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January 4, 2011 

 

Mr. John Heppner 
American Electric Power 
700 Morrison Road 
Gahanna, OH 43230-8520 
 
 
 
 
Re: Roberts-OSU 138kV Transmission Line Project: Golden-Winged Warbler Habitat Report  
 
 

Dear Mr. Heppner: 

URS Corporation (URS) was retained by American Electric Power (AEP) to identify golden-

winged warbler habitat along the Roberts-OSU 138 kV Transmission Line Project in response to 

part of the “Recommended Conditions of Certificate” from the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) 

Staff Report. The proposed project has been reviewed and approved (Case No. 08-170-EL-BTX) 

by the OPSB.  The OPSB certificate contains 24 conditions, one of which (5) pertains to the golden-

winged warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera): 

“That, prior to construction, the applicant shall identify likely golden winged warbler 

habitat within the project corridor. If identified, the applicant shall endeavor to limit 

impacts to this habitat particularly during the typical nesting season of May 15 to July 15. If 

the applicant must impact likely golden winged warbler habitat during the nesting period, a 

survey shall be performed prior to the proceeding to determine if this species is present. The 

survey results shall be reviewed and accepted by Staff prior to construction.”   

This condition appears to be based on comments received by the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources (ODNR) Division of Wildlife (DOW).  In a letter dated May 2, 2008, URS requested 

ODNR-DOW’s comments concerning AEP’s proposed Roberts-OSU 138 kV Transmission Line 

Project.  On the behalf of ODNR, Mr. David Graham, responded via letter to Mr. Matthew 

Thomayer at URS on May 7, 2008.  In the letter, Mr. Graham identified several protected species 

that are or could be within the project area, including the golden-winged warbler. A copy of this 

correspondence is attached to this letter. The golden-winged warbler is considered by the State of 

Ohio to be an endangered species. Golden-winged warblers are typically spring/summer 

residents and could potentially occur in any part of Ohio. Golden-winged warblers inhabit 
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overgrown pastures, brushy habitats in early succession, and briery woodland edges. Golden-

winged warblers' nests are built on or near the ground in dense herbaceous cover. ODNR-DOW 

stated that if shrub-dominated habitat such as successional fields, woodlands edges, and clearings 

are present within the project area, construction must not occur during the species’ nesting period 

of May 15 to July 15.  

In response to Condition 5, URS has identified potential habitat areas for the golden-winged 

warbler along the proposed project. Evaluation of potential habitat areas was conducted based on 

current land-use obtained from aerial photograph review and field observations by URS during 

ecological delineations/assessments conducted in March 2008 through August 2010.  URS 

identified three separate areas (Area 1 through 3) along the proposed project as potential habitat 

for golden-winged warblers. The locations and approximate extents of the potential habitat areas 

are shown on Figures 1-3.   

After reviewing available literature and reviewing the potential habitat areas that will be crossed by 

the Project construction, AEP will avoid impacting Areas 1 and 2 by not clearing during the golden-

winged warbler’s nesting period from May 15 through July 15 as indicated in the ODNR May 7, 

2008 letter. By restricting the clearing to outside the dates provided by ODNR, AEP believes that 

additional studies on habitat or presence/absence studies for the golden-winged warbler are not 

warranted.  AEP will also avoid any clearing impacts to Area 3, which is located near the west bank 

of the Olentangy River, due to the plans of horizontal directional drilling (HDD) of this river. The 

use of HDD in the project design for this waterbody crossing will limit impact and avoid clearing 

activities to Area 3.    

The potential habitat identified in Area 1 is currently directly under an existing overhead electric 

transmission line.  This type of habitat, specifically without any tall trees, is compatible to grow 

within the right-of-way of an overhead electric transmission lines.  Therefore, after construction 

Area 1 will be allowed to return to its current state. 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this report, please do not hesitate to contact the 

undersigned.
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Sincerely,  
 
 
URS CORPORATION 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Benjamin Otto 
Environmental Scientist 
 
 

 
 
James Nicholas, Ph.D. 
Principal Scientist 
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

1/10/2011 3:37:32 PM

in

Case No(s). 08-0170-EL-BTX

Summary: Notice electronically filed by Mr. Matthew J Satterwhite on behalf of Columbus
Southern Power Company




