
expands it becomes even more of a concern - safety wise. Because of the fact that you got this 
crossing and we're not sure how many people per day use it. Is it seasonal use more than anything 
else? When we talk about closing that crossing, who it*s going to affect more than anyone else i; 
Mr. Stoneburner and any of the companies that operate there now. As a result of tiiat, Townshi] 
Trustee Miner really got the ball rolling to improve the intersection of Esterly Drive and St. Rt 
344. That project costs a little less than $300,000.00 and the project is well underway. This wil 
improve the intersection and with the thought that if that Esterly rail grade crossing is close( 
certainly that wil! create additional traffic coming into Esterly Drive. This is not just to help om 
business; the hope is other businesses will choose to locate out there. There is a lot of othe 
property that could be developed. A lot of it is presently farm land, but in the next 10 tol5 years i 
may not be farm land. We are being told every day that the oil & gas is here and will be for a lonj 
time. 
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LISA WALLACE, BUCKEYE TRANSFER - We have been working on this project since 
October, 2012. At that time, we came before the Fairfield Township Zoning Board and obtained a 
conditional use - variance, so that we could develop Mr. Stonebumer's property into a full service 
truck and transfer terminal serving the gas & oil industry. I would like to give some quick 
thoughts and figures and I diink that my spot would be better if I speak last. I'd be happy to 
answer and questions. (A drawing was put on display) and Wallace showed the audience where 
the development is that they are talking about on Esterly Drive. The development we are talking 
about is the expansion of the loop track that will someday have three lines and that brings 
additional safety concerns. There will be 7500' of new track and there would be visibility issues. 
When we were developing this track, Norfolk & Southern raised the idea that the track we want 
developed cannot be done if the Esterly rail-grade track is left open. Cathy Stout, of the Ohio Rail 
Development Commission will tell you that once we got this crossing off their radar, tliey don't 
really care about us anymore. I'm not going to steal their thunder, but we brought something to 
their attention that they would carry forward whether we were standing her tonight hoping to be 
able to develop this or not. I can't tell you, as I stand here, that this is a guarantee. It's not. Mr. 
Stoneburner has spent a lot of his own money in developing this. We had to have gas lines 
relocated and had to do a lot of different things to get this property ready for expansion il 
expansion comes. That's where our interest lies. But I can't tell you that if you close this crossing 
we will be shovel ready and laying track in a montli or two months. This is a couple million dollar 
project. It will take time to develop. Tliis area that was a brownfield is now a private industrial 
park and there are seven (7) companies on site that employs 170 people and that is all being done 
with private dollars. Using the overpass to get to the golf course will add an additional 1285 feel 
longer. 

Hum - Looking at the map - How do these railroad cars get in here? Stoneburner ~ there is a 
switch under route 11. 

7:35 P.M. 

Fiscal Officer - This part of the tape was very hard to understand. 

Cathy Stout of the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC), 

In thel990's The Federal R^lroad Administration established a nationwide goal of reducing the 
redundant grade crossiags by 25%. A crossing is considered redundant when there are nearb> 
alternate routes and closing the crossing wUl not cause undue hardship to members of tht 
community. When I saw the Esterly Road crossing, a lightly travelled road with grade separation! 
on either side, I saw a potentially viable candidate for closure. Nobody wants to close a road 
because they don't want to go that extra distance. But if we close the road there are incentives tha: 
we can provide to the community that would help out. When the ORDC closes a redundan 
crossing, it is specifically for safety. There is always risk involved at any intersection, but with an 
mtersection of a railway and a highway it is especially dangerous-. When a train impacts a motoi 
vehicle, the impact is with a force similar to a motor vehicle hitting an empty pop can. Motoi 
vehicle and trains collisions are generally catastrophic. 

