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KELLER J, BLACKBURN 
Athens County Prosecuting Attorney 

Athens County Courthouse 
1 South Court Street 
Athens, Ohio 45701 

Phone: 740-592-3208 
Fax: 740-592-3291 

May 22, 2014 

Chairman Tom Johnson 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
c/o Docketing Department 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 

^i^.qe^-BL'^^ 

Dear Chairman Johnson: 

Please find enclosed an original and three (3) copies of the Southeastern Ohio Public Energy 
Aggregation Certificafion Application for filing with your office. 

If your staff should have any questions about this filing, they can contact John Haseley in my 
office. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

J^CuM^^^nz::. 

Keller J.Blackburn 
Athens County Prosecutor 
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The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer atid Service Provider • 180 East Broad Street 
• Columbus. OH 43215-3793 

mA 

m i.'l^Kras:l«:¥few 
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 

CERTIFICATION APPLICATION FOR GOVERNMENTAL AGGREGATORS 

Please print or type all required information. Identify all attachments with an exhibit label and 
title (Example: Exhibit A-5 Experience). All attachments should bear the legal name of the 
Applicant and should be included on the electronic copy provided. Applicants should file 
completed applications and all related correspondence with: Public Utilities Commission of 
Ohio, Docketing Division, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, OH 43215-3793. 

This PDF form is designed so that you may input information directly onto the form. 
You may also download the form, by saving it to your local disk, for later use. 

A. APPLICANT INFORMATION 

A-1 Applicant's name, address, telephone number, and web site address 

Name: Athens County 

Address: 15 South Court Street, Second Floor, Athens, Ohio 45701 
Telephone Number: 740-592-3219 
Web site address (if any): www.co.athensoh.org/Commissioners 

A-2 Exhibit A-2 "Authorizing Ordinance" provide a copy of the ordinance or resolution 
authorizing the formation of a governmental aggregation program adopted pursuant to 
Section 4928.20(A) of the Revised Code. 

See Exhibit A-2 (attached) 

A-3 Exhibit A-3 ^'Operation and Governance Plan" provide a copy of the applicant's plan 
or operation and governance of its aggregation program adopted pursuant to Section 
4928.20(C) of the Revised Code. The Operation and Govemance Plan explained in 
Exhibit A-3 should include: 

See Exhibit A-3 (attached) 

http://www.co.athensoh.org/Commissioners


A-4 Exhibit A-4 "Automatic Aggregation Disclosure" provide a copy of the disclosures required 
by Section 4928.20(D) of the Revised Code, if its aggregation program provides for automatic 
aggregation in accordance with Section 4928.20(A) of the Revised Code 

See Exhibit A-4 (attached) 

A-5 Exhibit A-5 "Experience" provide a detailed description of the applicant's experience and plan 
for providing aggregation services, including contracting with retail generation providers, 
providing billing statements, responding to customer inquiries and complaints, and complying 
with all applicable provisions of commission rules adopted pursuant to section 4928.10 of the 
Revised Code. 

See Exhibit A-5 (attached) 

A-6 Contact person for regulatory or emergency matters 

Name: Roger Wilkens 
Title: Aggregation Administrator 
Business address: 94 Columbus Road, Athens, Ohio 45701 
Telephone number; (740) -541-5340 Fax # (740) 593-5451 
E-mail address: athensaggregation@gmail.com 

A-7 Contact person for Commission Staff use in investigating customer complaints 

Name: Roger Wilkens 
Title: Aggregation Administrator 
Business address: 94 Columbus Road, Athens, Ohio 45701 
Telephone number: (740) -541-5340 Fax # (740) 593-5451 
E-mail address: alhensaggregation@gmaiI.com 

A-8 Applicant's address and toll-free number for customer service and 
complaints 

Address: 94 Columbus Road, Athens, Ohio 45701 
Toll-free telephone number: (740)-541-5340 
Fax #: (740)-593-5451 

Signature of Applicant & Title -^ 

Sworn and subscribed before me this o^ I day of V'V ^ y . ^ *^ 
Month Year 

rJUULuu. " i / T U h J g f ^ w J g - S S i c ^ \rVlcLrktn^, Mo-V-arvf P u b l i c 
Sigfiatjire of official administering oath Print Name and Title 

My commission expires on r-g-b • I ^ f *^0 f Q 

mailto:athensaggregation@gmail.com
mailto:alhensaggregation@gmaiI.com


Exhibit A-2 
Authorizing OrcJinance 

Certification of Athens County Election Results 

Athens County Resolution 

Certification of Athens City Election Results 

Athens City Ordinance 

Public Hearing Notifications 

Southeastern Ohio Public Energy Council 
Aggregation Certification Application 



FormNo. 127 Prescribed by Secretary'of State. (08/09) 

C E R T I F I C A T E O F R E S U L T O F E L E C T I O N O N Q U E S T I O N O R ISSUE 
Revised Code, Section 3501.11 

State of Ohio „^ , , ^ , , ^ 1 
County of A T H E N S } 

The Board of Elections of A T H E N S Couî ty hereby 

certifies that at the election held in the C O U N T Y OF ATHENS 
(Name of Subdivision) 

on the •̂* "̂- day of N O V E M B E R 2013 the vote cast on the following issue was 

as follows: 

Issue Shall the County of Athens have the authority to aggregate the retail electric loads 

located in the County of Athens, and for that purpose, enter into service agreements to facilitate for those 
(Tax levy, bond issue, miscellaneous question, etc.-describe fully) 

loads the sale and purchase of electricity, such aggregation to occur automatically except where 

any person elects to opt out? 

