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Dearborn Repor t ing S e r v i c e s 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

PUBLIC HEARING 

IN RE: CASE NO. 08-1344-GA-EXM 

June 11, 2009 

PUCO Local Public Hearing for Application of 

Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a General 

Exemption of Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales 

Services or Ancillary Services, taken before me, the 

undersigned, Christine Leisure, an RPR and Notary 

Public in and for the State of Ohio, at the Parma City 

Hall, 6611 Ridge Road, Parma, Ohio 44130, commencing 

at 6:00 p.m. the day and date above set forth. 
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1 MS. PIRIK: This will begin the 

^ formal portion of the proceeding, and it 

^ will be transcribed. So I will begin by 

^ stating that the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio has assigned for 

public hearing at this time and place, 

Case No. 08-1344-GA-EXM, which is 

captioned in the Matter of the 

Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, 

Inc. for Approval of a General Exemption 

^̂  of Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales 

^̂  Services or Ancillary Services. 

•̂^ My name is Christine Pirik. I 

^̂  am an attorney examiner with the Public 

Utility Commission, and I have been 

assigned to hear this case. Along with 

me is Commissioner Cheryl Roberto, and 

she be presiding this evening. 

In addition, there are 

commission personnel. Matt Butler, Dan 

Harrington who are here, along with the 

commissioner, myself, and willing to 

answer any questions that you might 

have. There are company personnel, as 

well as personnel from the office of 
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Consumers' Counsel who would be happy to 

answer any questions that you have. 

Tonight's proceeding is for the 

purpose of receiving your input and your 

testimony as to the application that is 

currently before the Commission. 

At this time I will take 

appearances on behalf of the parties 

that are here this evening. 

On behalf of the company? 

MR. CREEKMUR: Thank you, Your 
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^̂  Honor. On behalf of Columbia Gas of 
13 

14 

15 

Ohio, Incorporated, Daniel A. Creekmur, 

200 Civic Center Drive, Columbus, Ohio, 

43215. 

^̂  MS. PIRIK: On behalf of the 

Office of Consumer's Counsel? 

MR. SERIO: Thank you. Your 

Honor. On behalf of residential utility 

customers of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc., 

Janeen Migden-Ostrander, Consumers' 

Counsel, Joseph P. Serio. 

MS. PIRIK: Thank you. There 

are a number of interveners and parties 

^̂  in this case. Approximately 19 
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^ different entities, including marketers, 

^ residential consumers, and different 

^ aggregators have moved to intervene in 

^ this case. 

^ This hearing today in Parma is 

^ one of four local hearings that the 

^ Commission is holding. The Commission 

^ held one on June 9th in Columbus, Ohio. 

^ In a couple of weeks we will be holding 

^̂  one in Toledo, Ohio and one in Athens, 

^̂  Ohio that will give the public 

^̂  opportunity to come forward and give 

^̂  their input into the application. 

•̂̂  In addition, the Commission has 

^̂  set up a schedule that allows interested 

^̂  individuals to file comments by June 

^̂  25th of this month, if they have 

^̂  anything that they would like to say 

^̂  about the proposal. 

^̂  And finally, the Commission has 

^̂  set an evidentiary hearing where the 

^̂  parties in this case will come forward 

^̂  and voice any comments or issues that 

^̂  they may have with the application 

^̂  before the Commission. And that 

1375 East Ninth Street 877-777-7828 - 216-298-4888 

Cleveland, OH 44114 Fax: 216-298-4880 
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^ evidentiary hearing is scheduled to 

^ commence on August 24th at the offices 

^ the Commission in Columbus, Ohio. 

^ Again, the purpose of this 

^ hearing is for us to hear what the 

^ public has to say about the application 

~' before us. 

^ When you arrived, you were 

given the opportunity to sign up to 

testify. If you haven't signed up and 

you choose to do so, I will ask at that 

time. And you are perfectly welcome to 

^̂  come forward. 

