
BEFORE 

THE PUBUC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

Ll the Matter of the American Recovery 
and Rekivestment Ad of 2009 - Ohio RaU 
Corp. Lincoln Highway Grade Crossing 
Improvement Projed in Columbiana 
County. 

ENTRY 

The Commission finds: 

Case No, 09-491-RR-FED 

(1) On June 10, 2009, tiie Commission's raifroad staff filed a 
memorandum stating that the Ohio RaU Development 
Commission (OIUXl) has encumbered funding provided by the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Ad of 2009 (ARRA) to 
upgrade the drcuitry, instaU new mast mounted flashing Ughts, 
and instaU a high type grade crossing surface at the foUowing 
crossing: 

LmcoLi Highway/US 30 (DOT#503^55W) 

Staff stated that the crossing is located in Columbiana County, 
near Minerva, and is operated over by OHI-RAIL Corp. (OHI-
RAIL), 

(2) In its memorandum, staff stated that this projed is actual cost, 
that ARRA reimbursable costs shall not exceed $250,000, and 
that any costs exceeding the ARRA funding shaU be 
reimbursed from ORDC's safety funding. In addition, staff 
requested that the foUowing language be induded in the entry 
ordering the crossing upgrades: 

ARRA FUNDED PROJECT 

Funding for this contrad has been provided 
through the ARRA, and is subjed to the reporting 
and operational requfrements of ARRA. Each 
contrador, induding the raifroad and both prime 
and subcontradors, are subjed to aucUt by federal or 
state authorities, FaUure to comply with the terms 
herein may result in cancellation, termination, or 
suspension of the contrad, ki whole or in part. 
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(3) Staff recommended authorization for preliminary engineering 
ivithin 90 days and a construction deadline of one year for the 
projed-

(4) Om-RAIL shall submit to tiie Commission and ORDC by 
September 22,2009, site plans and cost estimates for the projed. 
Within seven days thereafter, OHI-RAIL shaU fUe a letter in this 
docket advising that the site plans and costs estimates have 
been submitted to the Commission and ORDC Following 
submission and approval of the site plans and cost estimates by 
ORDC, and, unless otherwise dfreded, OHI-RAIL is hereby 
authorized to acqufre projed materials and to commence 
construction as detaUed in the letter of construction 
authorization. OHI-RAIL shall notify staff at least five working 
days before the date work is schediUed to begin at the sites of 
the projed so that anangements can be made for inspections. 
In addition, OHI-RAIL shaU notify staff of any changes in the 
scope of work, cost ovenuns, materials, etc., which are not in 
the approved plans and estimates and secure approval before 
the work is performed. The Commission vriU issue no further 
construction authorization. Further, the construction of active 
warning devices at the grade crossing should be completed by 
June 24,2010. 

(5) In order to expedite the activation of the warning devices, the 
Commission no longer requfres raifroad companies to delay 
such activation pendkig final inspection by staff. However, 
Om-RAIL should notify staff and ORDC 30 days before tiie 
projeded date of completion. At the time the Commission or 
ORDC staff makes its final inspections of the devices and if it 
finds that the identified instaUation is completed and the 
warning devices have been put in service, staff should file a 
memorandum in this docket indicating that the instaUation is 
completed and the warning devices have been put in service. 

(6) With the intention of promoting increased pubUc safety during 
the pendency of the projeds, the Commission urges the 
appropriate local government agency to make an immediate 
assessment of interim physical improvements, which would 
enhance driver awareness at the crossing. The Commission 
may provide assistance in funding improvements such as 
rumble strips, iUumination, signs, or other safety enhancements 
at the locations of the projed, AppUcations for such ftmding 
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should be made to the Commission's Transportation 
Department, RaU Division, which shaU review aU proposals. In 
the event the department finds the improvements appropriate, 
the department dfredor is hereby authorized to execute a 
contrad with the local government agency, and obligate up to 
$5,000 from the State Grade Crossing Safety Fund for such 
improvements at the projed location. However, the lcx:al 
government agency should not initiate any improvements until 
a contrad has been executed. 

It is, therefore, 

ORDERED, That OHI-RAIL submit to the Commission and ORDC site plans and 
cost estimates for the projeds by September 22,2009. It is, further, 

ORDERED, That, by September 29, 2009, OHI-RAIL file a letter ki this docket 
advising that it has submitted site plans and cost estimates to the Commission and ORDC 
It is, further, 

ORDERED, That, foUowing approval of site plans and cost estimates by ORDC, 
OHI-RAIL proceed with and complete the projeds by June 24,2010, It is, further, 

ORDERED, That OHI-RAIL foUow tiie detaUed kistmdions as outUned m the 
ORDC letter of construction authorization. It is, further, 

ORDERED, That OHI-RAIL notify staff at least five workkig days before the date 
work is scheduled to begin at the sites of the projeds so that anangements can be made for 
inspections. It is, further, 

ORDERED, OHI-RAIL notify staff of any changes in the scope of work, cost 
overruns, materials, etc. which are not in the approved plans and estimate, and shall 
secure approval before the work is performed. It is, further, 

ORDERED, That OHI-RAIL notify tiie Commission and ORDC 30 days before tiie 
projeded date of completion. It is, further, 

ORDERED, That, at tiie tkne staff or OREX: makes its final kispections and if it finds 
that the installation at the grade crossing is completed and the warning devices have been 
put in service, staff wiU file a memorandum in this docket indicating that the instaUation is 
completed and the warning devices have been put in service. It is, further. 
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ORDERED, That copies of this entry be served upon the OHI-RAIL and its counsd, 
ORDC, the Ohio Department of Transportation Distrid 11, and aU interested persons of 
record. 

THE PUBUC UnUTIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

Alan R. Schnber, Chairman 

Paul A. CentoleUa 

Valerie A. Lemmie 

Ronda Hartman Fergjis 

t ^ ^ ^ ^ e ^ T ^ 
ChAvl L. Roberto 

DEF;geb 

Entered in the Joumal 
JUN 24 2009 

Rene^ J. Jenkins 
Secretary 