Votes YES 2,342 
(For, yes, etc.-as on ballot) (Number) 

Votes NO 2,149 
(No, against, etc.-as on ballot) (Number) 

Total vote cast on issue: 4,491 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto subscribed our names officially at 

Ohio, this 21st day N O V E M B E R ^ 2013 

(Number) 

ATHENS 

i 6 ^ ^ j u^44^ - ^ . 

—̂t 
Attest: 

ector 

BOARD OF ELFXTIONS 

A T H E N S County. Ohio 



Charlie Adkins 
cadkins(giathensoh. org 

Chris Chmiel 
cchiniel@athensoh.org 

Lenny Eliason, MPA 
leliason@athensoh.org 

V ^ 

15 South Court St. 
Athens, Ohio 45701 

(740)592-3219 
Visit us at our website: 

co.athensoh.org 

' * « 

% 

Jo Ann Sikorski 
ClcrkAdmin. Assistant 
jsikorski@athensoh.org 

Telephone (740) 592-3292 
Fax (740) 594-8010 

This is a resolution authorizing the Board of Athens County Commissioners to execute an agreement with the 
Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council for the purpose of jointly establishing and implementing an electricity 
aggregation program, pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code section 4928.20. 

Whereas, by joining the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council, Athens County will be able to act jointly with other 
political subdivisions that have authorized the Electricity Aggregation Program in their respective jurisdictions and 
thereby maxiniize the potential benefits of the electricity sourcing and economic development through group 
purchasing efforts. 

Whereas, by resolution of the Board of the Athens County Commissioners, directed the Athens County Board of 
Elections to submit a ballot question to the electors effecting a governmental electricity aggregation program with opt-
out provisions pursuant to section 4928.20of the Ohio Revised Code; and 

Whereas, on November 5,2013, the electors of the unincorporated areas of Athens County voted in the affimiative, 
giving the County of Athens the authority to aggregate the retail electric loads located within the unincorporated areas 
of Athens County to enter into service agreements to facilitate for those loads the sale and purchase of electricity, 
such aggregation to occur automatically except where any person elects to opt out. 

Signed the 14'̂  day of May, 2014. 

^ ^ 
Lenny Eliason, President 

Chris Chmiel 

-4- y^.. A 

Charlie Adkins 

The Board of Athens County Commissioners is an Affirmative Action employer 
and does not discriminate for reasons of race, gender, age, religion or disability. ® Printed on recycled paper 

mailto:cchiniel@athensoh.org
mailto:leliason@athensoh.org
http://co.athensoh.org
mailto:jsikorski@athensoh.org


FormNo 127 Prescnbedby Secretary of Stale. (08/09) 

CERTIFICATE OF RESULT OF ELECTION ON QUESTION OR ISSUE 
Revised Code, Section 3501 11 

State of Ohio 
County of ATHENS 

The Board of Elections of 

} 
ATHENS County hereby 

certifies that at the election held in the CITY OF ATHENS 

on the _day of_ 

(Name of Subdivision) 

^^13 the vote cast on the following issue was 

as follows: 

l5̂ ,je Shall the City of Athens have the authority to aggregate the retail electric loads 

located in the City of Athens, and for that purpose, enter into service agreements to facilitate for those 
(Tax levy, bond issue, miscellaneous question, etc -describe fully) 

loads the sale and purchase of electricity, such aggregation to occur automatically except where 

any person elects to opt out? 

Votes YES 1,067 

Votes 

(For, yes, etc -as on ballot) 

NO 

(Number) 

206 
(No, against, etc.-as on ballot) 

Total vote cast on issue: 

(Number) 

1,273 
(Number) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto subscribed our names officially at 

Ohio, this 21 St day N O V E M B E R . 2013 

ATHENS 

Attest: 

-'ud€u\^ 
Chair 

Director 

BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

ATHENS County, Ohio 



RECORD OF ORDINANCES 

ilAKKiTT BHOr/itRl, S>'JBUiMt>ii, SFKI^f.^lf.l D, Olili> foim 6220 

Ordinance Na 0-30-14 Passed S^. 2014 

1̂  

k 

Introduced by All Members of Council 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ATHENS TO 
EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE SOUTHEAST OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY 
COUNCIL FOR THE PURPOSE OF JOINTLY ESTABLISHING AND 
IMPLEMENTING AN ELECTRICITY AGGREGATION PROGRAM, PURSUANT 
TO OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 4928.20; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, by joining the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council, the City 
will be able to act jointly with other political subdivisions that have authorized the 
Electricity Aggregation Program in their respective jurisdictions and thereby 
maximize the potential benefits of the electricity sourcing and economic 
development through group purchasing efforts; and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 99-13, adopted on July 15, 2013, directed the 
Athens County Board of Elections to submit a ballot question to the electors 
effecting a governmental electricity aggregation program with opt-out provisions 
pursuant to section 4928.20 of the Ohio Revised Code; and 

WHEREAS, on November 5, 2013 the electors of the City voted in the 
affirmative, giving the City of Athens the authority to aggregate the retail electric 
loads located within the City and to enter into service agreements to facilitate for 
those loads the sale and purchase of electricity, such aggregation to occur 
automatically except where any person elects to opt out; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 

SECTION 1: The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute an agreement with 
the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council for the purpose of jointly establishing 
and implementing an Electricity Aggregation Program, pursuant to Ohio Revised 
Code Section 4928.20. 