The advantage of doing this is the ORDC has safety funds from the Federal Higliway Authorit> 
that is uses for grade crossing safety. When a community agrees to close a crossing it can ust 
these funds to make unprovements at other grade crossings in the community. There are four (4" 
grade crossings on the Norfolk & Southern line through Fairfield Township. One crossing has 
flashing lights, but no gates - this is the Creek Road crossing. Under the formula program 
crossings are selected based on a hazard ranking formula. The formula ranks are crossings relative 
to each other. 
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There are 5S00 crossings in Ohio with #1 being the most hazardous and #5800 bemg the leasi 
hazardous. The most recent list of crossings selected for lights & gates under this formula progran 
had hazardous rankings up to around #1200. Creek Road is currently at #1722, so it would aot be 
likely to come up for evaluation for gates for a very long time. If you close the Esterly crossing we 
can put electric gates at the Creek Road closing. 

The decision as whether to close Esterly Road rail-grade crossmg is up to the community, but 1 
strongly urge you Co make a decision to close the crossing and avoid a possibility of a crash at this 
location in the future. 

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS; 

- Village of Leetonia Fireman -1 am speaking on behalf of "fire safety' 
^especially if the rail-grade crossing on Esterly Drive gets closed. He addressed the distance anc 
time it would take from the east end of Leetonia using various roads to get to the sites on Cherry 
Fork Road and Esterly Drive, noting that would be a recognizable safety issue. Also, once a rail-
grade crossing is closed, they will not open it back up. 

; ^ | ^ S ^ A R G G - Noted he teaches for the Columbiana School System and also, is the school'i 
'' golf coach. My concern is for the safety of our kids and the other schools teams that travel tc 

Valley Golf Course. Valley Golf is located at the intersection of Esterly Drive & Cherry Fork 
Road. My kids are good kids, but they are not the best drivers. There will be traffic there 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week and 365 days of the year. If the rail grade crossing is closed, the closes' 
way to the golf course is by entering Esterly Drive at the east intersection with SR344. This is i 
hazardous intersection. It slopes away from you, it's on a curve and it is a hazardous intersection 
I'm not certain it is best to close the Esterly Drive rail-grade crossing. 

CEC JONES - Noted she is a resident of Fairfield Township and also, a member of tht 
Columbiana Chamber of Commerce. I believe in jobs for our township. She has watched Jerrj 
(Stoneburner) develop this effort over a number of years and he does it very responsibly. He 
cleans thing up and makes it better and provides jobs and that is extremely important to our area. 

RALPH WISLER - As a neighbor, I have no objection to the closing of tlie railway crossing. 

DON WISLBR -1 would like to have it closed. It would stop all the traffic, trucks etc. from goin^ 
in tliere. But, I would like to have the dust controlled more. 

VIRGINIA PERKINS *- Is in attendance representing the Columbiana Chamber of Commerce anc 
supports Jerry with all his efforts, 

APRIL BRINKER - Is here also to support Jerry m his efforts to provide jobs for this community 
She is also, a member of the Columbiana Chamber of Commerce. 

/ A D A M HU'IIRA •• My major concern is about the roads. I live on Esterly Drive. You mentionet 
the road improvements - are they going to complete it or not? Trustee Miner - they are about 3U. 
the way done, but had to postpone it because of the weather. They will be back in the spring tc 
complete. Hutira -I 'm concerned about the safety. Are there going to be guard rails or any kind o: 
barriers going to be put up? I'm concerned wdth the cfrop off along the road. If a truck slips off tht 
road, there is no way they will get back on it. Are there any plans for guard rails or barriers of anj 
kind? Road Supervisor Miller - there is more berm to put on, but I'm not aware of any barriers t< 
be installed. 
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|RENEE HUTIRA - Expressed her major concerns to be with the east intersection of SR344 anc 
Esterly Drive. This is a safety issue. 

LARRY BURNS 111 ~ I am the area Director of Columbiana Chamber of Commerce. I'm ir 
support of closing the crossing, as well as, the rest of the Chamber. By doing the closing there anc 
extending the track by 7500', I believe it will bring more grovrth, attract more companies anc 
bring more jobs to the area. 

ILARRY- H^HNERj JR? -Fire Chief of Leetonia Fire Department, my concerns were addressee 
^wheriBili Garldugh spoke. Safety is our major concern. 

