
!H

!H

!H

Great Blue
Heron

Rookery

Sycamore Ln

Esther Dr

Flint Ridge Dr

Ge
or

ge
tte

 D
r

Ea
stw

oo
d D

r

Wat erfall Dr

Sabol Ct

B r e
nt

vie
w

Dr

Meadowbrook Dr

Liberty Ln

Beaver Creek Ln

Giles Rd

Capel Rd

Royalton Rd

Ed
ge

wo
od

 D
r

Ro
bs

on
 R

d

Davis Dr
Overlook Dr

Lakeview Dr

Castleton Ln

Gr
aft

on
 R

d

Du
rk

ee
 R

d

¬«57

¬«82

Lorain
County

EATON
TOWNSHIP

CARLISLE
TOWNSHIP

Hill Ditch

Alex ander Ditch

East Branch Black River

Ea

st Branch Black Rive
r

Eas t Branch Black River

Ea
st

Bra
nch Black River

Willow Creek

Jackson Ditch

15

16

14

Date: 12/15/2014

Drawn by: JPS

AVON LAKE GAS ADDITION PROJECTAVON LAKE GAS ADDITION PROJECT

-1:12,000

0 0.085 0.17 0.255 0.340.0425
Miles

Proposed RouteProposed Route

S:\NRG\Avon Lake\GIS\MXD\2014\04\Agency Maps
\AvonLake_ODNR_Mapbook_20141023_11x17.mxd

Legend
Above Ground Proposed Route 

Below Ground Proposed Route 

!H Mile Post

NWI Wetland

Ohio Wetland Inventory Wetland

Known Protected Species Occurance

Lake

River/Stream

County Boundary

Political Township Boundary

Municipal Boundary

Railroad

Lorain
County

Cuyahoga
County

Medina
County

Page: 8

Roads
Interstate
US Highway
State Highway

!"#$90

(/10

!(18

Topo Base Map Source: Sources: Esri, DeLorme, NAVTEQ,
TomTom, Intermap, iPC, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN,
GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan,
METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), and the GIS User
Community
Copyright:© 2013 National Geographic Society, i-cubed



!H

!H

!H

!H

Grafton

Long Beech
Fern

Banks Rd

Brewster Ct

McAlpinCt

Washington Dr

N Main St

Wallace CtAle
xis Dr

Va
lky

rie
s C

ir

Ontario St

Vivian Dr

Plymouth Dr

Erie St

Hunting Hollow Hunters Chase

Fox Run

Kensington Dr

Hi
dd

en
 Ln

Main St

Yarmouth Rd

Woodland Chase

Novak Rd

Glendalough Ave

River Ridge Ct

Carrington Dr

Slife Rd

Indian Hollow Rd

Parsons Rd

Tim
be

r T
r l

Commerce Dr WellfleetDr

Grafton Rd

Arbor Ct

¬«57

Lorain
County

EATON
TOWNSHIP

LAGRANGE
TOWNSHIP

CARLISLE
TOWNSHIP

East Branch Black River

Den t Ditch

R
ob

sonDitch

17

18

19

16

Date: 12/15/2014

Drawn by: JPS

AVON LAKE GAS ADDITION PROJECTAVON LAKE GAS ADDITION PROJECT

-1:12,000

0 0.085 0.17 0.255 0.340.0425
Miles

Proposed RouteProposed Route

S:\NRG\Avon Lake\GIS\MXD\2014\04\Agency Maps
\AvonLake_ODNR_Mapbook_20141023_11x17.mxd

Legend
Above Ground Proposed Route 

Below Ground Proposed Route 

!H Mile Post

NWI Wetland

Ohio Wetland Inventory Wetland

Known Protected Species Occurance

Lake

River/Stream

County Boundary

Political Township Boundary

Municipal Boundary

Railroad

Lorain
County

Cuyahoga
County

Medina
County

Page: 9

Roads
Interstate
US Highway
State Highway

!"#$90

(/10

!(18

Topo Base Map Source: Sources: Esri, DeLorme, NAVTEQ,
TomTom, Intermap, iPC, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN,
GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan,
METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), and the GIS User
Community
Copyright:© 2013 National Geographic Society, i-cubed