SECTON II: This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for 
the preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of 
Athens, Ohio, in order to maximize the potential benefits of energy and economic 
development, and the advancement of sustainability goals as well as reduced 
electricity rates, and It shall be in full force fQd effect uponjte passage^and 
approval by the Mayor. 

t Clerk of Council 
a. 

Mayor 
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!X;Wt3vai. res((!«rita trwfil tal<t) ^ e (iccos 
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Exhibit A-3 
Operation and Governance Plan 

Southeastern Ohio Public Energy Council 

Aggregation Certification Application 



Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council 

Electric Plan of Operation 
& Governance 

For Member Communities 



Table of Contents 

Introduction P. 3 

Objectives for the Program P. 3 

Rates P. 4 

Steps for Communities in the Process P. 5 

Customer Involvement in the Program P. 6 

Opt-Out Process P. 6 

Customer Service P. 8 

Customer Protections P. 9 

Customer Complaints P. 10 

Altering or Amending the Plan P. 11 

Organizational Structure P. 11 

Organizational Structure Chart P. 13 

Certification P. 14 

Funding P. 14 



Introduction 

On November 5, 2013 the voters of Athens City and Athens County approved 
ballot measures that authorized government electrical aggregation. The City has 
agreed to be part of the County Aggregation program as permitted under Ohio 
Revised Code 4928.20(a). Both measures called for "opt-out" programs, which 
means that all AEP residential and certain business customers are included in the 
program unless they explicitly opt-out. As require by Ohio Law, the county 
commissioners and city council passed legislation that authorized submitting the 
selection of opt-out electrical aggregation to the voters. 

To comply with PUCO regulations Athens City and Athens County are joining 
together to form an "aggregation council", which will file with the PUCO for 
certification as a Government Aggregator. The following Plan of Operations and 
Govemance, which Athens City and Athens County developed, constitutes a 
portion of that application to the PUCO. As require by PUCO regulations the two 
hearings to soHcit public input on the plan were held on May 1,2014 and May 8, 
2014. Announcement of the hearings and a summary of the Plan were pubhshed in 
the Athens News on April 17, 2014 and April 24, 2014. Additional advertisements 
of the hearings were published in the Athens News and Athens Messenger prior to 
the hearings. 

Objectives for the Program: 

This Plan of Operation and Govemance has been developed for the Southeast 
Ohio Public Aggregation Council (SOPEC) on behalf of its two current members, 
Athens County and Athens City, and future members with plans to join the 
program. This plan includes all details related to operations of the collaborations 
between members, the procurement of energy supply, and the expectations of 
members for suppliers. This plan includes all information necessary for the 
certification of SOPEC by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio as a 
Govenmiental Aggregator under Ohio Revised Code 4928.21. This plan will not 
be adopted until public hearings are held in accordance with Section (C) of the 
above code provision. 

The specific goals of this governmental aggregation effort are as follows: 

1. To pursue reasonably price cost energy supply through the bargaining 
power of pooled customer aggregation purchases; 

2. To ensure maximum investment of energy generation dollars in local 
projects and energy options; 

3. To secure clean and sustainable energy sources as significant portions of 
community energy supply; 



4. To include in generation supply purchases investments in local energy 
efficiency investments; 

5. To provide an option for aggregation of all eligible consumers on a non­
discriminatory basis; 

6. To allow the eligible consumers who do not participate to opt-out; 
7. To ensure that suppliers provide quality, reliable service and customer 

service; 
8. To include to the extent possible government accoimts into the aggregation; 
9. To advance community economic and energy development goals; and 
10. To utilize local government powers and authorities to achieve these goals. 

The process of govenmiental aggregation under ORG 4928.21 defines two 
different types of aggregation that may be enacted by a governmental entity opt-in 
aggregation and opt-out aggregation. Opt-in aggregation can occur only with the 
prior consent of each electric customer. At this stage, SOPEC's founding members 
have both passed opt-out aggregation options. Under the opt-out aggregation 
provision, all electric customers within the boundaries of current SOPEC member 
boundaries will be automatically included in the Program. Such customers will be 
given prior notice entitling them to affirmatively elect not to be part of the 
Program. These customers can opt-out during a 21-day period. A similar opt-out 
period will be offered at least every three years during which Members can leave 
SOPEC's aggregation pool without paying a switching fee. Distribution services 
will continue as a function of the local utility; but SOPEC may request suppliers to 
take on billing responsibilities for customers participating in supplier led energy 
efficiency or distributed generation programs. The local utility will continue to 
own, furnish, install, calibrate, test and maintain all meters and associated 
equipment used for customer billing and retail energy settlement purposes. The 
local utility shall be the "provider of last resort" for customers not participating in 
the Program who have no other competitive Supplier. 

SOPEC will not assume title to electric generation. It will not buy and resell 
electric generation to the participants of the program. Instead SOPEC will 
negotiate a contract with a competitive retail electric Supplier to provide electric 
supply to the Members of fhe aggregation program. Billing and scheduling of 
electric loads shall be handled by the supplier or local utility. 