^̂  At this time I will call our 

^̂  first witness. 

^̂  Ray Rosenberger. 

MR. ROSENBERGER: Correct. 

MS. PIRIK: Thank you. Please 

step forward. I think the microphone is 

on, so — first I will ask you to raise 

your right hand to take an oath. 

22 RAY ROSENBERGER, 

2̂  After having been first duly sworn, as 

hereinafter certified, was examined and testified 
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^ MS. PIRIK: Thank you. Could 

2 you please state your name, and the 

^ spelling of your name, and your address, 

^ for the record? 

^ MR. ROSENBERGER: My name is 

^ Ray Rosenberger. Last name is spelled 

^ R-0-S-E-N-B-E-R-G-E-R. My address is 

^ 6232 North Cantebury Road, Parma, Ohio, 

^ 44129, 

°̂ MS. PIRIK: Thank you. 

^̂  MR. ROSENBERGER: I guess my 

2̂ comments will be very brief. One, 

utility bills in and of themselves have 

become so confusing that the consumer no 

longer can understand it, no longer can 

forecast it, no longer can estimate it, 

and certainly can no longer participate 

in the decision process. 

I speak just for myself, in a 

way, this evening. And I was told that 

2̂  there are 1.3 million customers of 

22 Columbia. And in that I don't know how 

many, but let's just say 30^000 

residential customers in the City of 

2̂  Parma. And when one individual shows 
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^ up, I have to ask why. And I believe 

2 that there should be a modification to 

the procedure for solicitation of people 

to testify. 

And I asked if the utility 

company had sent out a notice with their 

billings that there would be a PUCO 

hearing. And I was told they had not 

done that. And I wonder, not only about 

with this utility, but other utilities, 

why they have not done that. 

I can't speak to the particular 

proposal because, again, I go back to it 

being so confusing, not only this 

^̂  utility, but all the utilities. I can 

offer my last month's gas bill and ask 

them to telling me, if this proposal is 

adopted what that bill would be. And 

that's the closest I could come to 

making a decision. Thank you. 

MS. PIRIK: Thank you very 

22 much. 

2̂  Is there anyone else present 

who would like to make a statement or 

has comments that they would like to 
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share with us? 

Seeing none. Commissioner 

Roberto, would you like to say 

anything? 

MS. ROBERTO: I would just 

like to thank you for your participation 

this evening and for everyone else who 

came out to hear about the information. i 

It is important for the Commission to 1 

that hear. I thank you for taking the 1 

time this evening. 1 

MS. PIRIK: Thank you all very i 

much for coming. At this time we'll 1 

adjourn the hearing. Thank you. 1 
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The State of Ohio, ) 
) SS: CERTIFICATE 

County of Cuyahoga. ) 
I, Katrina L. Dearborn, Notary Public within and 

for the State of Ohio, duly commissioned and 
qualified, do hereby certify that the within-named 
witnesses were first duly sworn to testify the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth in the 
cause aforesaid; that the testimony then given by 
him/her was by me reduced to stenotypy in the presence 
of said witness, afterwards transcribed on a computer, 
and that the foregoing is a true and correct 
transcript of the testimony so given by him/her as 
aforesaid. 

I do further certify that this hearing was taken 
at the time and place in the foregoing caption 
specified and was completed without adjournment. 

I do further certify that I am not a relative, 
employee of, or attorney for any of the parties in the 
above-captioned action; I am not a relative or 
employee of an attorney for any of the parties in the 
above-captioned action; I am not financially 
interested in the action; I am not, nor is the court 
reporting firm with which I am affiliated, under a 
contract as defined in Civil Rule 28(D); nor am I 
otherwise interested in the event of this action. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my seal of office at Cleveland, Ohio on this 
22nd day of June, 20JD9. ^ 

••• / ^ . / 

y 

Katr ina L. Dearborn, Notary Publ ic 
I'h and for tfhe S t a t e of Ohio. 
My commission e x p i r e s 11-02-10. 
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