!H

"

Proposed Tap
Location

Maple-ash-oak
swamp

La
tta

sb
ur

g-E
lyr

ia 
Rd

La
gr

an
ge

 R
d

Gondawood Ln

Crook St

Wh
ee

ler
 R

d

Parsons Rd

Ind
ian

 H
oll

ow
 R

d

¬«301

Lorain
County

EATON
TOWNSHIP

GRAFTON
TOWNSHIP

LAGRANGE
TOWNSHIP

CARLISLE
TOWNSHIP

Dent Ditch

East Branch Black River

East Branch Black River

19

Date: 12/15/2014

Drawn by: JPS

AVON LAKE GAS ADDITION PROJECTAVON LAKE GAS ADDITION PROJECT

-1:12,000

0 0.085 0.17 0.255 0.340.0425
Miles

Proposed RouteProposed Route

S:\NRG\Avon Lake\GIS\MXD\2014\04\Agency Maps
\AvonLake_ODNR_Mapbook_20141023_11x17.mxd

Legend
Above Ground Proposed Route 

Below Ground Proposed Route 

!H Mile Post

NWI Wetland

Ohio Wetland Inventory Wetland

Known Protected Species Occurance

Lake

River/Stream

County Boundary

Political Township Boundary

Municipal Boundary

Railroad

Lorain
County

Cuyahoga
County

Medina
County

Page: 10

Roads
Interstate
US Highway
State Highway

!"#$90

(/10

!(18

Topo Base Map Source: Sources: Esri, DeLorme, NAVTEQ,
TomTom, Intermap, iPC, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN,
GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan,
METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), and the GIS User
Community
Copyright:© 2013 National Geographic Society, i-cubed



CASE NO. 14-1717-GA-BLN 
LON 

AVON LAKE GAS ADDITION PROJECT  
PROPOSED NATURAL GAS PIPELINE 

 
 

 

ATTACHMENT I 

SECTION 404 WETLAND PERMIT APPLICATION  



 

 

Environmental 
Resources 
Management 

 
1701 Golf Road 
Suite 1-700 
Rolling Meadows, IL 
60008-4242 
 
+1 847 258 8900 
+1 847 258 8901 (fax) 
 

 

December 19, 2014 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Buffalo District, Regulatory Branch 
Keith Sendziak 
1776 Niagra Street 
Buffalo, NY 14207 
 
RE: Avon Lake Gas Addition Project 
 Lorain County, Ohio 
 
Dear Mr. Sendziak: 
 
The Avon Lake Power Plant is a 734 MW coal-fired generating facility located in Avon 
Lake, Ohio (“Power Plant”). The Power Plant is owned by NRG Power Midwest LP, 
which is an indirect subsidiary of NRG Energy, Inc. The Power Plant was slated for 
retirement by the facility’s prior owner as a result of significant expenditures required 
to meet increasingly stringent environmental requirements. NRG Power Midwest has 
decided to move ahead with a gas addition project (“Avon Lake Gas Addition Project” 
or “Project”), which will keep the facility in operation on natural gas beyond its planned 
deactivation date. To add natural gas as a fuel supply for the Power Plant, a new 
natural gas pipeline must be designed, permitted and constructed.  The Avon Lake Gas 
Addition Project will bring environmental, economic, employment and electric supply 
reliability benefits to the state of Ohio. The pipeline is anticipated to be in service by 
April 2016. The proposed pipeline will require siting approval from the Ohio Power 
Siting Board (“OPSB”), as well as permits and approvals from other local, State, and 
federal agencies. 
 