Rates 

Under PUCO orders, the local distribution company assigns the customer 
classification and corresponding character of service and associated regulated 
rates. These rates include a monthly customer charge, a distribution charge, a 
transmission charge, and an access charge. Although SOPEC may participate in 
regulatory proceedings and represent the interests of consumers regarding these 



regulated rates, it will not assign or alter existing customer classifications without 
the approval of the PUCO. 

The focus of the SOPEC Aggregation Program, as noted above, will be acquisition 
of competitive prices and terms for power supply. The prices will be set through a 
competitive request for proposals and contract and negotiation process, and will be 
indicated on the consumer bill as the "generation charge." Ohio law requires that a 
government aggregator separately price competitive retail electric services and 
that the prices be itemized on the bill of a customer or otherwise disclosed to the 
customer. The generation charge for each customer class, or any customer 
grouping by load factor or other appropriate pricing category, is expected to be 
lower than the utility's standard offer generation charge. All Supplier charges to 
the customer will be fully and prominently disclosed under the notification 
process. 

Steps for Communities in the Process 

SOPEC will administer the following steps to ensure a legally effective 
aggregation and power supply from the competitive market. SOPEC will take 
these steps on behalf of member communities, and suppliers shall react as follows: 

1. SOPEC shall develop and release a Request for Proposals that incorporates 
and addresses all of the goals expressed in section two of the Plan of 
Operation & Govemance 

2. Suppliers will respond to the SOPEC issued Request for Proposals; SOPEC 
and its agents will engage in direct negotiations with Suppliers 

3. SOPEC shall select suppliers and execute supply contracts with suppliers 
4. The local distribution utility for each member commimity shall supply its 

electronic list of eligible customers for those communities 
5. Notification of opt-out process described below will be undertaken by 

SOPEC in conjimction with the Supplier via U.S. mail and utilizing the 
customer list addresses; 

6. The Customer list will be revised by the SOPEC and the Supplier based 
upon the responses to the opt-out notice; which will then be transmitted to 
the appropriate distribution utility; 

7. The appropriate distribution utility for each member community will 
complete the administrative transfer of participating customers to the 
chosen supplier 

8. SOPEC will ensure the firm delivery of electric supply based on the terms 
and conditions of the supply contract 

9. SOPEC acts to protect fhe interests of member communities 



Customer Involvement in the Program 

An "eligible consumer" in fhe program shall be a consumer as to whom a 
competitive rate is available and is not akeady enrolled in a State of Ohio 
sponsored Aggregation Program for residential customers or is otherwise 
ineligible under utility or PUCO rules. Eligible consumers shall be notified of the 
Aggregation Program and terms and conditions of participation prior to initiation 
of services and be provided an opportunity to "opt-out" at no cost during a 21-day 
period specified in the terms and conditions of the Supply Contracts, 

Customers that shall not be included in a governmental aggregation program 
pursuant to utility or PUCO mles include the following: 

• A customer located in the certified territory of a non-profit electric supplier; 

• A customer served by transmission or distribution facilities of a municipal 
electric utility; 

• A customer that affirmatively chooses to be included on the PUCO's "do 
not aggregate" list; 

• A "mercantile customer" (defined as a commercial or industrial customer 
that consumes more than seven hundred thousand kilowatt hours per year 
or is part of a national account involving multiple facilities in one or more 
states) that fails to affirmatively elect to participate in an aggregation 
program; 

• A customer already in contract with another competitive retail electric 
service supplier; 

• A customer that has opted out of the governmental aggregation program; 

• A customer enrolled in the percentage of income payment plan (PIPP); 

• A customer that has a special arrangement with the distribution utility; and 

• A customer not located within the boundaries of the governmental 
aggregator's member commimities. 

Opt-Out Process 

During this 21-day period consumers may choose another competing supplier or 
other service offer from their local distribution company. Participating consumers 
will be given the opportunity every three years after the initiation of service to opt-
out. Participating consumers who choose to opt-out of the Aggregation Program 
after the initial 21-day period, but prior to the next three-year opt-out opportunity, 
may face an exit charge, which will be described in the opt-out notification. 



Consumers who relocate to a SOPEC member community (including those who 
move from a member community) and are new electric customers may participate 
in the program at the existing price and terms offered for that customer class, or 
other terms specified imder the supply contract. Such new electric consumer can 
also choose to opt-out of fhe Aggregation Program at no charge during the initial 
21-day period after relocation and at subsequent opt-out periods every three years. 

Prior to initiation of service, all eligible consumers shall be notified of the opt-out 
terms. The process of notification shall be as follows: 

1. A separate mailing 
2. Newspaper notices 
3. PubUc service announcements 
4. Posting of prominent notice in the local govenmient office building in each 

member community 

Prior to enrollment, notification shall be mailed in a timely marmer for receipt by 
consumers prior to their start of service day. The opt-out period is 21 days. The 
notification shall include the following elements: 

1. Information regarding the consumers right to decline and opt out service 
without penalty 

2. Information regarding the consumer right to opt-out of the program and 
return to Standard Offer service or competitive service with another 
supplier without penalty every three years; 

3. All charges to be made and a comparison of the primary terms of SOPEC's 
selected contract compared to the Standard Offer; 

4. Information about eligible energy efficiency and distributed energy 
customer options; and 

5. A consumer-friendly form to check off, sign and return to indicate a 
decision to opt-out of the program. 

Consumers that do not return the opt-out form within 21 days shall be 
automatically included in the Aggregation Program. 

