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Commission of Ohio

Memo

To:  Docketing Division \%\
r%" ,'

From: George Martin, Grade Crossing Planner, Rail Divisio

Re: In the matter of the authorization of Norfolk Southern Railway and Cleveland Commercial
Railroad to install active grade crossing warning devices Cuyahoga County

Date: June 3, 2009

The Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) has authorized funding for Norfolk Southern Railway
{NS) and Cleveland Commercial Railroad (CCRL) to install active grade crossing warning devices at
the fcllowing location:

Cuyahoga County, City of Garfield Heights, McCracken Rd/CR 65, DOT# 524-232N

NS operates two main line tracks at the crossing. CCRL operates a single main track approximately
100 feet east of NS. The same DOT number identifies this location.

On September 23, 2008 the crossing was surveyed by the Commission, ORDC, ODOT, NS and
CCRL, and was found to warrant an upgrade. Specifically, the railrcads are authorized to install
improvements as identified under the Diagncstic Team Recommendations on page three of the survey
form (attached). These improvements will be actual cost and will be federally funded.

Staff requests an Entry with pfans and estimates to be submitted to the Commission and ORDC within
90 days and completion within one year. Upen approval of the plans and estimates by ORDC
construction may commence, A suggested case coding and heading would be:

PUCQ Case No. 0%- 'f’&z? -RR-FED In the matter of the authorizaticn of Norfolk Southern

Railway and Cleveland Commercial Railroad 1o install aclive grade crossing warning devices in
Cuyahoga County

C: Legal Departrment

Please serve the following parties of record.
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Ms Susan Kirkland
Ohio Rail Development Comimission
50 W Broad St, 15" Floor

Columbus, Oh 43215

Mr Rick Ray
Norfolk Southern Railway
1200 Peachtres St NE, Box 123

Atlanta, Ga 30309

Mr Mike Kole
Cleveland Commercial Railroad
29930 Pettibone Rd

Glenwillow, Oh 44139
Mayor Thomas J. Longo

5407 Turney Rd
Garfield Heights, Oh 44125
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OHIO RAIL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

TO: George Martin, Planner, Railroad DPivision, PUCO
FROM: Susan Kirkland, Manager, Safety Section, ORD M/
BY: Mike Forte’, Project Manager, Safety Section, ORDC

SUBJECT: Grade Crossing Warning Device Project
Cuyahoga County, McCraken Road
Norfolk Southern Railroad (NS) & Cleveland Commercial Railway (CCRL)
AAR # 524 232N

DATE: June 1, 2009

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) and the Ohio Rail Development Commission
selected the subject crossing as a priority selection for warning device improvement in late
summer 2008, The project came about via an Angels on Track Foundation Dangerous Crossing
Report that resulted in a zero train count in the Ohio database being increased to 55 trains per
day. This dramatic change elevated the hazard ranking to six. A diagnostic review was
scheduled for September 23, 2008, the ORDC attended the review,

The ORDC will fund the project at a 100% reimbursement to both NS and CCRL,

Please issue an Order for the upgrade of the crossing with improvements made as directed on the
attached diagnostic form. Please have a copy of the review form added to the PUCO formal
docket and distribute copies of the form to both railroads with the PUCO Order.

This construction authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that any field
work needs prior approval before the work begins. This authorization is made with the
stipulation and understanding that an approved estimate may contain entries for items or
activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal participation during the project
audit.

Thank you for your assistance with these matters,

Aftachment (Diagnostic Review)

¢: Mike Forte’ (file)
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Type of Warning Devices Installed? Quantity/Commaents
Advance Waraing Signs Yos 1 Neo 2
'Seap’ Signs ] Yes X Ne
‘Stop Ahead’ Signs (7] Yes PR Na
Pavement Markings (7] Yes No
Crossbucks ¥ Yes (] Ne
Number of Tragks Signs m Yes ] No
fnventery Tags 0] Yes C1No
Incerconnocted Highway Traffic Signal [;llcs 4_.& No
Mast-Mounted Flashing Lights 24 Yes ] No o
Cantilever Flashing Lights (7] Yes & No Number: lengeh: %
Side Ligh;g Yos [:I_No 1 5 T an N3 FFon ﬂﬂ"-l’E Ry I s
Autornatic Gates Yes ] No Number:  od. Longeh: &4 cen J4'wWS
Bells (K] Yes [1Ne 2.
Sidewalk Gate Arms () Yes ix :o
‘Ne Tura' Signs O ‘Y(cs _@ N°
liluminatian % = F:!J Mo
- ?
s crossing flagged by train crew: @J’cs = LT 2T _/Mﬂ_ P —
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s

