
BEFORE 
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Power Company for Authority to Merge ) 
and Related Approvals. ) 

ENTRY 

The Commission finds: 

(1) On October 18, 2010, Ohio Power Company (OP) and 
Columbus Southern Power Company (CSP) (jointly. 
Applicants) filed an application with the Commission for 
approval to merge pursuant to an Agreement and Plan of 
Merger (Merger Agreement). 

(2) OP and CSP are electric light companies and public utilities as 
defined in Sections 4905.02 and 4905.03(A), Revised Code, and, 
as such, are subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission. 
Applicants are also electric suppliers as defined in Section 
4933.81, Revised Code. 

(3) The application offers that the Applicants are corporations 
under the laws of the state of Ohio and wholly owned 
subsidiaries of American Electric Power Company, Inc. Under 
the proposed Merger Agreement, CSP will merge into OP and 
OP will be the surviving entity with all outstanding shares of 
CSP common stock cancelled and replaced with OP common 
stock. As the surviving entity, the Applicants recognize that 
OP will succeed to and possess and enjoy all of CSP's rights, 
privileges, powers, and franchises as well as he subject to all of 
the restrictions, disabilities, liabilities, and duties of CSP. 
Further, as the surviving corporation, the Applicants accept 
that, under Ohio law, OP will assume all the obligations of CSP 
without any further Commission action. OP will provide retail 
electric service to customers within CSFs certified territory 
under CSFs rates, terms and conditions of service xmtil the 
Commission approves new rates, terms and conditions for OP 
after the merger. The Applicants represent that the merger of 
CSP into OP will not have a detrimental impact on CSFs 
customers as to cost of service or in the adequacy and reliability 
of service. 
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Further, the Applicants state that CSP and OP have been jointiy 
managed and operated for years and that the merger will 
provide additional efficiencies in the form of the reduction of 
administrative requirements, annual fees paid and regtdatory 
efficiencies. CSP and OP further reason that the merger will 
reduce barriers to the deployment of new technologies and to 
research and development projects. CSP and OP assert that the 
approval of the merger will promote the public convenience 
and result in the provision of adequate service for a reasonable 
rate, rental, toll, or charge. To the extent that the Commission 
determines it has jurisdiction, the Applicants request 
Commission approval of the merger. The Applicants further 
state that nothing in Titie 49 of the Revised Code requires any 
particular procedure for the Commission's review of the 
merger, and there is no reason for notice and a hearing because 
the merger will not result in any change in control of CSP, the 
rates charged or services provided. 

(4) As described in the application, the proposed merger will not 
result in a change in the control of CSP and, thus, is not subject 
to review imder Section 4905.402(B), Revised Code. The 
Commission finds, however, that in accordance with our 
general supervisory authority under Section 4905.06, Revised 
Code, that a review of the proposed merger is necessary to 
ensure that the merger will promote the public interest £ind not 
adversely affect any class of CSP or OP customer within the 
Commission's jurisdiction. 

(5) In order to begin the process of determining the nature and 
scope of our review of this matter, the Commission will allow 
interested persons to file comments and reply comments. 
Therefore, any interested person may file comments in this 
docket by no later than February 25, 2011. The comments 
should specifically identify and discuss the issues which the 
Commission should consider. Reply comments may be filed by 
no later than March 11, 2011. Following the receipt of the 
comments and reply comments, the Commission will 
determine the scope and nature of its review and whether a 
hearing is necessary. 

It is, therefore. 
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ORDERED, That interested persons may file comments by no later than February 
25, 2011, and reply comments should be filed by no later than March 11,2011, as described 
in Finding (5). It is, further, 

ORDERED, That a copy of this entry be served upon all parties and interested 
persons of record. 
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