To effectively activate the program, the local distribution shall provide an eligible 
customer list; this hst shall not be inclusive of customers whom have already 
selected a competitive supplier. This information must also include applicable 
meter numbers and other appropriate codes. Following the opt-out process, the 
supplier shall eliminate all customers who chose to opt-out from the electronic 
customer list. The revised electronic customer list shall be transmitted back to the 
local distribution utility for a customer transfer to the selected suppliers. Eligible 



customers on all billing cycles will be enrolled with the selected supplier with the 
beginning of a new billing cycle. 

Eligible customers who relocate to a SOPEC member community shall be 
included in the Aggregation Program, subject to their opportunity to opt-out. New 
customers shall be informed of this opportunity by the local distribution utility 
when they sign up for service. The supplier shall be notified of these eligible 
customers by the local distribution utility; and the supplier shall be responsible for 
any opt-out notice. 

Every three years, customers may be permitted to opt-out of the aggregation 
program at no fee. 

Consistent with the requirements of Ohio law and the regulations of the PUCO, 
termination of service may take place for non-payment of bills. Customers whose 
power supply is terminated by a selected Supplier will receive electric supply from 
their local distribution company. Customers may be considered for re-enrollment 
in the Aggregation Program once they have met the requirements of law and are 
current on bill payment. 

Customer Service 

Regarding all issues of consumer protection (including provisions relating to 
slanuning and blocking), SOPEC will ensure that the selected Supplier comply all 
statutes, rules and regulations currently in place and as may be amended from time 
to time. SOPEC will provide on-going consumer education in member 
communities through public service annoimcements, posting of information, 
media press releases, advertising, and direct mailing depending on the subject and 
appropriate venue. SOPEC will also assist member communities with all required 
notifications, information, and public hearings. 

SOPEC will ensure that consumers are provided with adequate, accurate and 
understandable pricing and terms and conditions of service, including any fees, 
opt-out opportunities, including the conditions imder which a consumer may 
rescind a contract without penalty. 

The selected supplier shall utihze the billing services of the local distribution 
company to render timely billings to each participating customer; except where 
bills will be directly managed by the Supplier for the purposes of providing energy 
efficiency, distributed generation or other options as specified imder contract. 

All bills shall comply with PUCO rules, regulations, and requirements regarding 
the essential components and formats. Credit and collection processes concerning 



billing will remain the sole responsibility of the selected Supplier and the local 
distribution company as provided by state law. Under no circumstances shall 
SOPEC have any responsibility for payment of any bills. 

Unless otherwise specified in the Supply Contract, all billing shall be based on the 
meter readings generated by meters of the distribution company at the consumer 
facilities. Consumer bill shall be rendered monthly. Customers are required to 
remit and comply with the payment terms of the distribution company and/or the 
Supplier. Billing may take place through the distribution company at the 
Supplier's option. In the event that necessary billing data is not received from the 
distribution company in time to prepare monthly bills, the Supplier reserves the 
right to issue a bill based on an estimate of the participating consmner's usage for 
that billing period. Any over-charge or imder-charge will be accounted for in the 
next billing period for which actual meter data is available. 

Consumer Protections 

The following consumer protection provisions are anticipated to be contained in a 
Supply Contract: 

1. Title to and risk of loss with respect to the electric energy will transfer from 
the Supplier to participating consimiers at the Point-of-Sale, which is the 
customer's side of the meter. 

2. Energy delivered pursuant to the Supply Contract will begin on the first 
meter reading date following the scheduled initiation of service date for 
each rate class or customer group, or individual customer as described in 
the Supply Contract, or as soon as necessary arrangements can be made 
with the distribution company thereafter and will end on fhe last meter 
reading date prior to the expiration date. The Supplier has the right to 
request a "special" meter reading by the distribution company to initiate 
energy delivery and agrees to accept all costs (if any) for such meter 
reading. The participating customer also has such a right, and similarly 
would bear the costs (if any) of such special meter reading. 

3. Recognizing that electricity provided under the Supply Contract shall be 
ultimately delivered by the distribution company, to the extent permitted by 
law, the Supplier shall not be liable for any damage to a participating 
consumer's equipment or facilities, or any economic losses, resulting 
direcUy or indirectly from any service interruption, power outage, voltage 
or amperage fluctuations, discontinuance of service, reversal of service, 
irregular service or similar problems beyond the Supplier's reasonable 
control. To the extent permitted by law, except as expressly stated in the 
Supply Contract, the Supplier will make no representation or warranty, 
express or implied (including warranty of merchantability or of fitness for a 



particular purpose), with respect to the provision of services and electric 
energy. 

4. Given the increasing interest in and need for high levels of reliability, the 
Supply Contact will help assure that participating consumers in SOPEC 
member communities receive power supply with reliability equal to that of 
native load customers for the distribution company. The Supplier is 
providing generation and transmission services, and participating 
consumers must rely upon the distribution company for regional 
transmission, and local transmission and distribution services for ultimate 
delivery of electricity where rehability problems occur. However, within 
the scope of electric energy supplier obligations, the Supplier shall take or 
adopt all reasonable steps or measures to avoid any urmecessary outages, 
service interruptions, capacity shortages, curtailments of power supply, 
voltage reductions, and any other interference or disruption of electric 
supply to Point-of-Delivery, and shall give the highest priority of supply to 
the electricity made available under the Supply Contract consistent with the 
requirements of law and equivalent to network service available to native 
load customers. 