Initial Information {from databasc) ) Revised
Number & datas of crashes In provious § yoars | 1/12/98, 5/20/02, 8/3/04, 2/25/08, 3/22/08 | 7 ;| .. {\:
Hazard Ranking 6 Date Rur;__ B/20/08 -l eq oA
5 sad-Da o)
Railroad Characteristics Initial tnformation (from database) | AJ £ Revised L LR
Tocal trains per day 55 & &
< | per day
Day thru traing 30 {qo )
Nighe thru trains 20
Daytime switching movements 0 2 pew Lk
Nighttime switching movements
Total number of tragks 5
Number of main tracks 3 /
MNumber of other tracks 2 /
Maximum train speed @ /
Typical train speed [7J#) S
Amrrale 2 LR Dy |7

If non-gated crossing, is clearing sight distance adequace In all quadranes? (Sec Table 1) [JYes [ Ne oy,

|f mudtiple tracks, can two trains occupy crossing at the same time? i Yes  [J No
Can ona train block the motorists' view of another train at crossing? [ Yes (Exphain below) ] Ne

Are chere ather track(s) eressing this same readway within 100 ft of chis crossing? E Yee [[INo
If yes, Crossing DOT #{if different)
If yes, distance __/ /.3 * {rake mcasurement between track centerlines ac closest point aleng roadway)

vcthy uthorir.y: City of Garfield Heighes

(Who malnicalns cthis roadway?)

Roadway Characteristics Initial Information (from database) Revised
Average daily eraffic 4018
Highway paved Yes [J Ne ] Yes [ No

Roadway Surface: [ Blacktop [] Gravel [] Conerete [JOchar
Roadway width; 2 & f.

Number of highway lancs Q
Urban or Rural? RB AN
Vehicle Speed: 3.5 MPH
. : A L
Scheol Bus Cperation: [ No ] Yes moun YN Rriauilt
Hazardous Materials Trucks: ] No (] Yes Amounc ) ) eploiip/

Shoulders: [ No (] Yes

s the shoulder surfaced? §A Neo L] Yes
Is there existing guardrail along roadway in crossing vicinity? Ne []Yes

B Ne ! no, deficient approachies) ScuTAEAST 4,0 noeshe 457t
DA CerS

Is stopping site distance adequate? (See Table 2) [ Yes
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Quadrant
Curb and Gurter: [[] Functional (Curb height = 4" or more)
] Nen-functional {Curb height = Less than 4")

Quadrant
Curb and Gueeer: [T] Functional (Curb height = 4° or more)
[T} Non-functional {Curb height = Less than 4™)

(8 None ¥ None
Pedestrians: ] Ne (] Yas
Is sidewalk present! [3 No [[] Yes

if yes,
Distance

( przvATE DRI P,
[ Yes

Ara the signals currently interconnected with the existing cross

)5’

Is this intersection signalized? §X) No

Is there a nearby intersection that could cause queuing over the erassing! [ Ne

BX Yos

ng warning devices! T4 No

] Yes

Location of neark

ARROK

{J Institutiona
(3 Cemmcrdial

) OcnSpacc o
Elndustrial
idential

Yes
Utiliey Provider (Company Name) C &L
Nearest Avaifable Power Source ENXILST Iwe

Is it the consensus of the Diagnestic Review Team thac chis is a potential ¢losure project: 4 No
Explain reasons:

] Yes

schfs: T

miees

Phone Number %/O i 5//6-‘ g711
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What other utilitics are present! _FIpER _aplies,
) Yas  [JNo

[ Unknown

Quadrancs Needad

A ORTHE EAST o SodTh LrEST on N5 AvD CCR

_@ Insralllupgrade agtive devices

- uzomatic-Fhashing NS TAPLS—

] AFLS /Cants

P AFLS / Gates

A

W okTACNST av MEACCR S adih WEST ov R

g AFLS / Gates / Cants
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D Upgrade circuitry
7] Sidelights

[} Guardrail Necded

T InstaliiReplace curb

5] Other {defina)

SCE CommenTl
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Crossing Angic J0-29" [ 30-5%° Kl go90"  Measured in MWASE. Quadrantt

Measurements by: Shper! 2 U/‘E’ﬂCY
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