. - . . . ' g 

NpRMSPlKER— Concern is the amount of fraffic that will be on SR344 onto Esterly Drive anc 
the additional traffic, bikers etc. You mentioned 175 cars a day (in & out), as well as, sand trucks, 
condensate trucks, etc. that I see go up and down Main Street every day. We are just seeing the 
beginning of this oil & gas thing. When you count how many wells are in production in Mahoning 
and Columbiana Counti^, the ingress and egress, on a slope, on a curve, and the other side on i 
slope, on a curve, I think I would be awful hesitant of closing the Esterly Drive Railway crossing. 

PATTY SPIKER - 1 came to get information. I'm not too femjliar with the area. 

f TINA: MILLS -|Liv6S on Cherry Fork Road and has concerns about the congestion at the 
• intersection if you close the railway crossing. I don't think anybody in here is against anything fot 
promoting business, but I don't see tiiat intersection at SR344 and Esterly Drive being a very gooc 
area. 1 have trouble pulling out myself, now. With that much more traffic it will be even more 
difficult. 

';'RAY;HPI^SEL - (So-owner of R-Way right down the road. My main concern is the traffic at Ihf 
intersection of SR344 & Esterly Drive. The road improvements seem to make that intersectioi 
smaller than what it was. When the trucks try to make a right turn off of Esterly onto SR344 the) 
actually take up the whole road and fraffic actually has to stop to let the trucks out. 

MARK BROTHERS - I have a couple comments from a different direction. My family owns i 
company called Century. One of issues from a perspective is we own injection facilities it 
Columbiana and we have a blessing here with the Norfolk & Southern tracks. But it is also 
somewhat of a curse, because all feeder trains come out of their Akron rail yard and we get servia 
in Columbiana three (3) days a week. This is a very positive thing for this community - tht 
business development - but, we need to be looking at the ability to bring in larger trains. This wil 
improve the level of service, Presently we are the last delivery point by Norfolk & Southern to fhf 
east from Canton. They actually have to shut down a line to make the local deliveries and we'vt 
missed deliveries about 1/2 dozen times in ttve last 2 months. The ability to bring in larger traiiw 
would be a tremendous advantage. That is a wonderful thing with the development of that piece o 
property. 

RICH BERRYMAN -/My thing is what the Chamber of Commerce has already mentioned -
bringing in jobs to the area. I also, was the Columbiana School Golf coach and understand where 
Dan Vargo is coming from. As Mr. Spiker said, that situation is going to be tough where Ester!} 
Drive comes out onto to SR 344.1 think that intersection needs to be studied very carefully befort 
closing any railroad crossing. 

,|f0HN-FTELDHOUSE - l4.y main concern would be the accessibility of the intersection of SR 34^ 
and Esterly Drive - mostly the trucks being able to manipulate that turn. The visibility is not thi 
easiest thing, right now, coming from both sides of the street. 
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DAVID BARBEE - Vm here on behalf of the Chamber of Coromerce. I'd like to give a differen 
perspective on a few of the comments. About the safety issues, with respect to the new road. I'm 
no Civil Engineer, but I do know that substantial improvements have been made to the intersectior 
out there. The increased truck traffic at that intersection is going to happen, whether or not thi; 
railroad crossing is closed. It would seem to me, they are going to want to have their trucks come 
around the new improved road rather than crossing a railway crossing and having safety concerns 
There was a comment made that here has never been' an accident at tliat railway crossing 
Therefore is a safety concern? It is a problem, but it can be alleviated. No one would begrudge 
anybody the ability to maximize the use of their property. I don't think anybody in this roon 
would want to use the leverage of government or power to prevent somebody from maximizinj 
the use of their property. We can continue to grow or we can fall back. Oil & gas Ls coming to the 
community whether we like it or not. From the perspec^ve of the Chamber, this development ii 
exactly what we are looking for in this community. 

