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Director, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
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Public Member 
Ohio House of Representatives 

Ohio Senate 
Executive Director 

Kim Wissman 

James M. Caldwell, President 
R. Douglas Corcoran, Vice President 
Stephen A. Neal, Commissioner 
Board of Commissioners of Ross County 
2 North Paint Street, Suite H, Courthouse 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 

Re: Biers Run - Hopetown - Delano 138 kV Transmission Line Project (Case No. 13-0429-EL-BTX) 

Commissioners, 

Thank you for contacting the Ohio Power Siting Board regarding American Electric Power Transmission Company's 
(AEP) proposed Biers Run - Hopetown - Delano 138 kV Transmission Line Project. Your correspondence has been 
docketed in case number 13-0429-EL-BTX. 

The Board's staff is in the midst of conducting an investigation ofthe proposed transmission line and will present 
recommendations to the Board in its Staff Report of Investigation within the next several months. The staff will 
review the proposed routes and evaluate eight statutory criteria that include impacts to land use, public services, and 
cultural and ecological resources, among others. 

xa 

With respect to route selection, AEP has proposed a Preferred (blue) and an Alternate (red) route. AEP chose these 
routes based upon a route selection study performed by their siting consultant, as well as public input received during 
an informational meeting held in Chillicothe in May 2013. A discussion of AEP's Route Alternatives Analysis is <D 
available in "part 2" of their application. & 

Specific to aviation issues, AEP is required to coordinate with the Federal Aviation Administration and the Ohio .^ 
Department of Transportation Division of Aviation to determine if their proposal would have an effect on navigable ^ 
airspace, and, if applicable, develop appropriate mitigation measures. The Board's staff will also review any potenti^^ 
impacts to aviation in their report. 

Local residents and officials are encouraged to participate in the siting process by submitting correspondence and 
testifying at a local hearing to be scheduled in the near future. 1 have attached a fact sheet that further explains how g Q 3 
the public can participate in Board proceedings, as well as a flow chart that describes Ohio's power siting process, -H 
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Once scheduled, details about the upcoming local public hearing will be published in the local newspaper and 
available on the Board's website at www.opsb.ohio.gov. In the meantime, I encourage you to visit our website to 
review AEP's application and an interactive map ofthe proposed transmission line. 
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Again, thank you for your interest in this case. If you have any additional questions or concerns, please contact the j ^ 'Q, 
Board at (866) 270-6772. 

Veiy truly yours. 
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180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 

(866) 270-6772 
www.OPSB.ohio.gov 
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An equal opportunity employer and service provider 

http://www.opsb.ohio.gov
http://www.OPSB.ohio.gov


THE GREAT SEAL COUNTY OF OHIO * THE STATE'S FIRST CAPITAL 
2 NORTH PAINT STREET, SUITE H, COURTHOUSE • CHILLICOTHE, OHIO 45601 

TELEPHONE: 740-702-3085 TDD • FAX; 740-774-1602 • (877)727-3085 

web address: http://www.rosscountycommissioners.com • Email: rccomm@rosscountycommissloners.com 

March 7,2014 

Ohio Power Siting Board 
Attn: Chairman Todd Snitchler 
180 E. Broad Sbreet 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 

Dear Chairman Snitchler: 

Phone: 740-773-9279 

JAMES M. CALDWELL 
306 Fairway Avenue 
Ctiillicotlie, Otrio 45601 
Phone: 740-775-9141 

STEPHEN A. NEAL 
72 Sharon Road 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 
Phone: 740-774-2460 

R. DOUGLAS CORCORAN ̂ ® ^^^^ County Board of Commissioners have received numerous complaints 
271 Granite Cliff Drive regarding both the red and blue options ofthe proposed construction for a 139kv 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 electric transmission line by American Electric Power (AEP) from the new 

Bier's Run power station currently under construction to the SR 104 station. 

We believe nether option is satisfactory. From our perspective it seems hke 
taking the line through the Pleasant Valley Wildlife area is the best option and 
must be explored more thoroughly. Most citizens we've talked with agree tihiat 
this makes the most sense. We concur. There already is another power lme that 
goes through this wildlife area. 