Consumer Complaints 

It is important that consumer complaints be directed to the proper party. The 
selected Supplier shall ensure that each participating consumer receives a printed 
copy of a toll-free number to call regarding service problems or billing questions. 
The Supplier shall refer reliability, line repair, or service interruption, and billing 
issues to the local distribution company. The Supplier shall handle all complaints 
in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. Problems regarding the 
selected Supplier can be directed to SOPEC or the PUCO. SOPEC will continue to 
monitor the selected Suppher for compliance with consumer protection provisions 
in the Supply Contract and timely resolution of consumer problems. Problems 
regarding the selected Supplier(s) can be directed to SOPEC or the PUCO. 
Customers may contact the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio for assistance at 
1-800-686-7826 (toll free) or for TTY at 1-800-686-1570 (toll free) from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. weekdays, or at www.PUCO.ohio.gov. Residential customers may 
also contact the Ohio Consumers' Counsel for assistance with complaints and 
utility issues at 1-877-742-5622 (toll free) from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays, 
or at www.pickocc.org. SOPEC can be contacted at 
athensaggregation@gmail.com or 740-541-5340. 

At the request of SOPEC, the selected Supplier shall provide a periodic summary 
of die number and types of customer service issues and complaints that arose to 
date, and the status of resolution of those issues and complaints. If such reports 

http://www.PUCO.ohio.gov
http://www.pickocc.org
mailto:athensaggregation@gmail.com


indicate problem in the selected Supplier's service, SOPEC will pursue timely 
remedial action or consider the Supplier in breach of the Supply Contract terms. 

Altering or Amending the Plan 

The SOPEC Aggregation Program may be terminated for participating consumers 
in two ways: 

1. Upon the termination or expiration of the power supply contract for all 
member communities without any extension, renewal, or subsequent supply 
contract being negotiated; or 

2. At the decision of an individual member conmiunity to cancel its 
membership in SOPEC. 

In the event of termination, each customer receiving power supply services under 
the Aggregation Program will receive notification of termination of the program, 
ninety days prior, SOPEC shall utilize appropriate processes for entering, 
modifying, enforcing, and terminating agreements pertinent to the Aggregation 
Program consistent with the requirements of local ordinances or resolutions, state 
and federal law. Other agreements shall be entered, modified, or terminated in 
compliance with the law and according to the express provision of any negotiated 
agreements. 

Organizational Structure 

Each SOPEC member community shall have one representative in fhe SOPEC 
Assembly; which will serve as fhe legislative body for the organization. Members 
shall elect a Board of Directors. The Board of Directors of SOPEC shall oversee 
the implementation and operation of the Aggregation Program consistent with the 
provisions of die Ohio Revised Code 4928.21 and die Bylaws of the SOPEC 
organization. 

SOPEC shall act as agent for member commimities to establish the Aggregation 
Program in accordance with law and to provide managerial, technical, and 
financial resources to acquire service and other guarantees sufficient to protect 
consumers and the electric distribution utility. SOPEC may contract with service 
providers to achieve this purpose. 

Outiine of Stmcture: 

I. Community Citizens: Consumers can influence the program dirough 
elections that put in place officials that will appoint and control die 
assembly members. 



2. Member Communities Legislative Bodies: Local officials appoint and 
control the votes and actions of assembly members. 

3. SOPEC Assembly: This is the legislative body of the organization, reviews 
its policies and contracts, and votes in the Board of Directors. 

4. SOPEC Board of Directors: The Board of Directors shall manage the day-
to-day operations of SOPEC, and may appoint agents and contract for 
services, and shall keep the Assembly informed of such actions. 

5. Service Suppliers: Suppliers will contract with SOPEC to provide retail 
electric supply, energy efficiency, and local energy as part of contracts; and 
will report to SOPEC in carrying out these responsibilities. 

6. Member Community Participating Consumers: Participants will benefit 
from negotiation leverage, opportunity to participate in energy efficiency 
programs, and local economic development through increased deployment 
of energy dollars in the local community 



SOPEC Member Electric Aggregation Program 
Organizational Structure 

Member Community Particpating Consumers 
Elect Public Officials 

Member Community Legislative Bodies 
Appoint and Instruct SOPEC Representatives 

SOPEC Assembly 
Decides Policy, Programs, Budgets & Contracts 

SOPEC Board of Directors 
Oversees Program, Employees, Consultants 
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Service Suppliers 
Deliver Services 
Under Contract 
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Admiiustrator and 
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Particpating Consumers 

Use Services 



Certification 

No governmental aggregator shall send an opt-out disclosure notice to potential 
customers of an aggregation prior to the governmental aggregator being certified 
by the commission. The certification of governmental aggregators is governed by 
Chapter 4901:1-21-16 of the Ohio Administrative Code and Section 4928.20 of 
the Ohio Revised Code. Section 4928.20 of the Ohio Revised Code allows 
municipalities to join together and combine their resources for development and 
implementation of a electric aggregation program. 

