
- ^ 

Before 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

In the matter of the Application of 
LOWER ELECTRIC, LLC. 
For certification as a Power Broker 

20". OCT-2 PH2:W 

, PUCO 

MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER 

Lower Electric, LLC (Lower Electric) is a Power Broker for both electricity and natural gas. It 

seeks certification as a Power Broker and, pursuant to Rule 4901-1-24 of the Ohio Administrative Code, 

hereby moves for a protective order to keep its Financial Statements, including balance sheets, cash 

flow statements and income statements as part of Exhibit C-3 to its application for certification, 

confidential and not part of the public record. The reasons underlying this nnotion are detailed in the 

attached Memorandum in Support. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ira Holtzman 
Lower Electric, LLC 
1307 Shermer Road 
Northbrook, Illinois 60062 
(847)272-0700 (phone) 
(847)498-4873 (fax) 
ira@lowerelectrlc.com 
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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 
OF MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER 

Lower Electric requests that the information designated as confidential - Exhibit C-3 (Financial 

Statements) - be protected from public disclosure. The information for which protection is sought covers 

Lower Electric's financial information. If that information was released to the public. It would harm 

Lower Electric and its competitive position by providing to Its competitors confidential and proprietary 

Information regarding what Is designated by statute to be competitive service. 

Rule 4901-1-24 of the Ohio Administrative Code provides that the Public Utilities Commission of 

Ohio may Issue an order that is necessary to protect the confidentiality of information contained on 

documents filed with the Commission's Docketing Division to the extent that state or federal law 

prohibits the release of the information and where non-disclosure of the information Is not consistent 

with the purposes of Title 49 of the Revised Code. The purpose of rules 4901-1-16 to 4901-1-24 appears 

In the Ohio Administrative Code, 4901-1-16 General provisions and scope of discovery: 

(A) The purpose of rules 4901-1-16 to 4901-1-24 of the Administrative Code 
is to encourage the prompt and expeditious use of prehearing discovery in order to 
facilitate thorough and adequate preparation for participation in commission 
proceedings. These rules are also intended to minimize commission intervention In the 
discovery process. 

In support of this petition Lower Electric, LLC states as follows: 

1. Lower Electric, LLC is an ABC licensed by the Illinois Commerce Commission to assist 

Illinois businesses and residential customers procure electric supply from licensed Alternative 

Retail Suppliers, (ARES). 

2. In the matter of applying for certification In the State of Ohio, no purpose would be 

served by publicly disclosing Lower Electric's financial statements, including income statements. 
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cash flow statements and balance sheets. Public disclosure of this information Is unlikely to 

assist the Commission in carrying out its duties under applicable rules. 

3. Lower Electric is a limited liability company and does not disclose this information to 

anyone outside its members and its financial advisors. This information is precisely the type of 

Information that companies go to great lengths to keep private. 

4. Lower Electric, LLC has submitted redacted versions of these documents to the Chief 

Clerk and to the Director of Financial Services. 

5. The redacted information contains competitive trade information and market sensitive 

information regarding Lower Electric that competitors could use to further their competitive 

position In the maricetplace. This information Is both proprietary and confidential, and public 

disclosure of this information would be detrimental to Lower Electric. 

WHEREFORE, Lower Electric, LLC respectfully requests that the Commission grant its motion to 

present the Financial Statements, to be included with Exhibit C-3 of its application for Certification as a 

Power Broker, under seal. 

Ira Holtzman 
Lower Electric, LLC 
1307 Shermer Road 
Northbrook, Illinois 60062 
(847)272-0700 (phone) 
(847)498-4873 (fax) 
ira@Iowerelectric.com 
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