We respectfully make a formal request that the Ohio Power Siting Board 
consider this as another option before making any final decision regarding this 
matter. Additionally, we have some serious concems with the location ofthe 
proposed "red line" m relation to the Ross County Shoemaker Airport. We 
believe that the 95' high poles would infringe upon the height restrictions for 
approaches under Part 77 ofthe Federal Aviation Regulations. Your response 
to our request/concerns at your earliest convenience would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

of Commissioners of Ross County, Ohio 

dwellxPrcsident d 

Corcoran, Vice Presidej 

Stephen A. Neal 

http://www.rosscountycommissioners.com
mailto:rccomm@rosscountycommissloners.com


Ohio Power Siting 
Board 

www.OPSB.ohio.gov 
(866) 270-OPSB (6772) 

Public Participation in the OPSB Process 
Residents and public officials living in and around the proposed project area of an Ohio Power Siting Board 
(OPSB) case are often interested in receiving information about the case and participating in the power 
siting process. There are a variety of ways to stay informed and make your voice heard. Please contact 
us with your questions and concerns. The Board and its staff are interested in hearing from you. 

What is the Ohio Power Siting Board? 
The OPSB reviews applications for the construction of major utility facilities, including electric power 
plants and transmission lines, gas transmission lines, and wind farms. Comprised of seven voting 
members, the Board is chaired by the Chairman ofthe Public Utilities Commission of Ohio. The other 
voting members include the directors ofthe Ohio Development Services Agency, the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the Ohio departments of Agriculture, Health, and Natural Resources, as well as a 
public member appointed by the governor. Four non-voting members, two from the Ohio Senate and two 
from the Ohio House of Representatives, also sit on the Board. 

What is in a power 
siting application? 
In the application, the 
developer must 
describe the proposed 
facility and its impact 
on the surrounding 
area. The application 
for a transmission line 
or substation must 
contain information on 
both a preferred and an 
alternate site/route. 
The "preferred" 
designation does not 
indicate any favor or 
prior approval ofthe Board, 

How can I see a copy ofthe application? 
After the application is determined to be 
complete by the Board, legal notices are 
published in newspapers in areas impacted by 
the proposed facility. The legal notice includes a 
listing of area libraries where a copy ofthe 
application may be viewed. The application can 
also be viewed online at www.OPSB.ohio.gov. 

Who is involved in the 
siting process? 
Parties to the case include 
the applicant, the Board's 
technical staff, and other 
persons or entities that 
have requested and been 
granted intervener status. 

The applicant in has the 
burden to prove that the 
apphcation meets the 
statutory requirements 
and should be approved. 

The Board staff 
investigates the application and files a report of 
investigation in the case. The staff report serves 
only as a recommendation, and the Board 
members have final decision-making authority. 

Interveners are persons or entities who wish to 
participate in the evidentiary hearing by 
presenting pre-filed testimony and/or evidence 
and cross examining other parties' witnesses. To 
become an intervener, one must file a request in 
the case by the deadline set in the case. 

n www.Facebook.com/OhioPSB Updated March 11, 2014 

http://www.OPSB.ohio.gov
http://www.OPSB.ohio.gov
http://www.Facebook.com/OhioPSB


How can i participate? 

Public Informational Meeting 
Before filing an application to build a new facility, 
the developer is required to hold a public 
informational meeting. The purpose of this 
meeting is for company representatives to inform 
stakeholders about plans to file an application 
with the OPSB. The meeting also serves as an 
opportunity to gather input and hear the public's 
concerns, which the company considers in 
developing its apphcation. OPSB representatives 
are on-hand to discuss the siting process and 
public participation. 

Local Public Hearing 
Once the company submits its application, the 
OPSB staff scrutinizes the plan, makes a formal 
request for comments from other agencies and 
parties, and then makes a recommendation to the 
Board members. After the 
OPSB staff makes its 
recommendation, a 
formal public hearing is 
held. At this hearing hosted 
by the OPSB, members of 
the public provide sworn 
testimony that becomes 
part ofthe case 
record considered by the 
Board. 

hearing provides the Board with information 
about the reaction ofthe local community to the 
proposed appUcation and becomes part ofthe 
official record that the Board considers before 
making its decision. 

The purpose ofthe evidentiary hearing is to allow 
parties to the case to provide sworn pre-Filed 
testimony and cross examine witnesses. This 
hearing forms the evidentiary record that the 
Board will consider in arriving at its formal 
decision on the case. 

Because the two hearings serve separate 
functions, no person (including any person who 
has been granted intervention) is allowed to 
testify at both the local public hearing and the 
evidentiary hearing. A person may only testify at 
the local hearing on behalf of an intervener, if the 
intervener agrees, on the record, to withdraw as 

an intervener. 

Where can I learn more? 

Visit www/. OPSB. Ohio, gov 

View case documents 
Subscribe to updates & news releases 

View the events calendar 

Submit Written Comments 
Interested persons are 
encouraged to submit 
written comments to 
the OPSB. In order to be 
filed in the case record, 
submissions must include 
the case number. 

What is the difference between a local public 
hearing and an evidentiary hearing? 