?DREW DIEBEL / l own Diebel Manufacturmg on Esterly Drive located adjacent to the Norfolk 
& Sotithem Railway and also, the Esterly Drive Railway Crossing. We do steel fabrications, I loo 
am bringing in tractor frailers up to 50' long and 80,000 #'s. Most of the time trucks come fron 
the north and go south across the railroad tracks to get to our business. Now if you close tha 
crossing, it will hinder my business, because tiie trucks will use my business to turn around. This 
closing will cause me a lot of hardships. We'll have to spend a lot of money to take up my fron 
yard to put a tum-around in. 1 tend to agree with comments regarding the east end of Esteiiy Drive 
and SR344 intersection. 

•'MAjRK-MELLTNGER ^ M y concerns are sunilar to what others have expressed. I'm not agains 
anything that's going on here, but with the increased truck traffic at the Esterly Drive and SR34^ 
intersection (across from "Envelope One") a truck that is leaving the site and is turning right to ge 
back to SRll is going be a problem. 

MARGARET MELLINGER -1 have nothing more to add, but I do want to thank" everybody foi 
the invitation. This has been helpful. 

LANCE WILLIARD - I'm the City Manager for the City of Columbiana and am here galherinj 
data for City Council. From the city's aspect we are trying to be industrial friendly and get a nic< 
industry base and development is very important. I do know that Columbiana County did a traffit 
study at Esterly Drive and SR344 mid they didn't have a m^or concern before the increased trucl 
traffic other than widemng the intersection. 

"^SHEREi^^:^IAR -jJ^m a resident on Cherry Fork Road - my major concern is the intersection 
I work at National Refractories - I take care of the tmck traffic and transportattou there. So 
pretty well know what trucks come in and out of that facility. If a truck is loaded with frack sand i 
can weigh 80,000# or more. So now you are sticking a heavy loaded truck on the only way in ant 
out of there - that is tiirough die intersection of SR344 & Esteriy Drive. You take a heavily ioadec 
truck down that hill and into a bend on Esterly Drive to go down in. I drive that road and it i: 
horrible. The grade now is steeper than it was before. It is a shame a truck driver didn't come li 
tonight to let you know what they say about that. That intersection is an accident waiting tc 
happen. You trustees were elected to keep us safe. How many accidents has there been at tha 
intersection already? There has never been an accident at the otiier intersection (west intersectior 
of SR344 & Esterly Drive) where the railroad is at, nor has there been any accidents at the trail 
crossing. For any of you tiiat are not familiar with Cherry Fork Road, I encourage you to go drivf 
it out to SR14. It is very windy. I think you have to really think about this. Once that crossing ii 
closed - it will never open back up again 
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WAYNE WISE - I'm just a "community want- to-know." 

l^vF.-:WILKES JR. - ' I commend Buckeye Transfer for coming in and developing (his. I owr 
several companies in this area and I employ as many people as that whole complex employs. I've 
never asked for a penny's help from the government. The Chamber is here endorsing all of thif 
and I've been here for 20 years and no one from the Chamber has ever walked on my porch, Whji 
is that? Why are they so interested now in helping this? But, they never helped me and possiblj 
never helped Mr. Diebel and they've helped Century. It's interesting that you are so interestec 
taking care of this, but you just ignore the rest of us. This crossing is not a safety issue. I've hac 
tiiree (3) very close calls of getting hit at SR344 and Esterly Drive. I've had trucks in my yard 
You notice I've got big stones there. I'm trying to keep trucks out of my yard. Trucks giab those 
stones with their trailers and drag them 20, 30 or 40 feet and tear my yard up. One of their trucki 
came through my yard recently and to thek credit, Stoneburner did fix the damage. There was i 
truck that got buried in the yard and they got a wrecker to pull it out and slipped away and nevei 
even told me. A neighbor saw it and called me and provided info and it was finally taken care of 
That is an extremely dangerous intersection. Trucks cannot make a right hand turn onto SR34< 
without stopping oncoming traffic. If s impossible. They say they fixed the road, but it looks more 
narrow and steeper to me. They are still tearing my yard up. This intersection is too dangerous tc 
put all traffic through here and close the other one. I want to see people grow and industry come 
but they won't pull out if tiiis doesn't happen. They've made a conunitment and they are here tc 
stay and they will provide and do what they need to here. It's a money-maker for them and I'n 
here to stay as it's a money-maker for me, too. 