Wetland and Water Resources Delineation Report 
 
Environmental Resources Management (“ERM”), on behalf of  NRG Ohio Pipeline 
Company LLC (“NRG Ohio Pipeline”), delineated wetlands and other waters of the 
U.S. along the proposed natural gas pipeline within a survey corridor generally 200-feet 
in width and approximately 20-miles in length in May 2014. As negotiations with 
landowners for necessary easement rights along the proposed route progressed, route 
adjustments requested by landowners have been incorporated to the extent feasible, 
reasonable or appropriate. As a result, an additional field delineation study was 
completed in September 2014 where the route has been adjusted outside of the May 
2014 survey corridor. The enclosed Addendum to the July 2014 Wetland and Water 
Resources Delineation Report documents the results of the September 2014 field study. 
We request your continued concurrence of a Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination 



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
December 19, 2014 
Page 2 of 2 

 

such that all delineated wetlands and waters are considered jurisdictional to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
Nationwide Permit 12 Application 
 
Enclosed please find the required or supplemental attachments pertaining to the Avon 
Lake Gas Addition Project. The information enclosed herein may be amended as 
necessary or appropriate.  
 
Specific attachments include the following: 
 

• Application for Nationwide Permit 12 
• Supporting Information Document 
• Attachment A, Topographic Overview Map 
• Attachment B, Aerial Overview Map 
• Attachment C, Temporary Impact Table 
• Attachment D, Status of Other Approvals 
• Attachment E, Affected Landowner List 
• Attachment F, Typical Wetland and Water Crossing Diagrams  
• Attachment G, Wetland Mitigation Plan 
• Attachment H, Wetland Delineation Report 
• Attachment I, Wetland Delineation Report, Addendum I 
• Attachment J, Aerial Overview Maps (11x17) 
• Aquatic Resources Table 

 
ERM respectfully requests your review of the enclosed report and application materials. 
We understand that a separate water quality certification from the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency (“OEPA”) applies to the Project.  We are seeking the OEPA’s 
certification under separate cover contemporaneously with the submittal of this 
wetland permit application. 
 
If you have any questions or require additional information about the Project, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at (847) 258-8912, or via email at doni.murphy@erm.com. 
You may also contact Nate Rozic at (724) 597-8630, or via email at 
nathan.rozic@nrgenergy.com. Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Doni Murphy 
Partner 
 
Cc:   Nate Rozic, NRG 

Jeff Williams, ERM 
 Matt Teichert, ERM 
  









Application for Nationwide Permit #12 – Utility Line Activities 
NRG Ohio Pipeline Company LLC 
Avon Lake Gas Addition Project 

Lorain County, Ohio 
 
 

Application Form 4345 Additional Information 
 
Applicant: 
Applicant is NRG Ohio Pipeline Company LLC 
signed by: Alan Sawyer, Vice President 
 
Box 18 – Nature of Activity: 
 
The nature of the activity is to install approximately 20-miles of new 24-inch diameter high-grade steel 
natural gas pipeline.  A total of 39 wetlands and 15 streams will be temporally impacted by construction 
of the new pipeline.  No permanent filling of wetlands or streams will occur.  The Project will typically 
require a 50 foot permanent right-of-way (“ROW”) with an additional temporary construction 
workspace of up to 100 feet.  In some areas, both the permanent and temporary rights-of-way have 
been narrowed to reduce the potential for impact.  Additional temporary workspace areas outside of 
the temporary construction ROW will be needed for short durations during construction.  Construction 
of the pipeline will require soil disturbance to accommodate areas for trench excavation, side-casting of 
spoils, temporary storage of the new pipe and equipment/vehicular traffic.  Existing public and private 
roads will be utilized for access to most of the construction ROW; however, approximately 2.2 miles of 
25-foot-wide temporary access roads are anticipated.  All equipment/vehicular traffic in wetlands or 
stream will be on matting to minimize impacts to aquatic features.   
 
