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RIDGE MACHINE & WELDING CO. 
1015 RAILROAD ST. 
P.O. BOX 190 

TORONTO, OHIO 43964 PHONE (740) 537-282 
FAX (740) 537-524 

OCTOBER 8, 2014 

THE HOIMORABLE JOHN KASICH 
GOVERNOR OF OHIO 
RIFFE CENTER, 30th STREET 
COLUMBUS, OH 43215-6117 

DEAR GOVERNOR KASICH: 
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ON BEHALF OF RIDGE MACHINE & WELDING CO. AND OUR SIX HARD WORKING 
EMPLOYEES, I WANT TO KEEP AFFORDABLE AND RELIABLE ELECTRICITY AVAI 
SUPPORT OUR ECONOMY IN THE YEARS AHEAD, 

FIRSTENERGY HAS BEEN A VALUABLE CUSTOMER OF MY COMPANY AND I BELIEVE THEY 
HAVE DONE AN EXCELLENT JOB KEEPING ELECTRIC PRICES AFFORDABLE FOR BUSINESSE 
AND CONSUMERS. HOWEVER, FIRSTENERGY AND OTHERS HAVE BEEN CHALLENGED IN 
RECENT YEARS BY REGULATORY ISSUES AND MARKET PRESSURES THAT HAVE LED TO THE 
CLOSINGG OF MANY OF OHIO'S LARGEST POWER PLANTS, AND MORE RETIREMENTS ARE 
EXPECTED. I'M CONCERNED THAT THESE FACTORS COULD DRIVE UP ELECTRICITY PRIC 
AND AFFECT THE RELIABILTY OF OUR SERVICES AT A TIME WHEN WE'RE STILL 
RECOVERING FROM A DIFFICULT ECONOMY. 

WE CAN'T AFFORD TO WAIT ON THE SIDELINES FOR THE MARKET TO REACT OR THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO INTERVENE. THE TIME IS NOW FOR OHIO TO TAKE ACTION 
AND SECURE OUR ENERGY FUTURE. 

THAT'S WHY I'M URGING YOUR SUPPORT OF FIRSTENERGY'S PROPOSED ELECTRIC 
SECURITY PLAN, POWERING OHIO'S PROGRESS, WHICH WILL HELP KEEP FUTURE 
PRICE INCREASES IN CHECK WHILE ENABLING OHIO TO PRESERVE ITS VITAL ENERGY 
RESOURCES. FIRSTENERGY'S PLAN ALSO PROVIDES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUNDING 
TO HELP OHIO CREATE MORE JOBS AND ATTRACT NEW BUSINESS GROWTH. 

WE TRULY APPRECIATE FIRSTENERGY'S COMMITMENT TO SERVING OHIO'S ENERGY NEEDS 
AND WE HOPE YOU WILL SUPPORT THIS SOLID PLAN FOR OUR STATE'S ENERGY FUTURR 
IN THE MEANTIME, WE WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOUR STAFF COULD DOCKET THIS 
LETTER AS PART OF THE RECORD IN THIS PROCEEDING (14-1297-EL-SSO) 

BEST REGARDS 

^-'^2.Cm..ek^ 

c c ; PUCO CHAIRMAN THOMAS W. JOHNSON 
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