0PBERT:^AMPB I have no objections to growth in the community. The problem I see i; 
"the:'6ldsiftg"6f an intersection that has a "good" record, as far as, not having any accidents. Tht 
problem at the east end intersection of Esteriy Drive and SR344 is that there is a curve on a curvt 
and that's why the trucks aie having trouble making the turn. To me, that is a much mon 
hazardous intersection than the other one. I see that the railroad wante to save money, howevei 
where they want to put the gates has no comparison to that intersection. It is a bad intersection tc 
get in and out of especially with a rig. 

, i i^"^ANN^0SSOFP -/My husband, Ted and I own Valley Golf Club. We are located at tht 
intersection of Esterly Drive and Cherry Fork Road. Valley Golf Club has been a business for 8; 
years and Ted & I have owned and lived right here for the last 34 years. I'm quite familiar with tht 
neighborhood. I'm glad people came tonight to talk about safety, because that's what 1 came tc 
talk about and speak about my concerns. I'm also glad that people came to talk about bringing 
business and enterprise to this area. We definitely are all for that. Ted & I have always tried to livt 
by the "good" neighbor policy. We were happy to see Buckeye Transfer come in there. We wan' 
everybody to be successfiil. We have never tried to deter anything that you wanted to do. Ou: 
safety concerns are not with the railroad crossing. We think that is quite safe. SR 344 is a majo 
east/west thorou^are and a lot of people travel that road going to and from wherever, usiuf 
SR344. SCI and Envelope One are two (2) major companies in our neighborhood and they havt 
just as much right to get to work safely into their parking lot. Zarbana also, has employees tha 
need to get to work every day, ttx). They are now going to use this intersection. No matter how 
many there is going in - that means the same amount must go out. Sherene Adair gave a numbe 
of upwards to 170 vehicles a day that would/could come and go to and from work for tht 
businesses at the "red brick" building (the old Kaiser Refractories site). Some of these are trucl 
drivers that do leave their personal vehicles on site while they are out on the road and would no 
travel in and out every day. Then we have local residents on Esteriy Drive and Cherry Fork Roac 
that also, now are going to be forced to use the east intersection of SR344 & Esteriy Drive and 
haven't even mentioned our seasonal customers that can be 100 plus a day. 
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A large percent of our customers get off of SRll and exit onto SR344 and turn lefl onto Esterly 
Drive- and cross a perfectly good railroad crossing. Now these people are going to be forced to use 
SR344 and turn left at tiie east intersection of SR344 and Esterly Drive. Our contention is tha' 
intersection is already an unsafe intersection. We feel it is not fair for our people to be involved ir 
a dangerous intereection. This is a safety issue. Some of you are looking at the safety issue of the 
railroad crossing. We're looking at the east intersection of SR344 & Esterly Drive being a safetj 
issue. Recently there was a truck jackknifed at that intersection and it was amazing how quicklj 
the fraffic backed up. The railroad people say "oh boy" we closed, a railway crossing so wt 
wouldn't have any accidents. But what happens when, all of sudden, this becomes twice a; 
dangerous as it already is. (East intersection of SR344 and Esterly Drive). T}te township ii 
responsible for the safety of all people, whether they are Fairfield Township residents, visitors, or 
people traveling thru the township. Your job is to protect everybody, not create a safety hazard 
Out customeis should not be subjected to a hazardous, unsafe intersection. My husband and 1 arfi 
for no other reason, but to state our belief that by closing this railroad crossing it's going to create 
a real wild situation. When traveling east on SR344 towards the east intersection of Esteriy Drm 
and SR344 the "speed limit" is 55mph. That is a dangerous situation. We're not here to try anc 
stop Mr. Stoneburner from doing anything that is going to be successful for his business. We wan 
everybody to be able to do what they need to do to make money and bring jobs into the 
coromunity. But we feel Uiat he can do what he needs to do and stiU keep his property open. Bj 
having his continuous loop, that's fine, let them do what they need to do to be successful in theii 
business, but they can do it without closing this raifroad crossing, Butech Inc. in Salem has three 
(3) loops across three (3) major roads in Salem and they operate fine with a continuous loop acros 
these roads. We can learn to live with that and our customers can leatn to live with ^at , but don' 
close a safe railroad crossing and funnel and force everybody to use an already unsafe intersection, 

8:40 P.M. 

