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September 29, 2008 
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Dear Governor Strickland: rff [S 

Please accept this letter in support of Americmi Electric Power's (AEP) Electric Security Plag g 
filing referenced in Docket Numbers 08-917-EL-SSO and 08-918-EL-SSO. The partnership ^ 
which has long existed between our local economic development agencies and AEP has been 
essential in our efforts to bring jobs to our area. Through grant opportunities and some dfrect 
economic development contributions, AEP has facilitated our ability to market our area, conduct 
feasibility studies, and engage in site preparation activities. Economic development officials 
from AEP have been exceptional consultants, always available for providing insightful 
information. They have advised our office on site selection, regional collaboration, organization 
of our economic development programs, and of course, the availability of electric assets for 
proposed projects. 

Representing a relatively small metropolitan area in Appalachia, we often rely on every available 
asset to provide financial or consultation assistance both for general planning and for individual 
projects. AEP's assistance has been an integral part of tills support system. They are highly 
valued partners in our activities, and their impaired ability to remain as such would certainly be a 
blow to our efforts. We wholeheartedly support the favorable consideration of this filing. 

Respectfully, 

Norm Blanchard 
Economic Development Director 
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