Aggregation Program Funding 

SOPEC offers member communities the opportunity to gain market leverage, 
share resources, and reduce administrative and other costs for developing, 
implementing and providing oversight for the Aggregation Program. Funding for 
these activities is anticipated to be provided by the selected Supplier(s) with an 
appropriate kilowatt hour charge to all participating consumers to cover costs of 
the program. This charge will be a fraction of a mill (less than one tenth of one 
cent) per kilowatt hour. Such funds will be collected by the Supplier and paid to 
SOPEC. In the event additional funding for SOPEC is required, each SOPEC 
member may be assessed an annual fee pursuant to the agreement establishing 
SOPEC, The fundmg will be utilized for all Aggregation Program Operations. 



Exhibit A-4 
Automatic Aggregation 
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Southeastern Ohio Public Energy Council 

Aggregation Certification Application 



DRAFT 

[CRES Supplier Name & Address] 
IDate] 

Dear Athens County Resident: 

Athens County, working through its Governmental Aggregation Program, called the Soutiieast Ohio Public 
Energy Council (SOPEC), has selected [CRES Supplier] as its supplier of electric service. SOPEC has 
negotiated a [TBD/Kwh] price for residents of Athens County for the period of [TBD]. More information 
is contained in the accompanying terms and conditions. This letter informs you that, pursuant to Ohio 
Revised Code Section 4928.20, you have the right to opt-out of the program without charge. 

At this time you have the following three options concerning your electric supply: 

Option 1. You can participate in Athens County's aggregation program, and 
enjoy the favorable rates and other electric services we have negotiated for you. 
If you wish to participate in the program, there is no need to take any action. 
There is no charge for enrollment and you will not be charged a switching fee. 

Option 2. You can opt-out of the program and shop for and negotiate a contract on your 
own; or 

Option 3. You can opt-out of the program and return to AEP as your supplier of electric. 

Athens County officials have negotiated an electric supply contract with [CRES Supplier] on behalf of all 
Athens County residents who wish to participate in the aggregation program. Both Athens County and 
[CRES Supplier] are certified by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio to provide this service. This 
program has been authorized by the Athens County Commissioners through an ordinance and subsequent 
voter approval. This phase of the aggregation program will begin with your [Month Year] billing cycle 
and end with your [Month Year] billing cycle. 

The terms and conditions of the offer we have negotiated on your behalf are included in this mailing. If you 
have any questions about the Athens County electric supply program or you options, please contact [CRES 
Supplier] at 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX. They are standing by to answer any questions you may have. 

You will be automatically enrolled in Athens County *s Electric Aggregation Program unless you choose 
to "opt out" - that is, not participate. There is no cost for enrollment and you do not need to do anything to 
be included. If you choose to opt-out of this program, you will revert to service by AEP, unless and until 
you choose another supplier. 

If you want to be excluded from the Athens County Electric Aggregation Program, you must return the 
enclosed "Opt-Out" form to the [CRES Supplier]. The return form must he postmarked no later than 21 
days from the postmark on this notice. You may also opt-out by calling [CRES Supplier]; toll free at 1-
XXX-XXX-XXXX, If you do not opt out at this time, you will be enrolled in the program until it exphes in 
[Month Year]. At that time, you will again have the chance to opt out of the program with no penalty. 
Every participant will be allowed to leave the program at least once every three years without incurring any 
penalty. 

Please note that if you remain in the aggregation group, you will receive a letter from AEP advising you of 
your impending transfer to [CRES Supplier] and advising you to contact them if you do not want to be in 
the Program. Unless you have decided not to participate in the aggregation program, you do not need to do 
anything with that letter or take any other action. 



Warning: If you are already under contract with a competitive retail electric service provider, you may 
incur a contract termination fee or other charges if you fail to opt-out of the aggregation. 

In Ohio's deregulated electric environment, AEP will continue to maintain the power line system that 
delivers electricity to your home or business. You will continue to receive a single bill from AEP your 
electric service, but it will mclude an elecfric supply charge from {CRES Supplier] and sales tax charge on 
cost of the electric supply in place of the bundled rate you have been paying AEP. You will still contact 
AEP regarding loss of electric service or for any other concerns or issues having to do with your local 
electric service. Budget billing and automatic billing options will continue to be available through AEP. 

If you have any questions, call [CRES Supplier] at 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX from X:XX am to X:XX pm 
EST, Monday through Friday. For general information on elecfric deregulation in Ohio, you can also visit 
the Web Sites at Ohio Consumer's Counsel (www.pickocc.org) or the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
(www. PVCO.ohio.sov). 

Sincerely, 

Chris Chmiel 
Athens County Commissioner 

P.S. Remember to return the "Opt-Out" form or call [CRES Supplier] only if you do not want to 
participate in the Athens County Electric Aggregation Program. 

O p t - O u t F o r m for A t h e n s C o u n t y Elec t r ic G o v e r n m e n t a l Aggregat ion P r o g r a m 

By returning this signed form, you will be excluded from the opportunity to join other customers in the 
Athens County Electric Aggregation Program. 