;;.TEI^ G^SpFF,^ I have a web-^Ue that says in 1991 the railroad made a decree to close 45% of the 
'railroad crossings. Also, anyone of you that has not seen that site out there, we have given you i 
virtual tour of what goes on - traffic wise, - so you can see the options/alternatives. Ted presentee 
a petition to Mr. Hum (Fairfield Township Chairman of Trustees) and is signed by 124 people tha 
says — 

T, THE UNDERSIGNED OPPOSE THE CLOSING OF THE NORFOLK SOUTHERN RP 
CROSSING ON ESTERLY. ~ FAIRFIELD TWP., BECAUSE IT WOULD ADVERSELY 
AFFECT THE SAFETY OF ALL INDIVIDUALS THAT PRESENTLY USE THE ROAD, ANE 
THE CLOSING WOULD NOT BENEFIT ALL RESIDENTS OF FAIRFIELD TOWNSHIP OP 
VISITORS. THE CLOSING WILL DIVERT ALL TRAFFIC TO A POTENTIALLY VER^ 
DANGEROUS INTERSECTION, STATE ROUTE 344, CHERRY FORK RD. 

(ESTERLY DRIVE). 
THIS CLOSING WILL ENDANGER ALL MOTORISTS WHO PRESENTLY USE 

ST. RTE. 344 & ESTERLY DR. 

I'm sure you will take this into advisement, if this is an open minded healing. This is not a finality 
this is just the start. The PUCO has the final authority to close that railroad crossing. We may hav< 
to go through tiiis in another meeting. I can talk to you about the law or from some common senst 
feelings from the heart. There is information in the ORG as what is permitted in closing a railroac 
crossing. There are 9 sections that the PUCO must take into consideration in closing a railroat 
crossing. If the PUCO closes the railway then there are no offsets to add ^dtes etc. to anothe: 
crossing. Tlie township has no authority to close a railroad crossing. Casey Talbot of Norfolk 6 
Southern asked ~ do you want me to speak to that? Ossoff - Sure. 
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Casey Talbot - There are two (2) ways that Ohio can close a crossing. One is voluntarily anc 
that's where the ORDC (Ohio Rail Development Commission) would have the interested partie. 
sign off on a voluntary agreement to close a crossing. That, in this instance, would be tht 
township, the railroad, the PUCO and the ORDC can enter to voluntary agreement to close i 
crossing. The plus is close to a win/win situation as you can come - the railway and the State o: 
Ohio benefit from the safety perspective; whereas, the (immunity gets some incentives. If i 
voluntary agreement is not reached, then the railway has the ability to petition the PUCO directly 
We can say to the PUCO - "We met with the community and we thought it was in the best interes 
of the community to close the crossing from a safety perspective and we offered incentives wjtl 
the ORDC to close the crossing, but the community opted to take a pass. So, PUCO, we would asfe 
that you close (now the incentives are not available) and we would ask that you direct this to bt 
closed." We don't do that loosely. We've closed crossmgs throughout the Stale of Ohio and jus 
about every community we've told this has agreed to close a crossing. We don't come in unles; 
we think it is a good-faith viable closure- we don't go there, Tliere are two (2) ways to close. Qnt 
is voluntarily entering into an agreement and everybody signs off or we can go to the PUCO anc 

ask them to close the crossing. 

