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Memo 

RECEIVED-DOCKETING OIV 

2009 JUN-3 AH(0.-5I 

PUCO 

Public Utilit ies 
Commission of Ohio 

To: 

From: 

Re; 

Docketing Division 

George Martin, Grade Crossing Planner, Rail Division ... V^f 
ivisionvT^ 

In the matter of the authorization of Norfoll< Southern Railway and Cleveland Commercial 
Railroad to install active grade crossing warning devices Cuyahoga County 

Date: June 3, 2009 

The Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) has authorized funding for Norfolk Southern Railway 
(NS) and Cleveland Commercial Railroad (CCRL) to install active grade crossing warning devices at 
the following location: 

Cuyahoga County, City of Garfield Heights, McCracken Rd/CR bb, DOT# 524-232N 

NS operates two main line tracks at the crossing. CCRL operates a single main track approximately 
100 feet east of NS. The same DOT number identifies this location. 

On September 23, 2008 the crossing was surveyed by the Commission, ORDC, ODOT, NS and 
CCRL, and was found to warrant an upgrade. Specificaily, the railroads are authorized to install 
improvements as identified under the Diagnostic Team Recommendations on page three of the sun/ey 
form (attached). These improvements will be actual cost and will be federally funded. 

Staff requests an Entry with plans and estimates to be submitted to the Commission and ORDC within 
90 days and completion within one year. Upon approval of the plans and estimates by ORDC 
construction may commence. A suggested case coding and heading would be: 

V&9 PUCO Case No. 09- 7 < ^ r -RR-FED In the matter of the authorization of Norfolk Southern 
Railway and Cleveland Commercial Railroad to install active grade crossing warning devices in 
Cuyahoga County 

C; Legal Department 

Please serve the following parties of record. 
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Ms Susan Kirkland 

Ohio Rail Development Commission 

50 W Broad St, 15"" Floor 

Columbus, Oh 43215 

Mr Rick Ray 

Norfolk Southern Railway 

1200 Peachtree St NE, Box 123 

Atlanta, Ga 30309 

Mr Mike Kole 

Cleveland Commercial Railroad 

29930 Pettibone Rd 

Glenwillow, Oh 44139 

Mayor Thomas J. Longo 

5407 Turney Rd 

Garfield Heights, Oh 44125 
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OHIO RAIL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

TO: 

FROM: 

BY: 

DATE; 

George Martin, Planner, Railroad Division, PUCO X I 

Susan Kirlcland, Manager, Safety Section, O R D C / ^ / / ^ ^ 

Mike Forte', Project Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 

SUBJECT: Grade Crossing Warning Device Project 
Cuyahoga County, McCraken Road 
Norfolk Southern RaUroad (NS) & Cleveland Commercial Railway (CCRL) 
AAR # 524 232N 

June 1, 2009 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) and the Ohio Rail Development Commission 
selected the subject crossing as a priority selection for warning device improvement in late 
summer 2008. The project came about via an Angels on Track Foundation Dangerous Crossing 
Report that resulted in a zero train count in the Ohio database being increased to 55 trains per 
day. This dramatic change elevated the hazard ranking to six. A diagnostic review was 
scheduled for September 23, 2008, the ORDC attended the review. 

The ORDC will fund the project at a 100% reimbursement to both NS and CCRL. 

Please issue an Order for the upgrade of the crossing with improvements made as directed on the 
attached diagnostic form. Please have a copy of the review form added to the PUCO formal 
docket and distribute copies of the form to both railroads with the PUCO Order. 

This construction authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that any field 
work needs prior approval before the work begins. This authorization is made with the 
stipulation and understanding that an approved estimate may contain entries for items or 
activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal participation during the project 
audit. 

Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 

Attachment (Diagnostic Review) 

c: Mike Forte' (file) 
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' tl^i^^^^/Connmission of Ohio 180 Ease Broad Screct 
Columbus. OH 432(5 Columbus. OH 432(5 

Diagnostic Review Team Survey 

Cf̂ SS Twp.. Co.. SR or U 
County; Township; 

Cuyahoga 

Name; Cleveland Commercial RR Co 
Nearest RR 
Timcuble Station: 

(Indudo: Name* - Organlzollon " Phone Number) 

1. (/l^ii^g l ^ m ^ " 

Railroad 
Division; Dearborn 

City; {In ^ , , , 
orNwr) Cleveland 

-"^" S24.23ZN .. gof f^ ^^, I -jlr^^'^j 

QRPC Gi4iM4i02?5 
?.. 77m DeVẑ ĝ/g _eex ivD'Sv^-^y// 
3, / r ^ KZf-^Acr^ i ^ o ce -CCJS. 4^VQ 7 3 7 .?7flo 
. T^H^ u/) -mneff ^06T ^iC-^^'^-^^a-C 

6. 

^ 
vS« O / J i o ^ g r P. ;^ 2 / ^ - r j ^ ^ ' : ; i i 7p> 

AU|(> /M.^JVrv<^c" y i ^ ^ ^ 6 J2 I - 6 8 1 I 

7. ^ / / / / ^ / ^ Z ry / f ^A / /?^,c.^ ^ /y- v^^ //^^ 

Typo of Warn ing Devices 

Advance Warning Signs 

'Scop' Signs 

'Scop Ahead' Signs 

Pavemcnc Markings 

Crossbucks 

Number of Tracks Signs 

Inventory T^gs^ 
Inccrconnccced Highvyay Traffic Slgna| 

MasC'Mounced Flashing Lights 

Cantilever Flashing Lights 

Side Lights^ 

Automatic Gates 

Bells 

Sidewalk Gate Arms 

'No Turn'Signs 

iliumlnaclon 

Installed? 
KlYcs 

QYcs 

QN 
IgNo, 

Si^ 
n Yes j g No 

Yos 

Yes 

D N o 

D N o _ 

SI Yes ONo 
D Y c s ^ N o 

a Yes Q N o 

D Yes S I No_ 
m Yes • No 

Yes D N o 

_caYcs aNo_^ 
D Yes t a No 
D Y c s [ g N o 

Is crossing flagged by train crow? 