The purpose ofthe local public hearing is to 
gather sworn statements concerning the 
application from members ofthe affected public 
who are not actual parties to the case. This 

contactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us 

866-270-6772 

Ohio Power Siting Board 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

What happens once the 
hearings are complete? 
Once the hearings are 
complete, the parties may 
be allowed to file 
briefs. Once that process is 
completed, the Board's 
administrative law judge 
will draft a proposed 
decision for consideration 
by the Board. This process 
can take up to 90 days after 
completion ofthe record 
depending on the case. 

Once the draft proposal is 
ready, the administrative 
law judge will provide it to 

the Board for consideration at one of its 
scheduled agenda meetings. Once the Board 
issues its decision, parties have 30 days to seek 
an appeal ofthe decision with the Board. If an 
appeal is filed, the Board then has 30 days from 
the date the appeal is filed to rule on the request 
for appeal. 

www.Facebook.com/OhioPSB 

mailto:contactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us
http://www.Facebook.com/OhioPSB
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Ohio Power Siting 
Board 

www.OPSB.ohio.gov 
(866) 270-OPSB (6772) 

Electric Transmission FAQ 
Electric transmission lines carry electricity from power generation facilities to areas where electricity is 
needed. The Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB] reviews and certificates the siting of electric transmission 
lines of 125 kilovolts (kV) or more within Ohio. The OPSB also reviews the siting of transmission 
substations. 

What is behind the recent increase in electric transmission upgrades? 
The retirement of coal-burning power plants as a result of federal environmental requirements has affected 
the supply of electricity in Ohio and across the region. In order to meet these changes and maintain and 
improve system reliability, Ohio's utilities are installing new transmission infrastructure to reroute power 
across the electric grid. Many of these upgrades are required by PJM Interconnection, the regional 
transmission organization that is charged with monitoring the reliability ofthe electric transmission grid in 
Ohio. Additionally, as transmission system ages, regular repairs and upgrades are needed. 

How do utilities present their transmission line 
applications to the OPSB? 
Utilities must provide a 'preferred' and an 
'alternate' route to the OPSB. These dual 
proposals are based on extensive route studies, 
and both routes must be viable for construction. 
Utilities may also seek the OPSB's approval to 
submit projects with a 'common route,' where all 
or parts ofthe proposed preferred and alternate 
routes run in the same location. Use of a common 
route is often granted when the routes use 
existing right-of-way or when environmental 
constraints limit the number of viable route 
locations. 

Depending upon the scope and purpose ofthe 
project, applicants are required to submit a 

Where are electric transmission lines standard certificate application, letter of 
constructed? notification application, or construction notice 
Electric transmission lines are constructed within application to the OPSB. These three methods of 
a right-of-way owned by a utility company or seeking Board approval dictate the length ofthe 
acquired under an easement with the property review and approval process, 
owner. Utilities may acquiring new right-of-way, 
rebuilding existing structures with a current 
right-of-way, utilizing "open-arm" positions on an 
existing structure, or a combinations of these 
scenarios to site a new transmission line. 

n www.Facebook.com/OhioPSB Updated March 11, 2014 
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What are substations? 
Electric transmission lines connect to substations - facilities comprised of transformers, circuit breakers, 
and other electricity control equipment. Substations perform multiple purposes: stepping electricity levels 
up or down, transferring power from the transmission system to a distribution system, collecting power 
from generation facilities, or functioning as a switching station for rerouting electricity on the grid. A 
substation is considered a 'transmission' facility under OPSB jurisdiction if the voltage into and out ofthe 
station is equal to or exceeds 125 kV. 

Generat ion Transmission Distr ibut ion 

Power Plant Substation Transmission Structure 

What criteria are considered when siting an electric transmission line or substation? 
The OPSB considers the following when siting an electric transmission project: 

• The probable environmental impact ofthe proposed facility 
• Whether the facility represents the minimum adverse environmental impact, considering available 

technology and the nature and economics of alternatives 
• The need for any transmission facility 
• That the facility is consistent with regional plans for expansion ofthe electric power grid serving 

Ohio and interconnected systems and that the facility will serve the interests of electric system 
economy and reliability 

• That the facility will comply with all air and water pollution and solid waste disposal laws and 
regulations 

• That the facility will serve the public interest, convenience, and necessity 
• The facility's impact on the continued agricultural viability of any land in an existing agricultural 

district 
• That the facility incorporates maximum feasible water conservation practices considering available 

technology 

Where can I learn more? 

Visit www. OPSB. oliio. gov 

View case documents 
Subscribe to updates & news releases 

View the events calendar 

contactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us 

866-270-6772 
Ohio Power Siting Board 

180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

mailto:contactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us