fiaSSOFFr iii the ORG 519.211 ~ b519,02 and c 519.025 says that no power of Board of Townshif 
%nist6es or any Board of Zoning Appeals, in respect to location, erection, construction 
reconstruction, change, alteration, maintenance, renewable use of any building or structures of an} 
public utility or railroad. Talbot - my response to that is - there is well established Case Law ior 
the State of Ohio that communities have the authority to do this, and they have done it fo) 
generations. The PUCO in the past year has signed off on 10 of these Norfolk & Southen 
agreements. Ossoff continued readdressing many of the same concerns as previously wat 
mentioned. Expressed concern that all this is being shut down for one entrance and exit at the eas 
intersection of SR344 and Esteriy Drive. You say you re-paved it and it's a little wider, but nt 
blinking lights or no turn lanes. It's a great job of paving. I have concerns too, about the farmer! 
taking tiieir farm equipment on tiiis road also. Presenfly local farmers use Uie portion of Esterl) 
Drive where the railroad crossing is. This country is about progress, but we are also about safety 
If you for one moment tiiink that an 80,00CW truck gross weight truck, making a left band hirn of 
a curve and going down anoUier curve to the left is not going to be pushed and have a possibility 
for a jackknife situation - Truck drivers don't understand why the railroad crossinj 
would be closed and expose them to a lot more dar^rous intersection than the one currently ir 
use. I'm not here to stop progress, but for the public safety. Many potential hazardous scenario; 
were reviewed. I don't think that you (Stoneburner) are going to leave without closing thi 
crossing. 

LISA WALLACE - you are givmg tiie impression that sometiiing can be done, but if the crossin| 
is not closed, Norfolk & Soutiiem will not service us with a unitrain. So we cannot develop thf 
property with the crossing open. You've expressed that you feel we will still build the loop anc 
this is just some inconvenience for us. We can build tiie loop, but we cannot put any (rains on il 
If we cross the road, they (N&S) will not service us. Stoneburner- in order for us to build tins loo| 
track, we have three (3) private tracks going across a very short distance to the main line. N&J 
says, absolutely not. We will not service this- it is too dangerous to have this loop track on privatt 
property that close to a major right of way. Wallace -we can continue to operate on our curren 
side of the road, but we can't build enou^ frack on that side of the road to service a unitrain 
which is what we need to do to bring in some real business. I'm not discoimting anything else tha 
you are saying, I just wanted to get that out there that it's not accurate to say, tliat we will do wha 
we need to do. If we could still do things and leave that open, we would love it. Stoneburner - tht 
other fact is, if we do not complete this, we lose the oppormnity for a unitrain. Ti-mnbull Count; 
and Youngstown can take the business away. 
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RANDY HART - I am also here witii tiie Columbiana Area Chamber of Commerce. 1 thmk i 
should be mentioned that tiie Chamber is here to support the Columbiana area in any commerce 
that takes place. We are not here hoping to support one project. The Chamber of Commerce if 
here to support tiie businesses of this area. Mr. Stoneburner came to the Chamber and presentee 
what he was working on very respectfully and asked for our support on this. That is why we are 
here. All the comments are well taken and I have every confidence that the Fairfield Townshif 
Trustees, as well as, the City of Columbiana Manager and possibly even the State of Ohio, wil 
address that intersection in any manner that it can be done, 

LISA WALLACE - asked to speak -1 just want to address some comments that have been madt 
tonight. There wtB a comment made, that there is some government money coming our way. Wt 
have not received one cent of government money, not one penny. The only government monej 
that we participated in was because of some information tiiat we could provide to the trustees tc 
help them get some government money. 1 want to "thank" ihe Chamber and point out that Mr 
Stoneburner is very active in the Chamber. He also supports all the other local businesses in the 
area. We suggest you join the Chamber, because they have been very helpful to us. 

Right now, the maximum level of trucks that can cross our scale is six (6) per hour. The maximun 
number of trucks that Centennial Energy is using a day is two (2). So, the most trucks that car 
leave our facility in a day is eight (8). While we do have around 200 loads coming in and out ove 
a 24 hour day, it really is spaced out and we are not causing these projections of traffic jams, etc 
Wallace asked Trustee Miner to speak about the road improvement project. Miner - ODOT issuec 
us a permit knowing full well what was going to happen with the widening of that SR344 & 
Esteriy Drive intersection. I'd like to do some studying and present it at the township meeting o: 
the 19 '̂'. Wallace - part of the process was, that we would help the township get the money tc 
improve the intersection and to make certain the intersection would be improved before we ever 
approached closing the crossing. This intersection has been studied and Mr. Miner will speak tc 
that when he's had a chance to review all the information. Thank you all for coming and thank yoi 
all for being nice. 