Qchej;;̂  

UPDATED (12/2006) 
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g l Yes g No 

Quant i ty /Comments 

Length: Number: 

Number: (X. Longch:j^-Z^ccff l \ ' ^ ^ 

n Yos n No 

[>a Yes n No 2 ^6^-^/^^-^ CJS /^^ / ^ / ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ . d ' 

/ 
: 'ON X^A woy j 



Number & dates of crashes In previous 5 years 

Hazard Ranking 

j n i t i a l In format ion ( f r o m database) 

1/12/98, 5/20/02, 8/3/04. 2/25/0S> 3/22/OS 
. feYiscd 

Railroad Characteristics 

Total trains per day 

I por day 

Init ial In format ion ( f rom database) 

55 

Day thru trains 

Night thru trains 

Daytime switching movements 

Nighttime switching movements 

Total number of tracks 

Number of main tracks 

Number of other cracks 

Maximum train speed 

Typical train speed 

Amtrak 

30 

Reyiscd C C / t 

IT^— 

If non-gated crossing, is clearing sight distance adequate In all quadrants? (Sec Table f) • Yes • No 

If multiple tracks, can two trains occupy crossing at the same time? 1 ^ Yes Q No 

Can one train block the motorists' view of another train a: crossing? [ g Yes (Explain below) 

Are there other track(s) crossing this same roadway within 100 ft of this crossing? ^ Yes • No 
If yes, Crossing DOT #(if different) 
If yes. distance / / 5 (take measurement between track centerlinos ac closest point along roadway) 

Local Highway Authority; City of Garfield Heights 
(Who malnwins this roadway!) 

Roadway Characteristics 

Average daily traffic 

Init ial Informat ion ( f rom database) 

4018 

Revised 

Highway paved S ! Yes • No Q Yes D No 

Roadway Surface: ^B lack top Q travel • Concrete • O t h e r 

Roadway width; ^ §* f̂ . 

Number of highway lanes 

Urban or Rural? 

Vehicle Speed; 3 . ^ MPH 

(//?13^^ 

School Bus Operation: g | No • Yes Amount 

Hazardous Materials Trucks: • No • Yes Amount 
U J ^ K r^O0/ l_ 

Shoulders; S I No • Yes 
U/^K^o^^ 

Is the shoulder surfaced? g ) No Q Yes 
Is there oxisting guardrail along roadway in crossing vicinity? |1S No Q Yes 

Is stopping site distance adequate? (Sec Tabic 2) • Yes ^ No If no. deficient approach(es) S c u T ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ / ^ _ A jo^ i ^^^^ r 
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Quadrant 

Curb and Gutter: • Functional (Curb height = 4" or more) 

• Non-functionai (Curb height = Less than 4") 

\Q None 

Quadrant 

Curb and Gutter: • Functional (Curb height = 4" or more) 

• Non-functional (Curb height = Less than 4") 

0 None 

Pedestrians: D No D Yes 
Is sidewalk present? [ 3 No • Yes 

Is there a nearby intersection that could cause queuing over the crossing? Q No ^ Yes 

Is this intersection signalized? Kl No Q Yos 

Are the signals currently interconnected with the existing crossing warning devices? Tg] No • Yes 

Is it the consensus of the Diagnostic Review Team chat this is a potential closure prOfGcc; | 3 - No • Yes 
Explain reasons: 

• Open Space 

1^ Industrial 

• Residential 

• Institutional 

• Commercial 

Location of nearby schools: 

Is commercial power available? • No ( g Yes 

Utility Provider (Company Name) C Q M 

Nearest Available Power Source £ X X S ^ ' ^ i ^ C 

Phone Number ^ ^ / ^ ^ S 9 6 - ^ 7 1 1 

Y/hzt other utilities arc present? / L X ^ C A < 7 / ' T J : C S , <>CL^{IA / j ^ O . 0 0 / ^ ^ S ^ ^ ^ f ? 
Is there potential utility conflicc(s) ^ Yes • No • Unknown 

Quadrants Needed 
[ g Install/upgrade active devices AJQ/̂ TA C m T ^ So^TA ^ e s r o^ /^S fi^c cc/^ 

•g-AucomMi€-R«htng Llghi& (APLS) ' 
• AFLS/Cants 
g [ AFLS / Gates 
g ] A a s / Gates / Cants 

.\)OATfi^M^Q'' //>^^CcA SCilTh {J^ST OtJ C c / i 
S P O T A ^ C ^ O h i j n J ^ 

3 upgrade circuitry C C A /^Ko/h ^ / y / < c : p^p^iLCjx,T^K 
n Sidelights 
• Guardrail Needed 
• Install/Replace curb 
g ] Other (define) ^ c c co/*^0fe^'O 
Comments; 

n install/upgrade traffic signal preemption 
• No improvements needed 
• Ochci: (define) 
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