The pipeline installation will typically consist of an excavated open cut trench approximately 8-feet wide 
by 6-feet deep.  The excavated top soil will be excavated and stockpiled separately from the subsoil at 
all locations, such that at least 3-feet of cover is placed over the pipe.  All excavated material that will be 
temporarily side-cast into wetlands will be placed on geotextile fabric, timber matting or steel plating, 
whichever is most practical for the area.  Once the pipe has been laid in the trench, the subsoil and 
topsoil will then be backfilled, respectively, to pre-construction elevations.  The backfilled material that 
will be returned to the trench will consist of the same material removed from the trench, to the extent 
practicable.   
 
Horizontal directional drilling (“HDD”) will be utilized at locations of major highways, railroads, and some 
wetland and stream crossings.  HDD is a less intrusive installation method where no disturbance of the 
soil or vegetation is required between the HDD entrance/exit points.  There are eight HDD locations on 
the Project.   
 
The Project lies in a portion of Lorain County where forested wetlands comprise much of the forested 
areas not yet developed.  As such, the Project will affect approximately 42 acres of forested wetlands by 
converting them to a non-forested wetland.  These areas will require tree removal across the full 
construction workspace to allow for installation of the pipeline.  The cleared trees will be chipped and 
dispersed throughout the wetland as evenly and thinly as practical.  Trees will not be allowed to regrow 



within the permanent ROW.  No seeding will take place in wetlands beyond the provisions of any 
applicable permit as wetlands will generally be left to re-vegetate naturally.   
 
 
Box 21 – Type(s) of Material Being Discharged: 
 
The types of material being discharged are associated with the trench excavation required to install the 
proposed pipeline.  Soils excavated will be temporary side-cast into wetlands as described in Block 18.  
Once the pipe has been laid in the trench, the soils will be backfilled into the trench.  Soils that would be 
subject to discharge include silt loams, silty clay loams, sandy loams and loams.  USACE data forms for 
each wetland, including soil descriptions are included in Attachments G and H; Appendix C.  The amount 
of discharge for each specific wetland can be found in Attachment C.   
 
Box 22 – Surface Area of Wetlands or Other Water Filled: 
 
Temporary impacts resulting from the installation of the pipeline will result from the trench excavation 
required to install the pipeline.  The excavated material will be temporarily side-cast into wetlands as 
described in Box 18.  Separation and restoration of the topsoil from the subsoil will take place in 
wetlands and at stream crossings.  The total acreage of wetlands to be temporarily impacted is 59.4 
acres.  Of the 59.4 acres, 42 are palustrine forested (“PFO”) and will require conversion from PFO to 
palustrine emergent (“PEM”) wetland type.  Temporary stream impacts total 1,169 linear feet for 
intermittent streams and 79 linear feet for perennial streams.  Wetland and stream impact tables are 
included in this application (Attachment C).   
 
Box 23 – Description of Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensation: 
 
The construction limit of disturbance has been reduced throughout the Project area to the extent 
reasonable and practical, and further reduced when crossing wetlands.  Use of HDD will be used to 
minimize impact in certain areas.  
 
Project construction activities will expose bare soil and increase the potential for sedimentation of 
wetlands and erosion of upland areas adjacent to wetlands.  An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 
(“ESCP”) has been developed for this Project in accordance with the most stringent of the collective 
requirements of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, Lorain County, City of Avon Lake, City of Avon, City of Elyria and the 
City of North Ridgeville.  All erosion and sediment control and storm water pollution prevention 
measures, in addition to Best Management Practices (“BMPs”), will be duplicated under separate cover 
as the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (“SWPPP”).  The ESCP/SWPPP will be strictly adhered to 
throughout construction and restoration.  Attachment F displays the typical construction BMPs that will 
be used for this Project.   
 
Compensatory Mitigation will be required for this Project.  See the Wetland Mitigation Plan, Attachment 
G, for further detail. 
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

12/19/2014 12:34:57 PM

in

Case No(s). 14-1717-GA-BLN

Summary: Application of NRG Ohio Pipeline Company LLC continued - Attachments H (Part
5)-I (Part 1) electronically filed by Teresa  Orahood on behalf of Sally Bloomfield