I wish to opt out of the Athens County Electric I I 
Governmental Aggr^ation Program. (Check box to opt out) I — • 

AEP account holder name (please print clearly): 

Your account number as it appears on your AEP elecfric bill 

Service address (address, state and zip): 

Phone number; Date:_ 

Account holder's signature: 

Mail by [MM/DD/YYYY] to: Athens County Elecfric Governmental Aggregation Program 
[CRES Supplier Address] Or 
Call prior to X:XX pm Monday - Friday at 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX 

http://www.pickocc.org
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Experience 

Athens County routinely negotiates for services and supplies that benefit residents and has vast 
experience in negotiating contracts, contracting procedures and providing common services to 
Athens County residents. Some examples of services provided include: 

• Solid Waste 

• Water and Sewer 

• Health 

• Emergency Medical 

• Emergency Management 

• Tourism 

• Veterans 

• Human Services 

Because of the importance of energy aggregation to Athens County, the County has hired an 
Aggregation Administrator to: 

• Assist in drafting and implementing the plan of operation and govemance; 

• Help to lead the public hearing process; 

• Coordinate efforts of Athens County, the City of Athens, and local govemments 
interested in participating in the County's aggregation plan; 

• Assist in day-to-day administration of the program; 

• Assist in designing and issuing the Request for Proposals, analyze supplier responses and 
provide recommendations for final agreements; and 

• Write and prepare regular reports as required by the County, the City of Athens, other 
participating local govemments, the PUCO and the Ohio Consumer's Council. 
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Charlie Adkins 
cadkins@athensoh.org 

Chris Chmiel 
cchmiel@athcnsoh.org 

Lenny Eliason, MPA 
leliason@athensoh.org 
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15 South Court St. 
Athens, Ohio 45701 

(740)592-3219 
Visit us at our website: 

co.athensoh.org 

JoAnn Sikorski 
Clerk/Admin. Assistant 
jsikorski@athensoh.org 

Telephone (740) 592-3292 
Fax (740) 594-8010 

AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF OHIO 
COUNTY OF ATHENS 

I Chris Chmiel, having been duly cautioned and sworn, states that the following facts are tme based on his persona! knowledge. 

l l a m a Commissioner of the County of Athens, Ohio and serve as Agent for the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council ("SOPEC"). 

2.1 executed and caused to be filed with the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio on Mav14,2014. SOPEC's application for certification as a 

governmental aggregator ("Application"). 

3. To assist in providing services as a governmental aggregator for the communities that form SOPEC's membership, SOPEC will contract with 

a certified retail electric generation supplier ("Supplier") for electricity supply, development, and management services. 

4. SOPEC will file with the Commission, at least ten buaness days prior to providing retail electric generation service to a customer in tliis state, 

the following: 

Infonnation as fo Supplier, including: 

The legal name of Supplier; 

A statement that a valid contract exists between SOPEC and Supplier 

A detailed summary of the contact, Including all services provided thereunder; and 

IV. Documentatiwi and evidence to demonstrate Supplier's capability to meet the application certification re 

quirements where appropriate. 

b. A copy of the automatic aggregation disctosure required by Section 4928.20(D) of the Revised Code. 

SOPEC is unable to provide such information at this time because it has not entered a final contract with Supplier. 

(Name) 

Swom before me and subscribed in my presence ttiis t l day of I ^ \ ^VU-^ 2014. 

"^ ig^a ture of official administering oath 

V 

Print Name and Title 

My Commission Expires on 6 j h \ , 7 ^ - l ') 

(For Notary Pubflcs Only) ' 

£^^^r^% JoAnn Sikorski 
\ Notary Public 

1 *1 In and for the State of Ohio 
^ My Commission Expires on 

' " ^ ^ ^ ^ August3,2015 

The Board of Athens County Commissioners is an Affirmative Action employer 
and does not dismminate for reasons of raee, gender, age, religion or disabiiity. ® printed on recycled paper 
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AFFIDAVIT 

STATE OF OHIO 

COUNTY OF ATHENS 

t̂ aui Wiehl ., havitig been duly cautioned and sworn, states that the following facts are true 

based on his personal knowledge. 

t. 1 am the Mayor oi'Uie City of Athens, Ohio and serve as Agent for the Southeast Ohio Public 

Energy Council ("SOPEC"). 

2. I executed and caused to be filed with the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio on May. 15.. 20.14 

_, SOPEC's application for certification as a governmental aggregator ("Application"). 

3. To assist in providing services as a governmental aggregator for the communities that form SOP 

EC's membership, SOPEC will contract with a certified retail electric generation supplier ("Supplier") for 

electricity supply, development, and management services. 

4. SOPEC will file with the Commission, at least ten business days prior to providing retail electric 

generation service to a customer in this st^e, the following; 

a. InformaticOT as to Supplier, including: 

i. The legal name of Supplier; 

ii. A statement that a valid contract exists between SOPEC and 

Supplier; 

iii. A detailed summary of the contact, including all services 

provided thereunder; and 

iv. Documentation and evidence to demonstrate Supplier's capability 

to meet the application certification requirements where 

^propriate, 

b. A copy of the automatic aggregation disclosure required by Section 

4928.20(D) of the Revised Code. 

5. SOPEC is unable to provide such information at this time because it has not entered a final contr 

act with Supplier, 

(Name) 

Swom before me and subscribed in my presence this \ ^ day of ^^Cvyj., 2QI4. 

Signature of official administering oath vV^^aii*/"''/ 

SWAcnc 'h^M ^ jô L̂MiiA, / ^ i ^ ^ % Sharlene Bails 
Print Name and Title | A ^ ^ ^ ^ * | Notary Pllblic Ohio 

,̂v, \v- % ^ ^ ^ ^ P I My Commission Exp 09/30/18 
My Commission Expires on i\4^^ \ ^ ^kfî ^^^^^M^ 
{For Notary Publics Only) ^ ' ^ A 5 ^ ^ 

/ 