CASEY TALBOT - I want to "thank you" all for coming. For the most part you have been verj 
cordial, even though we've had some different opinions here. Thank you for expressing them tht 
way you did. I have never worked for anyone who expected me to do anything except tell lh( 
tmth. So, I do my very best anytime I speak. I am going to address several different concerns tha 
were raised. I am speaking from my notes of this meeting. Re: the train tiack, there are upwards tc 
127 trains per day, including Amtrak @ 79 mph; This is actually a positive and the cheapest wa; 
to move heavy goods long distances is through train ti-affic and keeps them off the highway 
There is a movement toward train traffic. Trains keep the cost of goods down and do a valuablt 
service and train traffic is expected to increase. The concerns about the intersection - the people o 
The State of Ohio get paid to evaluate those kinds of intersections and I believe, the people o 
ODOT came out here and evaluated that intersection. If Uiete are on-going concerns about tha 
intersection ODOT will expect to deal with us. Regarding the cell phones - 1 tiavel the turnpike 
lot and almost every young driver you see travelling that road is using a cell phone. Trust me i 
doesn't matter if they are using cell phones on Cherry Fork or Esterly or the turnpike they will ge 
into an accident. The loop installation for operating trains is a very difficult thing to do. Norfolk & 
Southern just simply caimot do it if you have this loop track that comes into the unmediatt 
proximity of a double main line railroad. From a safety standpoint and an operations standpoint 
they simply cannot do it. The ORG is not picking on Fairfield Township, this is a state-wide anc 
system-wide issue with regard to reduction. The Federal Government has asked the States tc 
decrease tiie number of crossings. It has been mentioned tiiat the Leetonia crossing will be studied 
too. 
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Talbot con't - From a grade crossing safety perspective for a redundant crossing, we think wi 
should do this voluntarily. We've had the ORDC support from the very beginning and they feel i 
should be closed. If not, the PUCO could close it and tiie iacentives are off the table. 

There are 5 persons who sent correspondence via mail, they are as follows: 

J^y^ i M ^ ^ ^ I g r ^ l Oak Court, Cohmibiana OH 4440 
; ' " 1 f 2 ^ B ^ ^ ^ ^ t i n e , ^ 1 7 9 N. Glenview Lane, Leetonia OH 44431 

f^?^^SaIc3ano,^olice Chief - Leetonia Police Department m- 300 E. Maia Street, 
• ^:;,;LeetoniaOH44431 
i i^4 i : ; ,%^ar iRiJ l^^ of 40550 St Rt 344, Leetonia OH 44431 
T 5 ; - i ^ t j t i § i - L . . R ^ 0^40550 StRt344, Leetonia OH 44431 

Chairman Hum: This will bring a conclusion to this public hearmg. I'm fine with all these folks 
Nowhere else but United State of America can we sit down and have a meeting like this 
(applause) I'm proud of all of you. Our next township trustee meeting is December 19, 2013 a 
7:00 P.M. if any of you want to contact any of us three (3) trustees, you are more than welcome to 
I think that within the next week it wiU give us some time to digest everything that occurred here 
tonight. Hopefully, if it's alright with you two trustees, we can call the question and if you guys 
aren't comfortable with calliug the question at the December 19^ meeting, we can do it tht 
following meeting. This is an important dedsion and I want to make sure we give it the prope; 
review. 

Trustee Miner - I'm very proud of the audience that we had tonight. It's makes me proud to be 
Fairfield Township Trustee when we can all sit down and discmss an issue such as this in a verj 
professional marmer. I want to thank you all. 

Motion to adjourn: 

Trustee Garwood made a motion to adjourn this "PuWic Hearing" at 9:30 P.M. Seconded by Mr 
Miner, 

Chai 

Tmstee 

Trustee & ^ A S^^&'iy '̂̂ ^^^^t 

Fiscal Qmc&i(aMiA&' 


